
THE DAVIS, GIDWITZ 
& GLASSER YOUNG 
LEADERSHIP AWARD
Each year, we honor those young leaders who 
represent an ideal of dedication and service 
to the Jewish community with the Chicago 
Jewish community’s Young Leadership Awards. 
These awards are presented in recognition of 
outstanding communal service and devotion to 
the causes which comprise the Jewish Federation. 
They are made possible through funds established 
by Esther P. and Abram D. Davis, Emily and Joseph 
L. Gidwitz, and Beatrice D. and Morris Glasser.

Hannah Bloom-Hirschberg
Hannah Bloom-Hirschberg is the Director of Strategy 
and Outreach for the Jewish Early Childhood Education 
Leadership Initiative (JECELI). A program of the Davidson 
School of JTS, JECELI seeks to transform Jewish educa-
tion through collaborative leadership. Prior to this, she 
developed professional development curricula for day-
care providers and taught young children. Hannah holds 
a bachelor’s from Vanderbilt University and master’s 

from Erikson Institute. She serves on the Board of Directors of both Mishkan 
Chicago and Vanderbilt Hillel. She and her husband, Gary, live in Andersonville 
with their children.

Emily Pevnick
Emily Pevnick has been involved in JUF since moving 
to Chicago ten years ago and has continued to grow 
her passion for and investment in the organization. She 
currently serves as a Government Affairs Vice Chair, the 
Young Women’s City Council Campaign Chair, a Jewish 
Women’s Foundation Trustee, and Chaired four TOV 
Nourish Our Neighborhood community drives during 
COVID-19. Emily has previously served on the YLD Board 

as a Vice President and was named one of Oy!Chicago’s 36 under 36 in 2018. 
She is also on the Board of CityPAC, a member of Anshe Emet Synagogue, and 
involved in Mishkan Chicago.

Emily has dedicated her professional and personal work to advancing social 
change with over a decade of experience in the private, public, and non-profit sec-
tors. She is currently the Director of National Expansion at Skills for Chicagoland’s 
Future, a demand-driven workforce development organization that puts under 
and unemployed people back to work. Emily leads the strategy and implemen-
tation to launch the organization’s model into new markets across the country. 

She started her career at AIPAC in Washington, D.C. and moved to Chicago 
as the Midwest Deputy Political Director and then as an Area Director. Emily 
served in Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s Administration as the Deputy Director 
of Strategic Partnerships and Global Affairs. She also previously worked at 
Resolute Public Affairs to support high-impact, outreach and communications 
campaigns shaping Chicago’s future, such as the Obama Presidential Center 
and Lincoln Yards. 

Emily is originally from Louisville, Kentucky and lives in Lakeview with her 
husband, Brandon, and their daughter. 

Nora Bergman
Program Manager, Holocaust Community Services  
at CJE SeniorLife 

Nora Bergman is the Program Manager for Holocaust 
Community Services (HCS) at CJE SeniorLife. She joined 
HCS in January of 2019 and has taken on many responsi-
bilities within the program including overseeing program 
operations, grant writing and reporting, managing the 
program budget, and supervising the administrative team. 

She also provides case management for English-speaking clients. Nora received 
her master’s degree in social work in 2017 from the University of Chicago’s School 
of Social Services Administration. Prior to joining HCS, Nora worked in Care 
Management and Guardianship and came to love both working with and learning 
from older adults. Nora is originally from the Boston area and has lived in Chicago 
for the past six years. She is the granddaughter of three Holocaust survivors.

Letícia Cardoso
Assistant Director, Residential Supports  
at JCFS Chicago

Letícia Cardoso has worked in the Chicago Jewish com-
munity for twenty-one years. She is passionate about 
and committed to inclusion, advocacy, and increasing 
opportunities for people with Intellectual Developmental 
Disabilities and their families.

Throughout her career, she was involved in direct sup-
ports and management in residential, educational, and recreational settings. 
Letícia joined JCFS Chicago in 2013 and serves as the Assistant Director for 
Residential Supports. 

Creating and fostering environments that allow individuals to achieve their 
full potential with dignity is infused throughout her work. 

Kyle Kolling
Assistant Director at JCC Camp Chi

Kyle Kolling currently serves as the Assistant Director 
at JCC Camp Chi. He has spent the past twenty-one 
summers at Camp Chi, including the last six as a mem-
ber of the full-time team. Kyle is also a recent gradu-
ate of the Merrin Teen Professional Fellowship through 
the Jewish Community Center Association. He grad-
uated from Illinois State University with a degree in 

Theater Education and is currently working to finish a Master of Arts in Jewish 
Professional Studies from Spertus Institute for Jewish Learning and Leadership.  

Tejal Patel
System Director, Inpatient Pharmacy & Respiratory 
Services at Sinai Chicago 

Tejal Patel, PharmD, BCPS, has served in various capac-
ities and leadership throughout her tenure and is cur-
rently the System Director of Inpatient Pharmacy and 
Respiratory Services at Sinai Chicago. A graduate of 
Nova Southeastern University, her professional back-
ground includes an early career in clinical pharmacy 

where she developed and refined a robust set of leadership skills, acumen, and 
professional industry knowledge. Dr. Patel has led several successful initiatives 
including the advancement of innovative pharmacy technology to improve 
medication safety and system level remodeling of sterile compounding rooms 
to provide strict standards for medication preparation. Additionally, Dr. Patel 
has been an integral leader in overseeing the COVID-19 pandemic response for 
Sinai Chicago. She played a key role in sourcing critical medications that were 
on shortage throughout the pandemic. Due to her swift actions and acute re-
sponse, Sinai Chicago was able to maintain adequate medication supply during 
surges to provide the best patient care to communities that were hardest hit 
with the pandemic. Most recently, Dr. Patel has led the vaccine operations at 
Sinai Chicago, where COVID vaccinations have been administered to patients 
in communities disproportionally impacted by the pandemic. She has been in-
strumental in expanding Sinai’s capacity across the Chicago community, which 
includes developing and coordinating logistics on pop-up vaccination clinics. In 
her personal life, Dr. Patel is a mom to loving twin three-year-old boys, an en-
dearing wife, and in her spare time enjoys reading and traveling.

THE SAMUEL A. 
GOLDSMITH YOUNG 
PROFESSIONAL AWARD
Named for the man who led the Jewish 
Federation of Chicago as its chief executive 
officer from 1930 until 1966, this award was 
inaugurated in 1987. The Award is presented 
each year at this time to a young person 
under 35 who has served with professional 
distinction in a Jewish communal agency in 
the metropolitan Chicago area for a period of 
one to five years. It recognizes and sustains 
the qualities of dedication and devotion to the 
Jewish community and the Jewish people, which 
marked Samuel A. Goldsmith’s outstanding 
career. The award provides a cash grant to help 
defray expenses for participation in a continuing 
education program, which will advance and 
enhance the awardee’s professional career and 
skills and/or enrich his or her Jewish knowledge.

THE ANNUAL  
JULIUS ROSENWALD 
MEMORIAL AWARD
Honoring the memory of Julius Rosenwald,  
who did so much for Chicago’s Jewish community 
and its institutions, this award is presented 
each year to the individual selected as the one 
who has achieved most in the advancement of 
the purposes of the Jewish Federation and the 
welfare of the Jewish community. The Award  
was established in 1962.

Andrew S. Hochberg
Andrew Hochberg formed commercial real estate in-
vestment firm Next Realty, L.L.C. in 1998. Next Realty 
invests in commercial real estate assets, currently 
holding a portfolio comprised of 37 properties in eight 
states and the District of Columbia. As a leading niche 
investor in neighborhood retail centers, industrial prop-
erties, residential and mixed-use properties, and parking 
properties, Next Realty investments total more than one 

million square feet of space, with a combined value in excess of $250 million. 
Prior to founding Next Realty, Andy held several positions (ranging from 

Real Estate Director in 1987 and ultimately became CEO) at Sportmart, a 
family-owned big-box retail sporting goods chain. He successfully established 
real estate strategic direction, arranged financing, recruited and trained man-
agement on all levels, and managed the company’s IPO. Andy negotiated 
Sportmart’s merger with Gart Sports in 1998, creating the second largest sport-
ing goods retailer in the United States. 

Andy is also co-founder of Hilco Real Estate Services, a leading provider 
of appraisal, disposition, and lease restructuring services to asset-based and 

traditional mortgage lenders, turn-around managers, attorneys and accoun-
tants, and institutional and venture capital investors. He has served as a director 
of CASCO (Chicago Association of Shopping Center Owners), Prism Mortgage 
Company, LR Development, Gart Sports, and Art.com. 

Andy is also a key leader in the Chicago Jewish community. He most recently 
served as Chairman of the Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Chicago, one 
of the largest not-for-profit social welfare institutions in the state. Prior to this, 
he served as Chairman of the JUF’s Overall Planning and Allocations Committee, 
which decides where funds should be allocated. In 2008, Andy was the JUF 
General Campaign Chairman, where he successfully led a record-breaking annual 
campaign of $83.6 million. He has served in a number of other roles at JUF and has 
led fundraising for the Jewish Day School Guaranty Trust Fund. Andy also served, 
by presidential appointment, on the United States Holocaust Memorial Council. 

Andy earned his undergraduate degree in Economics from the University 
of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business and his Juris Doctor from 
Northwestern University. 

Andy resides in Highland Park, Illinois with his wife, prominent Lake County 
pediatrician Dr. Laurie Hochberg.


