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“The JSU Presidents Conference was truly life-changing. 
The connections I made and the sense of community I felt was like 

nothing I've ever experienced.”

NCSY and JSU offer life-changing experiences to Jewish teens of all 
backgrounds, at a critical time in their lives.  None of this can happen without 
your support. For more information, go to www.midwestncsy.org/impact.
A partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community.

Katie, Jewish Student Union (JSU) President and Future Jewish Leader

jccfilmfest.org

STUDIO DIRECTOR

clrbrands.com lakeviewderm.com

LIMITED TIME OFFER
5 FILMS FOR THE PRICE OF 4

5 FILMS OVER 2 WEEKENDS  I  TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

JCC Chicago is a non-profit organization inspired by Jewish values, bridging traditions and generations to create a more vibrant, 
connected community.  JCC Chicago is a partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community.  ©2021 JCC Chicago

JANUARY 21-23

A Common Goal
Players on the Israeli National Soccer Team have 
their loyalty questioned by the media and racist 
fans as half the players and the captain are Muslim.

Belly of the Beast
When a courageous young woman and a radical 
lawyer discover a pattern of illegal sterilizations  
in California’s women’s prisons, they wage a near- 
impossible battle against the Department  
of Corrections. 

Family in Transition
The lives of a family in a small, traditional town  
in Israel change completely after their father  
finally decides to tell them that he’s becoming a 
transgender woman.

All information subject to change. Please visit  jccfilmfest.org for the most up-to-date schedule and to purchase tickets or passes.

THANK YOU TO OUR TOP LEVEL SPONSORS
WRITER

keshet.org

SOCIAL JUSTICE SERIES

JAN 14-23 

SPRING FILM FESTIVAL 
SAVE THE DATE: MARCH 11-27

JANUARY 14-16

Once Upon A Boy
An Israeli family deals with the  
challenges of cerebral palsy, which 
affects one of their twin sons, and 
travels to the US to undergo a  
complex surgery. 

Stranger/Sister
A Muslim and a Jewish woman  
join hands to stop the wave of 
white supremacist hate in the U.S.  

Plus the special short Growing 
Peace In the Middle East created 
by a 7th grader inspired by a visit 
to a non-profit in Israel.
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Charlie Margolis, Ben Leshem, Steve Hefter
& Micah Nathan

Partners

The #1 Financial Advisor 
In Illinois For 2021

1849 Green Bay Road, Suite 200. Highland Park, IL 60035
847-563-3400   |   www.HLMCapital.com

HLM Capital Management’s Steve Hefter has been
recognized as the top Financial Advisor in Illinois.

#1 Ranked by  
Forbes 

for Best In-State Wealth Advisor1

Buckingham Pavilion
AWARD WINNING REHABILITATION & SENIOR CARE

773.973.5333 •  2625 W. TOUHY AVENUE •  CHICAGO

Brightening Lives
Every Single Day

From Our Home to Yours

Happy Chanukah

The Best 
Senior Care Alternative
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847.597.8772
Call to schedule a visit and stay for lunch ... on us!
Paisley Valentincic, Director of Sales & Marketing
info@tamarisknorthshore.com
1627 Lake Cook Road, Deerfield IL

TamariskNorthShore.com 1245.9.2021

LIVE
THRIVE
SOCIALIZE

Step into Tamarisk NorthShore and 
you will notice a warm and welcoming 
community that is buzzing with the 
energy of exceptional people.

Welcome to Tamarisk NorthShore. A brand 
new independent living community for adults 
65 and better.

With an array of wellness, life enrichment and 
entertainment programs, delicious dining, and top 
notch service throughout, you will see why Tamarisk is 
quickly becoming the destination of choice for older 
adults. With winter on its way, why not cozy up to 
our community fireplace with friends, join a Bridge 
game, take in a lecture or engage in a wellness class. 
The variety of ways in which to connect with others is 
endless at Tamarisk NorthShore!

SIGN YOUR LEASE BY DECEMBER 31, 2021 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YEAR END SAVINGS!

Sample Rates
Current Age: 65 70 75 80 85 90
Payout Rate: 5.9% 6.2% 6.8% 7.7% 8.9% 10.5%

Lock in higher rates before they are lowered January 1, 2022. 

Our Charitable Gift Annuity offers income for life plus tax benefits—

with very competitive rates. Contact Steve Wander to learn more.

legacy@juf.org • 312-357-4853 • jufplannedgiving.org

Make a gift to the Jewish community 
and receive payments for life.

Guided by our Jewish
values and history, 
HIAS helps refugees
build new lives. 

Learn how you can
help at hias.org

Help Us Resettle 
Afghan Refugees

HIAS is a partner with the
Jewish United Fund in
serving our community.
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WEINBERG COMMUNITY 
WELCOMES YOU

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR LIMITED-TIME MOVE-IN SPECIALS TODAY!

THE CJE ADVANTAGE: Since 1972, CJE SeniorLife has been a central resource and champion for older adults and their families 
by providing community-based and residential care options. We provide solutions that enhance their quality of life while honoring 
their unique healthcare, lifestyle and socio-economic needs.

WEINBERG COMMUNITY FOR SENIOR LIVING     1551 Lake Cook Road  |  Deerfield IL  |  WeinbergCommunity.net  |  847.374.0500
CJE SeniorLife® is a partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community. 1397.11.2021

Learn more at 847.374.0500 or WeinbergCommunity.net.

• Chanukah Special •
Take a tour to see our beautiful community 

and then spin the dreidel to win your 
Chanukah gelt for fabulous savings!

Call 847.374.0500 to schedule your tour today! 

Must sign lease between now and 12/31/21 with move in 
no later than 12/31/21.

Weinberg Community has been the trusted leader in assisted 
living since 1997. We are truly dedicated to enhancing the lives 
of older adults. Our innovative programs are designed to keep 
our residents healthy—physically, mentally, and spiritually!

• Gidwitz Place for Assisted Living

• The Friend Center for Memory Care—Bernard Heerey Annex
• Adult Day Services

908 W. Argyle Street, Chicago, IL 60640 •  773-271-0300
The Selfhelp Home is a non-profit Jewish home with a tradition of caring for more than 70 years.

Chanukah
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C H A I  L I G H T S J E R U S A L E M  N O T E S

The height  
of tourism  
season in the 
Hula Valley
IN PRE-COVID YEARS  (for those of us who remember), Israel’s tourism indus-
try was booming. With a rise of 11% relative to the previous year and 55% over 
the previous three years, 2019 was a record year with over 4.5 million incoming 
tourists (compared with the total size of our population at nine million). 

But there is one population that arrives in Israel twice a year, in autumn and 
in spring, and it is a hundred times more numerous: The bird population. Close 
to half a billion birds of many different species and varieties head south from 
Europe and northern Asia seeking the warmth of Africa—and they all fly over 
tiny Israel. In the spring, the birds return to Europe and Asia, paying us a sec-
ond visit. And their favorite stop happens to be in the Hula Valley, north of the 
Kinneret. 

The valley is part of the Syrian–African rift, which includes the Jordan Valley, 
the Dead Sea, and the Red Sea. It is a natural reservoir formed by the sweet 
water tributaries of the Jordan River. For millennia, the valley was made up 
of a small lake of 3,500 acres surrounded by marshland about twice that size. 
Every winter, the valley would flood with rain and spring waters, prohibiting 
farmers from harvesting the scarce land. The swamp also brought with it an 
annual wave of flies, mosquitoes, and other unwanted guests that populated 
the Galilee region, bringing malaria to its inhabitants.

In the 1950s, the Israeli government decided to drain the Hula Valley and turn 
it into agricultural land. But the project caused an animated public debate, pit-
ting farmers against ecologists who claimed that draining the Hula marshland 
would alter the area’s ecosystem and deprive Europe’s migrating birds from 
their important watering hole. Additionally, many indigenous flora and local 
animals disappeared when the valley was drained. 

In the ensuing years, it turned out that the Hula land was not suited for har-
vest and could not, in fact, be used for profitable agriculture. In the absence of 
a water reservoir in the valley, organic matter and minerals could not be ab-
sorbed into the land, and instead flowed into the Kinneret, Israel’s main source 
of drinking water at the time. 

In the 1990s, authorities started to flood the Hula Valley in a controlled man-
ner, re-instituting its forgotten lake and allowing the migrating birds to return 
to our land. Today, half a billion pelicans, herons, storks, and cranes arrive in 
huge flocks, joined by a variety of birds of prey and other birds. 

The Hula Valley is a paradise not just for birdwatchers, but for anyone in-
terested in seeing the unique phenomenon of hundreds of thousands of birds 
landing on the small lake at sundown during migration season. The Hula 
National Park allows visitors to walk to the shore of the lake, rent a bicycle, or 
ride in a large covered wagon that hides the humans from the birds and lets us 
get to within 10 or 20 feet of them. 

Seventy years after draining the Hula Swamp, we now realize that it was a 
mistake and an example of how human intervention in nature can sometimes 
be destructive. In 2009, the BBC Wildlife magazine declared the Hula Lake one 
of the 10 most important bird observation locations in the world. Today, the 
Hula Lake is home to a unique and world-renowned ecosystem that highlights 
a flourishing relationship between humans, agriculture, and wildlife, attract-
ing both tourists and (many) birds.  

(Photo credit: Ofer Bavly)

BY O FE R BAV LY

Ofer Bavly is the Director General of the JUF Israel Office.

A fish tale
SORTING THROUGH  some old belongings recently, I discovered a handcraft-
ed recipe book created by my second-grade Jewish day school classroom. Each 
of us contributed a recipe to the compilation that we dictated to our teachers 
to type up.

Mine was for a tuna fish sandwich—not a surprising selection, because I’ve 
loved tuna for as long as I can remember. My instructions culminated with add-
ing water to the fish. Okay, I’m not exactly Julia Child, but at least I’ve learned 
that you’re supposed to drain water from—not add water to—the tin can.

Fast forward 35 years to the present day. When my JUF colleagues and I 
share what we’ve missed most about our physical office space, the JUF build-
ing, during the pandemic, tuna fish often gets top billing.

If you’ve ever attended a meal at JUF—shoutout to our fantastic Chef Keith 
Wagner and his talented kitchen staff—you’re familiar with the delicious tuna 
salad. No matter what else is on the menu that day, you can always count on the 
white porcelain bowl of tuna at the end of the buffet line. 

From Jewish day school cookbooks to JUF lunches, tuna fish is ubiquitous in 
Jewish life. In fact, Ashkenazi Jews have come to depend on the unpretentious 
tuna fish at every Jewish gathering, from Shabbat lunches to break-the-fasts, 
from simchas to shivas. 

So why is tuna fish so synonymous with the American Jewish experience? 
For starters, the saltwater fish—which made the cut for Alana Newhouse’s 

The 100 Most Jewish Foods in 2019—has fins and scales, which makes the fish ko-
sher. Since fish is pareve—meaning we can eat it with meat or dairy—tuna has 
few restrictions on what it can be served with. 

But the same could be said for a lot of other non-shellfish fish, like trout, tila-
pia, and cod—so why tuna?

I dug deeper and discovered it wasn’t until the turn of the 20th century that 
tuna became a desirable fish for people to eat. Until then, according to a 2021 
Nosher article by Sonya Sanford, sardines had been the most popular tinned 
fish for human consumption, while tuna was relegated to fishing bait and an-
imal food. 

But in 1903, a mix of poor ocean con-
ditions and overfishing made for a di-
saster of a sardine season. That’s when 
a Los Angeles-based fish company ex-
ecutive, Albert P. Halfhill, set out to find 
an alternative to sardines, discovering 
albacore tuna aplenty off the coast of 
California. 

The combination of tuna fish’s abun-
dance, the fish being a convenient 
source of protein with not much more 
prep than opening a tin can, its modest 
price tag, and some smart marketing—
such as offering free tastings at county 
fairs—led to tuna’s soaring popularity.

Its growing appeal coincided with the rise of the Jewish delicatessen as 
a gathering place for European Jewish immigrants in metropolises like 
Manhattan and here in the Windy City. The fish soon became a staple on deli 
menus, dished up in versatile ways—as a sandwich on a bagel or rye, dressed up 
as a fancier melt, or scooped straight up. 

The Bagel Restaurant & Deli, in Lakeview, sells roughly 25 pounds of alba-
core tuna a day. Its general manager, Richard Brantner, tells me the deli’s tuna 
salad—made with mayo, celery, and onion—is typically the third most popular 
seller on the menu after corned beef and salami.

At Manny’s Cafeteria & Delicatessen, tuna fish is also a go-to choice for cus-
tomers looking for a lighter, non-meat alternative. The Chicago institution’s 
fourth generation owner, Dan Raskin, says Manny’s serves a “clean” version of 
tuna salad, that goes easy on the mayo and adds just celery and salt and pepper 
to the dish.

If there is a minyan of Jews breaking bread together, it’s a good bet that tuna 
salad will be the 11th guest in the room. As we honor food’s centrality to Jewish 
life in this issue, let’s celebrate tuna fish, a fixture at American Jewish tables 
and a witness to our Jewish stories for more than a century. 

Pictured: The author’s tuna recipe for her second-grade day school cookbook. 

BY CI N DY S H E R   |  Executive Editor

Why is tuna fish 
so synonymous 
with the American 
Jewish experience?
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C O M M E N TA R Y

The word ‘Jew’ isn’t a slur
I am a Jew—not a Jewish person
BEING JEWISH  is one of the main parts of my identity. So when people dance 
around calling me a Jew, a word filled with love and tradition in my mind, all 
I can ask them is: Why?

“I don’t feel right calling you that,” they say. “It just sounds like the 
punchline to a mean joke.”

People get creative when coming up with alternatives—nervous-
ly adding “-ish person” to the end of “Jew” at the last second, call-
ing me “a person of the Jewish faith” or other awkward phrases 
to avoid saying the dreaded J-word.

I know these people mean well, and they’re afraid they 
might accidentally say something offensive, but not say-
ing the word “Jew” gives power to the misconcep-
tion that it’s a slur.

I can understand why they think that. It’s 
true that bigots and antisemites often spit 
out the word in a condescending, disgust-
ed way that makes it sound like an insult. 
And let’s not forget the Jews who were 
forced to wear the yellow Star of David 
badges branded with the word “Jude” 
during the Holocaust so everyone could 
identify them. In these instances, Jew 
was most definitely used as a slur.

But when well-meaning people use 
it respectfully, it’s not offensive in the 
slightest. Most Jews refer to each oth-
er as Jews, and others I’ve talked to 
with similar experiences said that 
the avoidance of the word makes 
them uncomfortable.

Yet, gentiles aren’t the only 
ones who worry that Jew is an 
outdated term better left in the 
past. Even some Jews have come 
to believe that the moniker is a 
derogatory word because of the 
contempt antisemites have at-
tached to it. It’s upsetting to know 
that others have ruined a special and 
beautiful word for those whom it 
describes.

Growing up, my friends and I 
referred to ourselves lovingly as 
the “Jew Crew.” I would hate for 
these types of phrases to be erad-
icated from everyday vernacular, all 
because gentiles think it is something 
to be ashamed of.

Shockingly, even some style guides have been published 
suggesting it is better to use “Jewish people” over “Jews” 

in writing. Again, I ask: according to whom? It makes 
me wonder if any Jews were consulted at all in this de-
cision. By setting rules that state “Jew” is not a pre-
ferred term, it sets the narrative that the noun is an in-
sult, and it perpetuates the negative connotation that 
Jews are trying to break down.

It doesn’t help that the majority of Jewish represen-
tation in TV shows and movies often plays on neg-

ative stereotypes, even in today’s media land-
scape. While the media definitely plays a role 

in perpetuating the misconception that 
“Jew” is a slur, that doesn’t mean we 

should give in and stop using it al-
together. If anything, it means 

that we should use it even more 
in everyday conversation to 
offset the stereotype that it’s 
an insult.

If you’re still worried about 
offending Jews by using the 

word in the wrong context, 
just remember that it’s okay to 

use it as a noun, but not as a verb.
For example, you may have heard 

the crude phrase “Jew him down,” 
which refers to bargaining down the price 

of something. This is clearly not an acceptable way to 
use the word, and other instances in which “Jew” is 
used as a verb often carry the same disrespectful tone.

It’s also important to ask Jews if they prefer to be 
called a Jewish person or something else, and know that 

their preference does not speak for the group as a whole. 
It’s a personal choice that can feel more sensitive to some 

than others.
I am a Jew, and I want others to know that referring to me as such 

does not come off as disrespectful. It’s time to reclaim our identity as 
Jews and not let anyone diminish who we are by changing what we 
are called. 

For more articles like this, please visit HeyAlma.com.

BY J OA N N A M A N N   |  Alma via JTA 

Joanna Mann is an education and social justice reporter  
in the Pacific Northwest. 

Make the Impossible Possible for 
the Land and People of Israel

Enrich the lives of thousands living in Israel’s 
North and South ∙ Inspire new generations to 
embrace their Jewish and Zionist Heritage ∙ 
Build medical centers, schools, playgrounds, 
parks, forests, and resilience centers ∙ Drive 

greater inclusion for people with special needs 

Gifts made by December 31
qualify for year end tax benefits.

jnf.org/donate

For more information contact
Ellen Spira Hattenbach, Executive Director, Illinois 

EHattenbach@jnf.org ∙ 847.656.8880 x760

jnf.org/donate 
800.JNF.0099

JW Marriott Miami Turnberry Aventura, FL* 
Sunday, December 19th, 2021 6:00PM
uhmiamigala.com

GALA CHAIR

TILA FALIC LEVI
HONOREES

ADELE & DR. JOEL SANDBERG
& DR. ARI CIMENT

FOUNDER & PRESIDENT

ELI BEER

HOSTED BY LISA & MAYOR GABRIEL GROISMAN

For more info on Sponsorships, Tables, & Digital Ads please contact: 
Events@israelrescue.org | 646-833-7108 | uhmiamigala.com

*Venue will be outdoors. 
Proof of vaccination or negative pcr test required.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

SHERYL SANDBERG
Bestselling author of Lean In and Option B
COO of Facebook

B”H

2ND ANNUAL MIAMI GALA2ND ANNUAL MIAMI GALA



$35,855,000

Jewish star and former bar/bat mitzvah DJ Paul Rudd has been 
named 2021’s “Sexiest Man Alive” by People magazine. He  
currently stars alongside Will Ferrell in the new Apple TV+ series  
The Shrink Next Door, and in the latest installment of the Ghost-
busters series. His breakout role was in 1995’s Clueless, and  
other hits include the Ant-Man franchise, the Anchorman movies,  
I Love You, Man, and a string of Judd Apatow movies including  
The 40-year-old Virgin.

Rudd is only the third Jewish man to be 
dubbed People’s Sexiest, after Adam 

Levine (2013) and Harrison Ford 
(1998). At 52, Rudd also is the 

third-oldest ever to receive the 
title. He told People he hopes 

he’ll be invited to “some of 
those sexy dinners with 
Clooney and Pitt and B 
Jordan” and added that 
he is going to “lean into it 
hard … and [get] business 
cards made.”

—Paul Wieder,  
Associate Editor  

  Paul Rudd attends the New York 
premiere of The Shrink Next Door at  

The Morgan Library, Oct. 28, 2021.  
(Photo credit: Alexi J. Rosenfeld/Getty Images.)

CULTURE P   P!
N O T E D

A watercolor painting by Vincent Van Gogh that was stolen by the Nazis from 
its Jewish owner during the Holocaust was sold at auction for $35,855,000 in 
November, breaking the record for the largest sum ever paid for a Van Gogh paint-
ing on paper at auction.

The painting (pictured at right), called Meules de blé in French—“Wheatstacks” 
in English—was completed by Van Gogh in 1888 and features a colorful wheat 
harvest scene.

It had been purchased by Max Meirowsky, a German Jewish art collector, in 1913. 
When Meirowsky left Germany for Amsterdam in the face of growing antisem-
itism in 1938, he left the painting with an art dealer who sold it to Alexandrine 
de Rothschild of the famed banking family. When Rothschild left Germany for 
Switzerland, her art collection was seized by the Nazis. 

The painting’s whereabouts between the end of World War II and the 1970s are 
unknown, but in 1979, American businessman Ed Cox purchased the painting at a 
gallery in New York.

The proceeds from the sale are set to be split between Cox’s estate and the de-
scendants of Meirowsky and Rothschild, according to the terms of a negotiation 
facilitated by the Christie’s auction house. 

—Shira Hanau, JTA

(Photo courtesy Christie’s) 

BY THE NUMBERS

Highland Park cyclist completes 20th charity bike ride
More than 70 cyclists—including Highland Park resident Robb Feldman (pic-
tured above)—recently completed a three-day Wheels of Love charity bike 
ride in the U.S., in support of ALYN Hospital in Jerusalem. The hospital, Israel’s 
only pediatric and adolescent rehabilitation center, provides innovative care 
and treatment for children with a wide range of disabilities. The 130-mile bike 
ride, held in Maryland, occurred in conjunction with an annual ride in Israel. 
This year marked Feldman’s 20th year of participating in the charity bike ride, 
which he first learned about decades ago when his girlfriend at the time—now 
his wife—worked there as a nurse. Feldman and his son were two of the first 
five Americans to join the ride in Israel.
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Cyclists bike for IDF alongside Israeli wounded vets
More than 40 Friends of the Israel Defense Forces supporters from across the 
U.S. participated in the 6th Annual FIDF Ride—a challenging and exhilarating 
six-day bicycle adventure through Israel. Among them were Alon Beitner of 
Martinton, Ill. and Moses W. Gaynor of Chicago. 

 Joining the ride were Israeli professional cyclists and a group of wounded 
Israeli combat veterans who have benefited from FIDF rehabilitative pro-
grams and prosthetic devices. 

Pictured above: Alon Beitner (left) and Moses W. Gaynor (right). (Gilad Kavalerchik, courtesy FIDF)  

Chabad of Naperville opens new 
center for Jewish life
After serving the Naperville Jewish community for 16 years, the 
Chabad of Naperville—led by Rabbi Mendy and Alta Goldstein—
have opened a new building. The new Abrams Center for Jewish 
Life—8,000 square feet in size—serves as a place to connect social-
ly and spiritually. Donations from Ken and Elaine Abrams made 
the center possible.  

B I K I N G  F O R  G O O D
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“For us, and for everyone, 
Thanksgiving is a time for reflection 
on the past year. One of my favor-
ite memories was when our family 
visited, and together we hung a me-
zuzah on the front door of the Vice 
President’s Residence.”

—A November tweet from Doug Emhoff, the husband of Vice 
President Kamala Harris, picking one of his favorite memories 
from 2021. In the tweet, he shared photos of his family affixing 
the mezuzah on the door frame of the vice president’s mansion. 
He is the first Jew to reside in the vice president’s house.

UOTEWORTHY

N O T E D

Becca Gadiel, a junior at Knox College, was 
chosen as the 2021–22 Student Laureate 
of the Lincoln Academy of Illinois. This 
honor recognizes Illinois’ outstanding 
college seniors. Gadiel also joined Phi 
Beta Kappa—the nation’s most presti-
gious academic honors society—at the 
end of her junior year, as opposed to 
the usual senior-year induction. Gadiel is 
majoring in  psychology with minors in phi-
losophy and social service, and plans to become a 
social worker. Within the Jewish community, she participated in 
JUF’s Research Training Internship program from 2016 to 2017, 
and currently serves as the president of Knox Jewish Club. 

David Nankin is the new Chairman of 
JCC Chicago’s Board of Directors. He 
is a strong believer in JCC Chicago’s 
focus on Jewish-based early child-
hood education, camp, and cultural 
engagement for the broader commu-
nity. “These [children] are our future 
community leaders!” he said. “I’m proud 
to be part of JCC Chicago’s life-affirm-
ing journey that builds on the richness and 
power of Jewish values.” He previously served 
as Treasurer and Budget & Finance Committee Chair for JCC 
Chicago’s Board of Directors. Nankin, who works in commercial 
real estate, lives in Highland Park with his wife Robin. They be-
long to North Suburban Synagogue Beth El. 

Chicago teen Rachel Luban, a junior at 
Rochelle Zell Jewish High School, was 

named one of the top 20 finalists of 
Jewish Rock Radio’s “Jewish Star 
Talent Search.” This initiative identi-
fies emerging, talented Jewish-music 
performers with a passion to impact 

the Jewish world. A group of nation-
ally renowned Jewish music artists and 

educators reviewed their video entries, se-
lecting 20 to receive exclusive opportunities to 

expand their skills, helping them make an even greater impact 
on their communities and the larger Jewish world. 

JUF hosts panel with White House liaisons
In November, JUF’s Government Affairs Committee hosted a 
panel with Melissa Rogers, Executive Director of White House 
Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships, and 
Chanan Weissman, the White House Liaison to the American 
Jewish community. They discussed the Biden Administration’s 
response to rising antisemitism, as well as key JUF federal policy 
priorities.

Rogers specifically noted that funding for the Nonprofit 
Security Grant program could potentially increase through the 
current conversations around the “Build Back Better” Plan, a mas-
sive spending package aimed at bolstering the social safety net.

As with large packages that include countless programs and 
purposes, JUF has not endorsed the entire spending package, 
but continues to advocate for specific policy priorities. These in-
clude increasing funding for childcare, extensions to key health 
programs, funding for home- and community-based services, 
and more.

—Jonathan Schrag, JUF’s Legislative Associate for Federal 
Government Affairs, D.C. Office
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35,000 people—teachers, 
school administrators, students, 
campers and their parents—
benefited when day schools, 
early childhood centers, and 
camps could safely reopen 
with help from JUF.

“I love it here.  
They’re like my family.”
 — Jonah, 25-year-old Keshet client“We focused on giving 

compassionate care to our 
hospital staff in this once- 
in-a-lifetime situation.  
We thought about the kind 
of self-care needed for the 
caregivers who were so brave, 

working around the clock.”

 —  Karen Teitelbaum  
President, Sinai Chicago

“After a year of isolation, this 
amazing team showed our 

children how to prioritize 
mental health and healing, 
and how to nurture those 
friendships that mean 
everything. The incredible 
experience this summer 
truly reset my kids and filled 
them with what they needed 

to start the school year.”

—Camp Chi parent

“After I graduated from college,  
I wanted to continue a sense  

of Jewish life. Base was  
the natural next step.”

 —Base participant

When you donate to JUF, the list of recipients is long—from people in need of food or financial assistance  
to those seeking emotional support, ways to explore their Jewish identity, or simply connection.  

Give one gift. 
Do a world of good. 

It’s easy to donate—and we’ll match it!
Now through the end of the year, we’re matching every donation to the 2021 
JUF Annual Campaign dollar for dollar—so your gift will have twice the impact!

Open your phone’s camera and hover over this QR code. A link will appear—
simply click on it to go to our donation page: juf.org/worldofgood

2,300 
Holocaust survivors 

received emergency 
financial aid from 

JUF agencies.

36,000 
people received  

mental healthcare 
—a 65% increase  

over 2020.

“Within a week, I had 
food in my refrigerator 
and my rent deposit.  
I am forever grateful.”

— Anthony, EZRA client
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Evelyn R. Greene Legal 
Services offers free legal 
assistance to people in need
JUF’S NEWLY ENDOWED  Evelyn R. Greene Legal 
Services program provides people in need of legal 
help with free representation. The growing pro-
gram depends upon volunteer attorneys who do-
nate their time and expertise. Chicago Volunteer 
Legal Services partners with JUF to provide admin-
istrative support, training, and malpractice insur-
ance to these generous volunteers.

Founded in 1981, the clinic first strove to address 
the legal needs of the Russian Jewish immigrant 
community. Now expanded to help any low-income 
family in need, it still serves as a critical resource to 
the Jewish community.

Throughout the pandemic, legal problems have 
weighed heavily on the community’s most vulnera-
ble. At the same time, many legal clinics have closed. 
JUF’s program, though, stayed open. Staff and 
volunteers admirably kept the program running 
strong, shifting from in-person meetings to phone 
and virtual contact. 

What types of cases does the clinic handle?
The program provides legal assistance in a wide va-
riety of civil cases and occasionally in criminal mis-
demeanors. A common thread throughout is that 
clients frequently have nowhere else to turn.

How does it work?
Unlike most legal clinics that are run by volunteers, 
JUF staff handle all initial interviews and eligibility 
screening of prospective clients. Then, they expert-
ly match the client with one of the clinic’s volun-
teers. Once a case has begun, pro bono attorneys 
are supported by JUF and CVLS staff to unwind any 
administrative or legal complication. 

The clinic’s design allows it to take on more com-
plex and impactful cases.

Who can volunteer for the program?
Attorneys of all practice areas are welcome! From 
the recently barred to the happily retired, attorneys 
can volunteer in their area of specialty or try their 
hand at something new. Paralegals are also encour-
aged to reach out if they are interested in support-
ing the clinic’s cases. 

To volunteer or for legal help, call 847-568-1525, and  
for more information, visit juf.org/greenelegalservices.

Legal clinic 
honors attorney 
Avram Sacks
JUSTICE IS  WHAT MOTIVATES  attorney 
Avram Sacks. His dedication to it led 
him to a career in law, champi-
oning the individual against a 
Goliath—the Social Security 
Administration. It is fitting 
that he be honored for his 
dedicated service to our 
most vulnerable.  

Sacks began volun-
teering with the JUF 
Evelyn R. Greene Legal 
Services program sev-
eral years ago. The clin-
ic, along with Chicago 
Volunteer Legal Services, 
honored him at a virtual 
luncheon in November for 
his dedication and exception-
al pro bono work. 

When asked why he volunteers, 
he responded “… it is a privilege to par-
ticipate and do good.” Ever committed to ser-
vice, Sacks is also a board member of Maot Chitim of Greater Chicago. 

Sacks, a nationally recognized expert on the Social Security Administration, 
specializes in unraveling errors that harm the most vulnerable. 

Particularly egregious to Sacks is when Social Security assesses “overpay-
ments” to Holocaust survivors because an agent wrongfully determined their 
reparation payments from Germany should be counted as income. This error 
puts the elder over the meager allowable threshold for income, and the agency 
demands past benefits be returned. 

Sacks knows reparations are never to be counted as income. “The people 
genuinely need and deserve their benefits,” Sacks said. Combating and over-
turning such administrative errors can make the difference between stability 
and ruin for his clients.

“Avram works tirelessly to secure benefits for the clients he represents 
in the clinic,” said Sima Blue, JUF Evelyn R. Greene Legal Services Program 
Coordinator. “Many of them are at a disadvantage owing to language differ-
ences, age, and disability. He is somewhat disappointed that he has not had the 
opportunity to change things on the proportion of a class action, but I remind 
him that he has changed the lives forever of many of his clients.” 

Pictured: Avram Sacks advocates on behalf of Holocaust survivors so that their reparation 
payments are not counted as income.

BY J E S S I C A R H OA D E S 

Jessica Rhoades is Legal Liaison for the JUF Evelyn R. Greene Legal Clinic.

Create a Jewish Legacy  
teaches organizations how  
to raise endowment funds
SINCE ITS INCEPTION  in 2014, JUF’s Create a Jewish Legacy 
program has helped 39 local synagogues, day schools, and other 
Jewish organizations raise nearly $63 million in legacy commit-
ments. Through CJL, organizations learn new strategies and tac-
tics to secure and formalize endowment gifts. 

Since early 2020, CJL has been offering free legacy-giving train-
ing and coaching to local Jewish organizations, increasing its im-
pact on the Chicago community. CJL has sought out new eligible 
organizations, and reengaged with graduates of the program, to 
provide support and guidance during the pandemic. 

The free service customizes the CJL curriculum to each organi-
zation’s needs. JUF guides community institutions on marketing, 
prospecting, donor engagement strategies, and stewardship tech-
niques, and educates staff on giving vehicles available to donors.  

“This training engaged trustees, encouraged us to focus on ar-
eas of resource development that needed more attention, and po-
sitioned us for greater success as we plan for a major campaign,” 
said Donna Barrows, a trustee at Spertus Institute for Jewish 
Learning and Leadership.

Prioritizing the building of  a robust savings account for emer-
gency situations—such as the pandemic facing the world today—
is one of the most important skills taught through CJL coaching. 

The current, final cohort will graduate in December. Moving 
forward, CJL will fully evolve into its consulting model and is ea-
ger to work with new organizations to ensure a thriving Jewish 
Chicagoland.

“The programming helped our development staff focus on leg-
acy fundraising in order to strengthen our organization now and 
in the future,” said Linda Hoffenberg, Director of Institutional 
Advancement for Camp Ramah in Wisconsin. “Thank you for 
teaching these fishermen how to fish.”  

To learn how you can work with JUF’s Create a Jewish Legacy,  
email Rachel Sherman at cjlchicago@juf.org.  

Create a Jewish Legacy is generously supported by the Crown Family 
Philanthropies. JUF’s local program is part of a national program 
created by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation to preserve vibrant 
Jewish life for future generations.

BY R AC H E L S H E R M A N

Rachel Sherman is Program Manager of JUF’s Create a Jewish Legacy.  

 First-decade campers at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin learn about legacy giving 
at a lunch-and-learn event. (Photo credit: Shaina Sugar)
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New study from Hillel and ADL finds a third of students 
on campus experienced antisemitism in last year
A THIRD  of Jewish college students say they have 
personally experienced antisemitism in the last 
year, according to a new survey conducted jointly 
by Hillel and the Anti-Defamation League.

The two groups recently announced a partner-
ship aimed at combating antisemitism on college 
campuses; the survey represents one of the first 
fruits of the relationship.

The results add data and texture to the picture of 
Jewish life on campus that has been built in recent 
years in large part on anecdotes and firestorms. 
They suggest that the majority of Jewish students 
at American colleges feel safe and supported on 
campus—but that a significant minority have ex-
perienced antisemitism or obscured their Jewish 
identity out of fear of antisemitism.

The survey offers a “strong validation of the 
reality that Jewish students are facing, which is a 
significant and unacceptable level of antisemitism 
and other anti-Jewish bias,” Hillel International 
CEO Adam Lehman told the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency. 

Fifteen percent of students who responded to 
the survey said they had “felt the need to hide” their Jewish identity, and 6% 
said they had felt unwelcome in a campus organization because they were 
Jewish.

Often, the survey found, students reported being or feeling excluded be-
cause of their actual or perceived support for Israel. Conducted online in July 
and August, the survey captured sentiment shortly after the conflict between 

Israel and Hamas in Gaza in May con-
tributed to a spike in pro-Palestinian 
activism on college campuses and 
beyond.

The survey included 756 self-iden-
tified Jewish college students on 220 
campuses, and had a margin of error 
of 4%. It drew from a national sample 
of college students, meaning that stu-
dents surveyed were not all engaged 
with Hillel or other aspects of Jewish 
life on their campuses.

Hillel has made one key finding—
that while 80% of Jewish students say 

they are proud to be Jewish, only 62% of them say they are comfortable tell-
ing people about that pride—the centerpiece of a social media campaign called 
#OwnYourStar—that Hillel launched in the fall.

In many of the posts associated with the campaign, Hillel professionals, stu-
dent leaders, and their supporters have been sharing their campus experienc-
es. One wrote about her fear upon seeing a Star of David etched into a bulletin 
board and not knowing the intention of the person who left it there.

“It’s unacceptable that any student feels they need to hide their Jewish 
identity or feels unwelcome in campus spaces. The survey confirms what 
we have seen for years—there is a profound need for training and education 
combined with concrete action steps to improve campus climates for Jewish 
students,” said Emily Briskman, Associate Vice President, JUF Campus Affairs 

& Executive Director, The Hillels of Illinois. “This is the work we’ve been com-
mitted to in Illinois—our JUF Israel Education Center has trained nearly dozens 
of campus administrators and nearly a thousand students on the modern mani-
festations of antisemitism that college students experience.” 

Lehman said Hillel’s student cabinet, a group of 22 Jewish student leaders 
from campuses around the world, had made a conscious decision to make com-
bating antisemitism the focus of their social media advocacy.

“We know we cannot simply bury our heads in the sand in the face of rising 
antisemitism and hope it will disappear,” he said. “We feel a responsibility to 
take these issues on.”

Hillel and the ADL say the survey’s findings point to a number of steps that 
colleges and universities should take, including incorporating instruction 
about antisemitism into any diversity training that students and faculty re-
ceive, and making it easier for students to report antisemitism that they expe-
rience. The vast majority of students experiencing antisemitism said they did 
not report it, and 40% of those who did report incidents to campus staff said 
they felt their reports were not taken seriously.

The Hillel–ADL findings dovetail with another recently released major re-
port about antisemitism in the U.S. The American Jewish Committee’s annual 
antisemitism study found that 20% of American Jews said that over the last five 
years, they or someone they personally knew had experienced antisemitism on 
a college campus.

But the news on campuses is not all bleak. Many Jewish students want to en-
gage Jewishly on campus. “Even in the face of this pernicious and vocal hatred—
our Hillels welcome thousands of students annually who seek Jewish commu-
nity—more this year than any year prior!” Briskman said. “We know firsthand 
that the antidote to antisemitism on campus is vibrant Jewish life.” 

Pictured: A student bikes across campus at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
(Photo credit: Jeffrey Greenberg/Universal Images Group via Getty Images)

BY P H I L I S SA C R A M E R   |  JTA

JCRC meeting examines  
trial of Charlottesville ‘Unite  
the Right’ organizers 
LAST MONTH,  the neo-Nazi organizers of the “Unite the Right” 
rally in Charlottesville in August 2017 stood trial in the city which 
they had subjected to their violence. Led by the national organi-
zation Integrity First for America, the Sines v. Kessler civil law-
suit seeks to bankrupt the organizations behind the rally.

IFA’s case details how hate groups and their members meticu-
lously planned the violence in the months leading up to the rally, 
including explicit calls to violence and discussion of hitting pro-
testers with cars.

“The violence in Charlottesville was no accident,” said Integrity 
First for America Executive Director Amy Spitalnick, who spoke 
at a JUF’s Jewish Community Relations Council event in August. 
“This case is about making clear that violent hate won’t go unan-
swered—that there will be very serious financial, legal, and oper-
ational consequences.”

The plaintiffs in this case are nine Charlottesville community 
members who suffered extensive injuries while counterprotest-
ing. Jurors heard testimony from the plaintiffs, who described 
their experiences; the defendants, many of whom remain un-
regretful about the injuries and panic they caused; and expert 
witnesses.

Emory professor and antisemitism expert Deborah Lipstadt 
contextualized the neo-Nazi symbols and ideology, and ex-
plained how antisemitism and white supremacy were intercon-
nected through “Replacement Theory”—the vile conspiracy the-
ory that motivated not just the Charlottesville riot, but also the 
Pittsburgh, Poway, El Paso, and Christchurch attacks, according 
to IFA’s summary of the trial. In August, President Joe Biden nom-
inated Lipstadt to serve as Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat 
Anti-Semitism in the U.S. Department of State. 

BY JA N E C H A R N E Y

Jane Charney is the Assistant Vice President of the Local Government 
Affairs department of the Jewish United Fund. 

 Neo-Nazis and white supremacists encircle counterprotesters at the base of 
a statue of Thomas Jefferson after marching through the University of Virginia 
campus with torches in Charlottesville, Va., Aug. 11, 2017. (Photo credit: Shay 
Horse/NurPhoto via Getty Images)

We cannot simply  
bury our heads in the 
sand in the face of 
rising antisemitism.
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Illinois Legislative Jewish Caucus advances  
community’s agenda
ILLINOIS’  GENERAL ASSEMBLY  worked re-
motely and in Springfield to pass historic legis-
lation that will impact the lives of Illinoisians for 
years to come. In October, at JUF’s Government 
Affairs Committee’s invitation, nine members of 
the Jewish Legislative Caucus briefed our commu-
nity about what was accomplished in Springfield—
and what is left to do.

Rep. Dan Didech thanked JUF for supporting 
Public Act 102-0405 and Public Act 102-0406, which 
exempt students from physical education classes 
when observing religious fasts and allow for ex-
cused absences from school due to religious holi-
days. Sen. Laura Fine stressed that ensuring access 
to telehealth—which JUF volunteers lobbied for 
during their Springfield–Washington D.C. Virtual 
Mission—was a lifesaver for many Illinoisans and 
was proud of her many accomplishments in the 
area of mental health supports. Rep. Kelly Cassidy 
noted that there has been resounding community 
interest in making permanent remote access to 
Illinois legislative committee hearings.

When asked about the failed passage of Gov. 
Pritzker’s Fair Tax Initiative and how that will af-
fect future budgets, Sen. Sara Feigenholtz said she 
hoped federal funding would continue to mitigate 

pandemic-related holes in the budget. Leader 
Robyn Gabel also reminded everyone that despite 
the pandemic, higher-than-expected tax revenue 
helped balance Illinois’ budget.

Three weeks after the Government Affairs meet-
ing, as the Jewish Caucus members predicted, the 
late October two-week-long veto session served 
primarily to finalize federal redistricting maps 
and clarified the Health Care Right of Conscience 
Act that some people were using to challenge or 
avoid COVID-19 vaccine/testing mandates.   

BY JA K E C H E R N O FF

Jake Chernoff is a Program Associate for the Public Affairs 
department of the Jewish United Fund.

 Rep. Dan Didech speaking at a Jewish Legislative Caucus 
briefing to JUF’s Government Affairs Committee in October.

JCFS Chicago’s HIAS program helps 
Afghan arrivals resettle
IN THE FALL,   JCFS Chicago received notification from the U.S State 
Department that its HIAS Immigration & Citizenship program was approved 
to restart its refugee resettlement contract—and participate in the Afghan 
Placement and Assistance program.

When refugees first arrive in Chicago, often with nothing more than a sin-
gle suitcase, they are overwhelmed by a new language, new culture, and new 
environment. As the only Jewish refugee resettlement program in the Chicago 
area, HIAS helps them understand and adjust to all that is around them and 
provides critical financial and social-emotional support.

An affiliate of the national HIAS organization, HIAS Immigration & 
Citizenship provides an array of refugee resettlement, immigration, and cit-
izenship services to hundreds of individuals, helping them transition from 
strangers in a new land to contributors in their communities and proud 
American citizens. 

For more information about HIAS Immigration & Citizenship and ways to help  
ensure that each family’s needs are met and that they are on their way to self- 
sufficiency, visit JCFS.org/hiaswelcomecampaign.

Pictured: A family evacuated from Afghanistan is led through the arrival terminal at Dulles 
International Airport in the Washington area to board a bus that will take them to a refugee 
processing center, Aug. 25, 2021. (Photo credit: Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images) 

The Illinois Legislative Jewish 
Caucus includes:

• Representative Jonathan Carroll
• Representative Kelly Cassidy
• Representative Margaret Croke
• Representative Dan Didech
• Leader Robyn Gabel
• Representative Will Guzzardi
•  Representative Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz
• Representative Anna Moeller
• Representative Bob Morgan
• Representative Denyse Stoneback
• Representative Sam Yingling
• Senator Laura Fine
• Senator Sara Feigenholtz
• Senator Julie Morrison
• Senator Ram Villivalam 

With most of the world’s drinkable water lying deep underground and vulnerable to contamination, it’s vital to the 
world’s supply to find new ways to locate and protect these hidden reserves. Thanks to the Weizmann Institute’s 
groundwater dynamics model, we can now predict how contaminants will spread and detoxify any polluted 
groundwater before it disperses, helping prevent water scarcity and preserve supplies for the world’s burgeoning 
population.  Every day, Weizmann Institute scientists in Israel work to protect our planet. Help empower them 
with the freedom to pursue their curiosity. 

A BETTER WORLD IS IN YOUR HANDS. To find out how you can become part of The Weizmann Effect, 
call: 212.895.7927, email: donations@acwis.org, Or visit us online: WEIZMANN-USA.ORG

THE WEIZMANN EFFECT 
REVOLUTIONIZING THE TREATMENT OF 

WATER CONTAMINATION 
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C O M M U N I T Y

On the town
RJD Sukkot with South Loop Chabad
In late September, the Russian Jewish Division and Chabad of 
South Loop erected a sukkah in the center lawn of the courtyard 
in the South Loop. Led by RJD Campaign Associate Alex Kislov, 
over 20 participants came to gather in the sukkah for some ko-
sher sushi, scotch, and blessings. Each participant had the oppor-
tunity to shake the lulav and recite the traditional prayers led by 
Chabad of South Loop’s Rabbi Mordechai Gershon.

1. The Chabad South Loop sukkah.

Cabinet Retreat
Fifteen members from Chicago’s National Young Leadership 
Cabinet group traveled to Carlsbad, Calif. for a Cabinet retreat 
November 1–3. The first in-person retreat in more than two years 
took place mostly in a tent overlooking the Pacific Ocean near 
San Diego. With the theme of ometz lev (courageous heart), more 
than 225 national Cabinet members and Federation profession-
als, representing 51 Federations, dove deep into three main ar-
eas—Public Affairs; Israel and Global Jewry; and Community and 
Jewish Life—to build their leadership knowledge and capacity, 
and to grow their philanthropy to our local Federations.. 

2. Back row from left: Neal Robin, Chaim Lubin, Shayla Rosen, Carey 
Davidson, Erica Tarantur, and Stacey Dembo. Front row from left: 
Jason Wiznitzer, Blake Roter, Michael Oxman, Doug London, and 
Jacob Shapiro.

Women’s Philanthropy Fall Outreach Event
The Women’s Philanthropy Fall Outreach Event took place in 
mid-November. The event featured the co-authors of the New York 
Times #1 bestselling book Dear Boy—father/daughter duo Jason 
and Paris Rosenthal. Jason’s late wife, Amy Krouse Rosenthal, 
wrote You May Want to Marry My Husband, a creative play on a 
personal ad that went viral. Hundreds of women participated in 
this empowering event.

3. Jason and Paris Rosenthal with a yellow umbrella, the symbol of 
the Amy Krouse Rosenthal Foundation.

1

2

3

Correction:
On p. 32 of the November 2021 issue of this magazine, we incorrectly 
stated that Cantor Elizabeth Berke succeeded Hazzan Alberto Mizrahi 
as Senior Cantor at Anshe Emet Synagogue. He was, in fact, succeeded 
by Cantor Rachel Brook. We sincerely regret the error. 

Enhanced 
quality of life begins 
with our innovative 
memory care assistance  
Dobson Plaza’s memory care services are 
personalized for each individual with our 
supportive, structured memory loss program. 
Our compassionate care team is specifi cally trained to provide 
care to those experiencing memory loss and progressive cognitive 
disorders. We strive to help individuals gain greater control of their 
lives so they can enjoy a renewed quality of life. Our memory care 
assistance program is conducted in a warm, safe, homey and 
engaging setting. Learn more by contacting us today.
Approved by Medicare/Medicaid/Leading Insurance Providers

To schedule an appointment, call Cathy Singer: 
847-869-7744

1 2 0  D O D G E  A V E N U E ,  E V A N S T O N ,  I L  6 0 2 0 2

Join Us for Free Weekly Events 
COMMUNITY TUESDAYS – MY GO-TO PLACE AT NOON

Virtual tours, live discussions, lectures and learning.

MOVE IT MONDAYS AT 11:30AM
Online classes focusing on strength and balance.

Support for this program has been graciously provided by The Albert  
and Lucille Delighter and Marcella Winston Foundation, a Supporting  

Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago.
JCC Chicago is a non-profit organization inspired by Jewish values, bridging traditions and generations to create a more vibrant,  

connected community. JCC Chicago is a partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community.  ©2021 JCC Chicago.

Pre-Register: jccchicago.org/communitytuesdays

312-807-3990 | dadsrights.com | Follow our victories!

Law O�ces of 
Je�ery M. Leving, Ltd. 
Matrimonial Trial Attorneys
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Dreaming of summer camp?
We know it’s cold and snowy outside, but that shouldn’t stop us from counting down the days until camp begins!  
Read on to get in the campy mood with stories about the importance of Jewish summer camp in your children’s lives— 
and how to ensure they’re able to get there!

The gift of  
a role model
MY FIRST SUMMER  at Jewish camp was back in 1994. In a move a 
bit out of character, I returned home from school one day begging 
my parents to send me to camp. And while my family supported 
this choice, I’m sure there was some hesitation about having an un-
known bunch of college students “parent” in their stead for a month. 

And I get it. As a parent now, I still have a hard time trusting my 
kids with a babysitter for a night out. But camp? There’s no question 
about it. If my kids want to go, I’ll make it happen. Because when it 
came down to it, that summer in ’94 and those that followed helped 
me grow into the person I am today.  

An awkward 12-year-old, I arrived at camp in my oversized T-shirt 
and wispy bangs, Reality Bites soundtrack in hand. I was quiet, ac-
customed to having the privacy of my own room, and didn’t know 
a soul in my age group. That first week could have been disastrous. 
But surprisingly, I loved it! 

My counselor (Bethany—are you out there?) was awesome. She 
was cool, sooo mature—at the terribly old age of 19—and she got me. 
Without any sappy pep talk, she taught me by example that being quiet had 
nothing to do with being confident, friendly, independent, curious, or other-
wise. And she did that by just being herself. 

Bethany was just one of many role models I gained that summer. Have you 
ever lived in a room with 12 other people for a month? There’s nowhere to hide 
your mood swings, your broken heart, or the childhood stuffed animal you 
couldn’t part with. And while that initially horrified me, it may be the best part 
of the camp experience. 

When there’s no way to hide the personal, embarrassing, emotional parts 
of you, you learn how to let people in and love you for your whole self. That’s 
something that I was lucky enough have at home, but a group of strangers? 
That kind of acceptance and friendship is life-changing. I learned from every 
single bunkmate I had that summer. They taught me about being courageous, 
welcoming, and, ultimately, they taught me more about myself. 

When it was my turn to become a counselor, I took all those lessons with me. 
And you know what? Knowing that my campers would learn from my example 
forced me to reevaluate, once again, the person I wanted to be. After all, if I’m 
not willing to face my fear of the lake, how could I expect that of them? No mat-
ter how old I got, camp continued to help me become the best version of myself. 
It was one of the greatest gifts my parents ever gave me. 

So, when my own kids became old enough to attend our local JCC day camp, 
I was thrilled. Jewish camp is so much more than sports or arts and crafts. It’s a 
thoughtfully crafted world that is built to help each person in the community 
connect, explore, and thrive. It’s a place that champions our unique characters, 
experiences, and skills as well as our commonalities. And if my kids come home 
one day begging to go to Jewish overnight camp, my answer will be a resound-
ing, “Of course!!” Because Jewish camp is the gift of a lifetime.  

Want to give your child the gift of a lifetime? They may be eligible for up to $1,000 off 
their first summer at Jewish overnight camp. Make your child One Happy Camper®. 

Visit OneHappyCamper.org for grant details and to explore 300+ Jewish day  
and overnight camps. 

Pictured: Campers celebrate during the Special Olympics at JCC Camp Chi. (Photo courtesy  
of Foundation for Jewish Camp)

BY A I M E E L E R N E R

Aimee Lerner is the Marketing Director at Foundation for Jewish Camp, 
a proud alum of Camp Ramah and a grateful JCC day camp parent.

J E W I S H  C A M P I N G

We unplug campers from their daily lives  
and connect them to life-changing moments  
while supporting social emotional growth.

2nd–10th grade + SIT (Staff In Training)
2, 3, 4 and 8 week sessions

REGISTER AT CAMPCHI.ORG

CAMP CHI
TRANSFORMS
CHILDREN’S SUMMERS

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR APACHI DAY CAMP & CAMP CHI
Registration Required   |   Applications Due March 2, 2022

JCC Chicago is a non-profit organization inspired by Jewish values, bridging traditions and generations to create a more vibrant,  
connected community. JCC Chicago is a partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community. ©2021 JCC Chicago AG026W 11/21

All JCC Chicago camps are fully inclusive of 
children with disabilities. Visit keshet.org.

REGISTER FOR SUMMER 2022 AT APACHI.ORG  

3 Years-7th Grade + CIT (Counselor In Training: 8th-10th Grade)

9 Locations Across Chicago & North Suburbs

We support every camper as they 
navigate relationships and form friendships, 
gain independence and build confidence, 

and find joy in each day at camp.
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JUF helps every Jewish child have a great Jewish camp experience
CAMP PROVIDES CHILDREN  with a chance 
to try new things, develop skills, build lifelong 
friendships, and just enjoy being kids. Jewish 
camp provides all of those opportunities while 
weaving in Jewish values, culture, and traditions, 
enabling campers to connect to their own identity 
and the larger Jewish community. 

JUF wants every Jewish child to have an in-
credible Jewish overnight camp experience. In 
2021, JUF provided nearly $750,000 in grants and 

scholarships to help make camp more affordable 
for more than 775 campers. 

Families can access JUF’s first-time camper 
grants for Jewish overnight camps throughout the 
U.S. and Canada through Foundation for Jewish 
Camp’s website, OneHappyCamper.org. 

For campers attending one of JUF’s partner 
camps in the Midwest who need additional finan-
cial assistance, JUF offers financial need scholar-
ships. Our partner camps include: Camp Agudah 

Midwest/B’nos Ma’arava, Beber Camp, JCC Camp 
Chi, Habonim Dror Camp Tavor, Camp Moshava 
Wild Rose, Camp Nageela Midwest, Olin-Sang-
Ruby Union Institute, Camp Ramah Wisconsin, 
Yeshivas HaKayitz, and Camp Young Judaea 
Midwest.  

For more information about camp scholarships,  
visit juf.org/teens/ICT_Grants.   

Nature is essential for growing healthy kids
THERE’S SOMETHING SPECIAL  that happens when we’re out in nature. 
It’s when many of us, especially children, feel most alive. But the reality is that 
children these days spend so much time indoors, in front of screens, stranded 
away from the natural world. As a result, they are not gaining the wholistic life 
experience that nature can bring. 

Nature provides an uncharted world where a young mind can grow. There, 
imagination can run wild, and children can gain the creativity, confidence, and 
new skills that help develop social emotional growth. Through building new 
worlds in the middle of the woods—whether it’s constructing a stick fort or 
forging a new trail—children can exercise their creative minds uninhibited, 
allowing for exponential creative growth.

Problem-solving skills are also given room to blossom. The nat-
ural world is full of puzzles, waiting for young minds to invent 
new solutions. The opportunity for observation and reflec-
tion can foster a healthy sense of self, solid self-worth, and 
a vivid worldview. These skills developed through expe-
riences in nature can set kids up for success during the 
school year and beyond. 

This summer, in 2022, there’s an opportunity for 6th–8th 
graders to spend meaningful time in nature through  
The Outpost Village, a new two-week outdoor adventure 
specialty camp at JCC Camp Chi in Lake Delton, Wisc. This program takes a holistic and individualized approach 

to outdoor education. Campers will gain a deeper under-
standing of how they relate to the natural world, and how 
it, in turn, relates to their everyday lives. There are 600 
beautiful acres to explore, custom yurts to sleep in, and 
wilderness survival skill activities to participate in—from 
fire-building to outdoor cooking to creating natural art, 

and so much more. Campers will become part of a special 
community of like-minded people who, through The Outpost Village, will de-
velop an even stronger connection to the great outdoors. 

For more information on The Outpost Village, please visit campchi.org/outpost-
village. If you have questions, contact Jordan Goldberg, Camp Chi’s Outdoor 
Adventure Coordinator and leader of all outdoor programming including The 
Outpost Village and The Pacific Northwest Trip, at jgoldberg@jccchicago.org.

Pictured at top: Campers learn about different facets of nature as they hike into the forest  
for an overnighter under the stars. (Photo credit: Max Rattner) At left: Canoeing, kayaking, and 
paddle boarding on Camp Chi’s lake allow campers to enjoy nature from a different perspective. 
(Photo credit: Lynn Renee Photography)

BY J CC C H I C AG O

JCC Chicago is a partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community.

J E W I S H  C A M P I N G
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Campus Corner 

From camp to campus
What camp taught me about how to be a leader  
on campus
GOING TO A JEWISH SUMMER CAMP  in Michigan for 16 years, my annual 
routine as a camper went something like this: I would arrive at camp a week 
or so after school ended. Then, I’d get to spend every day being a kid—going 
swimming in a freezing cold pool, participating in Shabbat every Friday, learn-
ing how to canoe, building lifelong friendships, and embracing all that defines 
Jewish summer camp. That was all I knew. 

Transitioning from camper to staff member felt like a giant leap. As a camper, 
all we knew is what was presented to us. Our day was planned out for us from 
the moment we entered the campgrounds to the moment we went home. As 
a staffer, the roles were reversed: We were coordinating every minute of the 
campers’ day, planning activities and events for them, and striving to ensure 
they had the best summer ever. 

Little did I know how much the leadership skills I fostered at camp would 
shape me as a young leader in college and beyond.

Being comfortable with the uncomfortable 
As a camper, everything is new, and I was always trying new things. Just about 
everything was uncomfortable—but in a good way, because I was always 
laughing, playing, and surrounded by friends and counselors who were going 
through all the new experiences with me. 

Trying new challenges at camp prepared me for trying new experiences in 
college, where students are constantly put into new situations—such as navi-
gating new classes, new clubs, and an overall new chapter in life. 

Problem solving
As camp staff, we constantly had to put out (figurative) fires at camp: a pro-
gram isn’t going according to plan, a camper is having a rough time, some of 
the staff aren’t getting on the same page. 

The skills that I gleaned in problem solving—such as interacting with people 
different from me, and thinking critically and strategically—came into play in 
my battle of combating antisemitism on my college campus. 

Constantly having to work with many different people on campus, deesca-
late tensions, and ensure the safety and security of over 3,000 Jewish students 
is no easy task. But the skills that I learned at camp directly translated to col-
lege and allowed me to get big results for my community. 

Program planning
Planning programs for an entire day of camp is stressful. I was always striving 
to meet the needs of the campers, engage them, and ensure that activities for 
them were unique and abundant. 

In college, through my leadership positions at my campus Hillel, I would cre-
ate detailed program outlines, think outside the box, and drill the concept of 
engagement into everything I did. College students don’t want to attend the 
same program every week, so I’d always try to come up with something unique. 

Camp taught me to create different types of compelling programs that at-
tracted new students each time. Who would’ve thought to do an ax-throwing 
program or CharJEWterie Board Making with a professional charcuterie 
board maker?

Camp grew me as a person and as a Jew in so many ways, but one of the most 
important lessons it taught me was how to lead once my days of camping were 
behind me. 

Pictured at top: The author as a young camper with his first camp counselor, Audrey Bloomberg. 
At left: The author (left) as the Pond and Canoeing Supervisor at camp in the summer of 2018, 
pictured with fellow camp staff and friends Annie Klinger and Liam Grandidge.

BY J O R DA N RO B I N S O N

Jordan Robinson spent 16 years at JCC Day Camps Powered by 
Tamarack. He was a JUF Lewis Summer Intern in 2020 and a Program 

Assistant for the 2021 Lewis Summer Intern Program. Robinson is 
currently a fourth-year undergraduate at Michigan State University 

pursuing a major in Interdisciplinary Studies.

CDC study finds 
that camp during 
COVID-19 can be safe
THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL  recently published a 
study conducted by the medical committee of the Camp Ramah 
network, highlighting the Jewish camps’ highly successful safety 
measures for avoiding the spread of COVID-19 this past summer.

Between June and August, nine Ramah campers tested positive 
for the virus, out of a total of over 7,000 children and teenagers 
at nine out of the Conservative movement-affiliated system’s 10 
camps, the study shows. (None of the campers who tested posi-
tive attended Camp Ramah in Wisconsin.)

“Three of the nine cases occurred in vaccinated staff members 
and six in unvaccinated campers aged 8–14 years. The three staff 
member cases were identified before the arrival of campers,” the 
study summary reads. COVID-19 vaccines currently are not of-
fered to children under 12.

In the words of the 10 Ramah authors, several of them licensed 
physicians, the study’s findings “highlight important guiding 
principles for school and youth-based COVID-19 prevention pro-
tocols.” The authors emphasize that a combination of mandatory 
testing before attending camp, repeated testing while at camp, 
frequent hand washing, and the establishment of “pods,” or iso-
lated groups of campers, led to a successful summer.

Campers in a specific cabin became a pod, and were allowed 
to interact freely without masks or other restrictions. After 
rounds of testing, multiple pods merged over time. Three camps 
achieved camp-wide “pod expansion.”

After shutting down completely like most other Jewish and 
non-Jewish overnight camps during the height of the pandemic 
in 2020, Ramah reopened in the summer of 2021. 

Rabbi Mitchell Cohen, national director of the National Ramah 
Commission, in April described the process—which included 
rotating groups of campers into prayer sessions, and putting up 
plastic dividers in dining halls—calling it “absolutely exhausting 
but incredibly exhilarating.” 

BY G A B E FR I E DM A N   |  JTA

A Summer That Lasts A Lifetime

URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute, the Reform Movement's camp in

Wisconsin, combines creative and innovative Jewish experiences with all

the fun of summer camp! OSRUI provides a fun, supportive and nurturing

environment. A summer with us promotes independence, personal

growth, and lifelong friendships.

OSRUI
REGISTER NOW at osrui.org

Want to see it for yourself? 
Call us to set up a tour!

For information on Summer 2022, contact us: osrui@urj.org  847-509-0990

 Israeli dancing at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin. (Photo credit: Linda Hoffenberg)
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C U LT U R E

Scott Speck, maestro of the Joffrey Ballet’s ‘Nutcracker’
Conductor Scott Speck has led orchestras in London, Paris, Moscow, Beijing, New 
York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Washington, and conducted gala perfor-
mances featuring such musical superstars as Itzhak Perlman, Yo-Yo Ma, Joshua 
Bell, and Renée Fleming. But in Chicago, he is most widely known for his work as 
Music Director of the Joffrey Ballet since 2010, and, since 2013, as Artistic Director 
of the Chicago Philharmonic Orchestra (which is comprised largely of members 
of the Lyric Opera Orchestra).

For Speck, December invariably means leading Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker—a 
ballet score he estimates he has conducted about 400 times. But this season is spe-
cial, as it will mark the first time the Joffrey will perform the company’s unique 
version of the story (which spins around the creation of the 1893 World’s Fair in 
Chicago), on the stage of its new home—the Lyric Opera House—where it will run 
Dec. 4–26.

Self-described as “a New England boy who grew up in an ethnically Jewish sec-
ular family in a small Boston suburb and went on to attend Yale University,” Speck 
is a multi-lingual Fulbright Scholar and co-author of the best-selling book Classical 
Music for Dummies.

“I am thrilled that live performance has returned,” he said. “Like everything else, 
the Joffrey’s production of The Nutcracker was canceled last December, and I really 
missed it. It’s one of my very favorite scores—just a part of me—with a fountain of 
beautiful melodies for two hours. And I love the fact that the ballet debuted in St. 
Petersburg, Russia in 1892, at almost exactly the same time in which the version of 
the story choreographer Christopher Wheeldon created for the Joffrey is set. Plus, 
when you conduct a ballet score, the beat of the baton coincides with the motion of 
the dancers, and there is such a dance between them and the musicians.”

In a recent chat, Speck also noted that he was always surrounded by classical 
music, that his father was an excellent jazz clarinetist, and that his mother stud-
ied the marimba “but at one point sold the instrument to the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra.” He also said: “The older I get, the more I realize what I received from 
the Jewish tradition—the constant asking of questions, and a reverence for both 
knowledge and family.”

As for conducting the work of Jewish composers, Speck noted: “I led the Chicago 
Philharmonic in Aaron Copland’s Appalachian Spring this past September, and will 
lead the West Michigan Symphony in his Fanfare for the Common Man this coming 
June. I also conducted Mendelssohn’s Italian Symphony with the Mobile Symphony 
in Alabama. And while the composer’s father converted the family to Lutheranism 
for what were probably political reasons, Mendelssohn was of Jewish descent, and 
his grandfather, Moses Mendelssohn, was a prominent Jewish philosopher.” 

A music man, a Chanukah musical, 
and a master photographer
Chanukah came early this year, with the last candle lighting on Dec. 6. But that is no reason to stop celebrating the holiday 
season. In fact, it’s an invitation to enjoy the very best of all possible gifts—an evening at the ballet or symphony, a visit  
to a museum, a trip to the theater. So here are a few suggestions, all of which come with “a bit of a Jewish twist.”

‘Hershel’ a family musical for the holidays
In search of a show for kids, grandkids, and ageless 
adults? Catch the free live performances of Hershel 
and the Hanukkah Goblins running through Dec. 12 in a 
Strawdog Theatre production staged at the Rivendell 
Theatre, 5779 N. Ridge.

The show is based on a book by the Caldecott Honor-
winning children’s author Eric Kimmel, adapted by 
Michael Daily, and features music and lyrics by Jacob 
Combs. It spins the story of a traveling troupe of actors 
that comes to town and finds that no one is celebrating 
Chanukah. They decide to put on a show in an attempt 
to save the holiday as this question looms: Will Hershel 
of Ostropol (a beautiful town in Ukraine that was once 
a great center of shtetl life) outsmart the goblins who 
haunt the old synagogue? 

For tickets and COVID protocol details, visit strawdog.org. 

PHOTOS

1. Scott Speck will conduct The Nutcracker at its new home—the Lyric 
Opera House—this winter. (Photo courtesy of Scott Speck) 

2. Publicity image for Strawdog Theatre Company’s production  
of Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins. (Photo by Kamille Dawkins)

3. “Fork,” 1928. National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, purchased 1978.  
(© Estate of André Kertész 2021)
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Work of master photographer André Kertész on view  
at the Art Institute of Chicago
André Kertész was born into a middle-class Jewish family in Budapest, 
Hungary in 1894, and as a young man was pressured into earning a living 
as a stockbroker. But his interest in the illustrated magazines of the time led 
him to buy a camera and to begin experimenting as a self-taught photogra-
pher, and he would eventually be recognized as one of the seminal figures in 
20th-century photography.

In the fall of 1925, Kertész moved to Paris with little more than his camera 
and some modest savings. But the three years he spent in that city— which 
was then the art capital of the world—were life-changing. And his work from 
that period is now the subject of André Kertész: Postcards from Paris, a beauti-
fully designed exhibit at the Art Institute of Chicago organized by Elizabeth 
Siegel, the museum’s Curator of Photography and Media.

The exhibit brings together more than a hundred of Kertész’s cartes post-
ale prints—iconic works made during those crucial three years he spent in 
Paris. Printed on inexpensive postcard paper whose small size made them 
easy to distribute, these photos—including such now classic images as a 
fork resting on the rim of a bowl and casting a shadow, a “satiric dancer” in 
a unique pose on a divan, and the curving stairway in the pristine hallway 
of the Paris home of Dutch artist Piet Mondrian—marked him as a creator 
with a unique eye as both a photojournalist and an avant-garde artist. And 
his circle of friends began to expand from his fellow Hungarian emigres to 
an array of international artists, dancers, and writers who also made Paris 
their home.

Kertész emigrated to New York in 1936 as the rise of the Nazi party be-
came evident.

“He was not an observant Jew, but he sensed that the winds were chang-
ing,” said Siegel. “His subsequent years in the U.S., where he spent the rest of 
his long life, were rough. But he viewed a 1946 solo exhibit of his work at the 
Art Institute as one of his best moments, with an exhibit at the Museum of 
Modern Art in 1964 finally solidifying his stature. Though never fully mas-
tering English, he is quoted as saying, ‘Photography is my only language.’” 

The Kertész exhibit runs through Jan. 17. For details, visit artic.edu.

1

3

BY H E DY W E I S S

Hedy Weiss, a longtime Chicago arts critic, was the Theater and Dance 
Critic for the Chicago Sun-Times from 1984 to 2018, and currently 

writes for WTTW-TV’s website and contributes to the Chicago Tonight 
program. (Photo: Rich Hein)
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Respect and fist bumps for Isa Katz—one of two girls  
on the Walter Payton football team
ISA KATZ KNOWS HOW IT FEELS 
 to have the wind knocked out of her on 
a football field. She knows how great 
it feels, too, to deliver a blow. But a 
5-foot-4-inch, 128-pound varsity player 
sometimes has to get inventive to bring 
a ball carrier to the ground.

“I’ve been working on it, getting a lit-
tle lower with tackles,” she said. “Even if 
I have good form and wrap up, I might 
not get them down. I have to try to take 
out their legs.”

So it was for Katz—one of two girls 
on the team—as a sophomore at Walter 
Payton College Prep in Chicago, which 
reached the state playoffs. Katz, who 
turned 16 in October, is Payton’s start-
ing kicker, going 14 for 15 on point-after 
attempts and converting all but one of 
her five field goal tries.

She made her long kick—32 yards—in 
a first-round playoff loss at Rochelle. 
Her season highlight: scoring the only 
points, from 21 yards out, in a 3-0 victory 
against Raby. Walking out of the lock-
er room after that game, an opposing 
coach and a couple of his players gave her fist bumps and said, “Good game.”

“It was nice to get that respect,” she said.
What is there but respect to have for a girl who grew up playing flag football, 

loves the sport, had the temerity to crash the boys’ club and —oh, by the way—is 
a straight-A student with a class load that includes multiple AP courses?

Katz was in sixth grade when 
she first started kicking around 
the idea of playing football in high 
school. At home during the pan-
demic, she had more time to think 
about it. She asked herself if she 
wanted this to be part of her iden-
tity. Ultimately, she settled on a 
question: If she were a boy of her 
size, would she want to play? “Yes” 
was the only answer.

Her parents were initially con-
cerned, but gained confidence 
while hearing from Payton’s coach-
es about hitting techniques that 
would align with safety concerns 
throughout the sport. Meanwhile, 

Katz discovered Andrea Reyes, a fellow rising sophomore with plans to go out 
for the team. The girls emboldened each other—a beautiful thing.

“She just has always had a love for football,” dad Kevin said. “We were happy 
to support her as long as she wanted to do it.”

One opponent’s players laughed at Katz be-
fore a game, but on the whole she was met with tre-
mendous support. Teammates embraced her. Students and parents cheered 
for her. Chants of “We want Isa!” happened.

“It brings a tear to your eye,” her dad said.
In regard to her Jewish identity, Katz has mixed feelings.
“I don’t personally believe in God,” she said, “but the identity of being Jewish—

more the cultural aspect—is something I identify with. It’s nice to have a com-
munity of similar people who maybe have similar traits as you, and it’s nice to 
have holidays to get the family together.”

She has found a football family, too. Here, it’s the little things that count—like 
Payton’s quarterback tapping her on the helmet after she puts the ball through 
the uprights.

And when the season ended? That was special. One of Payton’s coaches ap-
proached her after the state playoff loss.

“I wasn’t a big believer in girls playing football,” he said. “But seeing you and 
Andrea [Reyes] has changed my mind.”

Add that to the victory column. 

Pictured: Isa Katz (#2) is starting kicker for her varsity football team. (Photo credit:  
Ali Schreibman)

BY S T E V E G R E E N B E RG 

Steve Greenberg is a sports columnist for the Chicago Sun-Times.

Teammates embraced 
her. Students and 
parents cheered for 
her. Chants of ‘We 
want Isa!’ happened.

The J’s Social Justice Series  
is a conversation starter
TWO WOMEN,  a Jew and a Muslim, join forces to 
stem the tide of hate crimes. Muslim members of the 
Israeli National soccer team face racism from soccer 
fans and the media during an important tournament. 
A young woman and a lawyer wage a courageous bat-
tle against the California Department of Corrections 
when they discover a pattern of illegal sterilizations 
and other injustices perpetrated primarily against 
women of color.

These are the compelling subjects of three of the 
eight films that will be featured in the JCC Chicago 
Jewish Film Festival’s Social Justice Series, which 
will run over two weekends in January. All films 
will be available online; some will have live discus-
sions following the streaming window of 12:01 a.m. 
Fridays–11:59 p.m. Sundays.

The Social Justice Series is an integral part of JCC 
Chicago’s year-round film program that includes its 
annual Jewish Film Festival in March. As the largest 
Jewish Community Center in North America, non-de-
nominational and welcoming to all, the philosophy of 
inclusion serves as a compass for JCC Chicago—and 
their festival has featured dozens of films that ad-
dress issues of race, religion, orientation, disabilities, 
differences, and mental health. “We’re always looking 
to start conversations,” said Hillary Wenk, Manager 
of Community Engagement, and Ilene Uhlmann, 
Director of Community Engagement. “Sometimes 
the conversations are difficult, but how do we make 
the world a better place if we don’t talk?”

The Social Justice Series kicks off Jan. 14–16. 
Among the confirmed films include Stranger/Sister, 
which was produced in Chicago. The story follows 
the Muslim and Jewish women from Sisterhood of 
Salaam Shalom chapters across the nation as the 
bonds forged in their united initiatives against white 
supremacy are put to the test when violence escalates 
in the Middle East. Accompanying this documentary 
will be the short subject Growing Peace in the Middle 
East, which follows a New York seventh-grader’s year 
spent documenting an Arab–Jewish hydroponics 
project at Sindyanna of Galilee in Israel.

Also available for streaming that weekend is the 
award-winning documentary Once Upon a Boy, about 
an Israeli couple with three children, one of whom 
has cerebral palsy. Their differing outlooks—the wife 
is more positive, the husband more anxious—strain 
the faith, dedication, and love they have for each oth-
er as they come to St. Louis for a complex surgery to 
halt the spread of their son’s disease.

Streaming the following weekend is A Common 
Goal, in which three starting players on the Israel 
national soccer team, each an Arab, reflect on the 
challenges of playing for Israel as the team prepares 

for the Euro 2020 Qualifying Tournament. Family 
In Transition, from the same director as Once Upon a 
Boy, is an award-winning Israeli documentary about 
a family dynamic thrown off balance after a father of 
four informs his wife that he wants to transition to 
becoming a woman. Directed by Peabody and Emmy 
Award-winner Erika Cohn, Belly of the Beast chron-
icles the seven-year battle against the California 
Department of Corrections waged by human rights 
lawyer Cynthia Chandler and Kelli Dillon, who was 
involuntarily sterilized at the age of 24 while incar-
cerated at the Central California Women’s Facility.

“Film is a powerful tool to inspire change, and a 
wonderful way to reach more people,” Uhlmann said. 
“We look for films to share in the festival that we hope 
will inspire audiences to learn more [about a subject] 
and move them in a way that will encourage them to 
make a difference in their communities.” 

Each film is $15. Special festival pricing is available for a 
limited time. For a complete series lineup,  
visit jccfilmfest.org or contact the festival office  
at cjff@jccchicago.org. 

BY D O N A L D L I E B E N S O N

Donald Liebenson is a Chicago writer who writes  
for VanityFair.com, LA Times, Chicago Tribune,  
and other outlets. 

PHOTOS

1. In A Common Goal, viewers meet three Arab players 
on Israel’s  national soccer team. (Photo courtesy of  
A Common Goal)

2. Belly of the Beast shares the story of Kelli Dillon,  
who was involuntarily sterilized while incarcerated. 
(Photo courtesy of Belly of the Beast)

3. Family in Transition explores what happens when  
a father of four decides to transition to becoming  
a woman. (Photo courtesy of Family in Transition)

4. The short subject film Growing Peace in the 
Middle East features a seventh-grader’s year spent 
documenting an Arab-Jewish hydroponics project  
in Israel. (Photo courtesy of Growing Peace in the 
Middle East)

5. Once Upon a Boy explores an Israeli couple’s 
experience with a child with cerebral palsy.  
(Photo courtesy of Once Upon a Boy)

6. Produced in Chicago, Stranger/Sister chronicles 
what happens when the bonds of Muslim and Jewish 
women from sisterhood chapters are tested when 
violence erupts in the Middle East. (Photo courtesy  
of Stranger/Sister)
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Silver Screen Studios  
shares wisdom of the ages
Video series highlights those giving back in their 60s and beyond
SILVER SCREEN STUDIOS  is a 
unique project, created to make short 
videos—each featuring someone in 
their 60s or older from across the 
U.S.—still actively contributing to their 
fields and communities.

Since 2017, Silver Screen has been 
creating videos—each eight to ten min-
utes long—that spotlight seniors with 
powerful stories to share, inspiring au-
diences to learn about the past directly 
from people who lived it.

Initially funded and incubated, in 
part, by the Jewish cultural founda-
tion Reboot, the studio is now a stand-
alone entity, funded by new business 
projects. 

“I have an affinity for older people,” 
said Silver Screen’s director, Tiffany 
Woolf. Her parents passed away in 
their early 60s, she said. “I wanted to 
live a great last act of my life, but I had 
no role models.” She decided to find 
them in the larger world.

In its first series—aptly titled “Last 
Act”—Silver Screen featured inter-
views with familiar faces like Norman 
Lear, Larry King, and Sen. Carl Levin. 

“It’s amazing, having these larger-
than-life people in your living room,” 
Woolf said.

Silver Screen’s current series is “Sign of 
the Times,” in this case funded and co-pro-
duced by Reboot. The focus is on those 
post-60 Jewish activists who are still, well, 
active in their causes. The series chron-
icles two Chicagoans—Rabbi Douglas 
Goldhamer and Dr. Sharon Silverman.

Goldhamer, 67, champions Jews who are 
deaf and hard-of-hearing through his con-
gregation and seminary. “[The series] is a 
wonderful idea—to search out elderly peo-
ple and discover how they have contribut-
ed to American life and learning,” he said.

Being interviewed made Silverman, 77, 
think about her own life’s path. She has 
spent her career searching for ways to 
help students with learning disabilities, 
and now chairs Spertus’ board of trustees. 

“Stories are what grab people,” she 
said. “This series aims to share, inter-
generationally, the stories and wisdom 
of experienced elders.”

“People are living longer now, but 
also better,” Woolf said. She did note 
that the pandemic has left her subjects 
“more compromised and impacted.” 
To address this reality, Silver Screen 
issued a series called “Dispatches from 
Quarantine.” 

“Dispatches” includes Carl Reiner’s 
last interview; in it, Reiner, 98 at the 
time, quoted Shakespeare from mem-
ory. The documentary Reiner spear-
headed about people in their 90s—If 
You’re Not in the Obit, Eat Breakfast—
was one of Woolf ’s inspirations for her 
Silver Screen project. 

Another inspiration for Woolf came 
from volunteering at a nursing home, 
where she has called bingo games. At 
the nursing home, she met a man who 
visited his Alzheimer’s-stricken wife 
every day.

“My favorite interviews are with 
those who have not yet told their sto-
ries. But everyone has a story to tell—
it’s just that no one is asking.” 

Woolf has three children; her sons 
are 11 and 12, and her daughter is 19. As 

to what his mother does, her youngest says, “She talks to old people.”
Woolf is already planning the third Silver Screen series, “Coming of Age.” Her 

subjects this time include those who have survived the Holocaust, marched 
with Dr. King, and reached the age of 103. 

What impact does she hope the videos have? “I want to make you call your 
grandmother,” she said, “and ask her questions.” 

Visit Silver Screen Studios and see their videos at silverscreenstudios.org.

Pictured at top: Tiffany Woolf, co-founder of Silver Screen Studios. At bottom: Both featured  
in Silver Screen’s “Sign of the Times,” Dr. Sharon Silverman (bottom left) helps improve the lives 
of students with disabilities; Rabbi Douglas Goldhamer (bottom right) is an advocate for the 
Jewish deaf.  

BY PAU L W I E D E R   |  Associate Editor

We write the songs that make  
the whole world sing
FROM IRVING BERLIN TO BRUNO MARS,   Americans with 
Jewish heritage have made major, ongoing contributions to the 
world of music. Now, the history of these artists has finally been 
told, and by one of their own: pro-
ducer and keyboardist Ben Sidran. 
His new book is titled There Was a 
Fire: Jews, Music, and the American 
Dream (Unlimited Media).

It would take someone of 
Sidran’s knowledge to pen such a 
volume. Sidran, who has released 
30 of his own albums, was an early 
member of the Steve Miller Band. 
He went on to accompany and 
produce music giants like Diana 
Ross, Van Morrison, and Mose 
Allison.

Recently, Sidran taught 
a class at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison on the his-
tory of the American Jewish 
contribution to songwriting. 

In looking for a textbook for 
his course, however, he found 
books about Jewish compos-
ers—or their contributions 
to genres from punk to Broadway—but not a 
comprehensive book that encompassed the whole story, he said, 
“from Irving Berlin to Lenny Kravitz.”

So he wrote it. 
His book is more than a list of Jewish people and the songs they 

wrote. “It’s about how music helped Jews fulfill our American 
Dream,” he said, “and about the Jewish contribution, through mu-
sic, to social justice and progress” in America. 

Further, he starts the story further back than the advent of 
popular music, or even America itself, all the way to the roots of 
the Jewish people. “We sing our Scripture and prayers,” he noted. 
“I think King David was the first rock star.” 

Pop culture as we know it, Sidran explains, began at the end 
of the 19th century; Stephen Foster became the first professional 
songwriter, with Jews like Irving Berlin following closely behind. 

Jews, he said, “invented the song-publishing business. Even 
though Jews have never been more than 3% of the U.S. popula-
tion, we are in 80% of the record business.”

Sidran then traces the technological, economic, and social 
changes impacting music, and how Jews both caused and adapt-
ed to them. These include the advent of recorded music, the Great 
Depression-driven shutdown of Broadway that lead to an exodus 
of songwriters to Hollywood, and the rise of singer-songwriters 
like Bob Dylan.

Whatever songs are—or become—we can be assured that Jews 
will continue to be writing, singing, and playing them. When it 
comes to the Jewish fondness for music, as Jewish songwriter Ira 
Gershwin might say, “Our love is here to stay.” 

BY PAU L W I E D E R   |  Associate Editor

My favorite 
interviews are 
with those who 
have not yet told 
their stories.

MITZVAH

KOSHER CATERING AVAILABLE

WhirlyBall combines 
basketball, lacrosse, 
bumper cars, and a 
healthy dose of chutzpah. 
We also offer laser tag  
at all of our locations  
and bowling in Chicago 
and Naperville. Our menu 
is decidedly festive and 
best enjoyed between 
shouts of Mazel Tov!

CHICAGO • VERNON HILLS • NAPERVILLE 773.486.7777
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JEWISH FEDERATION ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

HOW TO APPLY 
For eligibility information and 
application forms visit  
JCFS.org/JVSscholarships

For additional questions, call 
the scholarship coordinator at 
312.673.3444 or email 
JVSscholarship@JVSChicago.org

DEADLINE FOR 
APPLICATION IS 
FEBRUARY 1, 2022

• Medicine
• Jewish Studies
• Education
• Social Service

• Law 
• Healthcare
• Engineering
• Communications

• Physical/Natural 
Sciences

• Performing/Fine Arts
• Jewish Communal  

Service

AWARDED TO 
Jewish college and post-graduate students with financial need for study in:

 JCFS Chicago     @JCFSChicago     JVS Chicago   
JVS Career & Employment is part of the JCFS family of services. 
JCFS Chicago is a partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our 
community. We embrace diversity. Our commitment to inclusivity is 
woven throughout our services, programs and welcoming workplace. 



3 8  J E W I S H  C H I C A G O   |   D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1 J E W I S H  C H I C A G O   |   D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  3 9

Leonard Maltin is ‘Starstruck’ 
in his entertaining memoir
LEONARD MALTIN’S MEMOIR,   Starstruck: My Unlikely Road to Hollywood, is 
at its core a passionate love story between a man and the movies.

Maltin, outside of Roger Ebert and Gene Siskel, is perhaps the most widely 
known and popular film critic, thanks in large part to his three-decade stint in 
that role on Entertainment Tonight.

Generations of armchair cinephiles are indebted to his annual Leonard 
Maltin’s Movie Guide. Growing up in Chicago in the 1960s and ‘70s B.C. (before 
cable, let alone the internet), I kept my increasingly dog-eared copy at the 
ready to note which movies shown on “Family Classics,” “Creature Features,” 
or “When Movies Were Movies” I should be sure to see.

The Guide ceased publication in 2015 after 45 years. The prolific Maltin also 
wrote definitive books devoted to movie comedy teams, The Little Rascals, the 
Disney films, the history of animation (Of Mice and Magic), and others.

Bearded and bespectacled, Maltin has a professorial demeanor, but also, like 
Ebert and Siskel, he makes film and film history accessible. He is one of the 
movies’ most important goodwill ambassadors.

In Starstruck, Maltin refers to himself as “one lucky guy,” but his story sug-
gests otherwise. He had a strong work ethic that found him publishing a movie 
fanzine when he was 13 and scoring interviews with the likes of character actor 
Hans Conreid. 

While he grew up far from Hollywood in Teaneck, N.J., he made the most of 
nearby New York’s movie palaces, where he discovered silent comedy, a life-
long obsession. Television further fueled his love of cinema in an era when 
there were only three major networks and they filled out their programming 
day with old movies.

Starstruck is less a traditional memoir than a collection of wonderful stories 
about his encounters with Hollywood legends. Looking for dirt, scandal, and 
score-settling? Then go read Katie Couric’s recent memoir. 

Here, Maltin’s infectious enthusiasm for his subjects inspires his subjects 
to drop their guards and go off script. Morgan Freeman, for example, shared 
with Maltin how he scored his screen debut as an extra in Sidney Lumet’s The 
Pawnbroker (he caught the director’s eye when, as a passerby, he paused in his 
walk to light a cigarette).

Emma Thompson confides that she prefers Buster Keaton to her own coun-
tryman, Charlie Chaplin. Katharine Hepburn insists that Maltin have soup and 
crumpets with her while they talk. Jerry Lewis shares how much it stung that 
people thought his Buddy Love character in The Nutty Professor was based on 
Dean Martin.

The closest Maltin gets to dishing dirt is in writing about his fraught relation-
ship with Burt Reynolds, who once greeted him in the Entertainment Tonight 
green room with, “I’d love to slug ya, but there are ladies present.” “I have never 
said an unkind word about you,” Maltin tells him. “About some of your films, 
yes, but never about you.”

Starstruck is characteristically upbeat, even when Maltin addresses living 
with Parkinson’s, a diagnosis he revealed in 2018. He admits he kept it secret 
for years because he feared it might cost him work, especially on television. 
“Overall, I’m functioning pretty well,” he writes, despite that he is “slower and 
clumsier than I used to be.”

But Maltin has not let it slow him down. He has a blog, Leonard Maltin’s Movie 
Crazy (leonardmaltin.com). He co-hosts the weekly Maltin on Movies podcast 
with his daughter, Jessie (over 300 episodes thus far). They also talk film and 
answer questions in a livestream every Sunday on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, 
and Instagram.

His positive outlook extends even to the bad movies he sees. “I console myself 
with the knowledge that at least I never have to see it again,” he writes.

That’s classic Maltin. 

BY D O N A L D L I E B E N S O N

Donald Liebenson is a Chicago writer who writes forVanityFair.com, LA Times, Chicago 
Tribune, and other outlets. 
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Where I can 
just be me.
Short-Term Rehabilitation • Respite Care • Independent/Assisted 
Living • Long-Term Skilled Nursing Care • Outpatient Therapy

just be me.
THE SELFHELP HOM E
selfhelphome.com/ beme

Best Assisted Living
Facilities in

Chicago

2021

can 

Independent/Assisted 
Outpatient Therapy

908 W. Argyle Street, Chicago, IL 60640 •  773-271-0300
The Selfhelp Home is a non-profit Jewish home with a tradition of caring for more than 70 years.

HEALTH CARE

• New exclusive Kosher menu
• Short term & long term care
• Medically complex care
• Palliative & hospice care
• Pulmonary care
• Stroke recovery
• Orthopedic care
• Wound care
• Cardiac care

HOW HEALTHCARE
SHOULD BETM

    CITADEL OF SKOKIE
9615 Knox Ave.,
Skokie IL 60076

888-624-8233 www.citadelofskokie.com
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NOSH
Food is about so much more than physical sustenance for our people. 

From Shabbat dinners to holidays, from simchas to shivas, food is always a centerpiece 
of our Jewish stories. This month, we celebrate a love for Jewish food by Jews and 

non-Jews alike; we chronicle how Jewish recipes are passed down through the 
generations; and we meet a host of Jewish women entrepreneurs who have translated 

their passion for food (and, in one case, whiskey!) into profitable enterprises.

LIKE MANY CHEFS,   I have a love affair with street food. If you want to learn 
about a culture, the geography, and history of a place, hit the streets and eat 
some food. One of my favorite street foods is  suppli and  arancini, fritters or cro-
quettes of rice stuffed with goodies.

Suppli al telefono are a Roman specialty stuffed with cheese. Crispy on the 
outside and gooey with melted cheese on the inside,  suppli get their name from 
the cheese strands when the fritter is broken in half—the strands resemble an 
old-fashioned telephone cord.

Arancini are a Sicilian delicacy. Larger than their Roman cousins, they re-
semble oranges and are often stuffed with a ragù of beef and peas—or some-
times cheese. 

Both foods are delicious and tell the story of cucina povera. Cucina povera 
(poor cooking or kitchen) is the notion of making do with what you have. It is 
the cooking of the poor, and where some of the best foods and flavors originat-
ed. Frugal cooks, both professional and home, make the best with what they 
have on hand. Leftover rice and bits of cheese or meat become a fried croquette. 

I first wrote about arancini in my first book, Jewish Cooking for All Seasons 
(John Wiley and Sons), when I first fell in love with the cucina povera style of 
cooking. The notion of making do and using what is in season and on hand—
and not throwing away perfectly good food—makes so much sense. 

As we near the end of a calendar year and a couple of difficult years for all of 
us, and we are now hopeful and optimistic, I can reflect on how we have adapt-
ed, put aside our wants, and made do with just our needs—and turned it into 
something good. We have embodied the spirit of  cucina povera.  

BY L AU R A FR A N K E L  

Laura Frankel is a noted kosher chef, a cookbook author, and 
Culinary Director for a media company. Currently, she serves as 
Director of Catering at Circle of Life catering at North Suburban 

Synagogue Beth El. 

CUCINA POVERA
The spirit of Suppli al Telefono

In the spirit of the taking some leftovers and scraps and turning them  
into something utterly delicious and completely new, I offer this recipe  
for your enjoyment.

Makes about 12 fritters

3 tablespoons butter
2 shallots, minced
3 cloves garlic
1 cup Arborio or Carnaroli rice 
(short grain starchy rice is a 
must here)
½ cup dry white wine

3 cups water or vegetable stock
2 teaspoons sea salt
1 teaspoon freshly cracked 
black pepper
Pinch of saffron threads  (optional)
¼ cup parmesan cheese
¼ cup heavy cream

1. Melt butter in a medium saucepan over medium heat. Add shallots and gar-
lic and cook, stirring continually, until translucent (about 2 minutes). Add 
rice and stir to coat each grain with butter. Add white wine and stir until 
wine has mostly evaporated. 

2. Add stock or water and saffron, if using, and continue to cook, stirring occa-
sionally until rice is very tender (this is not a typical way of cooking risotto, 
but works well for fritters).

3. Remove from heat and stir in parmesan and cream. Allow to cool complete-
ly. The rice can be refrigerated at this point, covered, for up to 2 days.

4. Heat olive oil in a medium saucepan to 360°F.

5. While oil is heating, roll about a golf ball-sized pile of rice into an oval shape. 
Stuff the cheese into the suppli and press the opening back together. Roll 
suppli in breadcrumbs and fry until golden brown on all sides. Continue 
with remaining rice. 

6. Serve with warm tomato sauce or just on their own. 

For the suppli
3 cups extra virgin olive oil
4 ounces mozzarella cheese, cut into ½ inch thick pieces
1 cup panko-style breadcrumbs
Tomato sauce (not needed for  suppli, but is a must for  arancini)



IMAGINE ARRIVING AT THE PASTRAMI QUEEN  but finding no pastrami, 
or showing up at Holy Schnitzel to find its signature breaded chicken cutlet off 
the menu.

To quote Tevye, "Sounds crazy, no?" But that is exactly what will happen if 
you visit Sherry Herring, the Israeli eatery that recently opened on the Upper 
West Side of Manhattan. It is the first branch of the renowned sandwich bar in 
the port of Tel Aviv famous for—you guessed it—its herring sandwiches.

But for the moment—to quote Sherry Ansky, the driving force behind Sherry 
Herring—the New York outpost has “no Sherry and no herring.”

That’s because Ansky is still waiting for her travel documents to enter the 
United States—and the herring is still aging at a Dutch processor, patiently 
soaking up the brine and flavors that must meet Ansky’s approval.

Ansky is a food celebrity in Israel, where she has written six cookbooks. For 
decades, she was a food columnist for the daily newspaper  Maariv. But in 2011, 
she hit a writer’s block. It was at that time that her daughter, Michal Ansky, 
opened the farmer’s market in the port of Tel Aviv. Soon after, Sherry created a 
sandwich shop there, featuring herring. 

Ansky has had a long-standing love affair with 
herring, the brined or pickled fish that is 

a staple of Ashkenazi cuisine. When 
she was six years old, she went to 

synagogue with her father.
“Somebody made a  kid-
dush and brought me a 

plate filled with lekach 
[honey cake], kugel, 

and lots of herring,” 
she told The Jewish 
Week. “I ate one 
piece, then anoth-
er, until I finished 
it all. I believe that 
there is a moment 
when you under-
stand the power 

of candy. For me, 
it happened with 

herring.”
Ansky’s shop, fea-

turing herring and 
other fish sandwiches, 

was an immediate suc-
cess. Even those who ar-

en’t normally fans of herring 
may find it hard not be taken 

by Ansky’s herring sandwich. It is a 

carefully constructed work, 
consisting of a fresh ba-
guette sliced in half and 
slathered with sour 
cream and French 
butter, seasoned with 
hot pepper, seeds 
and juice from a 
tomato, onions, and 
scallions, and fin-
ished off with brined 
herring.

Food celebrity Phil 
Rosenthal visited the 
Tel Aviv port for his 
Netflix show Somebody 
Feed Phil, and declared 
Ansky’s herring sandwich was 
“one of the best sandwiches I’ve 
ever had in my stupid life.”

“I feel like I worked on this sandwich all 
of my life, until the moment I needed it,” 
Ansky said.

During the pandemic, she sent her son-
in-law and business partner, Eyal Amir, 
to New York to scout out a location for the first of what they hope will be sever-
al Sherry Herring shops.  

Like the Tel Aviv sandwich bar, the Manhattan shop offers a choice of smoked 
fish sandwiches from tuna to mackerel.

So why no herring? Because there is herring and then there is Sherry’s her-
ring. During his scouting ventures, Amir brought back samples of all of the 
herrings he could source in the five boroughs of New York City. None met the 
approval of Ansky’s discerning palate. So, she flew off to Holland and worked 
with a fishery there to select the best herring—creamy, with a soft bite—and to 
create the brine that would give her the flavor she was after.  

They experimented until, in July, they reached just the right flavor; then, in 
September, they started production. But the herring, said Amir, “needs 11 weeks 
in our unique brine to arrive at the flavor, colors, and aroma that we want.”

So, the herring will come, in a first shipment of 15,000 filets, later this month. 
Will that be enough? That, said Amir, “depends on how much New Yorkers 
like it.” 

BY R AC H E L R I N G L E R   |  New York Jewish Week via JTA

  Sherry Ansky, namesake and founder 
of the Tel Aviv sandwich shop Sherry 
Herring, clowns with a bit of herring, the 
main ingredient in her signature sandwich, 
left. (Photo courtesy of Sherry Herring)

WITH 'NO SHERRY AND NO HERRING'
SHERRY HERRING OPENS IN NYC — A STEAMING BOWL  of matzoh ball soup. Mouthwatering brisket. Crispy 

potato latkes. For many of us, these foods and more evoke wonderful memo-
ries that have shaped our palates, our histories, and helped define our culinary 
pasts and presents.

But what about the many non-Jews who didn’t necessarily grow up with 
these flavors—but are still drawn to them? What exactly is the appeal?

For Alexa Manos and her extended Greek family, no Christmas celebration 
is complete without a full spread of Jewish deli. From corned beef and pastrami 
on Christmas Eve to lox and bagels Christmas morning, Jewish deli is a regular 
part of their holiday experience.

“It all began when some family friends brought Jewish deli food to our 
Christmas party. They knew my dad loved it—it was a big bag from Once Upon 
a Bagel [in Highland Park]. At the end of the day, most ethnic groups are the 
same—we all believe in family, hard work, and education.” And apparently 
good deli!

The appeal is straightforward, according to Andy Kalish, owner of Sam & 
Gertie’s, a popular vegan Jewish deli in Chicago. “Just think about the corned 
beef sandwich—warm, thinly sliced corned beef on crusty rye with yellow mus-
tard. It’s audacious in its simplicity—yet I don’t think there is a better sandwich 
in the world. So, along with a knish, a latke, a blintz, and some rugelach, I think 
the lines at Jewish delis clearly indicate people’s preference for good food and 
a great sandwich.”

When Christina Weisbard and her Jewish husband got married, she wanted 
to cook for his holidays. Her foray into Jewish cuisine began with a cookbook 
someone gave them. “It started with Passover; we found a recipe for Yemenite 

charoset. We knew the standard dishes from being with 
family. But we started to look online for differ-

ent recipes, like parsnip latkes—things 
that had a little twist.” Her cooking 

has now become a mixture of every-
thing—traditional fare like rugelach 
and kugels for holidays—and also 
those interesting variations she 
finds on Epicurious.

Bret Olson grew up in Wasau, 
Wisc. and hadn’t met too many 
Jewish people before he attended 

the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. It wasn’t until he 

moved to Chicago that he even 
tried lox and bagels, which 
he now loves. And then his 
colleague introduced him 
to the wonders of brisket, 
when he would bring left-
overs after Passover. “I even 

tried gefilte fish, but I’m not a 
big fan of that,” Olson said.

Sprite (who goes by only one 
name) grew up Catholic and be-
came familiar with Jewish cui-
sine while working in cater-
ing as a teenager. Like many 

non-Jews who are drawn 
to Jewish foods, Sprite said, 
“My favorite thing is not a 

particular food, but just the ritual. It’s a focus on family and sharing. It’s just 
such a wonderful experience. That, in a way, is a flavor.” Although she loves 
macaroons and also likes brisket, lox, and sable, it’s clearly the feeling that res-
onates the most.

And that is a common theme. 
Jimmy DeFalco comes from a strong Italian background, with a mother 

known amongst her family and friends as an outstanding cook and family 
matriarch. “She just cooks and it’s her happy place. It’s where she de-stresses, 
where most people stress.”

Even before DeFalco met his Jewish wife, he was a fan of Manny’s Deli and 
periodically went there for a pastrami sandwich, matzoh ball soup, or even a 
potato pancake. However, he never associated Manny’s with Jewish food. But 
after he and his wife got married, he was introduced to many more Jewish spe-
cialties. His favorites are brisket and matzoh ball soup. 

But what he likes the most about Jewish cuisine and really any cuisine, “is be-
ing around the family. That’s all part of it, that’s part of the food. Just like Italians 
and our traditions. Tradition is very important when it comes to food.” 

BY RO C H E L L E N E WM A N R U B I N O FFFF   

Rochelle Newman Rubinoff is a freelance writer  
living in the northern suburbs of Chicago.

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE JEWISHto love Jewish foodIsraeli Noshery
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FOR LOCAL BAKER  Anya Viner, inspiration 
for her creative challahs can come 
from anywhere.

Her yeasty creations include 
everything from Elmo and 
Pac-Man to Air Jordan 
shoes, a Model A car, and 
luxury handbags based 
on Chanel, Yves Saint 
Laurent, and Hermes. 
She has made challah 
versions of her favor-
ite Birkenstock shoes, 
a black poodle who 
served as the maid of 
honor at a wedding, and 
“stop” and “slow” signs for 
road workers.

But it all started when she 
was inspired by the story of 
Joseph’s dreamcoat at a Kaddish 
service for her father. She crafted the 
shape; added nuts, sage, and dried fruits; and 
baked her way to a new passion that has been entertain-
ing hundreds in Chicago and on Instagram ever since. 

Viner’s baking journey started when she attended 
Cooking & Hospitality Institute of Chicago between 
her Northwestern University undergraduate degree 
and MBA. “Baking is my passion,” she said. “If people ask 
what I do, I’m a baker. That’s my love.” Initially, she baked 
at night and on the weekends, when she moved to the 
suburbs with her family.

It was difficult to fit challah-making into the busy life 
of a mom of three, but five years ago, Viner started do-
ing challah bakes at North Suburban Synagogue Beth El 
in Highland Park—and she listened to her friends and fam-
ily who urged her to share her challahs with a wider audience. 
After conducting a teaching demo of a “challah-kiah” for JUF as a Chanukah 
program, she had a revelation: “I didn’t realize I have so much control over the 
dough. I can make anything!”

Viner started expanding the ingredients of challahs she made for family 
and friends. Candy, food coloring, colored sugar, 

and more made it into her designs and before 
long, she expanded her passion for “uncom-

mon challahs,” as she calls them. She creat-
ed an Instagram page, “Tigertail Bakery,” 

featuring over 200 challah designs and 
nearly 900 followers. She also teaches 

challah-making workshops for syna-
gogue events, birthday parties, brid-
al showers, and individuals looking 

to hone their skills.

Each of Viner’s challahs are made fresh the day she will deliver them. “I will 
wake up at two in the morning if necessary,” she said. As her hobby has grown 
into more of a business, she has enjoyed watching more people become invest-
ed in her baking. “It made me feel so good, during the pandemic especially, that 
I was putting smiles on people’s faces. That kept me going. For a while, I even 
did one a day.” 

Some of Viner’s favorite challahs include Bernie 
Sanders’ mittens, the Very Hungry Caterpillar 
tribute to late children’s book author Eric 
Carle, a rooster for a wedding party, a can-
cer awareness ribbon—and, of course, the 
dreamcoat that started it all. 

Viner greatly enjoys making challahs 
based on Jewish stories and holidays. She 

dressed her son as Moses with two 
challah tablets for Shavuot, creat-

ed a version of Noah’s Ark com-
plete with animals, and showed 

off her sense of humor by mak-
ing a Passover seder plate made 

out of bread. “I don’t think of myself 
as a funny person, but my humor is able to 

come out in this,” she said. 
For any aspiring challah bakers in Chicago, Viner ad-

vises to read the recipe several times in advance and plan 
ahead. Her favorite tip is to “practice, practice, practice! 

The more you do it, the easier it gets, the 
more comfortable you are—and you’ll 

have great-tasting results.” 

For more information, or to 
commission a challah, visit 

tigertailbakery.com or 
check out @tigertailbakery 
on Instagram.

BY M I C H E L L E CO H E N     
Staff Writer

WHEN EVERY DAY’Sa challah-day A RARE FEMININE TOUCH FOR THEtequila industry“TEQUILA” AND “GRANDMA”  are 
two words that don’t typically go to-

gether. But for Mara Smith, they 
have everything to do with one 

another. The founder and CEO 
of a new tequila brand, Smith 
credits her beloved late grand-
ma Miriam for helping to in-
spire her business, fittingly 
called Inspiro—which means 
“inspired” in Spanish.

Even though she had little 
formal education, Miriam—a 

Holocaust survivor who passed 
away in 2019—had “a great busi-

ness acumen and strong math skills,” 
and passed down to Smith her aptitude 

for numbers. Miriam also passed down a 
steadfast belief in her granddaughter. “She re-

ally had the utmost faith in my abilities,” Smith said. 
“She never questioned what direction I would take in my career.”

Smith’s career, indeed, took an intrepid new direction when she launched 
her company in the fall. A former commercial real estate attorney, she gave 
up her legal career almost 20 years ago, after she was ordered to go on bed 
rest while pregnant with her twins. The Northbrook-based Jewish wife and 
mother of three spent the better part of the last two decades as 
“CEO of my household.”

In February 2020, right before the pandemic, 
Smith dove back into the professional world, 
this time around opting to be her own boss. 
The Shark Tank aficionado with an “entre-
preneurial spirit” wanted to start her 
own company. 

Now all she needed was a business 
idea. “I kept coming back to tequi-
la,” she said. “Maybe having teen-
agers drove me to tequila.” 

As she toyed with the business 
idea, she found that the tequi-
la industry was dominated by 
men—and marketed with a male 
consumer in mind. Women, she 
said, were an untapped mar-
ket. “I’d walk down the aisles of 
the liquor store, and the bottles 
were super masculine-looking. 
Nothing seemed to be focused on 
a female consumer,” she said.

Paradoxically, when Smith em-
barked on her research, she was sur-
prised to learn that over half of tequila 
drinkers are female. Many health-con-
scious women, Smith included, choose te-
quila (she prefers hers with soda, on the rocks) 
over other libations because they find it to be a 
cleaner option. 

With only a tiny fraction of tequila brands run by women, 
Smith figured the industry was “ripe for the female perspec-
tive.” Yet, she wanted to go a step further—employing women 
in every aspect of the brand, from production to distribution. 

That’s when she was introduced to Ana María Romero Mena, 
a celebrated master distiller in Mexico—one of the few women in 
a once-again predominately male profession. With the help of Zoom 
and language interpreters, Smith and Mena collaborated on a taste pro-
file attractive to a female consumer, with “smooth and sweeter notes, but 
additive-free."

Early on in the brand development, Smith and her mother—who, along with 
her grandma Miriam, inspired Smith to launch Inspiro—were doodling ideas 
for a look for the bottle. Whereas tequila bottles are typically heavy, dark, and 
masculine looking, Smith wanted hers to have a feminine aesthetic. “I wanted 
something bright and light, a sleek, slim bottle that is easy to hold and pour,” 
she said.

Just as women inspired her to launch her own brand, Smith hopes to inspire 
other women on their professional journeys—including her own daughter, a 
freshman in college. Smith encourages her to be bold in her choices, and to 
pursue her dreams. “I hope to inspire her to do anything,” she said. “I want her 
to know there are no limits.” 

Inspiro is currently in the process of getting its kosher certifica-
tion. The brand is only available online, but Smith hopes for 

bottles to hit retail shelves in 2022. For details, check out 
inspirotequila.com.

Pictured: Northbrook-based Mara Smith launched her 
own tequila brand in the fall.

BY CI N DY S H E R   |  Executive Editor

INSPIRO PALOMA 
2 oz. Inspiro Tequila
2 oz. fresh grapefruit juice
½ oz. lime juice 
½ oz. organic agave syrup
4 oz. soda water 

Mix Inspiro Tequila, grapefruit juice, 
lime juice, and agave syrup. Pour over 
ice and top with soda water.   

Try this!
PHOTOS

1. Anya Viner with a happy face emoji challah.

2. A challah version of Joseph’s technicolor dreamcoat that started a journey  
of creative baking. 

3. Viner’s son dressed as Moses with challah tablets of the Ten Commandments.

Others: From Noah’s Ark to whales, and much more, Viner is always finding fun new 
ideas for her challah creations.
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CHICAGO’S COOKS TURN TO THEIR  
FOREBEARS FOR recipes and connection

THEY MAY BE 
50 YEARS OLD, 
BUT IN THOSE 
DAYS THEY MADE 
THINGS TO LAST.
—RACHELLE GOLD

Chicago podcast and radio personality Turi Ryder, author of the memoir 
She Said What? A Life on the Air, also connects to her maternal grandmother, the 
late Rose Julius, through cooking. Julius ran a wedding catering service in New 
York attached to the Orthodox synagogue where her husband was the rabbi. 
Ryder said among her favorite dishes that her grandmother made was a spe-
cialty called “vegetarian chopped liver.” Ryder explained that Julius created it 
because Ryder’s Great Uncle Jack, Julius’s beloved brother, “was a vegetarian 
years before people were vegetarians.”

For years, Ryder said, she implored her grandmother to teach her how to 
make it—“All I want is the recipe,” she said—but Julius resisted. It was, she felt, 
a secret.

Then, well into her 90s, Julius finally acquiesced. In one of the last Rosh 
Hashanah cards she sent to her granddaughter, “she gave me the recipe in her 
quavering handwriting,” Ryder recalled.

Ryder continues to make it—to rave reviews. But, like her grandmother, she 
is loath to pass on the recipe to friends and relatives. “If my grandmother kept 
it a secret, I want to keep it a secret,” she said.

By making the food of her late mother, Esther Solooki, Account Manager in 
JUF’s Marketing Department, has found a way to honor her memory and to 
connect to her family’s Mizrahi culture. Solooki’s mother, Ana Haim-Solooki, 
who died last year, and her father both immigrated to the States from Iran 
and raised their daughter in what she described as a “very Persian home life” 
in Indianapolis.

Whether it was a Shabbat, Passover, or the High Holidays, recounted Solooki, 
“my mother showed her love through food. Her passion was to make sure that 
everyone was fed.”

Solooki would shadow her mother in the kitchen so that she could learn 
how to make such dishes as  khoresh—a stew of eggplant, green beans, beef or 
chicken, turmeric, and red pepper—and abgoosht, a chickpea soup. She now 
makes these—and other Persian and Persian–Jewish—foods for her non-Mizra-
hi friends. Doing so, she said, “is a way of remembering my mother.” 

BY RO B E R T N AG L E R M I L L E R     

Robert Nagler Miller is a journalist and editor who writes frequently about arts-  
and Jewish-related topics from his home in Chicago. 

  Vintage cooking items 
from Rachelle Gold’s late 
mother’s kitchen. This loop 
tool (far left) was used for 
gentle blending, and the 
mechanical blender (left)
was used for mixing. 

   This cookbook was passed down to Turi Ryder from her late grandmother, 
Rose. "On the left side,” Ryder said, “you can make out, in pencil, what I 
presume are the yahrtzeit dates of my grandmother’s parents.”

   Esther Solooki’s late 
mother, Ana Haim-Solooki, 
loved volunteering at her 
synagogue’s kitchen on a 
weekly basis.

AMONG JEWISH AMERICANS,   it is a truth universally acknowledged that 
one of the most meaningful, potent ways to honor the worlds of our forebears—
whether they hailed from Russia, Poland, Hungary, Greece, Morocco, Iran, 
or dozens of other parts of the Diaspora—has been to replicate 
their cooking. Recipes handed down from grandmother 
to mother to son or daughter have allowed us to retain, 
even strengthen, the connection to our traditions.

Lifelong Chicagoan Dr. Rachelle Gold under-
stands this well, perhaps because she is a clin-
ical psychologist, perhaps because she is the 
co-president of the Chicago Jewish Historical 
Society, and certainly because she is the ben-
eficiary of what has become known in com-
mon parlance as “heritage cooking.”

Gold—who lives not far from the West 
Rogers Park neighborhood 

in which she was raised—
did not know her ma-

ternal grandmother, 
Masha Gitel, but she 

knows Masha Gitel’s 
sponge cake. That’s 

because Gold’s moth-
er, the late Harriet 
Gold, learned it from 

Masha Gitel, who immigrated from Suvalk, a town near the border of north-
east Poland and southwest Lithuania. Years later, Harriet Gold passed it along 

to her own daughter. 
“In the days before electric mixers, beating egg whites by hand 

was an arduous task, and my mother—the youngest of Masha 
Gitel’s brood, was allowed to help and thus to learn the art 

of making the airiest, softest sponge cakes,” Gold said.  
She continued, “The secret was in the egg whites 
and the blending. My mother taught me how to 

know when the whites were exactly the right 
consistency—stiff peaks but not dry—and how 

to gently fold them into the yolk-sugar-flour 
batter using the right implement (a wire loop 
with a handle) and wrist motions. I mastered 
the technique.”

Today, Gold said, she credits her passion for 
baking to the lessons of earlier generations. 

MY MOTHER SHOWED 
HER LOVE THROUGH 
FOOD. HER PASSION 
WAS TO MAKE SURE  
THAT EVERYONE 
WAS FED.
—ESTHER SOLOOKI

  Rachelle Gold and her late mother, Harrie
t.
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NOT YOUR 
GRANDFATHER’S CHEF JAKE COHEN’S RECIPES  provide more than a delicious meal.

“My goal is to inspire a new generation of Jews to find pride in their cul-
ture, to expose people in this country and in this world who have never heard 
of our foods or our traditions to fall in love with them,” said the author of 
Jew-ish: Reinvented Recipes from a Modern Mensch, published by Mariner 
Books earlier this year.  

While his cookbook highlights traditional Jewish foods 
like challah, chicken soup, and kugel, Cohen puts a 
unique twist on every dish, inspired by flavors 
he discovered after meeting his husband, 
a Mizrahi Jew.

“As soon as I started trying these Persian and Iraqi dishes, it was just ‘game 
over,’ because it was so fascinating,” explained this self-proclaimed “nice 
Jewish boy from NYC.”

Growing up in Queens, N.Y., where he still lives, Cohen experienced Jewish 
cooking around the High Holidays, and began experimenting with his own 
recipes while in high school. “I started really falling in love with food. I watched 
the Food Network. I started throwing these little dinner parties for my friends. 
And the act of hospitality and how it works as a community-builder was … 
immediately addicting. And I just knew that that concept of cooking for others 
had to be pursued,” said Cohen.

  After graduating from the Culinary 
Institute of America, Cohen worked at  Daniel 

and  ABC Kitchen, two of Manhattan’s top restaurants, 
before stepping into the world of food media. He held edito-

rial roles at a variety of print and digital food publications, including 
Saveur, Tasting Table, Time Out New York, and  feedfeed.  

At the same time, Cohen 
began hosting Shabbat din-
ners, exploring the world of 
Jewish food, and discover-
ing how history influenced 
recipes. For example, he 
points to Indian ingredi-
ents in Iraqi Jewish food 
as a result of limited work 
opportunities for Jews who 
ran the spice trade with 
India. Although Jewish rec-
ipes vary based on region, 
Cohen says, in the end, they 
are all Jewish—and his cook-
book brings it all together, 
demonstrating how to use 
ingredients like za’atar,  
sumac, amba, and carda-
mom. “I don’t think every 
night you have to create this  
crazy feast in which you’ve 
ordered a million different 
spices, but start with one 
and then go from there,” 
he suggests.

Cohen also values the connection between food and family history, encour-
aging others to learn about their ancestors and write down recipes as a form of 
self-exploration. Otherwise, he said, “it creates a roadblock, maybe not for you, 
but for any future generation that wants to have some kind of connection to 
the family, to the lineage, to the history.”

Woven through the history lessons and recipes, Jew-ish delivers quite a bit 
of witty commentary and practical advice. For instance, he advises, if you are 
exhausted at the end of the week and want to order in or pick up a challah from 
the local bakery for Shabbat, it’s enough. Dayenu!

If this is the first time you’re hearing about Jake Cohen, rest assured that this 
won’t be the last. He’s already amassed a social media following of more than 
two million, he’s developing another cookbook he expects to publish in 2023, 
and he’s dreaming of his own food show he hopes you’ll see streaming on HBO, 
Netflix, or Hulu someday. 

BY J U L I E M A N G U R T E N W E I N B E RG   

Julie Mangurten Weinberg, a former television news producer and member of the JUF 
Women’s Board, lives in Northbrook with her husband, two teenage children, and three cats.

lox & bagel
JAKE COHEN COOKS UP
SPICE, WIT AND WISDOM

   A self-described “nice Jewish boy,” Jake Cohen hopes 
to inspire a new generation of Jews to take pride in 
Jewish cooking. (Photo credit: Matt Taylor-Gross)

Forget the usual brunch spread. 
Jake calls his Everything Bagel Galette 

(pictured) “the mash-up nobody asked 
for, but everybody needs.” Follow 
his recipe, and you’ll create a flaky 

pie-like crust spread with cream 
cheese, layered with smoked 
salmon and tomato slices, and 
sprinkled with Everything 
Seasoning (Jake makes his 

own and includes his recipe 
in  Jew-ish). Bake for an hour 

until it’s golden brown and 
the tomatoes caramelize. 
Top with sea salt, scallions, 
and dill, and you’ll never go 
back to the old standard.   

     Jake Cohen’s Everything Bagel Galette. 
(Photo credit: Matt Taylor-Gross)

NOT YOUR 
GRANDFATHER’S CHEF JAKE COHEN’S RECIPES  provide more than a delicious meal.

“My goal is to inspire a new generation of Jews to find pride in their cul-
ture, to expose people in this country and in this world who have never heard 
of our foods or our traditions to fall in love with them,” said the author of 
Jew-ish: Reinvented Recipes from a Modern Mensch, published by Mariner 
Books earlier this year.  

While his cookbook highlights traditional Jewish foods 
like challah, chicken soup, and kugel, Cohen puts a 
unique twist on every dish, inspired by flavors 
he discovered after meeting his husband, 
a Mizrahi Jew.

“As soon as I started trying these Persian and Iraqi dishes, it was just ‘game 
over,’ because it was so fascinating,” explained this self-proclaimed “nice 
Jewish boy from NYC.”

Growing up in Queens, N.Y., where he still lives, Cohen experienced Jewish 
cooking around the High Holidays, and began experimenting with his own 
recipes while in high school. “I started really falling in love with food. I watched 
the Food Network. I started throwing these little dinner parties for my friends. 
And the act of hospitality and how it works as a community-builder was … 
immediately addicting. And I just knew that that concept of cooking for others 
had to be pursued,” said Cohen.

  After graduating from the Culinary 
Institute of America, Cohen worked at  Daniel 

and  ABC Kitchen, two of Manhattan’s top restaurants, 
before stepping into the world of food media. He held edito-

rial roles at a variety of print and digital food publications, including 
Saveur, Tasting Table, Time Out New York, and  feedfeed.  

At the same time, Cohen 
began hosting Shabbat din-
ners, exploring the world of 
Jewish food, and discover-
ing how history influenced 
recipes. For example, he 
points to Indian ingredi-
ents in Iraqi Jewish food 
as a result of limited work 
opportunities for Jews who 
ran the spice trade with 
India. Although Jewish rec-
ipes vary based on region, 
Cohen says, in the end, they 
are all Jewish—and his cook-
book brings it all together, 
demonstrating how to use 
ingredients like za’atar,  
sumac, amba, and carda-
mom. “I don’t think every 
night you have to create this  
crazy feast in which you’ve 
ordered a million different 
spices, but start with one 
and then go from there,” 
he suggests.

Cohen also values the connection between food and family history, encour-
aging others to learn about their ancestors and write down recipes as a form of 
self-exploration. Otherwise, he said, “it creates a roadblock, maybe not for you, 
but for any future generation that wants to have some kind of connection to 
the family, to the lineage, to the history.”

Woven through the history lessons and recipes, Jew-ish delivers quite a bit 
of witty commentary and practical advice. For instance, he advises, if you are 
exhausted at the end of the week and want to order in or pick up a challah from 
the local bakery for Shabbat, it’s enough. Dayenu!

If this is the first time you’re hearing about Jake Cohen, rest assured that this 
won’t be the last. He’s already amassed a social media following of more than 
two million, he’s developing another cookbook he expects to publish in 2023, 
and he’s dreaming of his own food show he hopes you’ll see streaming on HBO, 
Netflix, or Hulu someday. 

BY J U L I E M A N G U R T E N W E I N B E RG   

Julie Mangurten Weinberg, a former television news producer and member of the JUF 
Women’s Board, lives in Northbrook with her husband, two teenage children, and three cats.

lox & bagel
JAKE COHEN COOKS UP
SPICE, WIT AND WISDOM

   A self-described “nice Jewish boy,” Jake Cohen hopes 
to inspire a new generation of Jews to take pride in 
Jewish cooking. (Photo credit: Matt Taylor-Gross)

Forget the usual brunch spread. 
Jake calls his Everything Bagel Galette 

(pictured) “the mash-up nobody asked 
for, but everybody needs.” Follow 
his recipe, and you’ll create a flaky 

pie-like crust spread with cream 
cheese, layered with smoked 
salmon and tomato slices, and 
sprinkled with Everything 
Seasoning (Jake makes his 

own and includes his recipe 
in  Jew-ish). Bake for an hour 

until it’s golden brown and 
the tomatoes caramelize. 
Top with sea salt, scallions, 
and dill, and you’ll never go 
back to the old standard.   

     Jake Cohen’s Everything Bagel Galette. 
(Photo credit: Matt Taylor-Gross)
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Silverman isn’t alone in her 
pursuit of the consummate con-
fection. Home baking soared 
during the pandemic, as many 
people turned their time stuck 
inside into an opportunity to 
take their baked goods to the 
next level. 

For instance, cousins and best 
friends Sophia Weisberg Yudkowsky (pictured right) 
and Ariella Gelb (pictured left) used down time during 
the pandemic to focus on their home bakery business, 
LAYER ME A CAKE.

Gelb, of Chicago, and Yudkowsky, of Highland Park, 
started tinkering in the kitchen when they first moved 
in together after college. “We were baking together in 
our little apartment in Lincoln Park, and people started 
asking us to bake for them,” Gelb said. “We really enjoyed 
doing it, so we kept baking.” 

Both have fulltime jobs—Gelb treats trauma in hospi-
tals and Yudkowsky works in wealth management—so 
the pandemic offered the two bakers an unusual break 
from their demanding hours to focus on growing their 
side hustle. 

Their efforts came at just the right time. With so many 
birthdays and simchas shifting to online platforms and 
outdoor, drive-by celebrations, Layer Me a Cake started 
receiving requests for individually wrapped cookies and 
treats for COVID-friendly goody bags. 

“What a great thing to do: to be able to offer people the 
ability to give somebody a cake or individually-wrapped 
cookies or brownies,” Yudkowsky said. 

WHEN WENDY SILVERMAN 
 was ready to make a change after 
15 years in advertising and mar-
keting, she baked up her best 
idea yet: PEACE.LOVE.COOKIES., a 
home bakery business. 

“I’d lost my passion for do-
ing that sort of work, and I 
was spending more time in my 

kitchen and playing around with recipes on my own,” 
Silverman said. 

Looking to find a better balance between work and 
family, Silverman—a Glencoe mom of two girls—perfect-
ed her craft by reading cookbooks and watching bak-
ing videos. “I agreed to do a couple of dessert trays for a 
friend,” she said. “After that, I just decided, ‘Hey, let’s give 
this a shot for real.’”

So, she left her office job and started baking full-
time in the spring of 2018. She marketed herself on 
social media, and then the orders started rolling 
in. “I said ‘yes’ to everything, even the stuff I 
didn’t know how to do, including decorated 
sugar cookies,” she said. 

Now, Silverman has mastered the art of the 
decorated sugar cookie, and the mini-mas-
terpieces make up about 80 percent of her 
bakery business. 

“The detail she puts into each and every 
cookie is astounding,” said Silverman’s custom-
er and friend, Kate Elisco. From tie-dye macar-
ons to cookies shaped like apples and honey for 
Rosh Hashanah, Silverman works diligently to get 
the taste and design of her baked goods just right. 

CLIENTELE WITH SWEET TREATS
L ocal home bakers delight

Adina Berkowitz, of 
West Rogers Park, 
also experienced a re-
cent uptick in demand at 
her home bakery business, 
ADINA'S DESIGNER COOKIES. 
Creating custom decorated 
sugar cookies under kosher su-
pervision for nearly 14 years, 

the single mom of four used creative thinking to pivot 
when the pandemic threatened her business.

“For a week, I started panicking because everyone was 
canceling,” Berkowitz said. Then, a friend suggested she 
offer do-it-yourself cookie kits. 

“I had everything in my house—all the sprinkles, the 
boxes, and the cookies. I put together one kit and posted 
it on Facebook and Instagram, and my phone just started 
blowing up,” Berkowitz said. Customers went crazy for 
the cookie kits, and her sales that month doubled.

As the world slowly returns to a new normal, Adina’s 
Designer Cookies has continued to deliver one-of-a-
kind treats for a steady stream of simchas. And, after 
all these years in the business, she just experienced 
a full circle moment.

“The very first order I got from a complete 
stranger was for a baby girl,” Berkowitz said. 
“Recently, a woman called me for bat mitzvah 
cookies for her daughter, and it turned out this was 
my very first order. She found me years later.” 

BY L E S L I E H I L L H I R S C H FE L D   

Leslie Hill Hirschfeld is a freelance writer living in the 
northern suburbs of Chicago.

For more information or to order: 

Peace.Love.Cookies.: wendy@plcdesserts.com  
Layer Me a Cake: layermeacake@gmail.com 

Adina’s Designer Cookies: adinascookies@yahoo.com
PHOTOS

1. Some sweet treats from Peace.Love.Cookies. 
(Photos courtesy of Wendy Silverman)

2. Layer Me a Cake glamour food shots. 
(Photos courtesy of Layer Me a Cake)

3. Adina’s Designer Cookies specializes in decorated sugar cookies. 
(Photos courtesy of Adina Berkowitz)
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A BUST FOR MANY BUSINESSES, THE 
PANDEMIC ACTUALLY PROVIDED MANY HOME-
BASED FOOD ENTREPRENEURS A BOOST. 
With fewer people shopping in traditional stores, 
smaller, local operations gained popularity. The 
challenge became keeping up with the orders. 

mmmacarons

1

1

yum!oh là là

2
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GIVE WHAT YOU CAN TO
  
Much of this section focuses on the joys of coming together for meals—and elevating food and 
drinks to an art form. At the same time, let’s remember the people in our community who do not 
have enough food to eat or other basic necessities. We asked JUF-supported organizations that provide 
for the most vulnerable people to tell us what clients most need and how to donate. Please consider helping. 

FOOD
• CHICAGO CHESED FUND 

bit.ly/CCFPantry 
Needed: Kid-friendly cereals, 
flour, sugar, pasta  

• CJE SENIORLIFE 
bit.ly/CJEHelp 
Needed: Non-perishable food items, like 
shelf-stable dry and canned goods  

• CJE CARE MANAGEMENT TEAM 
bit.ly/CJECare  
Needed: Tea, coffee, sugar-free candy  

• THE ARK 
bit.ly/ARKPantry  
Needed: Canned soup, vegetable/canola/olive 
oil, tea, pasta sauce, rice, applesauce, crackers 

• EZRA 
bit.ly/EZRALearnMore  
Needed: Vegetable, chicken, or beef soups; 
canned chicken, tuna or salmon; pasta meals; 
corn; mandarin oranges; peas; carrots; instant 
coffee (8 oz.); ground coffee (24 oz.); tea (box, 
16–20 count, herbal or black); cooking or 
olive oil (no larger than 48 oz.); mustard, BBQ 
sauce; and mayonnaise (plastic dispensers 
only, 24 oz.) 

ESSENTIALS
• RABBINICAL DISCRETIONARY 

FUNDS THROUGH JUF 
donate.juf.org 
Needed: Gift cards for food/other supplies

• CHICAGO CHESED FUND 
bit.ly/CCFPantry 
Needed: Diapers 

• CJE CARE MANAGEMENT TEAM 
bit.ly/CJECare  
Needed: Winter hats, scarves, and gloves, 
especially for males

• THE ARK 
bit.ly/ARKPantry  
Needed: Alcohol-free mouthwash, baby wipes, 
children’s diapers (sizes 4, 5, and 6)

• EZRA 
bit.ly/EZRALearnMore  
Needed: Hand can openers (high need), body wash 
deodorant, lotion, mouthwash, shampoo, conditioner, 
men’s cologne, women’s perfume, laundry detergent 
(powder, 16 oz.)

HOLIDAY GIFTS
• JCFS 

bit.ly/JCFSHoliday 
Needed: E-gift cards from stores 
that accommodate online purchases, 
like Target or Amazon

the people who need it most

Being that this year 
is a bit of a struggle 

financially, I had to take 
advantage of the frozen 
foods available for the 
holidays. I was and still am 
speechless at what was 
provided for me today ... 
Thank you for helping to 
ease the financial burden 
and providing us 
with peace of mind.

—CHICAGO CHESED 
FUND CLIENT

   The ARK food pantry 
(above) is organized by 
volunteers (bottom left). 
At EZRA, volunteers pack 
(bottom middle) and 
deliver (bottom right) 
food to recipients.

We’�  help you plant the s� ds 
for your endowments to grow
Through the Jewish Federation’s free Create a Jewish Legacy
program, we share our expertise to help local Jewish 
nonprofits jump-start their endowment giving. 

We have already helped 39 Jewish synagogues, agencies and 
schools raise $62 million in endowment commitments. 

We can help you, too. 

To learn how, contact us at cjlchicago@juf.org 
or 312-357-4853. 
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JUF’s Partnership Together (P2G) is a program of the Jewish 
Agency for Israel that links communities in the diaspora with 
communities in Israel. Chicago’s P2G region of Kiryat Gat-
Lachish-Shafir is located in Israel’s northern Negev. Through 
P2G, nearly $1 million of funding from JUF’s annual campaign 
supports projects that promote the region’s development, im-
prove the quality of life for its residents, and connect them with 
Chicago Jewry through “people-to-people” programs. This 
story is one of a series titled “25 stories,” celebrating 25 years 
of partnership between JUF and Kiryat Gat, Lachish, and Shafir. 

A place to 
call home
Neve Hanna youth village’s 
message to its children: 
‘You matter’ 
I  LOVE THE HAIMISH  FEELING  I get when I visit the Neve Hanna 
youth village in the center of Kiryat Gat.  

The village offers a safe, loving, and nurturing home environ-
ment for children, ages 6 to 18, who have been removed from their 
biological families by welfare authorities. Some of the children who 
call Neve Hanna home have suffered violence and child abuse, while 
others had been forced into prostitution or criminality. None of the 
children have been blessed with “normal” childhoods. 

But the village nurtures its children in a way that they never before 
have experienced. At its core, Neve Hanna conveys this message to 
the children who live and visit there: You matter. 

Through Partnership 2Gether, JUF has been supporting Neve 
Hanna since 2010. The village offers its residents the opportunity to 
grow, learn, and develop the emotional strength needed, through 

therapy and other methods, to 
prepare for life as independent 
and responsible adults.

Eighty children live in the 
children’s home, while an ad-
ditional 50 children—divided 
into groups—visit daily for ex-
tra-curricular activities. One 
group is a mix of Jewish and 
Arab participants from nearby 
Rahat, the largest Bedouin city 
in the country. 

Within the village, the kids 
live in a family-like setting 
organized by age. Each home 
houses 12 to 14 children to-
gether with a “den mother,” a 
counselor, and two young vol-
unteers. Each family unit pro-
vides residents with positive 
adult role models who help 
them with their homework, 
serve them with a warm meal, 
and attend to their emotional 
needs. 

Aside from the six homes, Neve Hanna boasts a small petting zoo, 
an animal enclosure where the children care for animals and partici-
pate in animal therapy. The zoo is home to goats, reptiles, parrots, and 

I S R A E L

more, providing the children with an opportunity to spend time with 
animals whenever they feel the need for some quiet comfort. Tending 
to the animals endows the children with a sense of responsibility.

Other opportunities at the village also foster a work ethic in its res-
idents. For instance, Neve Hanna operates a self-contained bakery 
called Yeladudes—a Hebrew nickname for “kids”—which employs stu-
dents from the village. 

The residents also earn a monthly allowance, which teaches them 
about financial responsibility and autonomy. In addition, older resi-
dents volunteer in various capacities, including at the JUF-supported 
SAHI, in which teens from at-risk communities deliver food packages 
to families in need. 

Affiliated with the Masorti (Conservative) movement in Israel, 
the youth village offers a traditional religious after-school training. 
The entire village celebrates the bar and bat mitzvahs of each of  
the children. 

Every time I visit Neve Hanna, I see hope. I see children who were 
dealt a poor hand in life, but found their way to a place that turned 
their lives around. With the support of a dedicated staff and thought-
ful programs, this special place helps change the lives of dozens of 
children, I’m giving them a chance to flourish. 

Pictured: (Above) Children from the youth village take part in horseback riding 
therapy. (Left) A little girl spends time at the Neve Hanna petting zoo.

BY O FE R BAV LY 

Ofer Bavly is the Director General of the JUF Israel Office.

It’s not too late to  
save a life in Israel this year.

For more than 90 years, American donors have provided vehicles, 
training, and supplies to Israel’s national paramedic and Red Cross 
service, equipping them to treat the sick and injured under the most 
difficult circumstances and to save lives. 

In fact, this past year Magen David Adom’s 30,000 EMTs and 
paramedics have been on the front lines in the fight against 
coronavirus while also contending with terrorist and rocket attacks, 
riots, car accidents, and other threats to Israeli lives. 

Make a difference in Israel by supporting 
Magen David Adom. 

Help save Israelis at afmda.org/saving-lives-2021
afmda.org

Photo by Kobi G
ideon / FLA
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90

JUF provided $9.3 million  
for extra food assistance and 
financial aid during the pandemic.  

Your Dollars Do  
So Much Good

$180 delivers one month of food and toiletries  
for a person in need

$75 provides a holiday food package for a Chicago  
couple in need 

$8 brings a kosher packaged meal for a local  
person in need

“I never thought I’d have to choose 
between buying food and paying 

the gas bill. Thanks to The ARK, 
we had enough food for our  
kids AND a warm house for 
them to sleep in.”

—The ARK client

For 1 in 4 clients, dinner provided by the 
JUF Uptown Cafe is their first meal of the day.
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S O U L  S E A R C H I N G

Mah tovu: How good are our camps
Mah tovu ohalecha Ya’akov; mishk’notecha Yisrael. ‘How good are your tents, O Jacob; your encampments, O Israel.’ 

WHILE THESE ARE ANCIENT WORDS,   I have found myself reciting them 
with fresh meaning every summer as I reflect on how wonderful Jewish camp-
ing is. In my younger days, I had the joy of experiencing Jewish overnight camp 
as a camper, counselor, and unit head. In these more recent years, I have had 
the privilege of attending camp as a rabbi faculty member and sharing the tra-
dition of going to camp with my own children. In each role, camp has made 
such a positive impact on my life.

We all know intrinsically that Jewish camping is good for so many reasons. 
For one thing, it strengthens our children’s Jewish identity in a unique and 
powerful way. Campers literally eat, breathe, and sleep Judaism. Whether it is 
by starting every day with Jewish prayers and songs at “roll call”; beginning and 
concluding each and every meal with the traditional Hebrew blessings; study-
ing Jewish values during the informal educational programs; or sprinkling in 
Hebrew words and phrases throughout camp activities—Judaism is part of the 
very fabric of the summer experience. 

Another reason that camp is good is that it provides our kids with lifelong 
friendships. Ask any kid, and they will tell you that camp friends are different 
than school friends. Perhaps this is because in addition to the strong Jewish 
identity it builds, camp also helps kids get in touch with who they really are. 

I vividly recall one camper sharing her theory on why camp friendships 
seem so much more real than they do at home. She explained: “At home, you’re 
constantly thinking about what you should wear and say and how you should 
act in order to fit in. It’s kind of like you’re putting on a show. At camp, you’re 
with these people 24/7, and it is just too exhausting to put that much effort into 
how you carry yourself all day and night. So, you kind of have to give up and just 
be who you are. When everyone around you does that, too, then you really get 
to know each other in a much more real way.” 

Camp is also good because it helps our children become independent in a rel-
atively sheltered environment. With the counsel of their young adult counsel-
ors (and with some supervision from the adult faculty), kids learn to navigate 
their way over a series of weeks in a safe, loving, and nurturing environment. 

Yes, camp is good for kids. More than this, though, camp is good for Judaism. 
A few years ago, I came across the Foundation for Jewish Camp’s Camp Works 
study, which touted the benefits of camp to our community as it showed how 
Jewish camp tends to lead to an active Jewish life: Adults who attended Jewish 
camp when they were younger are more likely to celebrate Shabbat, to feel an 
emotional connection to Israel, and to attend their synagogue or temple on a 
monthly basis. 

Not being able to have the traditional camp experience was one of the great 
challenges of the recent pandemic. Now that our youth are able to return to 
this summer ritual, I am confident that many of them will come back from their 
programs with renewed enthusiasm for Jewish life. 

If you know a young person who is planning to go to camp this summer, be 
sure to ask them to share something special that they learned while at camp. 
For in hearing their story, I can guarantee you that you will have the same reac-
tion that I have had: Mah tovu ohalecha Ya’akov; mishk’notecha Yisrael. How good 
are our camps, O Israel! And how blessed we are as a community to be able to 
benefit from them. 

BY R A B B I  I L A N A G .  BA D E N 

Rabbi Ilana G. Baden is Senior Rabbi of Temple Chai Reform 
Congregation in Long Grove.

 Camp Chi celebrating Shabbat as a community. (Photo credit: Lynn Renee Photography)

Partner with our scientists to solve 
humanity’s most difficult challenges.

And if that isn’t reward enough, there are year-end tax benefits, too.

      Every day, hundreds of scientists at the 
Weizmann Institute in Israel pursue breakthroughs 
in cancer research, health & medicine, education, 
technology, the environment, and the world beyond 
our planet. A Charitable Gift Annuity gives you the 
opportunity not only to partner with our scientists 
to make remarkable discoveries possible, but also to 
receive payments for life and significant tax benefits.

W E I Z M A N N - U S A . O R G

Charitable Gift Annuity Rates*

*Illustration only. Seek your own legal and tax advice to determine the 
consequences of your gift. NY rates may differ.

Age 70      4.7%

Age 75      5.4%

Age 80       6.5%

Example:
Give $25,000 at age 80
and get $1,625/year (6.5%)
for the rest of your life.

Age 85       7.6%

Age 90       8.6%

TO START EXPERIENCING THESE REWARDS, 
CALL 212.895.7940 or email cpp@acwis.org
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Nursing home costs 
threatening your family?

Protecting client’s income and assets from 
nursing home costs for over 25 years.

FREE CONSULTATION
Call today!  (847) 564-5644

WE CAN ALSO ASSIST YOU WITH:

» Powers of Attorney, Wills and Trusts
» Probate and Estate Administration
» Guardianships
» Real Estate Transactions

Larry 
Magill
Attorney 
at Law

CenterForElderLawSolutions.com
555 Skokie Blvd., Suite 250 • Northbrook
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Remembering Harriet Bernbaum  
HARRIET BERNBAUM  was a joyful and artistic woman. 

For 65 years, she was married to her beloved husband, Harry, be-
fore he passed away in 2015. They had two children, four grandchil-
dren, and a great-grandchild. Harry was an Army Air Corps veteran 
and successful businessman. 

With Wessex, his first company, he purchased Army surplus at 
auction and then sold the goods. As the surplus started to dwindle, 
Harry started a new business as a manufacturer of camping and 
sporting goods. Later, with his son Hank, they developed a company, 
now known as High Sierra, which was eventually sold to Samsonite.  

Harriet worked as a designer for a Chicago architecture firm. 
With a keen sense of design and artistic flair, she became an interi-
or designer whose work was featured in magazines garnered many 
accolades.  

The Bernbaums loved music, a passion they attribute, in part, to 
their late daughter, Keren-Or Bernbaum, who was a performer with 
Opera Manhattan. Harriet loved visual art, too; she was a gifted art-
ist and worked with such renowned talents as Claude Bentley and 
sculptor Cosmo Campoli. Friends adored her beautiful oil paintings, 
intricate jewelry designs, and ceramics pieces.  

Harriet and Harry made a home for themselves on Chicago’s 
North Shore for many years. Harriet regularly attended concerts at 
Ravinia Festival and was a member of North Suburban Synagogue 
Beth El in Highland Park. When not in Chicago, she spent time in 
Longboat Key, Fla., where she entrenched herself in the community 
and would attend JUF Snowbird events. 

A dedicated philanthropist, Harriet contributed to the Art 
Institute of Chicago, Steans Music Institute, Ravinia, the Sarasota 
Opera, and hospitals in the Chicago and Sarasota areas. The 
Bernbaums also endowed a program at the University of Chicago 
called Paris Campus, in memory of their daughter. 

At JUF, Harriet was a Golden Giver member, contributing for 
over 50 years to the Annual Campaign, and she also left a gift to The 
Centennial Campaign.

Harriet will be remembered for her loving bond with Harry—
and her passion for family, philanthropy, the arts, and the Jewish 
community. Her contributions will leave a legacy for generations  
to come. 

Like Harriet, you can create your Jewish legacy by including a  
bequest to the Jewish Federation in your will or estate plan. For more 
information, contact Legacies & Endowments at 312-357-4853  
or email legacy@juf.org. 

BY E L L I E  P RO B E R

Ellie Prober was a 2021 Lewis Summer Intern for the Legacies & Endowments 
department of the Jewish United Fund.

 Harriet and Harry Bernbaum were married for 65 years.

Easy ordering online at juf.org/tribute
or call 312-357-4866  |  Minimum donation: $10

DESERVE BIG MAZELS

Commemorate life’s big moments 
with JUF Tribute Cards!

• Celebrate engagements, 
weddings & anniversaries

• Welcome new babies

• Honor Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

• Mark special birthdays

• Recognize achievements 
& awards

“Tzedakah can’t 
just rest on any one 
person’s shoulders.

For generations our community has stepped up — now I’m thrilled to 
shoulder my own part by including the Jewish Federation of Chicago 

in my estate plan. My son will see the priority I placed on giving — 
and that’s part of my legacy, too. Long after I’m gone I will play 

a part in efforts from Jewish identity to fighting antisemitism.”

— LINDSEY PAIGE MARKUS
Pictured with her son

Learn how to include us in your will. 
Phone 312-444-2918 or email DeeAnthony@juf.org.

T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  C A M PA I G N
It’s so much more than a pact — it’s impact.
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Save the date for JUF events!
LEARN Reunion 
Chanukah Party
DEC. 2  |  6–8 P.M. 
VILLAGE TAP 
2055 W. ROSCOE ST., CHICAGO  

Join YLD and Base for an 
exclusive evening for LEARN 
alumni and friends to celebrate 
the Festival of Lights! Schmooze 
and reconnect over latkes, 
donuts, and drinks.

Register: juf.org/learnchanukah

Cost: $5.

For more information, contact 
LaurenSilverman@juf.org or 
312-357-4880.

Virtually Limitless:  
Our Shared Shelf 
DEC. 8  |  7 P.M.  
VIRTUAL

Please join JUF National 
Women’s Philanthropy for 
Virtually Limitless: Our Shared 
Shelf book and author series. 
Our next book will be The 
Wagamama Bride: A Jewish 
Family Saga Made in Japan, by 
Liane Grunberg Wakabayashi.

Register: bit.ly/bookshelfbride 

Cost: Free.

There is no minimum gift 
requirement to attend.

For more information, contact 
ElissaKagan@juf.org.

YLD Pride Shabbat 
Across the City
DEC. 17  |  6:30 P.M. 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Bring in Shabbat with YLD 
Pride! Sign up for an at-home 
Shabbat experience to meet 
new Chicago LGBTQ+ Jews.

Cost: $5.

To register, or for more 
information, contact 
LaurenSilverman@juf.org.

Professional  
Women’s Network 
Mentorship Program 
Application Launch 
JAN. 2022  

Join women from across all 
industries and professional 
levels as a JUF Professional 
Women’s Network mentor or 
mentee. The second cohort 
of the mentorship program 
will leverage industry leaders 
connected to JUF and mentor 
professionals (20s–30s) in the 
early stages of their careers 
and philanthropic journeys. 
Hear from inspirational guest 
speakers, share expertise, and 
grow as a professional.

For more information, contact 
ShelbyScheck@juf.org  
or 312-357-4825.

Whiskey Business 2022
FEB. 24  |  7:30 P.M. 
VIRTUAL

Join the JUF Professionals 
Network for Whiskey Business, 
a virtual evening of whiskey 
tasting, socializing, and coming 
together for good.

Register: juf.org/whiskeybusiness

A minimum gift of $2,500 to the 
2022 JUF Annual Campaign is 
required to participate. For donors 
40 and under, a minimum gift of 
$1,000 is required.

For more information, contact 
ShelbyScheck@juf.org  
or 312-357-4825.

 $2,500 (or $1,000)   December 8

CANDLELIGHTING TIMES

Dec. 3 4:01 p.m. Miketz

Dec. 10 4:01 p.m. Vayigash

Dec. 17 4:03 p.m. Vayechi

Dec. 24 4:06 p.m.  Shemot

Dec. 31 4:1 1 p.m.  Va’era

JUF’s COVID policies 
require that all 
individuals 12 and over 
participating in in-per-
son events/programs 
are fully vaccinated 
and wear masks during 
indoor programming. 
Participants must 
attest to being fully 
vaccinated when they 
register. Children under 
12 must wear a mask.

  December 2

Bartlit Beck
DLA Piper US LLP
Katten

Kovitz Investment Group LLC
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC
Mayer Brown LLP

Miller Cooper & Co., Ltd
Much Shelist, P.C.
Plante Moran

RSM US LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate,  

Meagher & Flom LLP

Balyasny Asset Management
BDO USA, LLP
Deloitte
Ernst & Young
GEM Realty Capital

Goldman Sachs & Co
Greenberg Traurig LLP
JMB Realty Corporation
Latham & Watkins LLP
National Wrecking Company

Next Realty
Pine Tree Commercial Realty LLC
Primer, Michaels and Associates
Reed Smith LLP
Schiff Hardin LLP

The Scion Group LLC
Senior Lifestyle Corporation
Wells Fargo

Avison Young
First Bank Chicago, A Division of First Bank of Highland Park

Arthur Hill & Co
Barack Ferrazzano Kirschbaum & Nagelberg LLP
Baum Realty Group
Belgravia Group
Bellwether Enterprise
Charles Schwab
CIBC
CME Group Foundation
Devon Bank
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
FGMK, LLC
First Midwest Bank

Gofen & Glossberg, LLC
Grant Thornton LLP
Harrison & Held, LLP
Herman Agency, Inc.
ICM Properties, Inc.
Jenner & Block LLP
JRG Capital Partners
KPMG
Kriezelman Burton & Associates LLC
Law Offices of Jonathan Merel
Locke Lord LLP
Marcus & Millichap

Mesirow Financial
Monroe Capital LLC
Mosaic Construction LLC DBA 

Design Construction Concepts
Neal Gerber & Eisenberg LLP
Northern Trust
Oak Realty Group, Inc./Oak Residential Partners
Origin Ventures
Schoenberg Finkel Beederman Bell Glazer LLC
Stage Equity Partners
Strategic Wealth Partners, LLC
The Wolcott Group, LLC

Tucker Development
Waterton Associates LLC
WHI Real Estate Partners, L.P.
William Blair
Wintrust Corporation
Wipfli LLP
Wolverine Execution Services, LLC
Worsek & Vihon LLP 
Zelda’s Catering

For information on corporate partnership opportunities, please contact SarahYost@juf.org or 312-357-4543.

On behalf of a grateful community,

THANK YOU
to our JUF Corporate Partners who provide resources that help JUF assist 

people in need to overcome life’s challenges, transforming daily life for over 
500,000 Chicagoans of all faiths and millions of Jews worldwide.

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0

$ 7 5 , 0 0 0

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0

$ 7 , 5 0 0

$ 5 , 0 0 0

 A meaningful gift 
to the JUF Annual 
Campaign is required 
to attend certain 
events. A number 
beside the box 
indicates there is a 
minimum amount.
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WEDNESDAYS (ONGOING) 
10–11 A.M. 
Yoga (Virtual). Join EZRA for 
virtual yoga. 773-467-3861, 
MeganLoveless@juf.org.

WEDNESDAYS, DEC. 1–JAN. 5 
10:15–11:30 A.M. 
Ready, Set, Grow. We’re back  
in the clinic! Join JCFS for 
our 2- to 3-year-old play 
group, designed to develop 
communication, language, 
and social skills. Our Speech-
Language Pathologist will 
incorporate monthly themes 
to enhance vocabulary 
development, knowledge of 
early basic concepts, and pre-
literacy skills. Early Intervention 
enrollment is not required 
for children to participate. 
Locations: 255 Revere Drive, 
Suite 200, Northbrook, 
and 6639 N. Kedzie Ave., 
Chicago. 847-412-4335, 
MeganKowalski@JCFS.org.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 1  
& THURSDAY, DEC. 2 
10:30–11:15 A.M.
See, Sing, Celebrate!  
Chanukah Stories and Songs 
– Northbrook & Northern 
Suburbs. Celebrate Jewish 
holidays with stories, songs,  
and activities especially for 
young children up to age 2 
(older siblings welcome). 
Everyone is welcome at this  
free program. There will be  
time to get to know other 
families in your community, 
too. Resources for celebrating 
the holiday in your home will 
also be provided. Wednesday 
location: Book Bin, 1151 Church 
St., Northbrook. Thursday 
location: Bookstore in the 
Northern suburbs (location 
pending). 312-357-4905, 
jBabyChicago@juf.org.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 1  
4:30–6 P.M.
JUF Young Families Celebrates 
the Festival of (Zoo) Lights. 
Celebrate the fourth night of 
Chanukah under the glow of 
millions of twinkling lights 
at Lincoln Park ZooLights. 
Enjoy live Chanukah music, 
a special menorah candle-
lighting and more. Ticket price 
is per individual and includes 
admission to ZooLights and 
our special Chanukah program. 
Location: 2001 N Clark St, 
Chicago. 312-357-4905, 
YoungFamilies@juf.org.

THURSDAYS (ONGOING) 
NOON–1 P.M. 
Joliet Jewish Congregation 
Lunch and Learn (Virtual). 
Join Joliet Jewish Congregation 
for a weekly study at 
lunchtime. 708-249-6086, 
AmyBloomberg@juf.org.

THURSDAYS, DEC. 2–DEC. 22 
NOON–1 P.M. 
Purposes of Jewish Living 
(Virtual). In collaboration with 
the Florence Melton School 
of Adult Jewish Learning, this 
class meets every second 
and fourth Thursday of each 
month from noon to 1 p.m. 
Classes currently meet via 
Zoom. The cost of the class is 
generously subsidized by JUF 
Education. The registration 
fee includes the class and 
textbook. 312-357-4767, 
KatherinePierce@juf.org.

FRIDAY, DEC. 3–SUNDAY, DEC. 5 
BBYO Invite Convention. Great 
Midwest Region’s biggest and 
most spirited convention of the 
year is back! Invite Convention 
is the best time of the year 
for fun chapter competitions, 
teen-led programming, Shabbat 
and Chanukah celebrations, 
meeting friends from across 
the region, and so much more. 
gmr@bbyo.org.

SUNDAY, DEC. 5 
9:30–10:15 A.M. 
jBaby Chicago’s Ultimate 
Chanukah Singalong (Virtual). 
Celebrate the final morning 
of Chanukah with your jBaby 
in the comfort of your own 
home! Snuggle up with a 
cup of coffee and donut 
on us (digital gift card to 
Dunkin’ will be provided), 
and sing along to some fun 
Chanukah jams. 312-357-4905, 
jBabyChicago@juf.org.

SUNDAY, DEC. 5   
10 A.M.–2 P.M. 
Hanukkon 2021. An extrav-
aganza where pop culture 
meets Hanukkah, this event 
will be filled with unique gifts, 
one-of-a-kind experiences, 
and celebrity guests. All are 
welcome to this celebration! $5 
entry fee at the door. Location: 
Bnai Tikvah, 1558 Wilmot Road, 
Deerfield. 847-945-0470, 
jfahey@bnaitikvah.net.

SUNDAY, DEC. 5 
10:45–11:30 A.M. 
Hanukkah Family  
Celebration. For all major 
Jewish holidays, we have fun 
events for families that give 
children an understanding 
of Jewish culture, literature, 
history, values, and ethics,  
and help them explore what 
“being Jewish” and “doing 
Jewish” mean to them. 
Everyone is welcome at 
our events—no charge and 
no commitment. Location: 
Kol Hadash Sunday School 
at Deerfield High School, 
1959 W. Waukegan Road, 
Deerfield. 773-209-8266, 
youthed@kolhadash.com.

SUNDAY, DEC. 5 
Nourish Our  
Neighborhoods.  
Join the JUF TOV Volunteer 
Network to help Nourish 
Our Neighborhoods this 
winter. Donate “kits” of 
needed items to a variety 
of organizations across 
Chicago and the surrounding 
suburbs. Contactless drop-
offs available at various 
locations. 312-357-4894, 
MarissaComin@juf.org.

SUNDAY, DEC. 5 
1:15–3:45 P.M. 
In-Person Sibshops, Chicago.  
JCFS Sibshops offer brothers  
and sisters of children with  
a variety of special needs a 
place to meet other siblings  
in a relaxed, supportive,  
and recreational setting.  
For kids ages 6–12 years old. 
In-person Sibshops will have 
a limited number of spots 
and masking is required. 
Location: 6639 N. Kedzie 
Ave., Chicago. Fee: $30 per 
Sibshop; partial scholarships 
are available. Pre-registration 
required. 773-765-3159, 
TamaraBesser@JCFS.org.

MONDAYS THROUGH 
THURSDAYS, DEC. 6– 
JAN. 27  |  7 P.M. 
Say It in Hebrew (Virtual).  
Learn the everyday 
conversational Hebrew  
spoken in Israel and its role 
in Israeli culture. Students 
are immersed in a Hebrew-
speaking setting in small 
classes with fellow learners  
of similar language  
proficiency. Seven 
different levels are 
available. 847-763-3627, 
aashkenazi@jccchicago.org.

Community events

W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G

TUESDAY, DEC. 7 
7 P.M. 
Guest Lecture: Mark 
Oppenheimer. Anshe Emet 
welcomes the creator of the 
podcast Unorthodox, Mark 
Oppenheimer, for an in-person 
program, as he discusses his 
newest book, Squirrel Hill: The 
Tree of Life Synagogue Shooting 
and the Soul of a Neighborhood. 
The program is free; books 
will be available for purchase. 
Registration required at 
ansheemet.org/events/mark-
oppenheimer. 773.868.5139, 
akarp@ansheemet.org.

TUESDAYS (ONGOING) 
7:30–8:30 P.M. 
Orot Jewish Mindfulness 
Meditation Weekly Sit 
(Virtual). Join us for Orot’s 
free weekly Jewish mindfulness 
meditation sit. Led by an 
Orot mindfulness instructor, 
these weekly sits are open 
to meditation beginners as 
well as veteran practitioners. 
The sessions include a 
weekly teaching, guided 
meditation, and time to sit in 
silent practice. 847-651-1813, 
rschwab@orotcenter.org.

WEDNESDAYS, DEC. 8–22 
7–8:30 P.M. 
Mini LEARN: Living a Jewish 
Life (Virtual). Join Base in a 
three-part series to discuss how 
to make decisions about our 
Jewish practice and personal 
customs, including celebrating 
Shabbat and holidays, 
choosing if and when to join 
a synagogue, incorporating 
Jewish rituals into a secular 
life, and finding a strong Jewish 
community. This free series 
will be led by Rabbi Megan 
GoldMarche. 312-357-4880, 
LaurenSilverman@juf.org.

THURSDAY, DEC. 9 
4:30–5:30 P.M. 
Virtual Sibshops.  
JCFS Sibshops offer brothers  
and sisters of children with  
a variety of special needs a 
place to meet other siblings  
in a relaxed, supportive,  
and recreational setting.  
For kids ages 6–12 years 
old. Virtual sessions are 
free. Pre-registration is 
required. 773-765-3159, 
TamaraBesser@JCFS.org.

FRIDAY, DEC. 10– 
SUNDAY, DEC. 12 
High School Girls Retreat.  
Join Upward Community for 
their girls’ retreat! Contact 
Yaakov Cohen at ycohen@ 
upwardcommunitychicago.org 
for more information.

FRIDAY, DEC. 10 
11:30 A.M.–12:30 P.M. 
Welcoming Afghans:  
A Federal and Local Update  
on Resettlement and  
What’s Next (Virtual).  
Join JUF’s Government Affairs 
Committee for a conversation 
and presentations about the 
resettlement of Afghan people 
in the United States. Experts 
from refugee-serving agencies 
and elected officials will brief 
us on the current status of 
the Afghan refugee program, 
the challenges and successes 
so far, and what’s next for the 
thousands of Afghans being 
resettled in the United States 
and the organizations that 
serve them. 312-357-4876, 
PamDierking@juf.org.

SATURDAY, DEC. 11 
10–11:30 A.M. 
jBaby Winter Play Drop In. 
Grab a coffee and enjoy a 
morning in with other jBaby 
families. Socialize while the kids 
get their energy out! Sign up to 
let us know you are joining, then 
pay the $14/child drop-in fee 
at the door. Location: We Rock 
the Spectrum, 553 E. Dundee 
Road, Palatine. 312-357-4907, 
jBabyChicago@juf.org.

SATURDAY, DEC. 11    
8–9:30 P.M. 
Rabbi Isaac Mayefsky 
Memorial Lecture. Annual 
parenting lecture from 
Associated Talmud Torahs 
featuring Rabbi Jonathan 
Rietti, who will speak on 
the topic “Raising Resilient 
Children in a Confusing World.” 
Location: 8233 Central Park 
Ave., Skokie. 773-973-2828, 
cfriedman@att.org.

SUNDAY, DEC. 12 
9:50 A.M. 
Torah Tots with a Twist.  
Torah Tots with a Twist offers  
an early introduction to  
Judaism in a one-hour 
interactive setting. Meet  
others and explore Shabbat, 
holidays, and Jewish 
values. Open to newborns 
through 3.5-year-olds with 
a parent, other relative, 
or caregiver. Location: 
Am Yisrael Conservative 
Congregation, 4 Happ Road, 
Northfield. 312-357-4907, 
jBabyChicago@juf.org.

SUNDAY, DEC. 12  |  2–4 P.M. 
Concert Featuring Michael 
Alpert and Gica Loening 
(Virtual). Chicago YIVO 
Society presents Michael Alpert 
and Gica Loening, prominent 
Jewish musicians now living in 
a changing Scotland, who bring 
together original and traditional 
songs, tunes, and poetry in 
Yiddish, English, and Scots to 
explore the meeting points of 
their own cultural legacies and 
highlight the unique place of 
Yiddish music in Caledonia 
today. 773-919-8208, 
skordav@icloud.com.

TUESDAY, DEC. 14 
9:15–10:15 A.M. 
Zoom Open Houses.  
Discover what it means that,  
at Akiba-Schechter Jewish  
Day School, we teach  
children—not subjects!  
We are now offering  
individual in-person tours 
and twice-monthly virtual 
Zoom Open Houses. Visit 
akibaschechter.org for 
additional information  
or to schedule a personal 
tour. 773-493-8880, 
cgoldberg@asjds.org.

Check out AJC’s Advocacy 
Anywhere programming  
at ajc.org/advocacy-anywhere. 
Near-daily programming  
opportunities bring thought 
leaders on a variety of topics 
into the comfort of your  
own home.

TUESDAY, DEC. 14 
7–8 P.M. 
Healing Through the Seasons: 
An Evening of Support in 
Winter (Virtual). Grieving can 
be disorienting and isolating, 
and the death of a loved one 
to overdose can be particularly 
challenging. Gather for a JCFS 
program of Jewish wisdom, 
meditation, and music with 
support from bereavement 
and addiction specialists. Two 
Jewish leaders will also share 
their personal grief journey of 
loss. Upon completion of the 
formal program, participants are 
invited to stay online for a brief 
period of additional support if 
needed. Free of charge; register 
for Zoom link. 847-745-5459, 
DianeHalivni@JCFS.org.

THURSDAY, DEC. 16 
12:30–1:30 P.M. 
Connect & Learn: Shema 
Yisrael as a Guide for 
Professional Excellence 
(Virtual). How can we adapt 
our most familiar prayer to 
guide our work as communal 
professionals? In this session  
of a six-class series, Spertus  
will explore the text and try  
out a practice for using  
Shema in the workplace.  
Visit spertus.edu/connect-
learn-shema-for-professional-
excellence for more 
information. 312-322-1711, 
ekahn@spertus.edu.

SUNDAY, DEC. 26– 
THURSDAY, DEC. 30
USY International Convention.  
IC is USY’s unparalleled yearly 
flagship event, where hundreds 
of Jewish teens from across 
North America come together 
in Washington, D.C. to take 
part in innovative leadership 
workshops, impact the local 
community through social 
action, make new friends and 
reunite with old ones, and 
celebrate Jewish community 
together. All USYers in grades 
9–12 are invited to attend 
IC, regardless of previous 
participation or experience  
with USY. msender@uscj.org.

LISTING 
DEADLINES

Submit listings for Jewish 
Chicago and JUF’s online 
Calendar of Events at 
juf.org/calendar. The 
schedule of editorial 
deadlines is also 
available in the online 
Jewish Chicago section. 
Event notices are edited 
for content and space 
limitations each month.

Upcoming  
What’s Happening 
submission deadlines: 
Jan./Feb. issue: Dec. 17
March issue: Feb. 4 
April issue: March 11

Nefesh Mountain Concert  
at Old Town School of Folk Music
THURSDAY, DEC. 9  |  8 P.M.

Jewish bluegrass/Americana band Nefesh 
Mountain will perform at the Old Town School of 
Folk Music as part of their Hanukkah Holiday tour.

Tickets are $25 for the general public and $23 for 
members. For more information or to purchase tickets, 
visit oldtownschool.org/concerts/2021/12-09-2021-
nefesh-mountain.

Kenilworth Public Menorah
SATURDAY, DEC. 4  |  6:45 P.M. 
AT THE CORNER OF GREEN BAY ROAD AND KENILWORTH AVE.

Oversized Chabad menorahs have become a staple of Jewish cultural  
and religious life all around the globe. From Moscow to Minnesota,  
from Cairo to Chicago—and now Kenilworth—communities gather to 
proudly celebrate the holiday with the public lighting of a menorah. 
Through the grassroots efforts of village residents, and with the help 
of the Chabad of Wilmette, Kenilworth’s menorah will be in place for 
an outdoor lighting celebration on the seventh night of Chanukah.

For more information, visit ChabadWilmette.com/KenilworthMenorah.

 Chabad of Wilmette’s Chanukah lighting last year.
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Richard L. Wexler
Transformative Jewish leader and champion of Operation Exodus
RICHARD L.  WEXLER  helmed one of the finest hours in Jewish history—the 
mass exodus of Jews from the former Soviet Union.

A champion for the liberation of Soviet Jewry and a transformative leader 
in the American Jewish community, Wexler died after a battle with cancer on 
Oct. 19. He was 80.

Before the rescue of Soviet Jewry, Wexler would meet with Refuseniks in 
Moscow, where he was at times pursued by the KGB. 

Then in the 1980s and ‘90s, Wexler and fellow American Jewish leaders im-
plemented Operation Exodus—the unprecedented effort by federations to res-
cue and resettle more than a million Soviet Jews to Israel, the United States, 
and elsewhere.

“We American Jews grabbed history and changed its course,”  said Wexler, a 
Chicago native. “It was our chance to impact the Jewish future.”

As Chairman of UJA’s Operation Exodus Campaign, he closed a re-
cord-breaking five-year special campaign at $901 million. He also chaired the 
Council of Jewish Federation’s Task Force on Soviet Jewry Advocacy and the 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry. 

In addition to Soviet Jewry, wherever Jews around the world needed help, 
Wexler was there to help them, whether they were in Cuba, Austria, Ethiopia, 
or Israel. A passionate advocate for Israel, he would travel there frequent-
ly—sometimes as often as once a month—and met with prime ministers from 
Begin to Netanyahu.

For his lifetime of contributions, he received the Julius Rosenwald Memorial 
Award—the Chicago Federation’s highest honor—in 2001. 

“Richard was a man who couldn’t sit still,” recalled Dr. Steven B. Nasatir, 
JUF’s Executive Vice Chairman. “He was brilliant, inspiring—he made us all 
proud. His leadership in some of the great events in Jewish life was real.” 

Wexler was married to the love of his life, Roberta “Bobbi” Wexler, for 59 
years. The couple settled in Highland Park and had two sons, a daughter, and 
eight grandchildren. A real estate attorney, Wexler was a senior partner at the 
law firm of Lord Bissell and Brook.

Despite his busy legal career, he took on many JUF leadership positions: In 
addition to his terms as president and as board chair, he chaired JUF’s Jewish 
Community Relations Council and many of its key fundraising committees. 
All told, he served on the JUF board for more than 30 years. 

Wexler helped change the very structure of national Jewish organizations. 
Starting in 1988, he held leadership positions at three of the largest national 
organizations serving the Jewish community. First, he served as vice pres-
ident of the Council of Jewish Federations—the national network of local 
Federations. Then, in 1996, Wexler became chairman of the United Jewish 
Appeal, the lead fundraising entity for overseas Jewish philanthropy. He also 
chaired the United Israel Appeal, which linked the American Jewish commu-
nity with Israel.  

In 1999, seeking to make fundraising more efficient, Wexler led the charge 
to unite these three major Jewish philanthropic bodies under one umbrella. 
The new entity was called the United Jewish Communities— today known as 
Jewish Federations of North America. Wexler ultimately expressed frustra-
tion that the merged organization, hampered by growing numbers of federa-
tions investing less in national and international projects, never fulfilled early 
hopes to raise significantly more funds.

No matter where he stood on Jewish communal issues, Wexler always had 
the best interest of the Jewish people in mind. “He has literally dedicated [his] 
life to the service of the Jewish people,” said the late Fred Bondy, then JUF 
Board Chair, in conferring the Rosenwald Award on Wexler. “He is simply 
unparalleled in his ability to articulate the needs of the Jewish people, [but] 
perhaps most powerful of all is the eloquence of Richard’s example.” 

Richard Wexler is survived by his wife Roberta “Bobbi” (nee Siegel), his children 
Deborah (Jonathan) Sokobin, Joshua Wexler, and Jonathan (Amie) Wexler, and his 
grandchildren Benjy, Ezra, and Lily Sokobin and Hanna, Jackson, Tucker, Fern,  
and Talia Wexler. Memorials can be made to JUF; Richard and Roberta are  
members of JUF’s Silver Circle. Interment was at Shalom Memorial Park Cemetery; 
arrangements were made by Chicago Jewish Funerals.

Pictured: Richard Wexler and his wife, Roberta, attending the JUF-hosted performance  
of Defiant Requiem at the Symphony Center in 2017. (Photo credit: Robert Kusel) 

BY PAU L W I E D E R   |  Associate Editor 

with CI N DY S H E R   |  Executive Editor 
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ARENBERG, JOAN MANDEL 
 89. Devoted wife to the late Henry 
X Arenberg. Loving mother to Nancy 
(Glenn Harris) and Polly (Michael Siou). 
Caring grandmother of 1. Dear sister 
of Roger (Betsy) Mandel and the late 
Suzanne (Herb) Cohn. Rosehill Cemetery. 
Memorials to Highland Park Public 
Library - Henry X Arenberg Archive and 
Preservation Fund, or to The Chicago 
Botanic Garden. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

BACALAR, ALBERT M.  95. Beloved 
husband of the late Marilyn. Loved and 
cherished father of Dr. Carey (Lori). 
Loving Poppy of 3. Treasured great-grand-
father of 1. Special friend and companion 
of Harriet Biermann. Silver Circle Member 
of JUF. Shalom Memorial Park. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home.

BARON, ARNOLD  Beloved husband 
of Gail Baron (nee Hecktman). Loving 
father of Jimmy (Kira) Baron, Patti (Jeff) 
Simon and Angie (David) Nickaman. 
Cherished grandfather of 6. Dear brother 
of Bonnie (the late Howard) Weisman 
and Lawrence (Bonnie) Baron. Golden 
Giver Member of JUF. Memorials to JUF. 
Westlawn Cemetery. Mitzvah Memorial 
Funerals.

BERLIN, BEATRICE  85. Son of Leon 
and Dora Begoun. Wife of the late Barney. 
Father of Larry, Jordan (Sara) and Sandra 
(Mark Mattozzi). Cousin of 4. Memorials 
to the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center. 
Memorial Park Cemetery. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

BERMAN, TERRI  (nee Katznelson) 
73. Beloved wife of the late David. Loving 
mother of Steven (Risa) and Heath 
(Rachel) Schecter. Cherished grand-
mother of 4. Memorials to JUF. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home. 

BLECHMAN, BEVERLY  (nee 
Holman) 90. Beloved wife of the late 
Gilbert. Loving mother of Sandee (Steven 
Goldberg) Blechman, Michael (Nina) 
Blechman, and Amy Blechman. Adored 
Grandma/Grammy of 9. Proud GeeGee 
of 4. Cherished sister of Darrell (Belle) 
Holman and the late Saretta (late Arnold) 
Karon. Dear sister-in-law of the late Mary 
(late Archie) Ward and Minnie (late 
Mickey) Rand. Silver Circle Member of 
JUF. The Goldman Funeral Group.

BRILL, SHIRLEY  (nee Elman) 94. 
Beloved wife of the late Arthur. Loving 
mother of Marshall (Karen) and Pam 
(Michael Shalen). Cherished grandma of 
4. Devoted daughter of the late Becky and 
Joseph Elman. Memorials to NA’AMAT 
USA. Shalom Memorial Park. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home.

BROTMAN, LORRAINE  91. Beloved 
wife of the late Norman. Loving mother of 
Marcy (Edward) Rubin and Randi (Mitch) 
Shore. Proud grandmother of 5. Cherished 
great-grandmother of 4. Memorials to 
Congregation B’nai Tikvah. Westlawn 
Cemetery. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

CHODASH, DIANE  (nee Bernsen) 85. 
Beloved wife of the late Eugene M. Loving 
mother of Stephen (Nancy), Dr. Howard 
and Mark (Paula). Proud grandmother 
of 5. Dear great-grandmother of 2. Fond 
sister of Barry (Barbara) Bernsen. Aunt 
of many. Memorials to CJE SeniorLife, to 
Hadassah, or to the Chodash-Bernsen 
Health Education & Promotion Fund, 
c/o Jewish Federation of Springfield. 
Westlawn Cemetery. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

COHEN,  GILMORE “GIL”   94, 
Husband to the late Dolores “Dee” (nee 
Lasinsky). Son of the late Daniel and 
Bessie Cohen. Beloved companion of Flor 
Schenk. Proud father of Rhonda (Howard) 
Nussbaum and Marc (Mike Lackovich) 
Cohen. Cherished Papa to 3. Dear brother 
to the late Anita (the late Bill) Tokowitz 
and Howard (the late Mary Lamb) Cohen. 
Fond uncle of many. Westlawn Cemetery 
Chapel. The Goldman Funeral Group.

DAV I S ,  M A R L E N E  A N I TA 
“MICKEY”  (nee Levin) 86. Beloved wife 
of the late Allan Norman. Loving mother 
of Belinda Joy (Peter Appelbaum) Davis, 
and the late Cameron Michael Davis, 
Edan Michele Davis and Lara Beth Davis. 
Proud grandmother of 4. Cherished 
great-grandmother of 1. Dear sister of 
the late Shiela (the late Will) Harris. 
Memorials to CJE SeniorLife, to Beth Hillel 
Bnai Emunah, or to the Animal Welfare 
Institute. Westlawn Cemetery. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

DUBOSSARSKIY, NAUM  95. 
Beloved husband of the late Ginda 
(nee Trubnyakova). Cherished fa-
ther of Raisa Dubossarskaya (Leonid 
Rabinovich). Loving grandfather of 1. 
Great-grandfather of 2. Dear brother of 
Sara Babina. Memorial Park Cemetery. 
Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

EHRENSAFT, DONALD  81. Beloved 
husband of Linda (nee Holzman). Loving 
father of Michael and Carey (Sumanee) 
Ehrensaft. Cherished Zaydie of 1. Dear 
brother of Eugene (Anita) and Barry 
Ehrensaft (Ann Cruz). Fond brother-in-
law of Sherry Holzman (Egils Elguts). 
Beloved uncle of many. Silver Circle 
Member of JUF. Memorials to Hadassah-
Northwest Chapter, or to Congregation 
B’nai Shalom. Shalom Memorial Park. 
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

FALK, MICHAEL S.  54. Son of Karen 
and Jerry Falk. Husband of Suzanne 
Huber. Father of Collin. Brother of Lisa 
(Mike) Stevens and Barri (Ronnen) 
Roubenoff. Brother-in-law of Julie Rutolo. 
Uncle of five. Memorials to the Les Turner 
ALS Foundation. Chicago Jewish Funerals. 

FINE, SHEILA BONNIE  78. Best 
friend and loving sister of Wilma Marlene. 
Daughter of the late Morris and Reva. 
Memorials to Greater Chicago Food 
Depository. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

Goldman Funeral Group
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multi-generational,
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service with full-time

funeral directors
serving the Chicagoland
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L’Dor V’Dor…
From Generation to Generation

It brings me great pride that my son, Benjamin, is joining Goldman 
Funeral Group as a licensed director. For over 16 years, we have 
personally overseen every aspect of your family’s needs with care, 
respect, and dignity. Each family we are honored to serve becomes 
an extension of our own. I am delighted that Benjamin will carry 
on that sacred trust for another generation.

Irwin Goldman
Founder & Funeral Director

Benjamin Goldman
Funeral Director

Locations in Bu� alo Grove & Skokie
www.goldmanfuneralgroup.com

847.478.1600

For over 115 years, the Mandel family have been funeral directors in Chicago.

Mitzvah
Memorial
Funerals®

3100 Dundee Road, #801, Northbrook
630-MITZVAH (648-9824)  
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Oldest and �e Best for �ousands Less!
Find out why we were chosen to direct over 2700 funerals since opening in 2010.
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Cheri, Lloyd and Seymour Mandel (pictured) and William "Bill" Goodman

F O R  A  B L E S S I N G

Leonard “Len” 
Lieberman
Our man in Springfield
FOR NEARLY THREE DECADES,   Leonard “Len” Lieberman was the stron-
gest voice for the Jewish people in our dialogue with the Illinois state govern-
ment. Lieberman, who in 1981 established the Federation’s Government Affairs 
office in Springfield, died on Nov. 9, at 74.

He served as lobbyist in the Illinois state capital for the Jewish Federation 
of Chicago and the Jewish Federations across the state for 28 years, hold-
ing the titles of Director, Government Affairs and Associate Vice President, 
Government Affairs.

Before opening the Government Affairs office, “we were advised that we 
needed to always be credible, fair, and totally non-partisan in our dealings with 
elected State officials. When we hired Len to be our director, all these goals 
were instantly met,” said JUF’s Executive Vice Chairman Dr. Steven B. Nasatir, 
then Federation’s president. “Len Lieberman’s stature was large, and his im-
pact over so many years, on legislation benefiting all citizens of Illinois, was 
very significant. [He was] a one-of-a-kind mensch.”

When Lieberman retired in 2010, Aaron B. Cohen, then-JUF News Executive 
Editor, lauded his tremendous contributions. “He has been the organized 
Jewish community’s voice in Springfield,” Cohen wrote at the time. “The cit-
izens of Illinois, especially the most vulnerable among them, have been the 
beneficiaries of the work of Len [and] his colleagues. Almost every bill that has 
expressed the commitment of the State of Illinois to the security of the Jewish 
community, and of Israel, has a piece of Len in it.”

Lieberman led the efforts to establish the first state-funded program for the 
homeless and ensure that state pension funds were divested from Iran, and was 

active in policy regarding health 
and human services, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and parochial schools.

For the Jewish community, 
his work ranged from making 
Holocaust reparations tax-exempt 
and preventing life-insurance com-
panies from discriminating against 
travel to Israel to passing bills on 
kosher food labeling. Lieberman 
helped maintain funding for Mt. 
Sinai Hospital, and secure and 
maintain $42 million in grants and 
contracts to other Chicago-area 
Jewish Federation agencies.

Born in Chicago, Lieberman at-
tended Mather High School, and 

graduated from Northern Illinois University in 1969, earning his master’s 
degree in public administration from what is now the University of Illinois–
Springfield in 1973.

Prior to joining Chicago’s Federation, he worked for 10 years for the State of 
Illinois, in the areas of transportation, law enforcement, and corrections. 

Lieberman was an active lay leader both within and outside the Jewish  
community. He served as president of the Springfield Jewish Federation and  
of Congregation Temple Israel. He also was a lead volunteer at B’nai B’rith 
Lodge #67.

Additionally, he was a founding volunteer with the local Parents Anonymous 
chapter. He later served on the boards of Oak Ridge Cemetery—Lincoln’s burial 
site—and the State Journal Register’s Advisory Committee. In retirement, he 
became active in the LLCC Academy of Lifelong Learning, serving as presi-
dent from 2017–2018.

Lieberman served on the NIU Alumni Association board from 1996 to 2002, 
receiving an award from his NIU college in 2010. Today, others are honored 
in his name, as the Jewish Federations of North America established the Len 
Lieberman Professional of the Year Award.

According to his family, what Lieberman treasured most in his later years 
were his relationships with those he mentored, his many bridge and poker 
groups, and reunions with fellow NIU alums.

On Lieberman’s LinkedIn page, he expressed his reason for stepping down: 
“I took an early retirement … then traveled with [my wife] Gail for 14 months 
before her death due to cancer. I am now traveling the country and the world, 
sometimes with daughter Miriam. But I am always available for mentoring my 
old colleagues in Springfield and across the country.” 

Lieberman was predeceased by Gail, his wife of 41 years, and his parents, Manny 
and Rae Lieberman. He is survived by his daughter Miriam (Matthew) Lacey, and 
by his brothers Marcus (Ann) Lieberman and Arnold (BJ) Lieberman. Services were 
arranged by Bisch and Son Funeral Home in Springfield, followed by burial at Oak 
Ridge Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to local Jewish 
Federations or to Congregation Temple Israel.

BY PAU L W I E D E R   |  Associate Editor

His impact over 
so many years, on 
legislation benefiting 
all citizens of Illinois, 
was very significant.
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ARENBERG, JOAN MANDEL
89. Devoted wife to the late Henry 
X Arenberg. Loving mother to Nancy 
(Glenn Harris) and Polly (Michael Siou). 
Caring grandmother of 1. Dear sister 
of Roger (Betsy) Mandel and the late 
Suzanne (Herb) Cohn. Rosehill Cemetery. 
Memorials to Highland Park Public 
Library - Henry X Arenberg Archive and 
Preservation Fund, or to The Chicago 
Botanic Garden. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

BACALAR, ALBERT M.  95. Beloved 
husband of the late Marilyn. Loved and 
cherished father of Dr. Carey (Lori). 
Loving Poppy of 3. Treasured great-grand-
father of 1. Special friend and companion 
of Harriet Biermann. Silver Circle Member 
of JUF. Shalom Memorial Park. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home.

BARON, ARNOLD  Beloved husband 
of Gail Baron (nee Hecktman). Loving 
father of Jimmy (Kira) Baron, Patti (Jeff) 
Simon and Angie (David) Nickaman. 
Cherished grandfather of 6. Dear brother 
of Bonnie (the late Howard) Weisman 
and Lawrence (Bonnie) Baron. Golden 
Giver Member of JUF. Memorials to JUF. 
Westlawn Cemetery. Mitzvah Memorial 
Funerals.

BERLIN, BEATRICE  85. Son of Leon 
and Dora Begoun. Wife of the late Barney. 
Father of Larry, Jordan (Sara) and Sandra 
(Mark Mattozzi). Cousin of 4. Memorials 
to the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center. 
Memorial Park Cemetery. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

BERMAN, TERRI  (nee Katznelson) 
73. Beloved wife of the late David. Loving 
mother of Steven (Risa) and Heath 
(Rachel) Schecter. Cherished grand-
mother of 4. Memorials to JUF. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home. 

BLECHMAN, BEVERLY  (nee 
Holman) 90. Beloved wife of the late 
Gilbert. Loving mother of Sandee (Steven 
Goldberg) Blechman, Michael (Nina) 
Blechman, and Amy Blechman. Adored 
Grandma/Grammy of 9. Proud GeeGee 
of 4. Cherished sister of Darrell (Belle) 
Holman and the late Saretta (late Arnold) 
Karon. Dear sister-in-law of the late Mary 
(late Archie) Ward and Minnie (late 
Mickey) Rand. Silver Circle Member of 
JUF. The Goldman Funeral Group.

BRILL, SHIRLEY  (nee Elman) 94. 
Beloved wife of the late Arthur. Loving 
mother of Marshall (Karen) and Pam 
(Michael Shalen). Cherished grandma of 
4. Devoted daughter of the late Becky and 
Joseph Elman. Memorials to NA’AMAT 
USA. Shalom Memorial Park. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home.

BROTMAN, LORRAINE  91. Beloved 
wife of the late Norman. Loving mother of 
Marcy (Edward) Rubin and Randi (Mitch) 
Shore. Proud grandmother of 5. Cherished 
great-grandmother of 4. Memorials to 
Congregation B’nai Tikvah. Westlawn 
Cemetery. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

CHODASH, DIANE  (nee Bernsen) 85. 
Beloved wife of the late Eugene M. Loving 
mother of Stephen (Nancy), Dr. Howard 
and Mark (Paula). Proud grandmother 
of 5. Dear great-grandmother of 2. Fond 
sister of Barry (Barbara) Bernsen. Aunt 
of many. Memorials to CJE SeniorLife, to 
Hadassah, or to the Chodash-Bernsen 
Health Education & Promotion Fund, 
c/o Jewish Federation of Springfield. 
Westlawn Cemetery. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

COHEN,  GILMORE “GIL”   94, 
Husband to the late Dolores “Dee” (nee 
Lasinsky). Son of the late Daniel and 
Bessie Cohen. Beloved companion of Flor 
Schenk. Proud father of Rhonda (Howard) 
Nussbaum and Marc (Mike Lackovich) 
Cohen. Cherished Papa to 3. Dear brother 
to the late Anita (the late Bill) Tokowitz 
and Howard (the late Mary Lamb) Cohen. 
Fond uncle of many. Westlawn Cemetery 
Chapel. The Goldman Funeral Group.

DAV I S ,  M A R L E N E  A N I TA 
“MICKEY”  (nee Levin) 86. Beloved wife 
of the late Allan Norman. Loving mother 
of Belinda Joy (Peter Appelbaum) Davis, 
and the late Cameron Michael Davis, 
Edan Michele Davis and Lara Beth Davis. 
Proud grandmother of 4. Cherished 
great-grandmother of 1. Dear sister of 
the late Shiela (the late Will) Harris. 
Memorials to CJE SeniorLife, to Beth Hillel 
Bnai Emunah, or to the Animal Welfare 
Institute. Westlawn Cemetery. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

DUBOSSARSKIY, NAUM  95. 
Beloved husband of the late Ginda 
(nee Trubnyakova). Cherished fa-
ther of Raisa Dubossarskaya (Leonid 
Rabinovich). Loving grandfather of 1. 
Great-grandfather of 2. Dear brother of 
Sara Babina. Memorial Park Cemetery. 
Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

EHRENSAFT, DONALD  81. Beloved 
husband of Linda (nee Holzman). Loving 
father of Michael and Carey (Sumanee) 
Ehrensaft. Cherished Zaydie of 1. Dear 
brother of Eugene (Anita) and Barry 
Ehrensaft (Ann Cruz). Fond brother-in-
law of Sherry Holzman (Egils Elguts). 
Beloved uncle of many. Silver Circle 
Member of JUF. Memorials to Hadassah-
Northwest Chapter, or to Congregation 
B’nai Shalom. Shalom Memorial Park. 
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

FALK, MICHAEL S.  54. Son of Karen 
and Jerry Falk. Husband of Suzanne 
Huber. Father of Collin. Brother of Lisa 
(Mike) Stevens and Barri (Ronnen) 
Roubenoff. Brother-in-law of Julie Rutolo. 
Uncle of five. Memorials to the Les Turner 
ALS Foundation. Chicago Jewish Funerals. 

FINE, SHEILA BONNIE  78. Best 
friend and loving sister of Wilma Marlene. 
Daughter of the late Morris and Reva. 
Memorials to Greater Chicago Food 
Depository. Chicago Jewish Funerals.
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an extension of our own. I am delighted that Benjamin will carry 
on that sacred trust for another generation.

Irwin Goldman
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F O R  A  B L E S S I N G

FINGERT, ANNETTE  (nee Gaffin) 
88. Beloved wife of the late Eugene. 
Loving mother of Nadine (Paul) Gilbert, 
and Jay (Stephanie) and Jeff Fingert. 
Devoted grandmother of 3. Dear sister 
of the late Beatrice Farber. Westlawn 
Cemetery and Mausoleum. Lakeshore 
Jewish Funerals.

FISHER, NATALIE  (nee Wilson) 80. 
Beloved wife of Morris A., MD. Loving 
mother of Jeremy (Debbie) and the late 
Bruce. Proud grandmother of 2. Golden 
Giver Member of JUF. Memorials to 
Lincolnwood Garden Club of Evanston, 
or to Smith College. Memorial Park 
Cemetery. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

FISHMAN, ALAN E.  81. Beloved 
husband of Lynn (nee Kleinberg). Loving 
father of Brad (Sherri) and Ira (Rebecca) 
Fishman and Jamie Bush. Proud grand-
father of 8. Dear brother of David 
(Rochelle). Adored brother-in-law of 
the late Merle (Ronald) Swislow. Uncle 
and cousin of many. Son of Florence and 
Sam. Memorials to FRAXA Research 
Foundation, or to Keshet. Shalom. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

FLOMENHOFT, MICHELLE L.  47.  
Devoted daughter of the late Howard 
and Carol. Loving sister of Michael 
(Julie) and Steven (Deborah). 
Cherished aunt of 4. Dear niece of 
Joan (late Stanley) Golder and the late 
Mark Flomenhoft. Special cousin of 5. 
Memorials to America’s VetDogs. The 
Goldman Funeral Group.

FOX, JEFFREY H.  76. Beloved hus-
band of Nancy. Most amazing Dad of 
Lisa (Adam) Moschin and Ryan (Kristin) 
and Corey (Elizabeth) Fox. Beloved step-
father of Nicole Singer. Adored Papa of 9. 
Memorials to The Myositis Association. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

FOX, SYNDA ANN  67. Devoted 
daughter of the late Irving and Mildred. 
Loving sister of Roberta (Arthur) 
Greenfield. Memorials to Greater 
Chicago Food Depository. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

FRANK, JUDITH  Loving mother of 
Howard (Cathy) and Steven (Robert 
Zizzo) Gilberg, and the late Lori (Alan) 
Brown. Cherished grandmother of 
2. Memorials to the American Lung 
Association. Westlawn Cemetery. 
Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

F R A N K ,  R O C H E L  L E A H 
“ R O C H E L L E ”   (nee Sachs) 91. 
Rebbetzin of KJBS for over 35 years. 
Beloved wife of the late Rabbi Dr. Jack 
D. Devoted mother of Judy (David) 
Kershner, Batshie (Avi) Goldfeder, Aviva 
and Lonnie Frank, and the late Nechama 
Beth Frank. Proud grandmother and 
great-grandmother to many. Dear sister 
of Shainee Polin. Golden Giver Member 
of JUF. Memorials to Chicago Mitzvah 
Campaign, or to Mizrachi Religious 
Zionists. Interment in Israel. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

Gale Rothner—businesswoman, 
philanthropist, and artist
GALE ROTHNER AND HER HUSBAND,  Eric “Rickey,” 
were inseparable in life, business, and philanthro-
py. Together, they funded major Jewish causes—JUF, 
JCC Chicago, JCFS Chicago, Chicago-area Jewish Day 
Schools, and many other institutions.

Rothner died on Oct. 26. She was 76.
She was born Gale Richman in Chicago in 1945. She 

played piano as a child, giving recitals and winning priz-
es. She went on to study at the School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago and become a sign painter. She also worked 
for a time at CBS Studios in Chicago. 

Her other artistic endeavors included “exquisite nee-
dlepoint” work, said her daughter, Katy Silvers. “My 
mother was extremely talented. Her hands were magic; 
everything she did turned to gold.”

It was while painting a restaurant sign in 1981 that she 
met Rickey. He hired her to paint a sign for an arcade he 
owned. Eventually, Rothner worked in, and then man-
aged the arcade. The couple were married in 1986. They 
later owned and ran Hunter Management, Inc., which 
manages nursing homes.

For the next 35 years, the couple were inseparable.  
At Rothner’s funeral, Rabbi Leonard A. Matanky said 
she was a “committed, compassionate, and dedicated 
woman who changed [her] community and the lives of 
many. She and Rickey built legacies in business, philan-
thropy, and communal leadership—and they did it side 
by side.”

One philanthropic gift stands out. The Millard House 
in Highland Park, built in 1906 by Frank Lloyd Wright, 
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. But 
then it sat unsold for years.

“They were at the point of tearing it down, and that’s 
when I got involved,” Rothner said. 

She and Rickey bought the house in 2016 and spent 
years restoring and updating it. Then the Rothners gift-
ed the home to JUF, with proceeds designated for CJE 
SeniorLife, in gratitude for the care given to her mother.

Rothner’s funeral was held at Congregation K.I.N.S., 
where she was a member. Matanky, the synagogue’s 
rabbi, praised her for spearheading a renovation proj-
ect for its building, saying, “She took on projects others 
feared to tackle, then completed them with her personal 
flair and style.”

When Rothner, a single mother before marrying 
Rickey, and her three then-small children joined the 
congregation, they started observing kashrut, keeping 
Shabbat, and learning Hebrew. 

“My mother was very unassuming and quiet. She 
never needed the spotlight or accolades for all she did,” 
Silvers said. “But she was also a strong, independent 
woman—a fighter. She was not in the background; she 
just quietly took care of things.” 

Gale F. Rothner (nee Richman), was the beloved wife  
of Eric “Rickey” Rothner, the loving mother of Kimmi 
Rudolph, Adam (Lisa) Vales and Katy (Josh) Silvers, the 
proud Bubby of 13, and the dear sister of the late Melvyn 
(Betty) Richman. Memorials may be made to CJE SeniorLife. 
The Rothners are Silver Circle and King David Society  
donors to the JUF Annual Campaign. Arrangements  
were made by Chicago Jewish Funerals, with interment  
at Memorial Park Cemetery.

Pictured: Gale Rothner, in the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed home she 
saved from demolition and restored. (Photo credit: Linda S. Haase)

BY PAU L W I E D E R   |  Associate Editor

A JUF Tribute Card is a heartfelt way to honor the 
memory of a special friend, loved one or treasured 
colleague—and to let their families know you care.

Easy ordering online 
at juf.org/tribute
or call 312-357-4866

Minimum donation: $10

A mem� y 
THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

A mem� y A mem� y 

One person’s candle is a light for many.
- The Talmud

May your loved one’s memory be for a blessing. Whether you choose an in-ground burial, mausoleum,  
or our beautiful new bridge and garden niches, Westlawn Cemetery and Lakeshore Jewish Funerals have a 
number of options to honor those you love. To learn more, call 773.625.8600 or visit westlawncemetery.org

           Call 773.625.8600 
LakeshoreJewishFunerals.com & WestlawnCemetery.org

   Pre-need funeral planning  •  Funeral provider  •  Cemetery spaces 
 Monuments & Floral plans  •  Mausoleum  •  Burial container options 
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Honoring traditions, strengthening faith.

WEINSTEIN & PISER
FUNERAL HOME 

111 Skokie Blvd.  |  Wilmette

847-256-5700

Every life is unique and deserves to be remembered in a special 
way. The professionals at Weinstein & Piser Funeral Home are 
dedicated to helping you and your loved ones honor the heritage 
of the Jewish faith with a meaningful memorial that truly 
captures the essence of the life it represents.

Proudly owned and operated by Alderwoods (Chicago North), Inc.
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The Chai Lifeline family mourns the passing of

MRS. GALE ROTHNER A”H
Beloved wife to Rickey and mother to

Kimberly Rudolph, Adam Vales, and Katy Silvers.

Through their commitment and generosity, Gale,

along with Rickey, have enabled Chai Lifeline

to bring joy, hope, and compassion to countless lives

impacted by seriously pediatric illness.  

Heartfelt condolences are extended to the entire family.  

May they be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

RABBI SIMCHA SCHOLAR
Chief Executive Offi  cer

SOLOMON MAYER & MORDY ROTHBERG
Presidium

RABBI SHLOMO CRANDALL 
Director of Chai Lifeline Midwest

F O R  A  B L E S S I N G

FRIEDMAN, ARTHUR E.   90. 
Beloved husband of the late Phyllis 

“Cookie” (nee Finkel). Cherished father of 
Bruce (Wendy) Friedman, Sheri (David) 
Wishnia, and the late Judy (Howard) 
Burnett. Loving grandfather of 6. Great-
grandfather of 9. Dear brother of the late 
Marlene (Robert “Bob”) Drucker. Shalom 
Memorial Park. Memorials to Lurie 
Children’s Hospital. Mitzvah Memorial 
Funerals.

GERSTEIN, GERTRUDE BERZON 
“GITA”  93. Wife of Marvin. Mother 
of Lee (John Gregg) and Jan (Bobby 
Barnett). Grandmother of 1. Memorials 
to the American Cancer Society. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

G I B S O N ,  CA N DAC E  LY N N 
“CANDY”  55. Sister of Julie, Beryl, 
Michele and Jeff. Sister-in-law of Chris, 
Jon and Shelly. Aunt of 3. Daughter of Alan 
and Doris. Memorials to Misericordia 
Heart of Mercy. Mitzvah Memorial 
Funerals.

GOLD, EVELYN B.  94. Daughter of 
the late Hyman and Dora Kaplan. Beloved 
wife of Abe Gold. Amazing sister of 
the late Sidney and Gerson Kaplan and 
Miriam Clarke. Silver Circle Member of 
JUF. Memorials to Montgomery Place 
Retirement Home. Waldheim. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

GOLDBERG, CAROL  (nee Singer) 
80. Beloved wife of the late Jack. Loving 
mother of Paul Goldberg and Kimberly 
(Brent) Carper. Proud “GramC” of 2. 
Adored sister of Donna Batler. Dear com-
panion of Mark Goldstein. Aunt and cous-
in of many. Memorials to Make-A-Wish of 
Alaska & Washington. Shalom. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

GOLDBERG, DAVID M.  81. Beloved 
husband of Darlene (nee Jacobson), 
and of the late Nancy (nee Leavitt). 
Cherished father of Gayle (Eddie) Sax, 
Amy Goldberg, Sheryl (Barry) Cohen, 
David Roth (Jennifer Carlin-Roth), and 
Heidi (Stuart) Gold. Loving grandfather 
of 8. Fond uncle and great-uncle of many. 
Shalom Memorial Park. Memorials to 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
or Congregation Or Shalom. Mitzvah 
Memorial Funerals.

GOLDENBERG, MAXINE “MAX” 
LEVIN  82. Cherished daughter of the late 
Charles and Frieda Levin. Beloved wife of 
Earl. Loving mother of Romi (Jay) Freeman, 
and Darci and Jimmy Goldenberg. Proud 
grandmother “Mameem” of 3. Dear sis-
ter of Billy (Audrey) Levin and Marsha 
(Mickey) Schwartz. Adoring aunt of 12. 
Memorials to K.W.O.E. Hope Foundation. 
Shalom Memorial Park. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

GOLDSTEIN, ROSALIND “ROZ” 
 (nee Murrow) 92. Loving wife of the 
late Lawrence. Beloved mother of Robyn 
(Marvin) Kogan and Mark (NancyJane) 
Goldston. Cherished Grammy of 4. 
Adored GG of 2. Devoted daughter of the 
late Samuel Murrow and Mary Browman 
Murrow. Treasured cousin of many. 
Memorials to the Chicago Coalition for 
the Homeless. The Goldman Funeral 
Group.

GRAFMAN, JASON  47. Devoted fa-
ther of Jacob Mason and Joslyn Brooke. 
Beloved son of Brenda and Jerry. Loving 
brother of the late Cheryl. Extended broth-
er of Andy (Courtney) Garbis. Dear uncle 
of 2. Loving life partner of Jessica Mudd. 
Memorials to Resources for Community 
Living. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

GREENBERG, BLANCHE ROSE 
 (nee Shidler) 88. Devoted daughter of 
the late Frank and Doris. Beloved wife 
of Gerald Morton. Loving mother of 
Russell (Robyn), Scott (Alison Zirn), 
Gregory (Judy). Cherished grandmother 
of 8. Great-grandmother of 1. Dear sis-
ter of Joan Slosberg and the late Zalle 
Shidler. Fond sister-in-law of Arnold 
(Susan) Greenberg and the late Arlene 
(Alvin) Fishman. Memorials to Hebrew 
Educational Alliance of Denver. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

HAZAN, ALBERT  100. Combat 
Infantryman, WWII; Purple Heart. 
Beloved son of the late Haim and Rebecca 
(nee Elias). Loving brother of Esther 
Hazan, and the late Sarah (the late 
Seymour) Scher, Regina Resis, and Simon 
and Irving (Sally) Hazan. Cherished 
uncle of 5. Great-uncle of many. Silver 
Circle Member of JUF. Memorials to the 
Sephardic Congregation, or to Honor 
Flight Chicago. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

HAUSMAN, DR. JEROME J.  96. 
Veteran, WWII. Husband of the late Flora 
(nee Siman). Father of Sandy, Madelynn, 
and Leah Hausman. Grandfather of 6. 
Great-grandfather of 1. Father-in-law 
of Brian Hamer, Alan Scholefield and 
Dean Schott. Memorial Park Cemetery. 
Memorials to Urban Gateways and the 
Evanston Art Center. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

HIRSCH, JEAN M.  (nee Michael) 
94. Beloved wife and best friend of 
the late Sidney. Loving mother of 
Danielle (Constandino) Panatsis, Susan 
(Scott) Greenberg, and the late Elise 
(Eric) Couderc. Devoted grandma of 2. 
Memorials to Hadassah North Shore. 
Shalom Memorial Park. Shalom Memorial 
Funeral Home.

HYMAN, EVELYN  (nee Stotland) 99. 
Beloved wife of the late Henry Leonard. 
Cherished mother of Larry (Paula) and 
Gene Robert. Adored grandmother of 2. 
Proud great-grandmother of 4. Devoted 
daughter of Samuel and Tillie Stotland. 
Precious sister of Diane (Nik) Repkin and 
the late Sidney (Ruth) Stotland. Dear aunt 
of many. Waldheim Cemetery. Memorials 
to Temple Beth Israel. Info Mitzvah 
Memorial Funerals.

SHIVA LADIES
A personalized service to assist you with 

complete professionalism, care and compassion. 
We will handle all aspects of your loved one’s Shiva. 

Call us to inquire about our unique and personalized services.
We serve the North Shore and surrounding suburbs.

We Help 
with Safer 

Shivas

We ensure safer shivas under the new 
guidelines for your family and loved ones.

RANDI BERGER
773-742-2702
ShivaLadies.net

A R R A N G E M E N T S  I N  O U R  C H A P E L S  O R  I N  Y O U R  H O M E
  S E R V I N G  C H I C A G O  A N D  T H E  S U B U R B S  _  B U F F A L O  G R O V E  •  S K O K I E

I N D E P E N D E N T .  J E W I S H  O W N E D .  S I N C E  1 9 9 7 .

chicagojewishfunerals.com

how to make a lasting love

The late Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, of blessed memory,
wrote something to think about.

Especially in these times. 
He wrote, “If you seek to make love undying, build around it a structure of rituals.”

He spoke of the small things, “like acts of kindness,
little gestures of self-sacrifice for the sake of the beloved–
and you will be rewarded with a quiet joy, an inner light,

that will last a lifetime.” 

And isn’t that the way it should be.

847.229.8822

david i jacobson
founder

Max 
Westerman
Physician, researcher, 
educator, medical 
innovator
W H E N  D R .  M A X W E L L 
P H I L L I P  W E S T E R M A N , 
M.D.   died on Aug. 30—days 
before his 101st birthday—he 
had been a well-loved fixture 
of the medical community in 
Chicago for over 65 years.

Born in Pittsburgh in 1920, 
Westerman attended University 
of Louisville School of Medicine, in-
terned at the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center, and completed his residency 
at Philadelphia General Hospital. He then served as a combat 
medical officer in the Air Force during World War II and the 
Korean War.

In 1959, he made a revolutionary contribution to the world of 
medicine by inventing the Westerman–Jensen bone marrow bi-
opsy needle. This was the first needle that offered a non-surgical, 
less invasive method for obtaining bone marrow to study and di-
agnose patients.

Westerman began his illustrious career at Mount Sinai in 
1968, where he was hired as a Senior Attending Physician and 
later became the Chief of Hematology and Oncology. He also 
taught medicine at the University of Pittsburgh Medical School, 
Chicago Medical School, and Rush Medical College. He later 
lived in London for three years, where he worked with an inter-
national cohort to research sickle cell anemia—a medical passion 
he explored in over 100 published medical articles.

Westerman delved deeper into writing in 2019, when he pub-
lished Medical Excellence for a Changing Community: How Chicago’s 
Sinai Health System Developed and Adapted, which examined the 
creation of a hospital as a Jewish care center and its development 
to serve the Black and Latinx communities in Chicago. The hos-
pital’s accomplishments are told through over 100 interviews 
Westerman conducted. 

Westerman was the beloved husband of the late Marcia and 
brother of Billie Kubrin and the late Robert Westerman. He is sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews. 
Contributions may be made to Sinai Urban Health Institute, 1500 S. 
Fairfield Avenue, #1782, Chicago, IL 60608. Sinai Chicago is a partner 
with Jewish United Fund in serving our community.

BY M I C H E L L E CO H E N   |  Staff Writer
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F O R  A  B L E S S I N G

ITZKOWITZ, ALAN  71. Beloved 
husband of Wendy (nee Teichman). 
Loving father of Laura and Bryan (Paula 
Tinjacá Balaguera). Adored grandfa-
ther of 1. Devoted son of the late Ralph 
and Lillian. Cherished brother of Barry 
(Denise). Dear brother-in-law of Debby 
(Michael) Horn and Dan (Stephenie) 
Teichman. Aunt, great-aunt, and cousin 
of many. Willow Lawn Memorial Park. 
Memorials to Rolfe Pancreatic Cancer 
Foundation, to Ravinia’s Reach Teach 
Play, or to the CSI Chicago Foundation. 
The Goldman Funeral Group.

JAFFE, DEBBIE J.  50. Loving sister 
of Marc (Na). Dear aunt of Evan and 
Jackson. Beloved daughter of Naomi 
and the late Don. Much-loved niece of 
Sharon (Carl) Rosenstein. Dear cousin 
of 1 and second cousin of 4. Memorials 
to Hadassah North Shore, or to Am 
Yisrael. Shalom Memorial Park. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home.

JASON, MAXINE  (nee Bronson) 81. 
Beloved wife of Dr. Richard H. Cherished 
mother of Beth (Steven) Titiner and 
Amy Feldman. Devoted daughter of 
the late Velma Bronson Cohen and the 
late Milton “Buddy” Bronson. Loving 
grandmother of 6. Dear sister of Steve 
(Mia Young) Bronson. Memorials to 
the American Cancer Society, or the 
American Heart Association. Memorial 
Park Cemetery. Mitzvah Memorial 
Funerals.

JONES, BRENDA J.  70. Beloved 
mother of Jamemale, Joyya and Jirah. 
Dear sister of Yolanda Smith, and 
Betsy and Delores Jones. Loving aunt of 
Cinnamon, Rhonda, Shonda and Marvis. 
Evergreen Cemetery. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

KAHN, SUSAN F.  (nee Freiler) 91. 
Beloved wife of the late William. Loving 
mother of Ginger Kahn O’Neill (Rob 
Ambroziak), Carolyn (Bob) Shrago, and 
the late Liz (the late Steve) Nardini. 
Mother-in-law of the late Tim O’Neill. 
Cherished Gran of 7. Adored Great-Gran 
of 6. Daughter of the late Jeanette and 
Abraham Freiler. Dear sister of the late 
Jean (Milton) Fisher and Mary (Bruce) 
Goodman. Treasured aunt and cousin 
of many. Memorials to the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home.

KAPLAN, LAWRENCE “LARRY” 
 Beloved husband and best friend 
of the late Ruth. Loving father of 
Arnold (Maria) and Steve (Elizabeth). 
Cherished grandpa of 9. Great-grandpa 
of 2. Dear brother of Leah (the late 
Robert) Goldstein and the late Lyla 
Kaplan. Beloved brother-in-law of Herb 
and Sheryl Rosenberg. Devoted un-
cle to many. Silver Circle Member of 
JUF. Memorials to the Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson’s Research, or 
to the American Cancer Society. Shalom 
Memorial Park. Shalom Memorial 
Funeral Home.

KAPLAN, SAM H. “SAMMIE” 
 94. Veteran, WWII. Beloved son of 
the late Louis and Mollie. Loving com-
panion and best friend of Blanche 
Hoffman. Devoted brother of Sol (Ellen) 
Kaplan, and the late Yetta (the late 
Abe) Cooperman, Gussie (the late Eli) 
Davidson, and Morris (the late Modena) 
Kaplan. Uncle of 11. Silver Circle Member 
of JUF. Menorah Gardens Cemetery. 
Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

KENTOR, WILLIAM E.  101. Army 
Veteran, WWII. Beloved husband 
of the late Diana. Loving father of 
Dr. Paul (Laurie), Robert (Odile) and 
Jeffrey (Brenda). Cherished grandpa 
of 5. Cherished great-grandpa of 6. 
Devoted son of the late Rose and Boris. 
Dear brother of the late David, Sarah, 
Gertrude and Dorothy. Treasured un-
cle and cousin of many. Golden Giver 
Member of JUF. Memorials to JUF, or 
to American Friends of Magen David 
Adom. Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

KESTNBAUM, KATE TRYNIN  87. 
Beloved wife of the late Robert. Loving 
mother of Dr. Ellyn (John) Daniels and 
Meyer Kestnbaum (Cynthia Cook). 
Proud grandmother of 4. Dear sister of 
the late Nathan Trynin (the late Judith 
Sutton). Devoted aunt of 3. Golden 
Giver Member of JUF. Memorials to 
The Kedzie Center. Rosehill Cemetery. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

KLEIN, EDITH  (nee Pais) 99. Beloved 
wife of the late Alfred. Dear mother of 
Robert Klein, Sandra (Bo) Jessop and 
the late Susan Klein (Jim) Milek. Proud 
grandmother of 5. Dear sister of Zita 
(the late Sherman) Margolis, Josh 
(Janice) Pais, and the late Greg (Erma) 
Pais. Memorials to American Cancer 
Society, or to B’nai B’rith International. 
Westlawn Cemetery. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

KUTOK, RICHARD G.  79. Beloved 
husband of the late J.L. Garfield-
Kutok. Loving father of Lisa Hogan and 
Stephen (Edyta Borowka-Kutok) Kutok. 
Cherished grandfather of 2. Dear broth-
er of Warren (Judy) Kutok. Memorials 
to the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

LESHTZ, ARLENE  (nee Seiden) 90. 
Beloved wife of the late Archie. Very 
loving mother of Barry (Tsippi), Robert 
(Karen), Michael and Julie. Adoring 
Grandma of 7. Proud Grandma Baba of 4. 
Dear sister of the late Donald. Devoted 
companion of Michael. Silver Circle 
Member of JUF. Shalom Memorial Park. 
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

LEVEE, DR. ELLEN LASSER  69. 
Beloved wife of Eugene. Loving mother 
of Matthew (Sheli) LeVee, Amy (Matt) 
Williams and Sara (Michael) Safyan. 
Cherished grandmother of 5. Devoted 
daughter of Howard and Barbara. 
Dear sister of Cathy and Alan (Lovi). 
Waldheim Jewish Cemetery. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

Mort Sahl, Jewish comedian 
who fused stand-up with 
political satire, dies at 94

MORT SAHL,   a Jewish satirist who was credited with making caustic political and 
social satire popular in stand-up comedy, died Oct. 26 at 94.

Often walking on stage holding just a rolled-up newspaper, Sahl liked to riff on the 
headlines of the day in extended improvised monologues. At a time when comedians 
tended to steer clear of politics, Sahl took aim at politicians and was known to end his 
sets with the line: “Are there any groups I haven’t offended?”

Steve Allen, the first host of The Tonight Show, once introduced Sahl as “probably 
the only real political philosopher we have in modern comedy.”

Though Sahl was not observant and did not discuss his Jewishness in routines 
or often in public, he inspired a wave of fellow Jewish comedians, including Lenny 
Bruce and Woody Allen.

Sahl was born in Montreal in 1927 to Jewish parents from New York’s Lower East 
Side and eventually moved to Los Angeles. As a teenager, Sahl dropped out of high 
school there and tried to enroll in the ROTC program by lying about his age, but his 
mother found him out after two weeks and brought him home. Sahl was married 
three times and a had a son, Mort Jr., with his second wife. Mort Jr., died of a drug 
overdose at age 19 in 1996.

The elder Sahl got his break performing in San Francisco years after graduating 
from college, performing sets at a club known for attracting an intellectual crowd. 
His jokes about national politics eventually earned him a following and he started 
appearing on late night shows and performing in clubs across the country.

After appearing in several movies in the 1950s and early ’60s, his career took a dive 
after the assassination of  John F. Kennedy in 1963, which Sahl came to believe had 
been orchestrated by the CIA. But he continued to act and perform stand-up into 
his 90s.

In a 2003 interview with then-JUF News, he discussed his unique brand of comedy.  
“When I started, they told me I was doomed because I was different,” he said. “That 
later turned out to save me.”  

Pictured: Mort Sahl in 1960. (Photo credit: Getty Images)

BY S H I R A H A N AU   |  JTA

Mitzvah
Memorial
Funerals®

3100 Dundee Road, #801, Northbrook
630-MITZVAH (648-9824)  www.mitzvahfunerals.com

Since 1906, four generations of the Mandel (Gratch) family 
have been directing funerals in Chicago.

Oldest and �e Best 
For �ousands Less!

Since opening in 2010, we have directed over 2700 funerals.

We pre-arrange & accept pre-paid funerals made with other firms. In most cases we refund the family thousands of dollars!

*We show our caskets and vaults with prices on our website. No other Chicago Jewish funeral homes do this!

3rd generation-Seymour Mandel (Right)
4th generation- Cheri and Lloyd Mandel

1st generation - Samuel Gratch

2nd  generation 
Mollie (Gratch) & Arthur Mandel
3rd generation - Seymour Mandel

Today, Mitzvah Memorial Funerals continues the tradition of providing the utmost compassionate, personal service 
with funeral directors Cheri, Lloyd and Seymour Mandel, and Bill Goodman. We are dedicated to comforting 
families as if they were our own, making the funeral arrangement as easy and transparent as possible,* and providing 
unique service items such as full color funeral programs and hand warmers in the winter. And we now o�er a choice 
of hearses, including the Prinzing (pictured above) at no additional cost (when available).

Surprisingly, we do this for thousands of dollars less than all our competitors charge 
for the same or similar services and casket. (www.comparemitzvah.com)

4th generation - Larry Mandel
3rd  generation - Eugene Mandel 

Advertise with us—start here: 
Jewish-Chicago.org/Advertise

200,000
READERS

400,
EYES on YOUR ad!=

Advertise with us—start here: 
Jewish-Chicago.org/Advertise

,000 
EYES on YOUR ad!

WE COVER
CHICAGO

PINE ROOFING COMPANY
KEDMONT WATERPROOFING CO.

773-539-9595
5428 N. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago
pineroofing@pineroofing.com
kedmont@kedmont.com

Four Generations 
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F O R  A  B L E S S I N G

T E L S H E Y E S H I VA C H I C AG O

Its Faculty, Board of Directors 

and Student Body 

join the greater Chicago community 

in extending its condolences 

to our dear friend 

M R. E R I C 
R OT H N E R
upon the passing of his wife

G A L E OB’’M

As Champions of Educational Excellence 

in our community and around the world, 

The Rothners’ patronage 

of Jewish educational institutions 

has helped to secure 

the continuity of our people.

May the Rothner family be comforted 
among the mourners of Zion.

POTASH, MELVIN  92. Beloved 
husband of Phyllis Potash (nee Winer). 
Loving father of Debbie (Dr. David) 
Dobkin, and Art (Arla), Mark (Pam) 
and Ed Potash. Proud grandfather 
of 8. Cherished great-grandfather 
of 12. Dear brother of Marian (late 
Alan) Schuman, and the late Ida (late 
Melvin) Cherin, Ruth (late Joseph) 
Foreman, Herbert (Dorothy) Potash, 
Francis (late Harold) Nathan, Mildred 
(late George) Steinberg, David (late 
Frieda) Potash, and Elizabeth (Marvin) 
Legator. Silver Circle Member of JUF. 
Memorials to Darchei Noam Glenbrook, 
or to Hadassah. Shalom. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

PRAGER, SALLY  (nee Davis) 94. 
Beloved wife of the late Arnold. Loving 
mother of Howard (Laurie) and Merril 
(John Levine). Cherished Gramma of 5. 
Zion Gardens. Memorial donations to 
Am Yisrael. Shalom Memorial Funeral 
Home.

PRIMACK,  JUDI   (nee Millard) 
77. Beloved wife of Jordan. Loving 
mother of Dr. Craig, Steven (Candace) 
and Stuart (Michelle Bauer Primack). 
Cherished grandmother of 6. Adoring 
great-grandmother of 2. Dear sister of 
the late Richard Millard. Fond sister-in-
law of Shirley Millard. Devoted aunt of 
2. Shalom Memorial Park. Memorials to 
Hospice of the Valley. Shalom Memorial 
Funeral Home.

ROTH, MARCIA LEE RICHMAN 
 (nee Stoken) 95. Beloved wife of the 
late Don Richman and the late Warren 
Roth. Loving mother of Larry (Corinne 
M.) and David (Nina) Richman. Proud 
grandmother of 6. Devoted great-grand-
mother of 9. Dear sister of the late Jerry 
(late Marilyn) Stoken. Memorials to 
Hadassah, or to JUF. Shalom Memorial 
Park. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

ROSEN, ALAN  74. Beloved hus-
band of Sharon (nee Goltz). Loving fa-
ther of Lori (Jay L.) and Marc (Nicole). 
Cherished Papa of 3. Brother of Debra 
(John) Olinde and the late Edward 
Rosen. Dear brother-in-law of Jay 
(Sherri) Goltz. Devoted uncle of many. 
Silver Circle Member of JUF. Memorials 
to the MMRF Burgundy Bunch. Shalom 
Memorial Park. Shalom Memorial 
Funeral Home.

ROSENBLOOM, JAMES L. “JIM” 
 80. Loving father of Sarah (Nathan) 
Taylor. Adored Papa of Harrison and 
Eleanor Taylor. Devoted son of the late 
Aaron and Hilda “Hilly” Rosenbloom. 
Cherished brother of Nancy (Richard 
J.) Davis. Dear uncle of 1. Special great 
uncle of 1. Silver Circle Member of JUF. 
Memorials to Francis W. Parker School 
Student Scholarship Fund. Westlawn 
Cemetery. The Goldman Funeral Group.

ROTHSTEIN, LINDA S.  (nee Smith) 
82. Beloved wife of the late Stanley 
H. Mother of Jandos (Jan) and Jason 
(Annie). Grandmother of 4. Sister of 
Noel Smith. Memorials to the Greater 
Chicago Food Depository. Oak Woods 
Cemetery. Chicago Jewish Funerals 

LEWIN,  ROBERT “BOB”  96. 
Beloved husband of the late June K. (nee 
Kaufman). Loving father of Fred (Jeanne) 
and Francine Lewin and Janice (Mark) 
Swimmer. Proud grandfather of 3. Dear 
brother of the late Shirley (Seymour) 
Robin. Westlawn Cemetery. Memorials 
to Hadassah. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

LUBOWICH, KENNETH MARK  71. 
Son of Martin and Shirley. Husband of Li 
Hwa. Father of Corey, James, and Kevin. 
Brother of Donald and Renée. Memorials 
to any cancer charity, or to Ezra-Habonim, 
the Niles Township Jewish Congregation. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

LUNT, HOWARD EDWIN  67. 
Devoted son of the late Morris and 
Annette (nee Finkelman). Cousin. Valles 
Funeral Home, Opa Locka, FL. 

L U T T E R ,  S H A R O N  B E T H 
“ S H E R R I E ”   (nee Lipka) 64. Beloved 
wife of Daniel “Danny.” Devoted daugh-
ter of Marcia and the late Irwin Lipka. 
Cherished sister of Cindy and Robert 
Lipka. Dear daughter-in-law of the late 
Anthony and Helen. Memorials to the 
Arbor Day Foundation. Shalom Memorial 
Park. The Goldman Funeral Group.

MACK, SHERRIE TIKVAH  72. 
Loving mother of Erik Mack and Miriam 
Friedman Parks (Stephanie Friedman). 
Proud Bubbie of 3. Memorials to Jewish 
Reconstructionist Congregation, or to 
Akiba Schechter. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

MATLIN, LIBBY  (nee Hammer) 91. 
Beloved wife of the late Donald. Loving 
mother of Eric (Gloria), Marc (Jay 
Goldstein) and Marlee (Kevin Grandalski). 
Proud grandmother of 6. Adored 
great-grandmother of 2. Dear sister of the 
late Jason (the late Norma) Hammer and 
Sara (the late Paul) Lieberman. Sister-
in-law of Steve Matlin. Cherished aunt 
of many. Memorials to CJE. Waldheim 
Cemetery. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

MCCAMY, HELEN  94. Beloved 
wife of Edward Davis McCamy. Loving 
mother of Julia Tell and Laura McCamy 
(April Atencio). Proud grandmother of 
2. Memorials to the Michael I. Jacobson 
Gomle Fund. Waldheim Cemetery. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals. 

MEISTER, DOROTHY  85. Daughter 
of the late Samuel and Mildred. Sister of 
the late Bernard. Sister-in-law of Toby. 
Aunt of 2. Memorials to Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson’s Research. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

MILLER, DEBORAH G. “DEBBIE” 
 (nee Fein) 66. Beloved wife of Jeffrey 
Shapiro. Loving mother of Abbie (Ari) 
Baumwald (nee Miller) and Hannah 
Miller. Cherished stepmother of Mikaela 
and Ashley Shapiro. Adored grand-
mother of 3. Devoted daughter of Irene 
and the late Sheldon “Shelly” Fein. Dear 
daughter-in-law of Eydie “Honey” and 
the late Sherwin Shapiro. Memorials to 
the Cancer Wellness Center, or to JET – 
Jewish Education Team. The Goldman 
Funeral Group.

MILLER, SYNDEE F.  (nee Weiss) 69. 
Beloved wife of Lawrence. Loving moth-
er of Erin Miller and Heather (Scott) 
Taylor. Proud grandmother of 3. Caring 
sister of Alan (Sharon) and Cary Weiss. 
Memorials to the Autism Society of 
America. Shalom Memorial Park. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

MOSCOWITZ, TZIVIA  (nee Smidt) 
92. Beloved wife of Ephraim. Proud moth-
er of Rabbi Moshe (Leah), Elly (Emmy), 
Rabbi Mendel (Chanie), and the late 
Rabbi Daniel (Esther Rochel). Dear 
grandmother and great grandmother to 
many. Memorials to Lubavitch Chabad 
of Illinois. Waldheim Cemetery. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

MOOS, J. CLIFFORD  97. 8th Army 
Air Force First Lieutenant, WWII; deco-
rated. Beloved and respected husband of 
the late Naomi “Noni” (nee Leaf). Proud 
and loving father of Jane Kayla Moos 
Cohen (David Cohen), and Emily Ann 
and Joseph Daniel Moos (Jean Saunders). 
Proud grandfather of 3. Son of the late 
Harry and Mary. Brother of the late ad-
mired A. Jerome (Martha). Longtime 
close companion of the late Jackie Jaffe. 
Golden Giver Member of JUF. Memorials 
to Thresholds. Shalom Memorial Funeral 
Home.

MOSS, DONNA M.  (nee Miller) 
91. Beloved and loving wife of the late 
Morton S. Devoted mother of David, 
Steven (Naomi), and Michael (Catherine) 
Moss. Mother-in-love of Lisa Moss. 
Cherished grandmother of 10. Proud 
great-grandmother of 12. Dear sister of 
the late Marilyn (late Herbert) Morton. 
Fond aunt of many. Golden Giver Member 
of JUF. Memorials to Beth Emet The 
Free Synagogue, or to Suncrest Hospice. 
Shalom Memorial Park Cemetery. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

NYDICK, ROSE  (nee Burnstein) 99. 
Beloved wife of the late Hyman Genson 
and the late Richard D. Nydick. Loving 
mother of Manuel (late Rita) Burnes and 
Barbara Levine. Cherished grandmother 
of 2. Caring great-grandmother of 8. 
Proud great-great grandmother of Nina. 
Memorials to Skokie Chabad, to Chicago 
Mitzvah Campaign, or to Telshe Yeshiva 
Chicago. Weinstein & Piser Funeral Home.

PAULL, SHELDON “SHELLY”  87. 
US Army medic. Husband of Joan. Father 
of Craig Paull, Karen Pyferoen and 
Stephanie Goselin. Brother of Adrienne. 
Grandfather of 3. Great-grandfather of 2. 
Silver Circle Member of JUF. Memorials 
to ORT, Bellagio Chapter. Sinai Memorial 
Chapels, Delray Beach, FL. 

Stuart Schoffman
His view from Jerusalem cast light  
on Israel for Chicago Jews
WITH THE PASSING  of Stuart 
Schoffman, who died Nov. 7 in 
Jerusalem at age 74, the Jewish world 
lost a great mind and a kind and gen-
erous spirit. He had the finest Jewish 
and secular education (Yeshivah of 
Flatbush, Harvard, and Yale); a clas-
sically liberal worldview; prodigious 
talent as an essayist, editor, and 
translator of Hebrew literature; and 
a poetic sensibility. 

Born in New York in 1947 to 
Hebraist scholars and Zionists, he 
grew up with the State of Israel and 
became one of the finest translators 
of its prominent writers.

For more than a decade, his viscer-
al and thought-provoking JUF News 
column, “The View from Jerusalem,” 
animated Israel’s talkative and diverse people; dished 
up a taste of her culture; and explained her dichotomies 
and complexities. 

“The white light of Tel Aviv, especially on a spring 
day neither hot nor humid, struck me as hopeful, full of 
promise, very different from the nostalgic golden glow 
of Jerusalem. Like the sun and the moon, both lights are 
necessary to the soul,” Stuart wrote in “The House on 
Bialik Street,” his April 2009 column.

“The poet’s words, the artist’s works, the snapshots of 
times gone by, the mélange of bold buildings on Bialik 
and its neighboring streets, all conspired, on that sunny 
eve of Israel’s somber Memorial Day, to transport me to 
a fresh frame of mind. Gone for the afternoon were pol-
itics and diplomacy, theology and theodicy, drama and 
destiny. What remained, in the white light of Tel Aviv, 
was a memory of what never quite was, but might have 
been—and might still turn out to be.” 

When I came to JUF News (now Jewish Chicago) as 
editor in 1994, I found that the new columnist, Stuart, 
and I were cut of the same Zionist cloth; but Stuart 
had made aliyah and stayed. He and his wife Roberta 
Fahn Schoffman, their children, Rafi and Dani, and 
the dog (a German Shepherd named Lizzie) lived in the 
German Colony. 

“The best Jewish neighborhood in the world,” he 
called it. His wit was wry. 

We became friends. The relationship did more for 
me than for him, I’m sure, as I learned much from him 
(though he appreciated my turning him onto Turkish 
music). I would bring students from JUF’s Write On for 
Israel program to Stuart’s home for a dose of his wisdom 
and his spirit. 

When he stayed with me in Evanston and I with him 
in Jerusalem, we took long walks and talked. What 
makes people and places tick was foremost on his mind, 
especially the relationship of Jews to Israel. 

He often opened talks to visiting American Jews with 
“Ze lo Amerika!” (“This is not America!”); the notion that 
Israel should mirror their own experiences and aspira-
tions rankled him. 

“After 61 years, we pursue simple dreams of untrou-
bled independence, as if they were born yesterday,” he 
wrote in that 2009 column.

When Stuart began writing for JUF News, he faced a 
near-fatal struggle with cancer, and endured arduous 
treatment and long stretches of isolation. He never 
missed a column, never showed self-pity, and kept his 
eyes on the big picture. He made sense of the world, and 
the world—especially Israel—made more sense because 
of him. A building block of reason has been knocked 
from the foundation, and I feel the loss. 

Stuart wrote me at Rosh Hashanah last year. “Been 
too long, and who knows how much longer,” he wrote.

I knew you a long time, my friend. But not long 
enough.  

Pictured: Stuart Schoffman (left) with his friend, Aaron, in Israel.

BY A A RO N B .  CO H E N

Aaron B. Cohen, a writer based in Evanston, was Executive Editor 
of JUF News from 1994 to 2011. 
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F O R  A  B L E S S I N G SHALOM MEMORIAL

TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE

CEMETERY • MAUSOLEUM • FUNERAL HOME

HONORING LIFE.  CHERISHING MEMORY.
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS | IL    847-255-3520  WWW.SHALOM2.COM

RUBIN, AARON G.  52. Beloved 
boyfriend of Lori Cooper. Proud father 
of Jordyn and Alexa. Devoted son of 
Natalie and the late Stuart. Dear broth-
er of Noel (Maggie Pelletier) Rubin and 
Mara (Richard) Bernstein. Cherished 
Uncle of 3. Memorials to the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network. Memorial Park 
Cemetery. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

RUMENTZAS, MARK J.   56. 
Beloved father of Rachel and Rebecca. 
Life-long friend of Tracy. Son of Janet 
(the late George). Brother of Pamela 
(Rick) Dahms. Uncle of 2. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

SCHIFFMAN, SIDNEY  90. Beloved 
husband of the late Lois Fern and the late 
Joan B. Loving father of Michael (Lisa) 
and Kari Schiffman (Michael Lyssy), 
Bill (Amy) Engerman, Annie Elmer and 
the late Penny. Cherished Grandpa Sid 
of 5. Dear brother of Jerome (Maxine). 
Memorials to Mercy Home for Boys 
and Girls, or to the Children’s Village 
of Jerusalem. Shalom Memorial Park. 
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

SCHWABACHER, LINDA  (nee 
Wolff) 75. Loving wife of the late Norman. 
Devoted mother of David (Denise) 
and Michael (Alita) Schwabacher, and 
Debra (Mark) Blitz. Proud grandmother 
of many. Dear sister of the late Ted (the 
late Mary) Wolff. Memorials to Chicago 
Chesed Fund, or to Congregation 
Agudas Achim. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

SCHWARTZ,  JOYCE A.   (nee 
Antine) 79. Beloved wife of Joel 
Schwartz. Loving mother of Brian (Susie) 
Schwartz. Proud grandmother of 2. Dear 
sister of Carole (the late Max) Cohen 
and the late Lois (the late Paul) Briotta. 
Fond aunt of 4. Memorials to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital, Memphis. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

S C H WA R T Z ,  P H Y L L I S   (nee 
Silverstein) 89. Beloved wife and best 
friend of Gus. Loving mother of Donna 
Brashear and Terry (Barbara) Schwartz. 
Cherished grandma of Richard Brashear, 
Elizabeth (Scott) Weisberg and Rebecca 
(Peter) Landem. Devoted daughter 
of the late Rose and Irving Silverstein. 
Dear sister of the late Helen (the late 
Robert) Abrahams and Stewart (Elaine) 
Silverstein. Treasured aunt and cousin 
of many. Memorials to the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network. Shalom 
Memorial Park. Shalom Memorial 
Funeral Home.

SHAPIRO, RABBI MEIR  89. Beloved 
husband of Elizabeth (nee Fischer). 
Loving father of Hillel (Leah) Shapiro 
and Naomi (Samuel) Sutton. Proud 
grandfather of 13. Great-grandfather 
of 31. Dear brother of Esther (Rabbi 
Mordechai) Weinberg, Moshe Shimon 
(Nechama Bluma) Shapiro and the late 
Rabbi Mordechai (Barbara) Shapiro. 
Silver Circle Member of JUF. Memorials 
to Arie Crown Hebrew Day School. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

SHELLITO, SUSAN  62. Adored 
daughter of the late Marilyn and Dr. 
Morris Silver. Loving mother of Robert 
(Elizabeth Gray) Shellito. Cherished 
grandmother of 2. Much-loved sister 
of Jack and the late Mark Freedman. 
Treasured aunt of 6. Cousin of 1. Shalom 
Memorial Park. Shalom Memorial 
Funeral Home.

SHIFRIN, BARBARA  (nee Brown) 
74. Formerly married to Eugene 
Shifrin. Loving mother of Laurie (Vito) 
Angileri and the late Sherie Warden. 
Grandmother of 5. Great-grandmother 
of 2. Dear sister of Stephen and Kenneth 
(Roberta) Brown. Former sister-in-law 
of Rita and Caren Brown. Fond niece 
and cousin. Aunt of 5. Great-aunt of 
9. Memorials to JourneyCare Hospice 
Foundation. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

SHUR, TAMARA V.  (nee Makurina) 
82. Beloved wife of the late Eugene. 
Loving mother of Elena Shur (Philip 
Santarelli) and Natalie (Alex) Litvak. 
Proud grandmother of 3. Dear sister-in-
law of Stella Korolev and Michael (Irina) 
Shur. Cherished aunt of 3. Memorials to 
the American Cancer Society. Memorial 
Park. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

S H U T M A N ,  S A N F O R D   67. 
Beloved husband of Robyn. Loving fa-
ther of Joseph (Jena), Eric (Morgan) 
and Katerina. Cherished Grandpa of 
2. Much-loved brother of Jay. Adored 
uncle of 2. Memorials to the American 
Cancer Society. Shalom Memorial Park.

SILVERSTEIN, SAUL S.  Husband 
of the late Leah (nee Edelstein). Father 
of Stuart Silverstein, Rachel (Alan) 
Russo, and Miriam (Michael) Rudolph. 
Brother of Enoch (Marge) Silverstein 
and the late Irene (the late Gerald) 
Lieberman. Grandfather of 8. Great-
grandfather of 9. Brother-in-law of 
Estelle (the late Allen) Elekman. Son of 
the late Bessie and Meyer Silverstein. 
Uncle of many. Golden Giver Member 
of JUF. Memorials to Camp Ramah in 
Wisconsin, or to Hadassah Chicago-
North Shore. Westlawn Cemetery. 
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

SMOLENSKY, BEN  96. Army 
Veteran, WWII. Adored son of the late 
Ida and Nathan. Cherished son in-law of 
the late Ida and Edward Levett. Beloved 
husband, best friend and soul mate 
of Beverly (nee Levett). Proud father 
of David (Debbie) and Daniel (Amy) 
Smolensky. Loving Grandpa of 4. Brother 
of the late Joseph (the late Regina) and 
the late Jack (Natalie). Treasured uncle 
of 3. Memorials to Moriah Congregation. 
Westlawn Cemetery. Shalom Memorial 
Funeral Home.

SIEGEL, MELVIN B.  78. Beloved fa-
ther of Jason R. and Eric P. Life partner 
of Linda Neustadt. Dear brother of the 
late Daniel. Waldheim Jewish Cemetery. 
Memorials to The ARK. Chicago Jewish 
Funerals.

ST E I N ,  LO U I S E   (nee Simkin) 
83. Beloved wife of the late Sheldon 
Marvin “Shelly.” Loving mother of 
Andrew (Rochelle), Richard (Lorie), 
and Jim (Kelly) Stein, Jill (Donald) 
Brunger, Pamela (Craig) Katz, and the 
late Gregg Stein. Proud grandmother 
of 10. Cherished great-grandmother of 
2. Dear sister of Kathy (Ronald) Muller, 
and Steven (Sheila) Simkin, and the late 
Miriam Mack, Paula (the late Richard) 
Balko, Michael (Merle) Simkin, and 
Joan (the late Donald) Schack. Shalom. 
Memorials to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, Memphis. Chicago 
Jewish Funerals.

STENGEL, LAWRENCE “LARRY” 
 79. Loved and loving husband of Renee 
(nee Rotstein). Devoted son of the 
late Leo and Ann (nee Linetzky). Dear 
brother of Mitchell (Caroline Walker) 
and Arthur (Debby). Treasured broth-
er-in-law of Carol (the late Earl) Arkin. 
Caring cousin, uncle, and great-uncle of 
many. Larry shared a deep and special 
love with Dalia, Angelica and Monica; 
Nancy, Isabella and Louie; Marco and 
Maria; Frankie and Domerica; and 
Veronica and their kids and extended 
families. Shalom Memorial Park. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home.

SZARVAS, MARILYNN J.  (nee 
Treger) 87. Beloved wife and best friend 
of the late Robert. Loving mother of 
Steve Dale (Robin) Szarvas and Lori 
(Jeffrey) Donenberg. Devoted grand-
mother 2. Daughter of the late Ben and 
Ann Treger. Dear sister of the late Sonia 
Friedlander. Golden Giver Member of 
JUF. Memorials to Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation, or to the 
Leukemia & Lymphomia Society. Shalom 
Memorial Park. Shalom Memorial 
Funeral Home.

SWIG, JANET A.  (nee Fireman) 90. 
Beloved wife of the late Stanley. Loving 
mother of Paula Swig (Luis) Rodi and the 
late Adeena Swig. Proud grandmother of 
1. Dear sister of Carol (Erwin) Barrington. 
Dear aunt of 3. Golden Giver Member of 
JUF. Memorials to Congregation B’nai 
Jehoshua Beth Elohim. Zion Gardens. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

TOKMAN, YENTA  91. Beloved 
wife of the late Viktor. Loving mother 
of Allana (Boris) Goldberg and Nelya 
Reznikova. Proud grandmother of Lena 
(Chris) Arredono and Marcella (Micah) 
Fancher. Cherished great-grandmother 
of Zachary Goldman, Nathan Goldman, 
and Bellamy Fancher. Memorial Park. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

WAYNE, ELAINE  95. Beloved 
wife and best friend of the late Harry. 
Cherished mother of Corinne (Willie) 
Engelhart, Marlene (Dr. Laren) Garfield, 
Martin (Ann) Wayne, and the late 
E. Miriam (Mark) Bromberg. Loving 

“Baube” of 11. Great-grandmother of 
12. Devoted daughter of the late Max 
and Jennie. Memorial Park Cemetery. 
Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

WEIN, JANE  (nee Pohn) 90. Beloved 
wife of the late Jerome. Loving mother 
of Perry (Marla) Wein, Sindy (Marty) 
Marks and the late Gigi (the late Myles) 
Dimand. Cherished Nana of 9. Much-
loved great-grandmother of 5. Sister of 
the late Marcy Abrams and Robert Pohn. 
Treasured aunt of several. Memorials to 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
Shalom Memorial Park. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home.

WEIN, JEROME  92. Beloved hus-
band of the late Jane Wein. Loving father 
of Perry (Marla) Wein, Sindy (Marty) 
Marks and the late Gigi (the late Myles) 
Dimand. Cherished grandfather of 9. 
much loved great-grandfather of 5. Dear 
brother of Marvin (Marlene) Wein and 
the late Annette (Mel) Seidenberg. 
Much-loved nephew of the late Irving 
(Frances) Wein. Memorials to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital. Shalom 
Memorial Park. Shalom Memorial 
Funeral Home.

WEINER-ARBIT, JANETTE  61. 
Former spouse and dear friend of 
Matthew Arbit. Proud and grateful 
mother of Alexander, Toby Anna and the 
late Moses and Miriam. Grandmother 
of 1. Cherished daughter of Bernard and 
Esther Weiner. Fond sister of Alan (Jodi) 
Weiner. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

WEINSTEIN, LOTTIE GOLDBERG 
 100. Beloved wife of the late Albert 
Goldberg and the late Bert B. Weinstein. 
Loving mother of Charles David (Karin) 
Goldberg, Susan Louise (Morris) 
Aron, and Cheryl Mae (Larry) Sklar. 
Proud grandmother of 5. Cherished 
great-grandmother of 6. Devoted sister 
of the late Tillie Stein, Mollye Kitchen, 
and Shirley Levin. Fond aunt, great-
aunt, and cousin of many. Golden Giver 
Member of JUF. Westlawn Cemetery. 
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

WEISS, NORMAN  92. Beloved hus-
band of the late Geri (nee Bayman). 
Devoted father of Mark (Laura) and 
Sheldon (Kathleen) Weiss. Cherished 
grandfather of 8. Loving great-grand-
father of 5. Loving brother of the late 
Lenore (Don) Cooper. Memorials to 
Best Friends Animal Society. Abraham 
Lincoln National Cemetery, Elwood. 
Chesed v’Emet Funeral Home.

WULBERT, DOROTHY  (nee Puris) 
96. Beloved wife of the late Seymour. 
Loving mother of Lee and Scott (Janet). 
Cherished grandmother of 4. Dear sister 
of the late Gertrude Kallis and another 
sister who died in infancy. Silver Circle 
Member of JUF. Memorials to the 
USO. Shalom Memorial Park. Shalom 
Memorial Funeral Home.

ZEMAN, IDA  (nee Steiner) 86. 
Beloved wife of the late Irving. Cherished 
mother of Garry (Theresa) and Steven 
(Debra) Weil, and Julia Campoverde. 
Loving stepmother to Larry Zeman and 
Linda (Barry) Goldfine. Loving grand-
mother of 5. Caring great-grandmother 
of 3. Devoted sister of Joseph (Leslie) 
Steiner. Adoring aunt of 3. Dearest cous-
in of 2. Memorials to JNF. Waldheim 
Cemetery. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

SUBMISSIONS  
ARE WELCOME

Submit obituaries to 
obits@juf.org. Jewish 
Chicago lists obituaries 
at juf.org/news/obits 
and in our print edition, 
space permitting. 
Submission of notices 
to Jewish Chicago 
implies approval for 
publication; we may 
edit obituaries to meet 
space requirements. 
Jewish Chicago 
publishes obituaries 
as a free service to the 
community.
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• Got more than one Mini Mensch in the house? 
Print more copies of these pages at juf.org/MiniMensches.

• Looking for more? JUF Young Families helps families 
experience and celebrate the joys of Jewish life, community 
and learning. Learn more at juf.org/youngfamilies.

ANSWERS:   1. APPLE    2. OLIVE    3. MATZAH     

4. WATER    5. MILK AND HONEY

Sometimes food is part of our story. Fill in the blanks 
with the right words:

APPLE       HONEY       MATZAH       MILK       OLIVE       WATER

Chicago-style hot dogs are world famous—but very spicy! 
Make a sweet one at home. 

ANSWERS:   1. B   2. C   3. F   4. A   5. D   6. E   7. G

Spread the peanut butter (or nut-free substitute) on the bun. 

Peel the banana. Put it on the bun like a hot dog. 

Put jelly on the 
banana like mustard.

Put raisins on 
the nut butter. 

Can you match the Jewish holiday with the 
food we eat on it? Look out—one is a trick.

1 .  PURIM

2 .  PASSOVER

3 .  SHABBAT

4 .  CHANUKAH

5 .  ROSH HASHANAH

6 .  SHAVUOT

7.  YOM KIPPUR

HOORAY FOR FOOD!
Eating it, making it, sharing it … what’s not to love 
about food? It’s part of our lives every day, and we 
eat special foods on special Jewish days! They say 

not to play with your food, but we can 
still play about it!

PROTEINS

GRAINS

FRUITS VEGGIES

DAIRY

&

Along with jelly, try marshmallow or 
chocolate spread, or honey. How about 
chocolate chips, small pretzels, or apple 
slices … what do you have? 

Circle the different types of food in the picture below. 
Count the number of foods in each food group you find, 
and write that number in the squares on the fridge. 
The dairy answer is filled in for you.

2

E X A M P L E S  O F  FO O D  G RO U P S : 

DA I RY—  yogurt, ice cream 

F RU I T—  banana, blueberries, pineapple

V EG G I E S —  cauliflower, potato, zucchini

P ROT E I N S —  meat, fish, eggs, nuts

G R A I N S —  bagel, spaghetti 

B

D

A

E

C

F

HEY, 
PARENTS!

1. Most people think Eve gave Adam an  ________________, 
but many rabbis think it was a fig.

2. The dove flew back to Noah with 
an ________________ branch in its beak.

3. The Jews left Egypt so fast, their 
bread did not have time to rise, 
so they ate it as ________________. 

4. When they got to the Red Sea, 
Moses parted the ________________ 
with his staff.

5. Israel is said to be a land flowing 
with ________________ and ________________.

ANSWERS:    DAIRY: 2–cheese, milk    FRUITS: 4–grapes, apple, grapefruit, pear    

VEGGIES: 3–broccoli, carrot, corn    PROTEINS: 2–fish, chicken    GRAINS: 4–bread, pancakes, pasta, cereal

G

Q: If a seagull flies over the 
     sea, what flies over the bay?

A: A bay-gull! 

LITTLE RIDDLE

You need: hot dog bun, banana, peanut butter, jelly, and raisins



 Bringing it home for the Braves
Jewish ace pitcher Max Fried delivered his Atlanta Braves to their first World  

Championship since 1995 with six shutout innings in Game 6 of the World Series on Nov. 2.  
Five days after the win, the 27-year-old lefty won his second straight Gold Glove Award,  

given to the best defensive player at each position in each league. 

(Mary DeCicco/MLB Photos via Getty Images)

P I C T U R E  T H I S
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When months of isolation, financial stress and worry took a 
toll on people’s emotional health, JUF put more resources into 
mental health services. To date, over 15,000 telehealth counseling 
sessions have helped people of all ages who were struggling—
from isolated Holocaust survivors to young adults battling anxiety 
and depression. Providing emotional support to our community 
is our mission every day—and during crises like this. 

One fund. So much impact.

DONATE.JUF.ORG

Ensuring people have 
access to mental 
health services.



FREE planning guide: DignityMemorial.com

When it’s important, we plan for it ahead of time.
Planning your funeral or memorial service now will give you and your family valuable peace of mind. 

Our guaranteed, pre-paid funeral plans protect everyone �om hard financial and emotional decisions at 
a time of loss. Let us help you take care of every detail, including affordable payment plans.

Jamie Greenebaum
Licensed Funeral

Director

Ron Roth
Licensed Funeral

Director

Todd Lovcik
Licensed Funeral

Director

Alan Yaffe
Former Owner and
Licensed Funeral

Director

Robert Sheck
Manager and Licensed 

Funeral Director

Sara Kleinman
Licensed Funeral Director
and Licensed Pre-Need

WEINSTEIN & PISER
FUNERAL HOME

111 Skokie Blvd.  |  Wilmette

847-256-5700

Proudly owned and operated by Alderwoods (Chicago North), Inc.


