
The textual turn 

 

Leviticus 19:9 

 

And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very corners of your 

field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. 

10. And you shall not glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather every grape of your 

vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and stranger; I am the Lord your God. 

11. You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie one to another. 

 

Leviticus 23: 21 

 

21.And you shall proclaim on the same day, that it may be a holy gathering to you; you 

shall do no labor in it; it shall be a statute forever in all your dwellings throughout your 

generations. 

22. And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not make clean riddance up to 

the corners of your field when you reap, nor shall you gather any gleaning of your harvest; 

you shall leave them to the poor, and to the stranger; I am the Lord your God. 

 

Leviticus 25:35  

 

If your brother grows poor and his hand falters with you, you shall support him, as though 

he is a resident alien, so that he shall live with you. 36 Do not take interest and profit, but 

fear your God, that your brother may live with you. 37 You shall not give him money for 

interest nor shall you give him your food for profit. 38 I, YHWH, am your God, and I 

brought you out of the land of Egypt to give to you the land of Canaan to be your God. 39 

And if your brother grows poor with you and sells himself to you, do not work him in the 

work of a worker.  

40 As a hired hand and as a resident alien he shall be with you; until the year of the jubilee 

he shall serve with you.41 And then he will go away from being with you; he and his 

children with him. He will return to his family; he will return to the holding of his 

fathers.42 Because they are my servants, the ones that I brought forth from the land of 

Egypt. They shall not be sold for sale as slaves. 43 You shall not have dominion over him 

with harshness, but you shall fear your God .  

 

Deuteronomy 16 

 

18. Judges and officers shall you appoint in all your gates, which the Lord your God gives 

you, throughout your tribes; and they shall judge the people with just judgment. 

19. You shall not pervert judgment; you shall not respect persons, nor take a bribe; for a 

bribe blinds the eyes of the wise, and perverts the words of the righteous. 

20. Justice, only justice shall you pursue, that you may live, and inherit the land which the 

Lord your God gives you. 

 

Exodus 23 

 



8. And you shall take no bribe; for the bribe blinds the wise, and perverts the words of the 

righteous. 

9. Also you shall not oppress a stranger; for you know the heart of a stranger, seeing you 

were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

10. And six years you shall sow your land, and shall gather in its fruits. 

11. But the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie still; that the poor of your people may 

eat; and what they leave the beasts of the field shall eat. In like manner you shall deal with 

your vineyard, and with your olive trees. 
 

Matthew 20 1-16 

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 

laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 

sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing 

idle in the marketplace; 4 and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will 

pay you whatever is right.' So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about 

three o'clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o'clock he went out and found others 

standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you standing here idle all day?' 7 They 

said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.' 

8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 'Call the laborers 

and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.' 9 When those 

hired about five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the 

first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual 

daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, 

'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 

burden of the day and the scorching heat.' 13 But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what 

belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?' 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last." 

 

Quran,  Sura 2  Ayaat 30 37-9 

37 See they not that Allah enlargeth the provision for whom He will, and straiteneth (it for 

whom He will). Lo! herein indeed are portents for folk who believe.38 So give to the 

kinsman his due, and to the needy, and to the wayfarer. That is best for those who seek 

Allah's Countenance. And such are they who are successful.39 That which ye give in usury 

in order that it may increase on (other) people's property hath no increase with Allah; but 

that which ye give in charity, seeking Allah's Countenance, hath increase manifold.  

Quran, Sura 2 Ayaat 265-6 

And the parable of those who spend their wealth out of a longing to please Allah, and out of 

their own inner certainty, is that of a garden on high, fertile ground: if rain falls upon this 

ground its yield is two-fold and [even if] no rain falls upon it, it still brings forth [its 



expected yield.] And Allah sees all that you do. Would any of you like to have a garden of 

date-palms and vines, through which running waters flow, and have all manner of fruit 

therein—and then be overtaken by old age, with only weak children to [look after] him—

and then see everything smitten by a fiery whirlwind and utterly scorched? In this way 

Allah makes clear His ayaat unto you, so that you might reflect [and pay heed] (2:265-6). 

 

 


