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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R  O F  T H E  B O A R D

 LISA JERICHO

S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

Nicole Kaushanski  University of Illinois at Chicago  

“I was able to get connected to Hillel through my Birthright Israel trip leader 
who was the Jewish Life Associate of UIC Hillel at the time. She connected me 
to all the wonderful people within the MCH community. I love Hillel because it 
has been able to give me a community of people that support me on my journey 
and help create resources for me to continue my understanding of my Jewish 
identity. One of the best parts about Hillel is the food! Whether it’s getting to make 
my own Challah bread for the first time or having an Asian Shabbat dinner, food plays 
such a big role in all events. I love getting tacos at our weekly Tacos and Torah sessions! 
My favorite experiences at MCH are the incredible Shabbat dinners that take place all year. I am 
so lucky to be a part of this community because not only do I get to experience and meet people 
from other campuses, but it gives me a time to create closure on the week with close friends.”

Reflecting on the past year as Chair of Metro Chicago Hillel, I am so proud of all that we have accomplished 
together. We raised more money this year than ever before from more people than ever before, from alumni 
and community members to students, young adults and their parents. We were thoughtful with our programs 
and ensured our students were engaged in meaningful, content-rich programs. MCH put a lot of effort into 
offering deeper experiences and not purely social programs:

• We ran four cohorts of our Jewish Learning Fellowship, engaging almost 40 students in 10-week-long  
content-rich discussions

• We sent two buses of students to the March for Our Lives in D.C., which I had the pleasure to co-lead

• We ran our first-ever DePaul Leadership trip to Israel

• We had 10 MCH interns who engaged 163 students and were instrumental in strengthening  
Jewish life on their respective campuses

• All together, we built personal connections with over 1,500 students and young adults

Silverstein Base Hillel was a critical part of that success. In addition to increasing the number of students and 
young adults that were involved in its programs to almost 1,000 participants, SBH was recognized by the 
Slingshot Fund as one of the 50 most innovative Jewish programs in the country. 

As we look forward to the new school year, we will continue adapting our work to meet the needs of our 
students. One way we’ll make that happen is by opening another Base Hillel in Chicago’s South Loop. This 
new Base will allow us to connect with more students and young professionals to engage them in Jewish life 
and help deepen their Jewish identities. Also, for the first time we will have an MCH-wide Student Leadership 
Team, a dedicated group of students from all of our schools who will help shape our community and create 
exciting experiences for their peers. 

Your support allows us to fulfill our mission to inspire every student to make a meaningful commitment 
to Jewish life, learning and Israel. Together, we provide students with the best opportunities to create 
strong relationships and a home within the community. Thank you for investing in our future leaders and 
strengthening the Jewish community of tomorrow. 



10 interns interacted with 

163 
students through our  

first-year internship program

Served

2,161 
Shabbat and holiday  

dinners

Celebrated

39 
Jewish Learning Fellowship 

graduates

Hosted 

38 
Israel events

IN 2017–2018, METRO CHICAGO HILLEL …

ENGAGED STUDENTS

EMBRACED SOCIAL JUSTICE

165
participants in  

service/volunteer 
events

430 
service hours

80 
students went with MCH on 
buses to the March For Our 

Lives in Washington D.C.

Staff built relationships with 

979 
students

Students participated in

220 
high-impact activities

155 
people traveled with MCH

SUPPORTED TRAVEL

  80 March For Our Lives

  34 Birthright Israel

  17 DePaul Student Leadership Trip

  14 Conferences

  10 Summer and Long-Term  
 Israel Programs
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LEARN is a collaboration with JUF’s Young Leadership Division to discuss 
Jewish topics in today’s world. LEARN engaged 30 young adults in a 
ten-session series which included Shabbat dinner and an end-of-year 
Hanukkah celebration. The cohort met every other week at Silverstein 
Base Hillel and engaged in meaningful discussion about what Judaism 
has to say about many of life’s big questions such as Judaism and 
healthy relationships, Judaism and loss, and Judaism and finical ethics. 

L E A R N 
LIVE-ENRICH-APPRECIATE-RESPECT-NURTURE

In its second year, Silverstein Base Hillel took its inaugural success and solidified its place in the Chicago 
Jewish community with deepened partnerships and relationships, and ongoing programming. With 960 
unique students and young adults attending over 160 events, SBH has become a home away from home for 
hundreds of young Jewish adults. Rabbi Megan and Paige GoldMarche welcomed people into their home 
multiple times a week for everything from cohort-based classes like the Jewish Learning Fellowship, to 
Shabbat and Holiday celebrations ranging in size from 12 to 90 people, to meal preparation for the Night 
Ministry. Programming at SBH is deeply rich in content. Due to the success of Silverstein Base Hillel, a second 
Base Hillel will be opening in July 2018 in the South Loop, led by Rabbi Ezra Balser and his wife Laura Elkayam. 

 SILVERSTEIN BASE HILLEL

S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

Shira Marks  Silverstein Base Hillel Young Adult  

“Silverstein Base Hillel is my Jewish home in Chicago (sorry Mom!) because 
it is one of the few places where people step outside their Jewish community 
niches and all come together to learn, eat, laugh, and build community. There is 
always an old friend to hug right next to someone new to meet, no matter how 
many times you walk through the front gate. Rabbi Megan and Paige always have 
gluten free cookies for me and I feel special every time I go to Hillel! My favorite 
Base experience was LEARN, where a consistent group of young professionals and grad 
students came together to do text-based learning on some of the complex issues that 
we face in our 20s. From money to death, and even Israel, it was a safe space to grapple 
with what it means to be a Jewish adult.”



RECENT COLLEGE ALUMNI SHABBAT
For the second year, Silverstein Base Hillel teamed up with 
JUF’s Young Leadership Division to offer a Shabbat dinner 
for recent college alumni. The evening began with 40 class 
of 2017 young adults schmoozing. Soon after, another 40 
young adults, who had graduated in 2016 and 2015, filled 
SBH with energy and joy as the 80 guests enjoyed Shabbat 
together! After the event, attendees shared that many 
close relationships started because of the dinner. Recent 
college grads recruited their friends and the host committee 
included alumni from a variety of Midwest schools who 
SBH connected with through their local Hillels. The evening 
also engaged many alumni of Metro Chicago Hillel.

S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

Sara Chinsky  DePaul University Graduate,  
Silverstein Base Hillel Young Adult   

“Silverstein Base Hillel has become my home away from home. I love the people 
that I have met there and feel so welcomed into the community every single 
time. I always find myself looking forward to upcoming events, especially Tacos 
and Torah! Rabbi Megan and Paige are always there for me, whether it be in my 
personal journey or my Jewish journey. They have made living away from home 
much easier. SBH gave me an opportunity to be a student leader. I was on the student 
interview committee when Rabbi Megan and Paige were first interviewing for their jobs. 
Right away, I connected with them and this made working alongside them enjoyable and also 
helped with my transition post-graduation. I was able to still stay involved as a young adult and continue 
the strong relationships we had built. This year, post-graduation, I worked with Rabbi Megan and Paige on 
the recent Alumni Shabbat where I got to serve on the host committee. The night was a success and ended 
up being one of my favorite experiences at SBH. I felt like I could’ve stayed for hours, meeting new people, 
talking about random things, and connecting with other people who were at similar points in their lives.”
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1,546
participants over two years

507
Shabbat 

attendees

313
one-on-one  
meetings/

conversations

297
people  

attended  
a learning  
program

170
young adults  

had 6+  
interactions  

with SBH

19
organizational 
partnerships

SILVERSTEIN BASE HILLEL BY THE NUMBERS



S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

Shelley Davis  School of the Art Institute Chicago  

“I got connected to Hillel through other Jewish students at SAIC. Through 
them, I met Rabbi Megan and the rest is history. I was instantly hooked after 
I attended a Passover Seder in 2016. I love Hillel because it has given me 
the opportunity to connect with my Jewish identity in a way that I’ve never 
experienced before. Although I have never been particularly religious, MCH has 
given me the opportunity to ask questions about Judaism, I otherwise wouldn’t 
have asked. I feel connected to this community because I have made some of my 
closest friends from college at SBH. I also love that the staff at SBH have welcomed me, 
and everyone who walks into their home, with open arms. My favorite experience with MCH this 
year was the Harry Potter Shabbat. I have never seen so many eager college students excited 
to welcome Shabbat with prayer, song, team building and a little bit of magic. That entire night 
perfectly describes my feeling of community and friendship that I’ve experienced at MCH.”
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 FEATURED EVENTS
HARRY POTTER HANUKKAH
Harry Potter Hanukkah was a new program series that connected students 
at Loyola University to the history, beauty and ritual of Hanukkah through 
the Harry Potter book series. We explored the themes of miracles, light, 
rededication, and resilience, and their relevance to both Jewish tradition 
and J.K. Rowling’s popular book series. Events included a photo booth in the 
student center, a pop-up museum style, interactive exhibit exploring light 
in Judaism, science, and pop culture, discussions about Hanukkah using 
Talmudic text, hanukkiyah and wand making, and a movie night. The week 
ended in a Metro Chicago Hillel-wide Harry Potter Shabbat dinner complete 
with a classic British meal, butter beer, latkes, polyjuice potion, chocolate 
frogs, and a Tri-Wizard tournament. What started out as a student leader 
suggestion about “8 Harry Potter movies and 8 nights of Hanukkah” blossomed 
into a meaningful and thought-provoking series of events that allowed 117 
STUDENTS to celebrate and share the vibrancy of Jewish life on campus.

PURIM SHPIEL
In March MCH hosted its first annual Purim Shpiel Comedy 
Competition. A Purim Shpiel is a retelling or reenactment of the Purim 
story through humor, music, and drama. Three college improv teams 
used the themes and characters from the Megilla to compete against 
one another. DePaul’s PURIMprov, Loyola’s Latchkey Kid, and UIC/
Columbia’s AEPi chapter each did a fantastic job, but AEPi came out 
on top. OVER 70 STUDENTS and community members joined MCH 
for a night of laughter, learning, and overall fun to celebrate Purim!

YAVILAH MCCOY: FAITH, POWER AND PRIVILEGE
MCH hosted Yavilah McCoy, the founder of Ayecha, a nonprofit that provides educational resources for 
Jewish diversity and advocacy for Jews of Color, for a workshop. Yavilah shared her story of being a Jew 
of Color while maintaining a light hearted, humorous vibe. Everyone listened and opened up about their 
own experiences of being a person of color, or a Jewish person in a predominantly non-Jewish space. The 
group discussed race, micro-aggressions, and complex terminology in our current culture. Participants 
were grateful to participate in such a crucial discussion of social justice and intersectionality!

“The MCH Purim Shpiel competition 
was so much fun. It was such an 

innovative way to get people excited 
about Purim. The groups had hilarious 

interpretations of the Purim story 
and what better place to have it in 
Chicago, the capital of comedy and 
improv. I’m so excited to see what 

the teams come up with next year!”

Monica Hirsh 
Columbia College



JEWISH LEARNING FELLOWSHIP
The Jewish Learning Fellowship (JLF) is a 10-
week experiential, conversational seminar for 
students looking to deepen their understanding 
of Judaism on their own terms. This year, MCH 
ran four JLF cohorts with 51 STUDENTS. In the 
fall, there was a Judaism and Arts cohort that 
engaged 13 students, primarily from MCH’s arts 
campuses. Students engaged in conversations 
about Judaism and the arts, culminating in a gallery 
event where each student displayed or performed 
an original piece inspired by the class. On the 
same night, MCH ran a cohort entitled Life’s Big 
Questions for 13 students who examined major 
topics through a Jewish lens. The two spring JLF 
cohorts focused on Social Justice and Judaism 
and on Leadership, engaging 25 students total.

“I found Harry Potter 
Hanukkah a very captivating 
way to view Hanukkah in a 
fresh ‘light.’ It made me to 

think of new ways to see light, 
miracles, and our community.” 

Elisheva Krinsky 
Loyola University

S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

Sydney Kaplan  Illinois Institute of Technology 

“My freshman year I moved across the country, from Seattle, Washington, to 
attend Illinois Institute of Technology and I quickly found out there are not 
many Jews on my campus. I was then connected with Carly and we went out 
for coffee. Not long after, I attended my first event. From the first Metro Chicago 
Hillel event I attended, I knew I had found my second home. I was welcomed with 
opened arms, and since then I have made so many meaningful friendships. I love 
when we order Mediterranean food from Mizrahi Grill. You can never go wrong with 
some freshly fried falafel on a fluffy pita! Hillel has also shown me what community means 
to me. I have been very fortunate to participate in the Jewish Learning Fellowship during three 
different semesters. Through this I have had the opportunity to meet so many amazing students from 
many campus’ that I may not have met otherwise. I have also grown so much closer to my Judaism.”
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DEPAUL LEADERSHIP TRIP
In December, MCH led a fact-finding trip of 17 DEPAUL 
STUDENT LEADERS to Israel. The focus of the trip was 
politics, history, and the Israel-Palestinian conflict. The 
group heard from an array of impressive speakers including 
multiple members of Knesset, journalists from the New 
York Times, and well-known professors and diplomats. 
Students came in with varying knowledge of the region, 
but all left with a much more comprehensive idea of why 
the situation is so complicated, and why boycotts or blind 
criticism of Israel only further exacerbate the issues. The 
results have been tremendous, as students who were 
previously uninterested in Israel have been consistently 
engaged since returning. Many of the students are now 
allies to MCH on campus, have since attended national 
conferences, or even returned for another trip to Israel!

LUNCH AND LEARNS 
At UIC, students this year were interested in learning post-graduation skills, so Lunch and Learns around these topics 
were organized. Pizza and Personal Finance examined money beliefs, how they influence our behavior, and affect our 
lives. The event featured Dave Kramer and Steven Lome, co-authors of the book $500 Cup of Coffee: A Lifestyle Approach 
to Financial Independence to tell positive stories about planning for the future. Another event focused on resume writing 
and featured Susan Caplan, a marketing expert and author of Marketing Yourself to the Real World. Students learned how 
to develop their careers before, during, and after graduation. They got hands-on experience working on resumes, cover 
letters, personal websites, and job searches.

S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

Katherine O’Neill  Loyola University 

“I love Hillel because it feels like one big, crazy, Jewish family. When I went away 
to school I knew I wanted to get more in touch with my faith and learn about 
Jewish culture. Hillel has helped me connect to my Judaism and I have learned 
so much. I attend Shabbat dinners as often as I can, and they serve amazing 
Kosher chocolate chip cookies, I’ve eaten way too many! I would have to say 
that my favorite memory of the year was going on Birthright Israel with some new 
friends from Loyola Hillel. Without the support and encouragement of Loyola Hillel, I 
never would have taken the leap to go on Birthright. I got to see Israel and make lifelong 
friendships with fellow Hillel students.”



S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

Mark Livshots  Loyola University 

“Before coming to LUC, I wasn’t very in touch with my Judaism. I identified as 
being Jewish but didn’t really do anything to affirm it. I became involved with 
Hillel and am now participating in many events that connect me to the Jewish 
community and make me feel a part of something great. The people at MCH are 
welcoming, very friendly, and always make me feel comfortable. I was fortunate 
enough go on Birthright Israel this year. The trip was filled with meaningful and 
everlasting memories. What really stuck out to me was our visit to the Western Wall. 
To be able to witness the meaningfulness, holiness, and the beauty of this was a true gift. 
I am very happy I got to put a note into the cracks. I also loved our hike up Masada. The history, 
grandeur, and views from the mountain really touched me. In general, the whole trip was life changing. 
It is an honor to interact with students of Hillel and participate in activities that align with my values.”



Metro Chicago Hillel is an initiative of the Jewish United Fund,  
supported by Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life.

William and Mildred Levine Hillel Center 
924 S. Morgan Street • Chicago, Illinois 60607 

312.829.1595 • MetroChicagoHillel.org
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