LOCAL POLICY AGENDA

Since 1900, Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Chicago (“JUF”) has
‘A\/A' been the central fundraising, convening, planning, and budgeting arm of

Chicago’s Jewish community, allocating more than $190 million annually
Jewish United Fund to a network of 70+ local affiliates. Government is a critical partner. Each

year, more than $400 million in federal, state, and local funding expands
our ability to serve 500,000 people of all faiths, ethnicities, races, religions
and backgrounds. Our policy agenda promotes collaborative efforts to
build thriving and well-supported communities throughout our region.

TOGETHER for GOOD

COMBATING ANTISEMITISM & OTHER FORMS OF HATE AND BIGOTRY

JUF speaks out against antisemitic and bias-based activity and incidents; advocates on behalf of the Jewish community
in municipal government spaces; and organizes the community to stand up against antisemitism, racism, and bigotry
of all types.

JUF collaborates with the Cook County’s State’s Attorney’s Office to host a quarterly law enforcement roundtable
on antisemitism, which brings together Jewish community organizations and local, county, state, and federal law
enforcement from across our region to better understand and implement policies that support safe and

thriving communities.

As antisemitism continues to rise, JUF advocates for expanded access to trainings for local elected officials, school
administrators, teachers, and industry leaders to help them understand the Jewish community and its priorities; the
American Jewish experience; and the historic roots and modern manifestations of antisemitism.

SUPPORTING THE WORK OF OUR AGENCIES

We work with municipal governments to ensure residents’ access to a variety of services, including trauma counseling;
mental health and group support; and emergency food and financial assistance for Sinai Chicago, JCFS Chicago,

and CJE SeniorLife, as well as other partner agencies serving children, seniors, and people with disabilities. We also
advocate for open communication and strategic partnerships between municipal government entities and our agencies.

JUF supports our affiliated agencies’ ability to provide inpatient and outpatient health care; mental health care; assisted
living; rehabilitation; respite; personal care; food assistance and other services to people of all ages and incomes; as
well as educational and residential living supports; housing; job training; community-based opportunities; and care for
people with disabilities.

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION/INTERVENTION/REDUCTION

Since the 1990s, JUF has been involved in advocacy for common-sense gun laws and has been part of local and
statewide coalitions, including OneAim lllinois and the Gun Violence Prevention Coalition. As part of the Partnership
for Safe & Peaceful Communities since 2016, JUF has advocated for the expansion of community-based gun violence
prevention, intervention, and reduction initiatives.

JUF advocates for comprehensive local approaches to gun violence prevention in partnership with law enforcement,
social service provider networks, and the justice system.

JUF also advocates for restorative justice initiatives and for ways to respond to mental health crises without involving
law enforcement.

BUILDING CONNECTIONS WITH ISRAEL AND JEWISH COMMUNITIES WORLDWIDE

JUF advocates for Israel’s safety and security and promotes understanding of the Jewish community’s connection
to the land, people, and State of Israel.

JUF honors the connection that Chicago holds as a sister city to Petach Tikva since 1994.

JUF works with municipalities throughout our region to increase in-depth knowledge of the geopolitical reality of the
region through events and missions to Israel.

Although JUF’s broader portfolio includes Israel advocacy, JUF’s local government agenda prioritizes matters impacting
local communities directly. We support healthy discussion, and understand that while international affairs may and do
emotionally impact all of us, municipalities ought to focus on the immediate and real needs of their constituents.



WELCOMING IMMIGRANTS/ASYLUM SEEKERS/REFUGEES

With a long and proud history of providing healthcare and social services to immigrants and refugees, JUF supports
governmental policies that give immigrants access to services and help refugees resettle and integrate into life in the
United States. JUF also supports bipartisan immigration policies, which are humane and uphold our values as a nation
of immigrants.

JUF supports municipal welcoming city ordinances.

JUF advocates for the ability of the JUF-run lllinois Refugee Social Services Consortium to administer resettlement
and integration support services in our region. Under contract with the State of lllinois for three decades to administer
this program, JUF helps ensure local refugee agencies can offer high impact, culturally sensitive interventions. These
multilingual specialized services include employment and case management support, housing assistance, vocational
English language training, K—12 resources, services for older individuals, and behavioral health services.

EDUCATION

JUF advocates for our network of affiliated agencies’ ability to continue to provide a robust range of early childhood
development, education, after-school care, recreation, and camps for all. For those with developmental, emotional,

or behavioral health needs, or those who have encountered illness, neglect, abuse, and violence, JUF’s affiliated
agencies step in with additional programs like counseling, family respite, residential care, K-12 therapeutic day schools,
integrated therapies, early intervention services, and specially designed camps and day programs.

JUF advocates for government investments and sound policies in education (both private and public) and special
education, early intervention, child welfare, childcare, SNAP, WIC, and many other programs for children, youth, and
families, as well as workforce investments for providers.

JUF supports a mixed delivery system of public and private early childhood providers.

Working on the local, state, and federal levels, the JUF Government Affairs Department partners
with our affiliated agencies and network of lllinois Jewish Federations to achieve outcomes
that benefit the Jewish Community and beyond in Chicago and throughout lllinois.

To learn more about JUF, please visit JUF.org.
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For more information, please contact:

Jane Charney
Associate Vice President, Local Government Affairs
JaneCharney@juf.org 312-357-4766

Natalie Glick
Program Associate, Local Government Affairs
NatalieGlick@juf.org 312-357-4771



https://www.juf.org/govt_affairs/
https://www.juf.org



