
THE ANNUAL 
JULIUS ROSENWALD 
MEMORIAL AWARD
Honoring the memory of Julius Rosenwald,  
who did so much for Chicago’s Jewish 
community and its institutions, this award 
is presented each year to the individual 
selected as the one who has achieved most 
in the advancement of the purposes of the 
Jewish Federation and the welfare of the 
Jewish community. The Award  
was established in 1962.

King Harris
King Harris is Chairman of Harris Holdings and 
President of the Harris Family Foundation. He cur-
rently serves as Board Chair of the Illinois Housing 
Development Authority and as Co-Chair of the Illinois 
Justice Project’s Re-Entry Council. 

For the last twenty-six years, King has worked with 
a group of civic organizations, including Chicago 
Metropolis 2020, the Metropolitan Planning Council, 

and the Metropolitan Mayors Council, on affordable housing policy issues 
and initiatives affecting the Chicago metropolitan area.

King served on the JUF/JF Board between 2018–2024 and was Campaign 
Chair in 2018. He remains a member of the Israel and Overseas Commission.

He previously served as a Board member and Board Chair of the Francis 
Parker School, the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (Shirley Ryan Ability 
Lab), and the Metropolitan Planning Council. He was a long-standing 
trustee of the University of Chicago and chaired its Visiting Committee on 
Public Policy for sixteen years. He served on the Executive Committee of 
the Chicago Community Trust for ten years.

Holder of both a B.A. and M.B.A. from Harvard, King spent five years 
as a community development worker, first for the Peace Corps in Chile 
and then for the Office of Economic Opportunity in Revere and Malden, 
Massachusetts.

In 1971, he joined the Pittway Corporation, first in sales and marketing in its 
Alarm Device Division, until early in 1975, when he became Executive Vice-
President, then Board Chair of Pittway’s BRK Division, which became the 
world’s largest manufacturer of residential and commercial smoke detec-
tors. In 1984, he became Pittway’s President, then CEO in 1987. Years later, 
he led an effort to divide Pittway into three separate public companies—
AptarGroup (NYSE) in 1993, Penton Media (NYSE) in 1998, and Pittway. 
Pittway was sold to Honeywell International in 2000. King remained Board 
Chair of AptarGroup until 2018 and served briefly as Penton Media’s Chair 
until 2002.

THE DAVIS, GIDWITZ 
& GLASSER YOUNG 
LEADERSHIP AWARD
Each year, we honor those young leaders 
who represent an ideal of dedication and 
service to the Jewish community with 
the Chicago Jewish community’s Young 
Leadership Award. This award is presented 
in recognition of outstanding communal 
service and devotion to the causes which 
comprise the Jewish Federation. This is 
made possible through funds established  
by Esther P. and Abram D. Davis, Emily  
and Joseph L. Gidwitz, and Beatrice D.  
and Morris Glasser.

Elizabeth Darvick
Elizabeth Darvick became involved with JUF after 
moving to Chicago in 2019 and serving as a jBaby 
Ambassador. The program provided Elizabeth, a new-
comer to the city, a meaningful way to connect with the 
other young families, build community, and contribute 
meaningfully. Inspired by those experiences, she 
later served as a PJ Library Connector and became 
increasingly involved in JUF leadership. Since then, 

Elizabeth has become a member of JUF’s Community Building and Jewish 
Continuity Commission and is active in Women’s Philanthropy as a member 
of the Young Women’s City Council, where she currently serves as the 2027 
Campaign Chair.

In addition to her work with JUF, Elizabeth is an active volunteer at Bernard 
Zell Anshe Emet Day School, where she enjoys creating opportunities for 
students and parents to come together in service to the school and the 
broader community.

Professionally, Elizabeth serves as Adjunct Faculty at DePaul University, 
where she teaches Developmental Psychology. She earned her B.A. in 
Psychology from the University of California Santa Cruz and her Ph.D. in 
Developmental Psychology from UCLA.

Elizabeth lives in Chicago with her husband, Elliot, and their two daughters.

Marc Karlinsky
Marc Karlinsky’s work with JUF began in 2010 with a 
policy internship in Washington and has since carried 
him across all three levels of advocacy—federal, state, 
and local. Now State Vice Chair of JUF Government 
Affairs, he engages with the policymakers who shape 
the community’s priorities, including on advocacy 
missions to Springfield. From 2022–2024, he served 
as JUF’s Local Vice Chair. Each election cycle, he is 

among the lay leaders JUF arranges to meet with candidates up and down 
the ballot—building working relationships from the outset and introducing 
them to the organization and its partner agencies.

He brings the same audience-first instinct to JUF’s Marketing & 
Communications Committee, where he advised on ways to make the JUF 
website more intuitive to navigate during the recent rebuild of juf.org.

Marc came to this work by way of journalism—covering the Illinois legis-
lature and judiciary from Springfield, then eight years as a legal reporter 
and editor in Chicago. After moving to the city, he threw himself into JUF’s 
Young Leadership Division, serving as YLD Board President in 2020–2021.

Marc was in the inaugural cohort of JUF’s Civic Leadership Development 
Program and earned a Leadership Certificate in Combating Antisemitism from 
Spertus Institute for Jewish Learning & Leadership. By day, he is a writer and 
editor in marketing for the Commercial & Investment Bank at J.P. Morgan, where 
he is a leader in the firmwide Allies Against Antisemitism employee group.

He holds a bachelor’s from the University of Maryland and a master’s 
from the University of Illinois Springfield, and he lives in North Center with 
his wife, Carol, a former JUF associate. The two of them were matched, not 
subtly, by determined YLD staff.

Naomi Looper
Midwest Community Director, BBYO

Naomi Looper leads strategy and operations for 
BBYO programming across Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Kentucky, supporting a network of more than 1,500 
families. She manages and mentors a team of six 
professionals, while driving recruitment and engage-
ment strategies that expand Jewish teen participation 
throughout the region, and she partners with local 

staff and the broader philanthropic community to support fundraising and 
grant-funded initiatives across her portfolio.

Jewish teen engagement has been Naomi’s passion and professional 
home for more than thirteen years, a calling that took root when she was a 
teen herself growing up in Oak Park. Holding a Bachelor of Arts in Jewish 
Studies and International Studies from the University of Wisconsin–Madison 
and a Master of Arts in Jewish Professional Studies from Spertus Institute 
for Jewish Learning & Leadership, she has built her career across some of 
Chicago’s most impactful Jewish organizations, including Temple Jeremiah, 
the Union for Reform Judaism, and JUF. She continues to give back as a 
member of the UW–Madison Center for Jewish Studies Board of Visitors.

Naomi lives in Wilmette with her husband Max and their two daughters, 
Gabriella and Lyla. She brings a deeply personal sense of purpose to her 
work, driven by the belief that the stronger Jewish community she is help-
ing to build today will enrich her daughters’ lives and honor the memory of 
grandparents who cared deeply about their own Jewish communities.

THE SAMUEL A. 
GOLDSMITH YOUNG 
PROFESSIONAL AWARD
Named for the man who led the Jewish 
Federation of Chicago as its chief 
executive officer from 1930 until 1966, this 
award was inaugurated in 1987. The Award 
is presented each year at this time to a 
young person under 40 who has served 
with professional distinction in a Jewish 
communal agency in the metropolitan 
Chicago area for a period of one to five 
years. It recognizes and sustains the 
qualities of dedication and devotion to the 
Jewish community and the Jewish people, 
which marked Samuel A. Goldsmith’s 
outstanding career. The award provides 
a cash grant to help defray expenses for 
participation in a continuing education 
program, which will advance and enhance 
the awardee’s professional career and 
skills and/or enrich their Jewish knowledge.

Jared Hoffman
Senior Legislative Associate,  
State Government Affairs, JUF

Jared Hoffman works to advance critical initiatives for 
JUF and its network of partner agencies, including 
health and human services, supports for individuals 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities, older 
adult services and protections, early childhood care 
and education, community security, and other pri-

orities. As one of two members of JUF’s State Government Affairs team, 
Jared works with stakeholders to help draft legislation, recruits legislative 
sponsors, provides testimony on bills JUF is championing in Springfield, 
and helps lead advocacy days in the State Capitol. 

The laws enacted because of JUF’s state advocacy help to strengthen our 
network’s ability to serve those in need while contributing to the broader 
well-being of all Illinoisans. Key successes include securing over $50 million 
in funding for the Illinois Not-for-Profit Security Grant Program and enact-
ing significant program improvements, creating a straightforward process 
for charitable organizations to more easily access non-probate donations, 
protecting older adults from medical credit card financial exploitation, 
expanding eligibility for supportive living access for low-income adults 
with early-onset dementia, and improving housing supports for providers 
of community-based services for individuals with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities.

Prior to his full-time role at JUF, which he began in 2022, Jared was an intern 
on JUF’s Government Affairs team and in a local state senate district office.

A Chicagoland native, Jared earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political 
Science from The George Washington University, earning membership into 
Phi Beta Kappa and the National Political Science Honor Society.


