
THE ANNUAL  
JULIUS ROSENWALD 
MEMORIAL AWARD
Honoring the memory of Julius Rosenwald,  
who did so much for Chicago’s Jewish  
community and its institutions, this award is 
presented each year to the individual  
selected as the one who has achieved  
most in the advancement of the purposes 
of the Jewish Federation and the welfare of 
the Jewish community. The Award was  
established in 1962.

Ann-Louise Kleper
Ann-Louise Kleper has been a leader in the Jewish 

Federation system – locally, nationally, and interna-
tionally – for virtually all of her adult life. 
 Ann-Louise’s Federation involvement began while 

she was living in Boston, where she was on the board 
of Combined Jewish Philanthropies, a vice-chair of 
the annual campaign, and a recipient of the Young 
Leadership Award.  Since moving to Chicago in 1987, 

Ann-Louise has been immersed in JUF/Jewish Federation. She has been 
a Federation board member for three terms, spanning 22 years, and has 
served as an officer and member of the Executive Committee.  She has 
chaired numerous committees, including the Overall Planning & Allocations 
Committee and has held various roles in the annual campaign. She was 
honored by JFNA’s National Women’s Philanthropy in 2010 with the Kip-
nis-Wilson Friedland Award. 
Nationally, Ann-Louise chaired what is now known as the Jewish Feder-

ations of North America’s National Young Leadership Cabinet.  She also 
chaired the Business & Professional Women’s Council, National Women’s 
Philanthropy, and Domestic Policy & Government Affairs.  She served as 
Chicago’s representative to the Alliance, which allocated funds to national 
agencies, and to the Emergency Committee, which assists communities 
affected by natural disasters and other crises. 

A long-time board member of the United Israel Appeal, Ann-Louise has 
made countless trips to Israel and has visited Jewish communities around 
the world.  In 1984, she traveled to the Soviet Union to meet with refuse-
niks and in later years visited with Jews in many of the newly independent 
republics of the FSU. 
 In addition to her Federation involvement, Ann-Louise is a board member 

of Michael Reese Health Trust.  She is a member of Aitz Hayim Center for 
Jewish Living and an alumna of the Wexner Heritage Program for commu-
nal leaders. 
Ann-Louise has been a practicing attorney for more than four decades.  A 

former partner with Lewis & Davidson, Ltd., she now practices with Dworkin 
& Maciariello, representing injured employees in their workers’ compensa-
tion claims.  She is a magna cum laude graduate of Brandeis University, 
where she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and a cum laude graduate of 
Boston University School of Law. 
A resident of Northbrook, Ann-Louise met both her late husband Dennis 

and her current partner Rabbi Mel Libman through JFNA.  She is the mother 
of Adam (Stacy) Levine and Lara (Josef) Zeigler and the grandmother of 
Aidan, Farrah, Cybil, and Paulina. 

THE DAVIS, GIDWITZ & 
GLASSER YOUNG  
LEADERSHIP AWARD
Each year, we honor those young leaders 
who represent an ideal of dedication and 
service to the Jewish community with  
the Chicago Jewish community’s Young  
Leadership Awards. These awards are  
presented in recognition of outstanding  
communal service and devotion to the  
causes which comprise the Jewish  
Federation. They are made possible through 
funds established by Esther P. and Abram D. 
Davis, Emily and Joseph L. Gidwitz,  
and Beatrice D. and Morris Glasser.

Danny Gutman
Danny Gutman grew up in the Chicago area and 

has been involved in JUF since he was young.  Upon 
returning to Chicago ten years ago, he has found 
a variety of ways to further his involvement.  He 
participated in the third cohort of the Jewish Lead-
ers Institute (JLI), has served as a member of JUF’s 
Marketing & Communications Committee since 
2020, and recently completed Resetting the Table’s 

Dialogue Across Difference program.  He is a member of the Ben-Gurion 
Society (BGS) Advisory Council and helped to develop BGS Explores, a 
cohort-based learning and discussion program for BGS members. Danny 
was named one of Oy!Chicago’s 36 under 36 in 2018, and is an incoming  
JUF/JF Board member. 
Outside of JUF, Danny is a member of the United States Holocaust Memo-

rial Museum Next Generation Board and formerly served on the Board of 
Directors of TAMID Group.  
Danny is a Principal at BDT & Company, a merchant bank that provides 

advice and long-term capital through its affiliated funds to help family- and 
founder-led businesses pursue their strategic and financial objectives.  
Danny joined BDT in 2012 from Goldman Sachs. 
He is originally from Highland Park, Illinois where he now lives with his 

wife, Carlee, and their children, Lola and Kameron.  

Amy Siegel
Amy Siegel’s involvement in JUF began almost a 

dozen years ago through YLD programming includ-
ing LEADS and Gesher.  Later, she joined the Young 
Women’s City Council and has served on its Executive 
Committee the past 4 years.  While Amy is currently a 
member of the Ben Gurion Society Advisory Council, 
she also serves as Community Development Chair for 
the Young Women’s City Council. Amy was previously 

named one of Oy!Chicago’s 36 under 36 in 2020. She is passionate about 
giving back to the community, evidenced when she chaired Good Deeds 
Day in 2022.  Amy continues to strengthen her leadership by networking 
and represented the community on JUF’s Taskforce on Bylaws and Gover-
nance.  As JUF adopted the Step-up Lion program, Amy was first to volun-
teer, showing her commitment to continuing to find unique ways to further 
her involvement, make a difference, and build her legacy with JUF.  
 Amy has worked in financial services and asset management for 15 years, 

with the majority of that time spent at Invesco.  Currently, she is the Senior 
Business Manager for Invesco Investment Solutions, where her role focus-
es on the strategic product and business development for an 80+ member 
global asset management team, with a particular focus on the growth of the 
model portfolio business.   
 Amy is originally from Dayton, Ohio, and lives in Lakeview with her hus-

band, Noam, and their children, Isla and Henry. 

Jordyn Scorpio
Director of Community Education at SHALVA 

Jordyn Scorpio is the Director of Community Ed-
ucation for SHALVA, the oldest independent, Jew-
ish domestic abuse agency in the United States.   
SHALVA works to break the cycle of abuse by provid-
ing counseling, supportive services, and community 
education.  Jordyn moved from New York to Chicago 
in late 2019 and began working at SHALVA in January 

2020 as a program manager.  She was hired to create and launch a new 
program for young couples to learn about long-term healthy relationships 
together. 
With a focus on designing an innovative and interactive program structure 

and curriculum, creating a standalone website (www.sevencirclesjourney.
org) and curriculum site, building community partnerships, and more, she 
successfully launched Seven Circles in January 2022.  Seven Circles has 
exceeded registration expectations and Jordyn is eager to expand the pro-
gram.  She believes that the more we can get young people to talk about 
and model healthy relationships, the easier it will be to recognize unhealthy 
or abusive behaviors, and the safer our entire Jewish community will be. 
 As the new Director of Community Education, Jordyn works with the team 

to implement a strategic plan that thoughtfully educates many pockets of 
our diverse Jewish community about domestic abuse.  Her past work at 
New York-based non-profits has led her to become deeply passionate 
about domestic abuse education, especially raising awareness among 
young people. 

THE SAMUEL A.  
GOLDSMITH YOUNG  
PROFESSIONAL AWARD
Named for the man who led the Jewish  
Federation of Chicago as its chief executive 
officer from 1930 until 1966, this award was 
inaugurated in 1987. The Award is  
presented each year at this time to a young 
person under 35 who has served with  
professional distinction in a Jewish  
communal agency in the metropolitan  
Chicago area for a period of one to five 
years. It recognizes and sustains the  
qualities of dedication and devotion to  
the Jewish community and the Jewish 
people, which marked Samuel A.  
Goldsmith’s outstanding career. The award 
provides a cash grant to help defray  
expenses for participation in a continuing 
education program, which will advance  
and enhance the awardee’s professional  
career and skills and/or enrich their  
Jewish knowledge.

Joelle Kelenson
Director of Recreation at Keshet 

As the Director of Recreation, Joelle Kelenson over-
sees Keshet’s largest core program area, including 
day camp, overnight camp, Sunday school, social 
programs for youth and adults, after-school activ-
ities, adult travel, sports, school days off, and more. 
Her role requires her to strategically develop new 
programs while also being a hands-on, direct-service 

staff member.
In her first year at Keshet, Joelle rewrote the curriculum for SOAR, a popu-

lar Sunday morning social action and community service program for older 
teens and adults.  Joelle infused this program with Jewish learning and 
hands-on lessons.  Then, this summer, Joelle and her team introduced Kesh-
et’s Summer Lineup, ten social programs in just eight weeks, for adults of all 
abilities.  Both of these programs have strengthened Keshet’s relationships 
with other organizations and increased Keshet’s reach in the community.
Joelle was born and raised in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.  From a young 

age, she was passionate about giving back and making a difference in the 
world.  Her career has been spent working in the Jewish community start-
ing at the JCC in Northern Virginia where she was the School Age Services 
Director.  Prior to coming to Keshet, Joelle spent six years at Camp Chi 
as the Associate Director.  In this role, she worked alongside Keshet to 
develop Camp Chi’s approach to camper care.  Joelle holds a Master of 
Social Work from Columbia University and a Master of Jewish Studies from 
the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York.

http://www.sevencirclesjourney.org
http://www.sevencirclesjourney.org

