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Next year
not on Zoom
Finding different ways to celebrate the festival
of the Exodus, freedom & spring. p. 34

Download your own virtual
Passover background!
Learn more on p. 39

Yes, this night is different from all other nights,
this year different from all other years. But,
through it all, my team and I remain steadfast in
our commitment to help you with your real estate
needs.

AWARD WINNING REHABILITATION, MEMORY & SENIOR CARE

We wish you a Passover filled with hope, health and
happiness.

H O W D O W E G E T A 5 - S TA R R AT I N G ?

Our staff of all-stars!

Brad Lippitz Group
773.404.1144

Our highly devoted caregivers contribute to our
high ratings, making us the best in memory care.
Some have been with us for over two decades!

bradlippitz.com
3323 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL 60657

20 W. Kinzie, 15th Floor
Chicago, IL 60654

839 W Hutchinson St, Buena Park

$2,890,000

Meticulously maintained historic estate with lush grounds, exquisite primary
suite, and 4-car attached garage.

3400 N. Lake Shore Dr #2BC, East Lakeview

$2,700,000

Expansive and bright 5,500 sq. ft. single floor residence in one of the city’s most
sought after Beaux-Arts buildings.

F I V E - S TA R R AT E D

2625 West Touhy Avenue, Chicago • 773.973.5333 • buckinghampavilion.com •

Brad Lippitz

BuckinghamPavilion

President & Lead Broker
brad@bradlippitz.com

Brittany Shapiro
Senior Broker

500 W. Superior St, #2405, River North

$1,975,000

1751 N. Fairfield Ave, West Town

Rarely available Southeast corner modern statement residence with private balcony.

Designer showplace right off the 606.

$1,095,000

brittany.shapiro@compass.com

The

#

1 Financial Advisor

In Illinois For 2020
#1 Ranked by

Your housing
specialists inside
and outside
the eruv.

Barron’s
for the 11th
Consecutive Year1

#1 Ranked by

Forbes
for Best In-State
Wealth Advisor2

HLM Capital Management’s Steve Hefter has been
recognized as the top Financial Advisor in Illinois.
545 W. Stratford Pl, #2, East Lakeview

$1,075,000

Sprawling 3,600 sq. ft. full-floor condo with fabulous terrace.

1320 N. State Pwky, #6A, Gold Coast

$850,000

Charlie Margolis, Ben Leshem, Steve Hefter
& Micah Nathan
Partners

1. 2020 Barron’s Top 1,200 Advisors - The rankings are based
on data provided by thousands of advisors. Factors included
in the rankings were assets under management, revenue
produced for the firm, regulatory record and client retention.

Stately pre-war apartment in one of the city’s finest full-service buildings.

2. 2020 Forbes Best-in-State Wealth Advisors - Ranking
algorithm based on industry experience, interviews compliance
records, assets under management, revenue and other criteria by
SHOOKResearch, LLC, which does not receive compensation
from the advisors or their firms in exchange for placement on a
ranking. Investment performance is not a criterion.
Compass Real Estate is a licensed real estate broker with a principal office in
New York, NY and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All
material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions,
changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement
is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

1849 Green Bay Road, Suite 200. Highland Park, IL 60035
847-563-3400 | www.HLMCapital.com
600 W. Drummond Pl, #511, Lincoln Park

$749,000

Amazing light-filled penthouse in one of Lincoln Park’s best boutique elevator
buildings.

316 Fox Run Dr, Northbrook

$695,000

Beautifully renovated home in ideal Northbrook location (District 28)!

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo
Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC.
HLM Capital Management is a separate entity from WFAFN.
CAR# 1220-01779
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Socializing & Safety
Hibernating is for bears. Live at Tamarisk NorthShore,
where we offer an array of wellness, life enrichment and
entertainment programs, dining and transportation that
follow COVID-19 safety protocols. At Tamarisk, being
“socially distant” doesn’t mean being alone… or being
cooped up while the snow piles up outside. Cozy up to our
community fireplace with new friends, drinking hot cocoa,
and listening to great music.
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To make your move to Tamarisk easier, we have timelimited benefits such as our Premier Moving Package as
well as other terrific opportunities to save you money
NOW. Sleeping the winter away can wait! Let’s talk today
and we will help you every step of the way to live, thrive
and socialize at Tamarisk NorthShore.
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Tamarisk is brand new, exceptional independent living
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Our Social Workers Meet You
Where You Are in Life!

MARCH 2021
A DA R / N I SA N 578 1

During March’s Social Work Month—and always—we recognize our many staff members who
embody this year’s national theme of “Social Workers are Essential.” We honor the dedication of our
Counselors, Care Managers, Caseworkers, Resource Specialists, and others throughout CJE who
provide care, outreach, and support—in Russian, English, Spanish, and Hebrew—to our older adults
and their family members!
• Holocaust Community Services • CJE Care Management
• Lieberman Center
• Your Eldercare Consultants
• Weinberg Community
• CJE Consumer Assistance

Learn more about CJE SeniorLife at 773.508.1000 or www.cje.net
and how our network of social services can help during the transitions of aging.
THE CJE ADVANTAGE: Our broad continuum of care offers people of all ages, faiths and incomes access to life-enriching opportunities,
resources and healthcare. Our Jewish values make us the provider of choice for enhancing lives and navigating the positive aging process.
3003 West Touhy Avenue | Chicago IL | www.cje.net | 773.508.1000
CJE SeniorLife® is a partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community.
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Painting by Beth Shadur. (Photo credit: Tom Van Eynd)

Social support is available through these programs, services, and locations:
• CJE Counseling Services
• Support Groups
• Linkages
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Independent/Assisted Living
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The Selfhelp Home is a non-profit Jewish home with a tradition of caring for more than 70 years.
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CHAI LIGHTS

J E R U SA L E M N OT E S

Lessons from
a pandemic—
one year in

Three
branches—
one tree

TH I S MO N T H m
 arks the year anniversary of the COVID-19 pandemic in

AS FAR BACK a
 s the Mishnah, the 15th day of the month of Shevat on the

Chicago. With Passover coming soon—the first Seder begins on March 27—our
holiday will undoubtedly look different again this year.
On this beloved festival of freedom—where we’re told to welcome “all who
are hungry to come and eat”—we once again will have to downsize our Seders.
For many of us that will mean inviting very few or no people to our Seders, or
breaking matzoh with our loved ones over Zoom.
But one thing that will be different this year is that we’re much wiser going
into this second Passover season in quarantine than we were in 2020, when this
strangeness was brand new to us. The challenge of COVID has taught us all so
much. Here are some of the lessons I’ve learned so far from the pandemic:

Jewish calendar has been celebrated as “the new year for the trees”—a day to
celebrate nature and our people’s connection to the land.
The father of Zionism, Theodor Herzl, described a utopian future state of
Israel, placing high importance on the values of environmentalism and ecology—50 years before the state was established and long before the creation of
the “green movement.”
In modern-day Israel, the 15th of Shevat (Tu B’Shevat), is a day to celebrate
ecology and plant trees. This year, Tu B’Shevat also included a unique celebration—one unimaginable just a few years ago—of the indelible bond of our people in three very different communities; three “branches” of one robust “tree,”
planted thousands of years ago.
Upon the initiative of the Jewish Agency for Israel, three Jewish communities came together in January to celebrate an unprecedented Tu B’Shevat,
thanks to both the Abraham Accords and the silver lining of the COVID pandemic—that we’ve all gotten accustomed to virtual calls.
For the first time, we celebrated this holiday with three communities separated by thousands of miles—but sharing one computer screen. Families
from our Chicago community spent time together with families from the new
Jewish community in Dubai, while the bridge to that connection were families
from JUF’s Partnership Together region
of Kiryat Gat, Lachish, and Shafir.
Dozens of participants from our three
countries spent a fun hour together, getting acquainted and learning about each
other, our different lifestyles, and our
ways of celebrating Jewish holidays. The
Rothbart and Rosenblat families from the
Partnership region, the Mosbachers from
Skokie, and the Cohen family from Dubai
shared videos of their families everyone
with a joyous “Chag Sameach” in Hebrew.
Three generations of the Straussman
family from the Shekef community within the Lachish Regional Council shared
a video of themselves planting a willow tree earlier that same day in honor
of all the participants at the event. Ben
Straussman, a member of the Partnership’s steering committee, said he considered it one of the most moving celebrations of Tu B’Shevat he had ever been
part of.
The importance of this event goes beyond a mere celebration of ecology, earth, and nature. Following the signing of the Abraham Accords and

The rhythm of the Jewish year is a beautiful thing.
The punctuation of the calendar with Jewish holidays—from Passover to Rosh
Hashanah and especially our weekly Shabbat celebrations—helped define this
past year which would have otherwise felt like an amorphous blob. One frustration for so many of us during the pandemic has been that every day feels
like the movie Groundhog Day. But the Jewish calendar doesn’t let that happen.
Whether you keep Shabbat to the letter of the law or simply celebrate it with
lighting the candles and challah, Shabbat this year (and always) has been a
beautiful reminder to take a beat when we needed it most.

There are heroes among us.
Healthcare workers. Teachers. Delivery workers. And so many more essential
service providers. We’re blown away by their commitment to caring for the
sick, teaching our children, getting our essential packages to us, and more.
Twelve months in, we do not take them for granted.

Being present transcends the physical space.
In these weird times, we have all found ways of being present for one another,
Jews and non-Jews alike, even if that means spiritually and emotionally—but
not physically. Think of all the people you have reached out to over the past
year to check in on. Every time you do something as simple as texting or calling someone to let them know they’re not alone, you’re doing a mitzvah. What
seems like a small act could make a bigger difference in that person’s life than
you even know.

Jews adapt. It’s what we do.
As challenging as it has been, the pandemic has been a chance for the world to
pivot in beautiful and creative ways—from creating remote learning to driveby bar and bat mitzvahs to the all-important virtual happy hours. For the Jews,
the skill of the pivot is nothing new. Our people’s long-tested resiliency of spirit
is as ancient as the Jewish people themselves. We’ve adapted through so much
worse, and have transitioned here as needed, too.

Give yourself a break—perfection isn’t possible.
Yes, we can care for our children, get our work done, put a home-cooked meal
on the table (some evenings), and keep up with our household chores. But can
we do them all perfectly? Heck, no. And while perfection wasn’t possible before the pandemic either, what has evolved for many of us is our mindset. What
has changed is our permission to give ourselves a break, be kinder to ourselves,
and recognize that “good enough” will have to suffice.

This too shall pass.
LETTER TO EDITOR

As the parent of two occasionally dueling teenage daughters,
I found Cindy Sher’s most recent column (Jan/Feb 2021, p. 8)
to be poignant, beautiful, and aspirational. I have sent it
to them and hope it strikes a chord.
S T E V E FA D E M , E VA N S TO N
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In troubled times, I like to reference this adage—often appearing in Jewish folklore—reflecting the temporary nature of the human condition. As we continue
to hear more news about the COVID vaccines’ wider availability, so many of
us are feeling hopeful that there is a light at the end of this long tunnel of separation. Like so many other tests in human history, we will triumph over this
pandemic, too. 
BY C I N DY S H E R | Executive Editor

For the first time,
we celebrated
this holiday with
three communities
separated by
thousands of miles.

the opening of full diplomatic relations between Israel and the United Arab
Emirates, the small and growing Jewish community in the UAE can finally celebrate its Judaism openly and proudly.
It is only fitting that our Chicago community and our Israeli Partnership
community used the first opportunity to celebrate with them. Together, we
celebrated Jewish peoplehood—a value cherished and fostered for millennia, a
unity that has kept our people strong in the face of adversity.
Ambassador Eitan Naeh, Israel’s newly appointed Head of Mission to the
UAE, spoke at the celebration. Naeh, who had previously served in Israel’s
Consulate General in Chicago, was visibly moved to share this historic moment
with Jewish Agency Chairman Isaac Herzog and JUF President Lonnie Nasatir.
Once again, JUF was at the forefront, marking a precedent in the Jewish world
and bringing Jewish communities.
We truly are three branches of one strong tree, nourished by and nourishing
one another. 
Pictured: The Straussman family planting a willow tree in their backyard on Tu B’Shevat.
(Photo credit: Guy Yechiely, Jewish Agency for Israel)

BY O F E R B AV LY
Ofer Bavly is the Director General of the JUF Israel Office.
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C O M M E N TA R Y

Reflections on the passing
of George Shultz
O N F EB . 6, former Secretary of State George P. Shultz passed away at age

100. Shultz was a U.S. Marine, MIT Ph.D. and former head of the Business
School at the University of Chicago. He went on to serve his country as Labor
Secretary, Treasury Secretary,
and Director of the Office of
Management and Budget under President Richard Nixon,
and then spent six years as
President Ronald Reagan’s
Secretary of State.
His career was extraordinarily distinguished, and had
an extraordinary impact on not
just America’s Jews, but Jews
worldwide. As Secretary of
State, Shultz was the friend and
protector of Soviet Jews—particularly the Jewish Refuseniks
sentenced to monstrous, long
terms in the gulag because they
dared to demand the right to
leave the USSR and live in freedom in Israel.
Those of us involved in advocacy for Soviet Jewry well
remember the lifeline of advocacy and care the State
Department provided under
Shultz’s direction. When we
traveled to the Soviet Union in
support of Refusenik families,
many of whom had lost their
jobs while their loved ones languished in prison, we always met with U.S. Ambassadors in Moscow. Each time,
they were scrupulous about updating us on the status of the inquiries they’d
made on Refuseniks’ behalf. They emphasized to Soviet officials not only that
these Jews were unjustly imprisoned, but also that all Soviet Jews who wanted
to leave the USSR ought to be allowed to do so—and that making that allowance
would lead to a better relationship between our two superpower nations.
Their boss, George Shultz, and his boss, President Reagan, were very clear
that the rights of Soviet Jews were a major policy priority of the United States of
America. To further amplify the point, on April 13, 1987, Shultz, then Secretary
of State, attended the Passover Seder hosted by U.S. Ambassador Jack Macki at
the U.S. Embassy in Moscow. Noted Soviet dissidents were invited and, according to The New York Times, 50 attended. Needless to say, the KGB was not happy.

“We never stop,” Shultz told the would-be emigres at that dinner. “And if our
hopes are disappointed, we keep on. We think about you, we pray for you, and
we are with you. On every occasion we meet with the Soviets, we will always
bring this subject up, and they
know it. We never give up, we
never stop trying, never give
up, never give up.”
The struggle for Soviet
Jewry moved toward victory,
beginning with the March on
Washington on Dec. 6, 1987. In
1990, Operation Exodus opened
the doors to massive emigration of Soviet Jews.
In the years after his terms
as Secretary of State, those of
us who had been part of the
fight to free Soviet Jewry were
honored and privileged to
have George Shultz speak at
major
Jewish
community
events where, as Americans
and as Jews, we thanked him
for his extraordinary leadership, strength of vision, and
friendship. Even years later,
we would smile when we read
his op-ed pieces—up to and
including the essay he published in The Washington Post
in December on the occasion
of his 100th birthday, where he
wisely expounded on the virtues of trust and bipartisanship in politics and everyday living.
George P. Shultz was a Righteous Gentile and a great American statesman,
and we will remember him as such. 

SMART PHILANTHROPY

This column was originally published in The Forward in February of 2021.
Pictured: Former Secretary of State George Shultz and Dr. Steven B. Nasatir at the 1990 General
Assembly of the Council of Jewish Federations (now Jewish Federations of North America).

BY D R . S T E V E N B . N A S AT I R

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

Dr. Steven B. Nasatir is the Executive Vice Chairman
of the Jewish United Fund.

Lower your taxes while helping the community
Talk to one of our experts today about how you can make
your charitable giving simple, effective and smart.
312-357-4853 | legacy@juf.org | jufplannedgiving.com
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If you are 70 1/2 or older, you may make a tax-free
charitable contribution from your IRA to JUF.
If you are 72 or older, such distribution will count
toward your required minimum distribution.

N OT E D

CULTURE P P!

Celebrating our 18 Under 18!
Mazel tov to this year’s impressive group of 18 Under 18 honorees:

Naomi Altman

Maxwell Silverman

Zach Bromet

Avital Strauss

Samantha Feinberg

Lauren Tapper

Jayden Fogel

Amelia Tehrani

Nathan Frewen

Kaylee Zaveduk

More than 170 entertainment industry leaders have signed a unity
statement marking the launch of the Black-Jewish Entertainment
Alliance, designed to foster dialogue and mutual understanding.
The high-profile signees include Tiffany Haddish (who is Black
and Jewish), Mayim Bialik, NFL player Zach Banner (who has
emerged as a leading pro athlete voice against antisemitism), Terry
Crews, Herbie Hancock, Sharon Osbourne, and Nick Cannon (who
apologized after making antisemitic statements last year on a podcast episode).
“In the spirit of Martin Luther King Jr., Rabbi Abraham Heschel,
and the many Blacks and Jews who stood together in the fight for
civil rights, we come together to support each
other in the struggle against hatred and
bigotry,” the group’s unity statement reads.

Ziggy Gelman
Zoe Haith
Stephanie Kallish
Noa Polish
Claire Schwartz

Teen’s charity donates 3,500+ PPE and hygiene items

Sara Schwartz

When the COVID-19 pandemic began, 17-year-old Jake Draluck recognized that
many people would have trouble affording face masks. Draluck, a past Chicago
Diller Teen Fellow, had a mask supply thanks to his father, who is a doctor, but
he wanted to share the resources. For inspiration, Draluck looked to his sister
Sophie’s charity—Cycle Forward, which focuses on providing menstrual products. He then worked with five partner Chicago-area organizations—including
JUF partner EZRA—to deliver masks.
As the pandemic shifted, so did his organization’s focus. Now, in addition to
masks, he helps get sunscreen, razors, deodorant, and other toiletries into the
hands of people who need them for job interviews and daily life.
Draluck has donated 3,500+ PPE and hygiene items so far, and intends to
continue his work after the pandemic to “make sure that our most vulnerable
community members are able to stay protected.”

Leah Seidman
Emma Shimovich
Learn more about these
incredible teen leaders at
juf.org/springboard/18-Under-18.
Additionally, join Springboard on April 25
to celebrate the dynamic Chicagoarea Jewish youth community.

Pictured: Tiffany Haddish in her
Netflix standup special “Black
Mitzvah.” (Photo courtesy of
Netflix)
—Gabe Friedman, JTA

For more information, visit wegotyoualways.org.

BY THE NUMBERS

1.8 Million
Jewish Senator Bernie Sanders went viral for his cozy mittens on Inauguration
Day. In the weeks after, he created merchandise based on his new look and
raised $1.8 million for charities like Meals on Wheels, youth development
organizations, senior centers, and more in his home state of Vermont.

Paying it forward
for her colleagues
Tobi Goldfeder, LSW—the
third recipient of Nefesh
Chicago’s annual Rabbi Dr.
Frank Memorial Scholarship—
presented an unusual request before accepting her scholarship prize:
to find a way for other Chicago-area clinicians to professionally
benefit from the scholarship by using it to pay for 12 Chicagoarea clinicians to attend NEFESH International’s Annual threeday conference for mental health professionals.
Since the conference was virtual, Nefesh Chicago was also able
to offer all 12 clinicians, who volunteered on the Nefesh Chicago’s
First Responders Support Line, a one-year paid membership to
NEFESH International.
To learn more about Nefesh Chicago, visit NefeshChicago.org.
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Amanda P. Friedman

N OT E D
OFFERING BREAST CANCER
SURVIVORS MORE THAN JUST
BREAST FORMS AND BRAS.

Bar mitzvah virtual concert brings music
to those in need of healing

Open Monday – Friday & some Saturdays.
Appointments are always required for all fitting services.
*Excludes items covered by insurance.
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Since 2008, our specialists have provided solutions for the best fitting prostheses,
bras, swimsuits, apparel, hats, scarves and more. All our apparel has pockets to fit
your prosthesis. Call us today to discuss your current needs.

773.525.2228 • pattie@secondactchicago.com • secondactchicago.com
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TOV

Honoring International Women’s Month,
ALL LIFESTYLE FASHIONS ARE ON SALE! *

2768 N Lincoln Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614 (just south of Diversey)

MAZEL

Ryder Tiplitsky has used the power of music to raise over $6,000
for the Ukulele Kids Club, an organization that offers ukuleles
and music therapy to children in hospitals.
Together with bandmates Alex Peiser and Casey Tiplitsky, he
created an 18-minute concert with three songs: “Surrender” by
Cheap Trick, “Jump” by Van Halen, and “Yellow” by Coldplay.
The concert ends with a ukulele performance of “Say Sorry, Be
Sorry”—an original song based on Tiplitsky’s Torah portion.
“Like music, saying sorry and being sorry can heal you,” said
Tiplitsky, whose project has provided ukuleles to children in
Evanston Hospital so far. He is now working to help children in
more hospitals near and far—even in Israel.
For more information about the UKC, visit theukc.org.
Pictured: Ryder Tiplitsky (right) and his band, RubberBand, perform at their
Music Heals virtual concert.

UOTEWORTHY
“Key Jewish themes are often woven
into his narratives: importance of
identity and belonging, maintaining
humanity in a ruthless world, caring
for the other, and honoring the moral
obligation to do the right thing.”
—The Genesis Prize Foundation, regarding film director
Steven Spielberg, who in February won the 2021 Genesis
Prize, the award nicknamed the “Jewish Nobel.”

Joni Blinderman will become Executive Director
of The Covenant Foundation on Jan. 1, 2022.
Associate Director of the Foundation since
2006, she brings a deep understanding of
philanthropy, program design, and evaluation
to her work at the foundation. Her training in
Jewish education and communal leadership
was forged through a set of seminal experiences, including her work at The Museum of Jewish
Heritage, where she directed the groundbreaking Video
History Project of Holocaust Survivors. The Covenant Foundation
is a program of the Crown Family Philanthropies.

Rabbi Nate Crane of Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah, in
Wilmette, was recently named as a LEAP Rabbi
Samuel T. Lachs Fellow for 2020–2021. LEAP is
a joint fellowship program with the Herbert
D. Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies
at the University of Pennsylvania and Clal
– The National Jewish Center for Learning
and Leadership, a leadership training institute that aims to build bridges across communities. Bridging the worlds of the academy to
those served by rabbis, this year’s theme at the Katz
Center is America’s Jewish Questions.

	
  	
  	
  

We’ve got the

M-Factor
Our firm is a member of M Financial Group, an exclusive
network with direct access to some of the world’s
most innovative insurance options.
See what our collective power yields for:
• Life Insurance
• Employee Benefits

The Mandel Institute for Nonprofit Leadership has announced a
new cohort of its Executive Leadership Program. The 20 fellows
of Cohort III were selected from a pool of nearly 100 applicants. As
a group, they include rising leaders in the Jewish community. The
two Chicago-area fellows are Bradley Finkel and Daniel Goldwin.

• Health Insurance
• Business & Estate Planning

A Member Firm of M Financial Group

RFGinsure.com • 847.679.0700

Bradley Finkel is the Chief Operating Officer
for JCC Chicago. Prior to becoming the
COO, he served as one of the agency’s
Regional Vice Presidents and Director
of Camp Chi, the resident camp of JCC
Chicago.

Daniel Goldwin is the Executive Director for
Public Affairs for JUF, which includes the
Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC)
and JUF’s Government Affairs Department.
He joined JUF in 2018 after working at the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC) for four years as Midwest Regional
Director and Deputy Director.

Andrew Robinson • Allan Kaplan • Elliott Robinson • Jeff Simon • Dov Robinson
Securities and investment advisory services offered through M Holdings Securities, Inc. A registered broker/dealer
member and investment advisor, FINRA/SIPC. The Robinson Financial Group is independently owned and operated.
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TIRED OF
CHICAGO WINTERS?

Comic Sebastian
Maniscalco and wife
Lana Gomez headline
first-ever virtual YLD
Big Event Fundraiser

DON’T MISS THE MARK! Call Mark today! (a former 30-year Chicago resident)

Mark A. Weinberg, RRG
Broker - Salesman/M.B.A, Finance
NV Real Estate License # BS.0033714

702-493-8000 • MarkSellsVegas.com

Community comes together
to learn about racial justice
OV ER 1, 500 C
 hicago-area Jews came together for a “Racial

“Why Would You Do That?” “Aren’t You Embarrassed?” “You Bother Me.”
TH ES E A REN ’ T INS U LTS 
—they are titles of comedy specials performed

by Sebastian Maniscalco, who headlined this year’s JUF Young Leadership
Division’s first-ever virtual Big Event Fundraiser in January. At the event, the
Italian Catholic comedy star was interviewed by his Jewish wife, painter Lana
Gomez.
Seven hundred accounts Zoomed into the show, but in many cases, small
groups of friends and family watched together. Many participated from across
the U.S.—Maniscalco and his wife Zoomed from L.A. The evening—which garnered 950 donations—raised $130,000 for the 2021 JUF Annual Campaign, a
sum enhanced by The Hineini Initiative, which matched every new gift and
increase to the Annual Campaign.
DJ Matt Roan kicked off the evening. He was followed by a cocktail demo by
mixologist Devin Kidner of The Hollow Leg—who taught viewers how make a
“Sebast-GIN Martini” with the swag boxes the first 400 people to sign up received in the mail. Then came the wizardry of magician and mentalist Gary
Ferrar. Up next, Maniscalco and Gomez headlined the show. After the main
event, Maniscalco visited several Zoom break-out afterparties, some of which
highlighted various community resources.
“We look forward to YLD’s Big Event Fundraiser—it’s the largest gathering
of Jewish young adults in the country,” said Ali Karmin, 2021 YLD Campaign
Chair. “It’s times like these—when we feel isolated and alone, when there are
growing communal needs—that remind us of the very reasons JUF exists.”
“We missed the schmoozing, networking, learning, and hanging out—a lot,”
YLD Board President Marc Karlinsky agreed. “But for JUF and YLD, the show
has truly ‘gone on.’ We’ve moved programs and events online, created new

ENJOY THE SUNSHINE
OF LAS VEGAS!

programs, and kept people connected and engaged. The Big Event Fundraiser
celebrates what this organization was designed to do. And we had an unforgettable time doing it!”
The pandemic has been very personal for Karmin. As a physician’s assistant
in orthopedic surgery, she was assigned to cover a COVID unit. Seeing JUF offer meals to her and other front-line coworkers, she said, “I was blown away by
the strength of the Jewish community. There are moments in every generation
when the path we choose forges the way for generations to come. This is one
of them.”
“Now that we’ve lived through a crisis, we know things can change at a moment’s notice,” Karlinsky added. “I’m so grateful to be a part of an organization
that’s prepared, focused on providing for those in need, and here to bring us
together for good— today and always. JUF has always been my community and
an important part of who I am.”
Maniscalco showcased his usual wry mood. “I sold out Madison Square
Garden [in the past] and now I’m doing comedy from my office—my career is
really taking off,” he joked.
He also mentioned his career change “from comedian to principal” since his
children began remote learning.
“Together, we’re running a B&B and a preschool,” Gomez said.
The comic couple reminisced about their 101-degree outdoor wedding and
debated whether listening to an audiobook counts as “reading.” Arlington
Heights native Maniscalco told of attending Career Day at Northern Illinois
University in his silver formal suit, impressing no job recruiters, and so turning to comedy.
Maniscalco and Gomez spent much of the show interacting with the virtual
crowd about their pets, fashion choices, room décor, and pandemic beards.
Maniscalco also talked about the prep work he put into the evening. “I have a
degree in corporate communications, which translates right into Jewish fundraising,” he laughed. “I’ve been working my whole life for this night.” 
To learn more about YLD and how to get involved, visit juf.org/yld.
Pictured: (Top) Comedian Sebastian Maniscalco being interviewed by his wife, artist Lana
Gomez. (Bottom) Ali Karmin, 2021 YLD Campaign Chair, and YLD Board President Marc
Karlinsky hosted the 13th Annual Big Event Fundraiser. (Lower right)

Justice Day of Learning” in February. The virtual, day-long series of lively events included discussions about diversity within
the Jewish community, racism in Jewish life, white supremacy,
inclusivity, and strategies and next steps for tackling prejudice.
The events incorporated penetrating conversations, breakout
sessions, as well as beautiful moments of communal prayer and
song. Presenters included Jewish people of color, who shared
their unique experiences.
Participants even had the opportunity to pitch in and help others directly: during one popular session, volunteers heard speakers talk about the intersections of racial justice work and food insecurity—while preparing parts of a meal in their own kitchens.
Volunteers collected the food later on and dropped it off at a local
charity to help feed hungry Chicagoans that evening.
Sponsors for the Racial Justice Day of Learning included
Avodah, Jewish Council on Urban Affairs Kol Or, Chicago Board
of Rabbis, Silverstein Base Hillel, Northwestern University Hillel,
T’ruah-Chicago, Moishe House, RAC-IL, 18 Doors, JUF, Young
Leadership Division, Repair the World, University of Chicago
Hillel, and Metro Chicago Hillel.
“The goal is to raise awareness of racial injustice and to raise
awareness of the racial diversity of the Jewish community,” explained Silverstein Base Hillel’s Rabbi Megan GoldMarche, one of
the organizers of the event.
The Day “was an incredible opportunity,” explained participant Kathie Bender of Carol Stream: “The exercises of recognizing privilege and biases within ourselves and our own community will help us make everyone more welcome and inclusive
by reducing microaggressions and obstacles that we may not be
aware of.” She notes that “ripples” of awareness and action that
were set into motion by the Racial Justice Day of Learning will
have positive effects in the community long into the future.
The Day’s events kicked off with a powerful Dvar Torah by
Rabbi Dr. Schoenfeld, who noted that the Jewish ancestors described in the Torah—beginning with our forefathers and foremothers like Abraham and Sarah and going all the way up to the
Jewish prophets and Jewish leaders like King David—would today
be considered people of color. “When we work for racial justice,
we can get to know our ancestors again,” Schoenfeld explained.
“Any community that is not inclusive of people of color is not inclusive of our Jewish ancestors in the Torah.” 

EILEEN RUBENSTEIN
GOLDSTEIN AND
PAUL D. GOLDSTEIN, MD

Founders

S AV E T H E D AT E
W E D N E S D AY, S E P T E M B E R 1 , 2 0 2 1
E X MOOR C OU N T RY C L U B
Highland Park

HYDE RUSSELL, MD

Division Chief of Cardiovascular Surgery,
Co-Director of the Cardiovascular Institute, (CVI),
holder of the Owen L Coon, Chair of Cardiothoracic Surgery

BY PAU L W I E D E R | Associate Editor
BY Y V E T T E A LT M I L L E R
Yvette Alt Miller, Ph.D. lives with her family in the northern suburbs of Chicago.

14

JUF NEWS | MARCH 2021

JUF NEWS | MARCH 2021

15

For information contact
NorthShore University HealthSystem
Foundation (847) 926-5003 or
foundation.northshore.org/mrw

COMMUNITY

Visionary female leaders
working together for good
MA RC H 8 is International Women’s Day, which is

dedicated to the importance of championing equal
rights and opportunity for women. It’s also a day to
celebrate the leaders in our own community who
bring passion, focus, and fortitude to their work
every day. In Chicago’s Jewish community, we are
uplifted by so many fierce female leaders working
together for good, while inspiring the next generation. We’re proud to bring you the words of five
incredible women— the leaders of JUF’s largest
affiliated agencies and the women who hold the
top lay leadership positions at JUF. They are each
united in their commitment to and gratitude for
the communities they serve. 
BY E L I Z A B E T H A B R A M S
Elizabeth Abrams is the Assistant Vice President
of Communications for the Jewish United Fund.

Kim Shwachman
General Campaign Chair, JUF
What advice would you give to young people becoming leaders now?
There has never been a better time to get involved.
Bring your ideas and your passion, but be empathetic and listen to others. Immerse yourself in the
work. Get out there to really hear and experience
the stories of where the needs are. I think, ultimately, it’s about stretching yourself and getting
out of your comfort zone. You may think something “isn’t you,” but there is no telling what you
can achieve if you remain open to the possibilities.
If you aren’t yet involved, the next time you are invited to participate—say, “yes.” Even if you are not
100% sure it’s for you, just jump in—and you will
never look back with regret.
1

PHOTOS
1. Kim Shwachman (center) with students from
the Ben Tzvi Elementary School in Kiryat Gat, one
of the schools that participated in JUF’s Israel
Children’s Zone education initiative.
2. From left to right: Addie Goodman (center)
pictured with JCC Chicago board and team
members Edward Atkins, M.D, Immediate Past
Chair, Board of Directors; and Brad Finkel, Chief
Operating Officer, at the groundbreaking of the
Atkins Family Health Center at Camp Chi in Lake
Delton, WI. (Photo credit: JCC Chicago)
3. Karen Teitelbaum, President and CEO of Sinai
Chicago.
4. Pam Szokol (right) with Dana Hirt in JUF’s
partnership region in Israel, packing bags of
food with SAHI, a JUF-supported nonprofit
organization.
5. Stacey Shor and Scott Cupper, Director of Office
Administration, review the plans for the new JCFS
Chicago Seigle Campus in Skokie, set open this
spring. (Photo credit: JCFS Chicago)
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What gives you hope when you look at Jewish
life today?
I feel hopeful and optimistic. I see young Jewish
families choosing Jewish playgroups and Jewish
preschools and I know we are building community
and securing our Jewish future. I see many young
people choosing to get involved, giving of their
time and resources to make things better. I am
filled with hope that when our world was turned
on its ear during the pandemic, people wanted to
help. I am inspired because during the pandemic
JUF was able to turn on a dime and respond by
pushing critically needed dollars out to our agencies so they could serve their clients in this crisis.
Our resilience and determination to care for one
another fills me with so much pride and tremendous hope for our future.

3

2

Karen Teitelbaum
President & CEO, Sinai Chicago

Addie Goodman
President & CEO, JCC Chicago
Who in your own life has inspired you?
As the single child of a single mother, I appreciated my mother’s can-do approach to life. She got
her master’s degrees while teaching full time, installed parquet floors and a mirrored wall (it was
the ‘80s), and could always fit one more thing in a
suitcase. She had incredible grit and determination, and when I was a young mother she instilled
in me an innate understanding that I could do all
the things I wanted do, and more.
Those who have come before you have helped
pave the way for your leadership. How would you
like to see the next generation pay it forward?
Women leaders are role models for both women
and for men. As a working parent with a daughter and three sons, demonstrating the power and
impact of women in the workforce has been a
constant in our home. While they may comment
about my hours and how hard I work, I want them
to see and recognize that reality. Our kids are
growing up in a much less hierarchal society and
are more open to the thinking that anyone can accomplish anything. As a community and country,
I see us moving toward a society that recognizes the person and their contributions being less
about gender and more about capability.

Where do you find inspiration?
Working for Sinai Chicago is so meaningful.
Everybody here is important. The transporters,
the people passing food, the case management
workers—every single person makes a difference.
Every donor who showed support this past year
inspires me. This includes children who made get
well cards for patients who could not have loved
ones with them, people who delivered meals for
caregivers, the person who helped with dry cleaning for health care workers, and people who donated miles so our frontline workers could stay
in hotels rather than risk bringing the virus home
during the early days of the pandemic. JUF purchased PPE—beyond what we had—for every single person who works in the hospital.
When you look at our community, what makes
you hopeful?
This year, we saw so many examples of how people stepped up. We saw tremendous generosity.
Sinai serves the most vulnerable in Chicago. This
is what we do as Jews—tikkun olam. Helping our
brothers and sisters is in our roots. This is who
Sinai Chicago is, this is how we started. Our DNA
has not changed since our founding 100 years ago.

Pam Szokol
JUF Board Chair

Stacey Shor
President/CEO, JCFS Chicago

What drives you in your work for the community?
I am inspired by the opportunity to be a part of
evolving change—the environment we are working in, the way services and essentials are distributed to people who need them, and how we, as
an organization, are looking for opportunities to
grow our impact. When I listen to the next generation, and how passionate they are about Jewish
life, I feel so much hope and a great sense of pride
in the values of our Jewish community and seeing
the roots continue to grow. We need to keep expanding the roots of this tree.

Who has inspired you?
I am very inspired by my cousin, who has developmental disabilities. He is the most social, most
engaged person I know. I am inspired that he has
built a community around him. I see what he can
do and what a community can do. This is a big part
of our work at JCFS Chicago.
The thing that always inspires me about the work
is connecting people who want to help with people
who need help. The work is hard. Between staff,
donors, board members, volunteers, and partners
in the community, it’s truly remarkable how people
step up for people they don’t even know.

4

What is your advice to people looking to make the
world a better place?
There are lots of ways to lead and lots of ways you
can help. It doesn’t have to be your career that allows you to make your community what you want
it to be. You have to be able to marry the ideas of
passion and vision, but to do it in a way that brings
other people in versus shutting people out. That’s
the way to lead.
5

What are your hopes for the next generation?
I have been blessed to work with many outstanding community leaders, all of whom share a true
sense of passion and responsibility. I am hopeful
that the next generation will rival this and address
the myriad challenges ahead with renewed energy, imagination, dedication, and with a mindset of
inclusion.

JUF launches new partnership with Bonfire
JUF IS EXCITEDto partner with Bonfire, a talent

Through this initiative, participants will:

accelerator platform that provides women on the
rise with the tools and skills necessary to advance
to the next level.
This virtual professional development cohort
experience is for women, ages 27–35, who are highly focused, committed, and motived in their career.
A JUF Bonfire woman is not only looking to grow
professionally, but also to plant roots in the Jewish
community, build connections and give back.
This partnership serves as more than just an opportunity for growth.

• Gain a network of like-minded professional
women in the Chicago area.
• Have access to exclusive JUF networking, programming, and workshop opportunities.
• Complete self-led professional development
modules designed for optimum engagement
and accountability.
• Receive six months of access to Bonfire’s digital
platform, which includes 30+ hours of content,
programming, and more.

With the program scheduled to launch in April,
interested women must apply to be considered for
the cohort. The cost to participate is $150 per seat.
Do you or someone you know fit this description? Pass the message along! 
Visit juf.org/bonfire to apply today.
For questions or additional information, please
contact Sally Kudert at SallyKudert@juf.org.
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JUF COVID-19 Initiative Funding
Continued

LOCAL
ISRA EL

AGEN C IES

TOTAL AWARDS

The ARK
ATT
Bikur Cholim Chicago
Chai Lifeline
CJE SeniorLife
Common Pantry
Dina & Eli Field EZRA Multi-Service Center
Food and Chesed Collaborative
Hatzalah Chicago
Holocaust Community Services
JCC Chicago
JCFS Chicago
Jewish Funders Network
JPRO RISE Initiative
JUF Early Childhood Collaborative
JUF Undergraduate/Trade School Scholarships
Keshet
Libenu
Maot Chitim
OROT
PCs for People
Rabbinic Discretionary Fund
REACH
Selfhelp Home
SHALVA
Sinai Health System
South Suburban Food Needs
United Way Food Collaborative
Yachad
Elder Support in JUF P2G
Fund for Advancement of Minorities in Israel
Lachish and Shafir Education - Laptops
SAHI Food Assistance
United Hatzalah - PPE
TOTAL AGENCIES
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TOTAL $$
GRANTED

EMERGENCY
FINANCIAL AID

FOOD
ASSISTANCE

HEALTH
& SAFETY

EXTRAORDINARY
SOCIAL SERVICES

COMMUNITY
STABILITY

$19,096,615

$6,736,600

$2,638,250

$4,370,650

$2,158,400

$3,192,715

$1,459,500
$75,000
$25,000
$75,000
$2,073,750
$25,000
$1,078,700
$780,000
$125,000
$700,000
$1,052,500
$3,240,400
$838,715
$25,000
$395,000
$100,000
$165,900
$150,000
$250,000
$30,000
$250,000
$771,850
$15,000
$110,000
$114,500
$1,605,000
$30,000
$300,000
$70,000

$1,185,000



$325,000

$409,950


$700,000
$268,000
$2,390,000



$100,000
$30,000
$50,000



$771,850


$85,000



$40,000

$274,500



$260,000
$25,000
$603,750
$780,000










$250,000







$30,000
$300,000






$1,186,250

$65,000

$125,000

$407,000
$380,000

$25,000


$135,900
$80,000





$110,000
$29,500
$855,000


$30,000



$25,000
$75,000
$302,500





$112,500
$470,400


$60,000


$20,000

$30,000
$250,000

$15,000


$750,000





$75,000








$265,000

$838,715

$335,000















$48,000
$80,000
$12,000
$35,000
$25,000








$80,000

$35,000




$12,000

$25,000

$48,000











$16,130,815

$6,354,800

$2,638,250

$3,465,650

$2,158,400

$1,513,715

TOTAL CAMPS

EA RLY CH ILDH OOD

JUF COVID-19 Initiative Funding

The strength of the JUF Annual Campaign is what has enabled JUF to marshal the means to help so many in this time of crisis. With your continued support, Jewish Chicago will come through this challenging time more resilient,
more generous, and more grateful than ever to come together for good.

Beth Tikvah Congregation Early Childhood Center
BJBE Early Childhood Program at the Chava Center
BJE
The Childrenz Center
Congregation Beth Shalom Early Learning Center
Gan Shalom Early Childhood Center
Glasser Preschool of Oak Park Temple
Har Zion Early Childhood Center
JCYS
JRC Early Childhood Center
Moadon Kol Chadash - Gan Gani
Moriah Early Childhood Center
Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Preschool (NSS Beth El)
Shaarei Chinuch Day School Early Childhood
Sinai Preschool
Torah Academy of Buffalo Grove - Early Childhood
TOTAL EARLY CHILDHOOD

DAY SC HOO LS

served as a lifeline for tens of thousands of people impacted by the pandemic
and for the institutions that help make Jewish Chicago so strong and vibrant.
To date, JUF has distributed $19.1 million in COVID-19 Initiative emergency
grants through 83 partner agencies and 66 synagogues—funds that are above
and beyond JUF’s regular annual allocations.

Akiba-Schechter Jewish Day School
Arie Crown Hebrew Day School
Bais Yaakov Girls High School
Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School
Cheder Lubavitch
Chicago Jewish Day School
Fasman Yeshiva High School
Hannah Sacks Bais Yaakov
Hillel Torah Day School
Ida Crown Jewish Academy
Joan Dachs Bais Yaakov-Yeshivas Tiferes Tzvi
Lubavitch Girls High School of Chicago
Rochelle Zell Jewish High School
Shaarei Adirim
Solomon Schechter Day School
Telshe Yeshiva Chicago
Yeshiva Eitz Chaim (Schnell School)
Yeshiva Ohr Boruch
Yeshivas Ohr Eliyahu Lubavitch Mesivta of Chicago
Yeshivas Meor Hatorah-Chicago
TOTAL DAY SCHOOLS

YOUTH

TH RO UG H O U T T H E L A ST Y E A R , JUF and our family of agencies have

CAMP S

Our community’s lifeline in action

Agudah/Bnos Ma'arava
B'nai B'rith Beber Camp
Camp Moshava
Camp Nageela Midwest
Camp Ramah
Camp Tavor
OSRUI
Yeshivas HaKayitz
Young Judaea

BBYO
NCSY
NFTY
USY
Micro Grant Pool
TOTAL YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

TOTAL $$
GRANTED

EMERGENCY
FINANCIAL AID

FOOD
ASSISTANCE

HEALTH
& SAFETY

EXTRAORDINARY
SOCIAL SERVICES

COMMUNITY
STABILITY

$85,000
$135,000
$44,000
$44,000
$130,000
$25,000
$185,000
$45,000
$42,000









































$85,000
$135,000
$44,000
$44,000
$130,000
$25,000
$185,000
$45,000
$42,000

$735,000

-

-

-

-

$735,000

$11,256
$22,836
$48,090
$13,490
$10,698
$34,061
$13,909
$13,662
$191,891
$11,954
$30,729
$51,662
$24,395
$12,234
$15,584
$349

$10,000
$14,600
$34,200
$10,000
$10,000
$23,800
$10,000
$10,800
$151,000
$10,000
$23,400
$38,400
$15,600
$10,000
$10,000



















$1,256
$8,236
$13,890
$3,490
$698
$10,261
$3,909
$2,862
$40,891
$1,954
$7,329
$13,262
$8,795
$2,234
$5,584
$349



































$506,800

$381,800

-

$125,000

-

-

$37,500
$67,500
$122,082
$117,500
$37,500
$155,000
$85,605
$82,046
$67,500
$162,696
$75,000
$80,267
$155,000
$10,675
$162,500
$86,050
$8,897
$37,500
$55,605
$23,577











































$37,500
$67,500
$30,000
$30,000
$37,500
$67,500
$30,000
$30,000
$67,500
$67,500
$75,000
$30,000
$67,500

$75,000
$30,000
$8,897
$37,500


























$92,082
$87,500

$87,500
$55,605
$52,046

$95,196

$50,267
$87,500
$10,675
$87,500
$56,050


$55,605
$23,577

$1,630,000

-

-

$780,000

-

$850,000

$15,000
$18,000
$16,000
$15,000
$30,000

























$15,000
$18,000
$16,000
$15,000
$30,000

$94,000

-

-

-

-

$94,000
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Catering to the new reality
KOS H ER CAT ERING J O B S for large gatherings are scarce when large gath-

erings themselves are not “kosher” during the pandemic. But the kosher caterers who serve Chicago have been resilient and creative.
“When event catering reached a standstill,” said Linda Neiman, president of
Zelda’s Catering, “we had to act quickly and creatively,” to maintain their staff.
“We also understood that people across the community were falling into sudden crises of their own.”
For years, Zelda’s has provided meals for the JUF Uptown Cafe—upwards of
18,000 annually. Since the pandemic prevented clients from visiting the Cafe,
Zelda’s began packaging the clients’ meals to go. “We truly love the Cafe, and
are proud of our partnership,” Neiman said.
Zelda’s has also provided holiday meals statewide through Chabad, participated in projects for synagogues, and launched two new anti-hunger partnerships. “Being able to multiply our charitable work during the pandemic, in
ways that will persist after it, has been gratifying,” she said.
Zelda’s largest effort has been its introduction of At Your Table! restaurant-style takeout meals, “created by the same chefs, using the same proprietary recipes,” she said. At Your Table’s new website will allow for nationwide
shipping.
Other kosher caterers have similarly retooled. “We have shifted to delivery and takeout,” noted Stephanie Harris, general manager of The Sandwich
Club. “We have always done parties, weddings, and bar and bat mitzvahs.
Now, we have made deliveries as far as Kenosha,” an hour away from its Skokie
location.
“We have an updated menu. We added some new wraps, a new burger, and
gluten-free items,” she said. “Plus, for the first time in 20 years, we built a patio.
It adds 24 seats, at socially distant tables.”
In some cases, takeout menus became Shabbat-in-a-box options. Rabbi David
Segal, of Goldman Segal Kosher Caterers, is proud of the variety of Shabbat
boxes the company offers: “We started making Shabbat boxes—at first for four, then for
two, now for one. Some are bi-weekly, but
we are working toward weekly. The cuisine
changes every week; we have done Mexican,
Chinese, and Southern Shabbat meals, for
example.”
“We have about 250 people who we regularly deliver Shabbat boxes to,” he said. “This
is a service to people who are shut in— both
older people and younger families. We are
trying to reinvent ourselves, but as we see
more places opening up, we feel things are
moving in a positive direction,” he added.
Michael Kirschner’s Starr Kosher
Catering/Chicago Tailgators also provides
Shabbat-in-a-box packages, often to those
in need. They provide 100 deliveries twice a
month, to clients of various organizations, he reported. “They can’t have them
come in, to feed [their clients], so we deliver.” They provided similar meals for
Purim, and will do the same for Passover.
Additionally, he said, “We have always done school lunches,” but now it’s one
of the company’s few regular sources of income.

Yet another source is distribution of produce—specifically, that of lettuce.
Because it can contain insects, lettuce must be meticulously checked to pass
kosher certification. As this is a laborious process, Kirschner has—since the onset of the pandemic—had his mashgiach (kosher consultant) inspect lettuce for
others. “We provide lettuce for a grocery store, three restaurants, and a wholesaler. And it’s a mitzvah we do for certain organizations.”
Kirschner is also sensitive to the impact the pandemic is having on his own
customers: “The hardest part is when people have a simcha, and they just want
to be with their friends and families.”
Still, he is hopeful about the impact of mass vaccinations. “Once they get the
shots out, business will jump back,” he predicted, adding, “We need to get back
to work.” 

Chicago’s other kosher caterers are very much open for business and include
Circle Chicago Catering, GR8 Event, Tables of Elegance, The Great Chicago Food
& Beverage Company, and Shallots Bistro.
BY PAU L W I E D E R | Associate Editor

Your Dollars Do
So Much Good

Community members
invited to submit
nominations for JUF/
Federation Board
M EM BERS OF THE JEWISH COM M UNITY are invited to suggest names of qualified individuals to fill vacancies on the Jewish
Federation Board of Directors. Qualities sought in Board members include a comprehensive concern and understanding of the
needs of the Jewish community; a record of JUF campaign contributions in accordance with the individual’s abilities; knowledge of and activity in Jewish life; experience and ability necessary for Federation work; and a commitment to devote the time
necessary to board meetings, committee work, and campaign
responsibilities.
New directors will be elected at the Federation’s 121st Annual
Meeting. Federation directors also serve as directors on the
Board of the Jewish United Fund. Wendy A. Berger is Chair of the
2021 Nominating Committee. 

Suggestions for nominees should be submitted to Audra Berg at the
Jewish Federation at AudraBerg@juf.org, no later than March 19.

“When I was sick and
needed a cure, you gave
me my life back.”
—Cancer survivor treated
at Mount Sinai Hospital

When event
catering reached
a standstill,
we had to act
quickly and
creatively.
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Thanks to you, JUF has provided
$4.4 million for PPE and
health & safety upgrades at
Jewish agencies and schools.

$1,300 delivers a HEPA filter for classroom
COVID safety compliance.

$125 supplies one month of blood pressure
medication for a Jewish senior in need.

The staff at Zelda’s Catering, preparing wraps for clients of the JUF Uptown Cafe.

$80 provides a box of N95 masks for
frontline workers.
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Coping in Chicago
Local Jewish organizations offer help to struggling young adults
O N E I N F I VE young adults in the Chicago area feels lonely and is having a

tough time coping during the pandemic, according to a survey conducted in
2020 by the Brandeis Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies.
The 1,569 overall responses—of which 346 were from young adults age 21–40—
painted a picture of pandemic life. The survey confirmed what Jewish communal leaders have been hearing from national conversations: The young adult
population is not coping as well as other age groups, is lonelier, and is less likely
to feel part of a community, whether virtual or local. That was a call to action
for the community.
The light in the darkness for many young adults was feeling connected to the
Jewish community, both locally and worldwide. When the results showed that
75% of people felt more connected by having access to a virtual community,
local organizations sprang into action to help keep their spirits afloat.
JUF’s Young Leadership Division started connecting people to resources,
beginning with a JCFS Chicago support group for young adults who were furloughed. The group setting was helpful to the many people who expressed “concerns of loneliness, isolation, and not being able to be with family and friends,”
said Lauren Silverman, YLD Senior Young Adult Engagement Associate. YLD
has connected those seeking help with mental health, career counseling, and
financial resources to the correct places.
“We’re trying to increase our community’s awareness of opportunities that
exist, and fill in the gaps in terms of programming,” Silverman said. “In the past,
young people who did need mental health support or career support weren’t
turning to JUF or the Jewish community. Now that we’ve seen such increased
numbers, we want to remind people that JUF and the Jewish community are
supports that they can turn to.”
Other Jewish organizations like OneTable and Silverstein Base Hillel are
stepping up to help young adults form social connections and take care of their
mental health.
“Before COVID, we thought Shabbat dinner should include at least five
people, and now we’ve lifted that restriction entirely,” said Al Rosenberg,
OneTable’s Chief Strategy Officer. OneTable, which is designed to help young
adults create a meaningful Shabbat practice, now offers options for hosting
dinners with roommates, inviting people virtually, and attending socially distanced events. When asked, “How can I be part of the community while being
alone?,” Rosenberg and others created materials for a Solo Shabbat.
“A lot of people are using the Solo Shabbat time to remind themselves that
many other Jews use Friday night for Shabbat, and they’re doing it in a community even when they’re alone,” Rosenberg said. Between traditional prayers,
participants are asked to brainstorm ideas for self-care, reflection, and plans
to contact others. OneTable has also worked with the Blue Dove Foundation on
the creation of a broader mental health guide to “turn the Shabbat dinner table
to a place of powerful conversation, cut the small talk, and create a community
of mutual care.”
Rabbi Megan GoldMarche of Silverstein Base Hillel is also fostering a community of care. She has created cohort classes for individuals and couples and
peer-facilitated chavurot (social groups) to “make a space where people feel like
they have a community,” she said.
In addition to the social interaction and intellectual stimulation participants
get from the meetings, GoldMarche checks in with people frequently, especially if they live alone. “I try to encourage people to be real and vulnerable if
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Chicago Jewish Preschool Finder!
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This website features a snapshot of each preschool
with key facts, personalized support for families via our Preschool
Concierge and access to a tuition discount with JUF Right Start.
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The mortgage expert you trust
they’re having a hard day, to
take time to talk to each other
and look each other in the eye,
and build human connections,”
she said.
For these agencies and many more,
YLD Director Elyse Saretsky offers a
clear message: “The pandemic has taught us
that we have a place in the mental health space. It’s important for us to reach young Jewish adults in our community—not just for fun
programs and educational opportunities, but also to help them when they need
support.” 
For more information, visit brandeis.edu/cmjs/research/resilient-communities/
index.html.
Pictured: (Top) Volunteers packed Rosh Hashanah bags for young adults with JUF’s Young
Leadership Division, Repair the World, OneTable, and Silverstein Base Hillel. (Bottom) Young adults
attend a Silverstein Base Hillel program of socially distant sukkah decorating and Torah study.

BY M I C H E L L E CO H E N | Staff Writer

• 30 years of lending experience
• Competitive low rates and fees

• Wide array of loan programs
• Solutions for high net worth clients

Contact Abby for your home purchase and refinance needs.
a b by p o l in
Vice President of Residential Lending
M: 312-607-2229
O: 847-239-7807

abby.polin@dkmortgage.com
www.dkmortgage.com/polin

400 Skokie Blvd. Suite 100
Northbrook, IL 60062

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
Abby J. Polin (IL:31.0012095 NMLS:49492) is an agent of Draper and Kramer Mortgage Corp. (IL:MB.0004263 NMLS:2551) an Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee located at 1431 Opus Place, Suite 200, Downers Grove, IL 60515. Telephone 630-376-2100. Regulated by IDFPR located at 100 W. Randolph, 9th Floor, Chicago, IL
60601. Telephone 312-814-4500. Copyright © 2019 Draper and Kramer Mortgage Corp. All Rights Reserved. 02260-05 12/19 * Based on the 30-year fixed-rate mortgage average as of 12/26/2019. Source: https://fred.stlouisfed.org/graph/?g=NUh
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See how senior living is meant to be.

COMMUNITY

From the moment you walk in...

You’re home!

On the town
RJD Tu B’Shvat Cooking Competition

a Jewish Senior Living Community
INDEPENDENT LIVING
COMMUNITY FOR ACTIVE
JEWISH SENIORS

1

In late January, JUF’s Russian Jewish Division hosted a virtual cooking competition in partnership with J-Life Chicago to celebrate
Tu B’Shvat. Four competitors and nine audience members attended the virtual event. They received a list of suggested Tu B’Shvatrelated foods to include in their dishes. Dishes were judged by featured chefs Stephanie Goldfarb and Vlad Briantsev. The event also
featured a fun and interactive Jewish educational component led
by Rabbi Yaakov Frankiel of J-Life Chicago. To watch the recording
of the virtual event, please visit juf.org/RJDtubshvat.
1. Judges and featured chefs Stephanie Goldfarb and Vlad Briantsev
take a look at the participant’s culinary creations.

2

3

Women’s Board Mind, Body & Soul Series—
Program 2

Birchwood Plaza focuses on your special
needs at one of the most important times
in your life.

During the first week of February, the Women’s Board hosted the
second program in their Mind, Body & Soul Series. It highlighted
the importance of fueling your body with nutritional food as well
as stretches and movements to open your muscles and joints. Over
100 women attended and learned from speakers Lindsay Meltzer,
founder and creator of Bright Bowls, and Pam Tomlinson, Physical
Therapist and Owner of PT2.

We offer:

2 & 3. Check out our featured speakers’ incredible businesses.

Grand Event

4

In February, the Women’s Board and Women’s City Council hosted a moderated conversation with Joanna Teplin and Clea Shearer,
founders of The Home Edit, stars of a hit Netflix series, and authors
of two New York Times bestseller books. Hundreds of women attended, and many stayed after the event to schmooze with buyers
from The Container Store.

• 24-Hour Nursing Care

• Alzheimer’s Care

• Medication Administered

• Memory Care

• Therapy & Rehabilitation

• Hospice Care

• Skilled Care

• Complete Social,
Cultural & Educational
Calendar of Events

• Intermediate Care Services
• Assisted Living
• Respite Care

• Delicious Kosher Cuisine

All in a caring and nurturing environment!

4. Suzie Golub, Women’s City Council Grand Event Chair.
5. Pictured from left: Amy Lowenstein, Women’s Board Grand Event
Chair; Clea Shearer and Joanna Teplin, founders of The Home Edit,
stars of a hit Netflix series, and bestselling authors.

Supervised
Kosher Dining
Social Events
Inspirational Classes
Cultural Outings
Vibrant Environment
On-site Caregiver Agency
On-site Physical and
Occupational Therapy options


• Studios, 1 and 2 Bedrooms
• Furnished and Unfurnished Apartments
• Short and Long Term Apartment Rentals.
Starting at $1,840.

Call Elly Bauman, Executive Director to
schedule a tour.
6840 N. Sacramento Ave., Chicago, IL 60645
773-465-6700 • www.Park-Plaza.org

3DUN3OD]DLVSURXGO\RZQHGE\1RUWKZHVW+RPHIRUWKH$JHGDQRQSUR¿W

Discourse into Action: Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion

5

The Women’s City Council hosted their Spring Outreach Event that
explored how we can help bring about racial healing in our communities. The evening featured Dr. Franklin N. Cosey-Gay, Executive
Director, Chicago Center for Youth Violence Prevention; Pastor
Chris Harris, Senior Pastor at Bright Start Church of God in Christ
& CEO of BSCO, Inc.; Marion Malcome, licensed clinical social
worker; and Dominique Turner, CEO of Chicago Scholars.

WISHING OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
A HEALTHY AND HAPPY PASSOVER!
1426 W. BIRCHWOOD AVE., CHICAGO, IL 60626
(Birchwood Ave. at Sheridan Road)

To schedule an appointment or for a free brochure,
please phone 773-274-4405.
Abraham M. Schiffman, Administrator
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Expressing Jewish identity via
words, painting—and puppets
March 2021 marks the second
consecutive year in which Passover
Seder tables will be notably
underpopulated as a consequence
of the COVID pandemic. And it’s a
good bet that even the arrival of that
much anticipated guest—the prophet
Elijah—might be met with a certain
degree of anxiety, even if he has been
vaccinated and is fully masked.
Yet despite a sadly reduced guest
count, the story of the Israelites’
liberation from slavery in Egypt
will continue to be recounted
with a reading of the Haggadah.
(My favorite edition, first published
in 1974, is filled with vivid, richly
theatrical watercolor illustrations by
Leonard Baskin.) The four cups of
wine will still be poured, the matzah
and bitter herbs will still be eaten, and
the traditional songs will still be sung.
In addition, when not engaged in all
those familiar rituals of the Seder,
there will also be time to celebrate
the work of Jewish writers, visual
artists, and performers. Here is a
sampler for March.
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A new Chicago gallery showcases
contemporary artists
Given the ever-shifting protocols for public spaces this past year, any plan to open a vast new art
gallery—envisioned as a showcase of mid-career
and emerging artists in many mediums—might
have seemed a bit cursed. But the indomitable
all-female team behind Springboard Arts Chicago,
a 4,500-square-foot, state-of-the-art gallery at 1910
W. North Ave. in the Wicker Park neighborhood,
made all the necessary pivots, including visits by
appointment and a virtual tour of the space itself.
And they have just opened their second exhibition of the season, “Momentum” (running March
1–May 24), in which a number of the featured artists—including Beth Shadur, Ellen Holtzblatt, Lisa
Levin, and Linda Emmerman—are Jewish.
At first glance, Shadur’s work looks like collage;
but look more closely and you realize they are vivid watercolors that use collage-like images. The
paintings now at Springboard, created thanks

Jewish writers of the 20th century
By any measure, the 20th century was a time
of monumental catastrophe and remarkable
achievement for the world’s Jews—from the pogroms in the Russian Empire that drove waves of
immigrants to flee to the U.S. in the early decades,
to the unparalleled obliteration of millions in the Holocaust, to the establishment of the state of Israel in
1948, to the formidable cultural
and scientific contributions
of several post-war generations in the U.S.
In his aptly titled new
book, The Blessing and the
Curse: The Jewish People and
Their Books in the Twentieth
Century (W.W. Norton &
4
Company), the literary critic
and poet Adam Kirsch traces
those dramatic historical and social events by examining the work of a
cross-section of the most influential novelists,
poets, playwrights, diarists, and other “thinkers”
who, in one way or another, carried on the tradition of “the people of the book.”

2

to an Illinois Arts Council grant, are the result of
what she calls her National Park Project and suggest maps of the parks she visited and “the pristine
environments considered sacred by First Nation
people, and man’s impact on these spaces.”
The Jewish aspect of her work? “Tikkun olam,
Hebrew for ‘repair of the world,’” she said. “My
parents were always activists (my father was a
federal judge), and I want my art to follow in that
tradition.”
Holtzblatt’s work comes in the form of a series of
richly atmospheric seascape and landscape paintings—oils on paper and linen. “They were inspired
by many different places I’ve visited, including a
beautiful two-week residency in Iceland,” she said.
“I tend not to work directly from Jewish themes
(although I’ve done a series of woodcuts about
Noah and the flood), but I see these paintings symbolically as the story of creation.” 
For details about in-person and virtual gallery visits,
go to springboardarts.com.

Kirsch has divided his book into four major
sections, each of which explores the changes that
occurred over time, and the shifting “homes” of
the world’s Jewish population. He begins with
“Europe: The Future Disappears,” which opens
with a look at the work of the highly controversial
Austro-Hungarian writer Arthur Schnitzler,
who dealt with both sexuality and antisemitism. He then moves on to
Franz Kafka, Isaac Babel, and the
diaries of both Victor Klemperer
(a convert to Protestantism who
chronicled his perilous existence in Germany throughout
the Nazi regime), and Anne
Frank.
Next comes “America: At
Home in Exile,” which focuses
on such familiar writers (none of
whom experienced the Holocaust
horrors directly) as Delmore
Schwartz, Alfred Kazin, Saul Bellow,
Bernard Malamud, Philip Roth, Grace Paley,
Cynthia Ozick, and Tony Kushner. And it is followed by “Israel: Life in a Dream,” which looks
at the work of writers in Hebrew—from Nobel
Prize-winner S.Y. Agnon, to the diary of the heroic young Hannah Sanesh, and on to the conflicted
souls of S. Yizhar, Amos Oz, David Grossman, and
A.B. Yehoshua.
The book’s final section, “Making Judaism
Modern,” is a collection of Kirsch’s thought-provoking essays about the work of seven writers
(including scholars, philosophers, and rabbis),
who, in their many different ways, all deal with
the notion of Jewish identity and the dramatic
challenges it has faced, and continues to face. And
Kirsch poses these crucial questions: “After all the
enormous, universal transformations wrought by
modern secularism and nationalism, how could
Jews in the 20th century continue to believe the
same thing in the same way that their ancestors
did? But if they didn’t, what did it mean to call
themselves Jews?” 

5

A tale of Yiddish puppet theater
My brother recently sent me a link to a fascinating story, “The Life and Death of a Yiddish
Puppet Theater,” which he found on the internet. Written by Eddy Portnoy (and published in
the Smithsonian Center for Folklife & Cultural
Heritage’s digital magazine, which often collaborates with YIVO), it chronicles the history
of a groundbreaking puppet theater that began
in New York in 1925 and toured the U.S. into the
1930s. 
Read the story at bit.ly/YiddishPuppets.
BY H E DY W E I S S
Hedy Weiss, a longtime Chicago arts
critic, was the Theater and Dance Critic
for the Chicago Sun-Times from 1984
to 2018, and currently writes for WTTWTV’s website and contributes to the Chicago
Tonight program. (Photo: Rich Hein)

PHOTOS
1. Beth Shadur’s painting At Attention. (Photo credit: Tom Van Eynd)
2. Ellen Holtzblatt’s painting After Light. (Photo credit: Doug Birkenheuer)
3. The Blessing and the Curse: The Jewish People and Their Books in the Twentieth Century, by Adam Kirsch.
4. Literary critic and poet Adam Kirsch. (Photo credit: Miranda Sita)
5. A groundbreaking Yiddish puppet theater began in New York in 1925. (Photo credit: YIVO)
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Virtual JCC Chicago
Jewish Film Festival
runs March 5–June 6
H OW DO YOU continue to excite the imagination, inspire re-

Your therapy
program deserves
individual attention
Discover Dobson Plaza’s innovative
approach to restoring or enhancing
functional independence.
Dobson Plaza offers post hospital and restorative therapy
to increase mobility and independence, so you can return
to a more active lifestyle. Led by a team of experienced
professionals in Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapies,
Dobson Plaza therapy programming is designed to achieve,
restore, or maintain the best possible physical well-being for
those requiring therapy and rehabilitation.

flection and conversation, and provide opportunities to engage
and connect to the Jewish community in a year that has challenged us all? That’s a challenge the organizers took very seriously when planning the second virtual iteration of the JCC Chicago
Jewish Film Festival this spring.
From March through early June, the festival will present six
films over six weekends. The Festival includes comedies, dramas,
and a documentary, from around the world, with a focus on protagonists who stand up for their beliefs. Films will feature Dame
Judi Dench, Lainie Kazan, Joseph Bologna, and Moshe Dayan’s
family. Additionally, there will be post-film exclusive Q&As with
the filmmakers.
Having recently wrapped up a three-week Fall Film festival,
two Social Justice Film Series, and a Virtual Film Library that
has engaged over 10,000 people across Illinois this year, the JCC
Chicago Jewish Film Festival screening committee has found the
sweet spot for choosing their film line-up. “Out of the 150–200
films we typically screen each year, we curate the festival, choosing those films deemed to have the most potential for impact
in terms of entertaining, educating, and inspiring connection
to Jewish identity and community,” said Ilene Uhlmann, JCC
Chicago Jewish Film Festival Director.
The JCC Chicago Jewish Film Festival—which is part of a yearlong initiative of community connection through film that has
taken place every March for the past eight years—has not missed
a beat despite film production and theater shutdowns during the
pandemic. The J has found that one of the silver linings of the

pandemic is that virtual programming permeates the geographical boundaries that present a challenge to in-person programming in an area as large as metropolitan Chicago. Additionally, it
has provided access for those who are mobility challenged.
“The virtual platform provides an opportunity for inclusivity,
so that all who are interested are able to participate,” Uhlmann
said. “We have heard from so many people outside of the core
community who are excited and grateful for this opportunity
and for the exposure to these kinds of films, which they would
not ordinarily have had.” 
All six films will be presented on a virtual platform, providing the
audience the opportunity to view them at their convenience over a
72-hour period from 9 a.m. on the first day to 11:45 p.m. on the last day.
The first film will be streaming Friday, March 5–Sunday, March 7.
The cost will be $15/film. Festival passes may be pre-purchased for $75
(allowing access to all six films) or $45 (to stream four films). This is a
limited-time offer. Exclusive, interactive conversations with filmmakers, authors and experts will be offered throughout the Festival.
Complete details and film access are available at jccfilmfest.org.
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Pictured: JCC Chicago Jewish Film Festival films Six Minutes to Midnight
and Dayan: The First Family.

BY J I L L K A H A N
Jill Kahan is the Program Marketing Manager for JCC Chicago.

Dobson Plaza also offers Memory Care assistance in a warm,
homey and engaging setting. Our compassionate team is specially
trained to deliver personalized care that enhances the quality of
life for those experiencing memory loss.
Approved by Medicare/Medicaid/Leading Insurance Providers

W I S H I N G O U R FA M I LY A N D F R I E N D S
A H E A LT H Y A N D H A P P Y PA S S O V E R !

SPECIAL EXHIBITION
Presenting Sponsors:

Mandela: Struggle for Freedom was
developed by the Canadian Museum
for Human Rights (Winnipeg, Canada)
in partnership with the Apartheid
Museum (Johannesburg, South Africa).
Tour management services provided by
Lord Cultural Resources.

To schedule an appointment, call Cathy Singer:
847-869-7744

International Tour Supporters:
A partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community.

1 2 0 D O D G E AV E N U E , E VA N S T O N , I L 6 0 2 0 2
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2

A new senator
and a tie
to history

1

Teens write, illustrate Holocaust book
to connect past to future

I WA S N ’ T Y ET A L IV E on Oct. 12, 1958, when—at 3:37 in the morning—50 sticks

of dynamite exploded, ripping through the side wall of The Temple, Atlanta’s
oldest synagogue, with a force that blew pieces of the building 150 feet.
But when incoming Georgia Senator Jon Ossoff was sworn in this year
with his hand on the Bible that had belonged to The Temple’s Rabbi Jacob
Rothschild—whose civil rights activism had made The Temple a target—I recalled the event’s history as though I had been there.
The reason is Melissa Fay Greene’s The Temple Bombing, a remarkable book
that explores the dramatic events leading up to that fateful day and the shockwaves that followed. At the center is Rothschild, who fiercely criticized segregation and advocated for racial equality.
Rothschild—a former World War II chaplain who was born in Pittsburgh—
became a friend and colleague of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his
wife Coretta Scott King. His outspoken calls for racial justice set him apart
from many whites of his generation in the South—including some of his own
congregants, who had very real fears born of decades of Southern antisemitism and its ties to violent racism.
At the time she began The Temple Bombing, Greene was a 38-year-old author
whose lauded debut, Praying for Sheetrock, won the Robert F. Kennedy Book
Award and was nominated for the National Book Award. As a journalist and
writer, she was determined to crack open the story. Incredibly researched,
her award-winning account of the bombing, investigation, and trial reads like
a thriller. She dives into Atlanta’s political power struggles, the history of its
Jewish community, and the murky conspiracy theories of the white supremacists behind the crime.
Rothschild was not silenced. In fact, leaders and ordinary citizens rallied
around The Temple in response, including Atlanta’s Mayor Hartsfield, who famously posed for a photo with Rothschild in the rubble of the bombing. That
photo still hangs inside The Temple.
Recently, Rothschild’s widow, Janice Rothschild Blumberg, age 96, was asked
by Moment Magazine about Ossoff being sworn in with her husband’s Bible.
She said, “He has a sense of how much a symbolic gesture means. This is what
people remember, what will go on and resonate … this sense of continuity, of
reaching to the past. I can be fairly sure that he knew that by doing something
like this, the publicity would go viral, which would ultimately make a statement that would stay in people’s minds.” 

2

DEB BOWEN, t he Iowa-based founder of A Book By Me,

started the project when she and her daughter went to
listen to a survivor share their story in 2003. While at that
event, three Holocaust survivors—all named Esther—
lit candles, and “something just happened
in my heart,” Bowen said. She formed a
close bond with all three Esthers, who
became like Jewish grandmas to her
Christian family. When they shared
their stories with her, Bowen—
who worked in an impoverished
school district—was inspired to
get young people involved.
In addition to Holocaust stories, Bowen has expanded the A
1
Book By Me program to include
stories of other heroes and struggles for human rights. In addition to
the newly-published One Step Ahead
of Danger, two other A Book By Me books
were created by Chicago-area students: Colours
of Friendship in the Human Rights series, and The War
and the Boy, another Holocaust story. In total, Bowen has
facilitated the creation of over 90 books and connected
students with a variety of modern heroes.

BY B E T S Y G O M B E R G

PHOTOS

Betsy Gomberg reads (and sometimes writes about) Jewish books. She is the Spertus
Institute’s Director of Marketing and Communications.

1. Mary Jean Eisenhower, CEO of People to People
International and granddaughter of President Eisenhower,
reads The War & The Boy, a Holocaust story written in
Chicago in the A Book By Me project.
2. The cover of One Step Ahead of Danger: The Norman
Salsitz Story.

PHOTOS
1. Melissa Fay Greene’s The Temple Bombing.
2. Atlanta Mayor William Hartsfield, left, and Rabbi Jacob Rothschild, right, in the rubble of The Temple bombing, 1958.
3. Georgia Senator Jon Ossoff thanks voters at the Dunbar Neighborhood Center in Atlanta, Ga, Jan. 5 2021. (Getty Images)

30

JUF NEWS | MARCH 2021

One Step Ahead of Danger: The
Norman Salsitz Story is a tale of
heroism, ingenuity, and survival during the
Holocaust. It’s also written and illustrated
by teenagers as part of the innovative
A Book By Me program designed to teach
tolerance and share the lessons of the
Holocaust with a younger generation.

3

3–5. Illustrations from One Step Ahead of Danger:
The Norman Salsitz Story, drawn by Jake Bloomberg.

Norman Salsitz, the survivor and hero whose life story is the focus of One Step Ahead of Danger, grew up in
a small town in Poland. He was forced into a Nazi labor
camp at age 19, and met his wife, Amalie, while helping the Russian Engineer Corps prevent a bombing in
Krakow. All of these moments are vividly described by
teen author Natalie Ringel, Salsitz’s great-granddaughter who he never met.
Ringel, a Glenbrook native, interviewed Salsitz’ daughter, and drafted the book over the course of two years.
She also explored family records, Salsitz’ autobiography,
and the more than 1,000 photographs he saved during the
war.
The most challenging part of the writing process was
to adapt “this huge, complex, dynamic story that does
involve violence and racism and antisemitism, which
are huge concepts for anyone to tackle,” into a children’s
book, Ringel said. Rather than trying to simplify the story, she tried to plainly describe themes young
readers could find in their own lives. For
example, she describes Norman being
ostracized in his hometown and hopes
readers can connect this to times
when they’ve felt left out.
Glencoe-based
teen
illustrator Jake Bloomberg, whose
great-grandparents are also survivors, facilitated connections to
the story through images. “It was
really hard coming up with what
to do to fit the scene,” he said, “but I
liked being able to read the story and
then illustrate what happened as I read
it.” Using markers, reference photos, and his
imagination, Bloomberg drew 10 pictures for the
book, including Salsitz hiding in the forest and bargaining for his life with a Nazi officer.
At the time of creating the book, Ringel was a senior in
high school and Bloomberg was in middle school. Both
were connected to the project through Susan Ringel, an
adult advisor on One Step Ahead of Danger.
“My father-in-law really had a connection with
Norman, and I remember hearing a lot about him from
my father-in-law, and hearing stories about what he endured,” she said. “I thought, ‘This is a story that should be
shared with others.’ And I was very proud of what we accomplished with Jake and Natalie.” 

3

4

5

To purchase the book, visit amzn.to/3clGUkW. For more
information about A Book By Me, visit abookbyme.com.
BY M I C H E L L E CO H E N | Staff Writer
JUF NEWS | MARCH 2021
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Maot Chitim would like
to thank you for your
ongoing support.

Is the next great Jewish artist
from Chicago?

Instead of delivering food, we will
be purchasing Jewel gift cards for our
recipients, enabling them to purchase
food for the holidays.

Moishe House’s ‘Expedition Maker’ competition
showcases talented young Jewish artists
“Make a mask or costume that taps into something
that has been brought into the light during the pandemic.”

1

2

As committed donors and volunteers, we all look forward
to the packing and delivering of food for others. We are
sorry we could not provide you with that opportunity this
holiday. We thank you for your dedication and ongoing
support. It is greatly appreciated, and we could not do
what we do without your generosity.

TEN YO U N G J E W IS H A RT ISTS from across the U.S. and Israel—including

two in Chicago—are following this prompt and many more as they compete in
“Expedition Maker,” a reality TV-style competition with a prize of $5,000. Each
week, the competitors receive a new prompt, film themselves during the creative process, and submit the videos to viewers, whose votes determine which
competitors will move on to the next stage.
“Expedition Maker” is the latest production from Nai, the experiential brand
powered by Moishe House. Nai encompasses Camp Nai Nai—Moishe House’s
own Jewish summer camp for adults—and experiences to help Jewish young
adults engage safely with one another.
One of the competitors, Alix Kramer, spends about 50 hours a week knitting,
on top of her coursework for her master’s degree. Anytime she’s not attending
courses or her internship, “I knit every single waking moment of my life,” she said.
For the initial prompt, Kramer was inspired by her work educating about
Black Lives Matter on Instagram to create a cape. Hearing a “loose, creative
prompt” each week on the artist group’s Zoom calls is “the best thing,” she said.
She runs a series of ideas by her mother and local supplier Sister-Arts Studio’s
owner, Donna Palicka, and then envisions a way to bring her final idea to life.
Kramer is particularly excited to participate because “many people don’t
take knitting seriously as a hobby or a part-time job,” she said. In addition to
appreciating the validation from her fellow artists, she loves “having and expanding a Jewish knitting community, and sharing my art” with the Jewish
community and beyond.
Fellow Chicago-area competitor Kayla Ginsburg, a comic artist and illustrator with experience in many art fields, also enjoys sharing her artistic experience with the group. As a self-taught artist, her favorite part of the competition
is to “get to see different techniques and learn how other people are thinking
and making art,” she said.
Ginsburg comes up with ideas by choosing the part of the prompt that speaks
to her most and brainstorming with her wife. For her first project, she created a
black and white mask depicting moving images of people separated by curtains
and lines to demonstrate the difficulty of maintaining connections during the
pandemic—and how, sometimes, ties to others slip through the cracks.
Based on her background in film, fiber arts, and illustrative embroidery,
Ginsburg tries to create a narrative experience in every piece. In the past, she
has written comics about her “journey to considering myself as a beautiful Jew
and coming to grips with loving the Jewish parts of myself ” and about finding
the meaning in experiences like giving her grandparents haircuts during the
pandemic. Now, she uses a variety of 2D and 3D artistic techniques to explore
the “Expedition Maker” prompts.
“Literally no other prompts have allowed me to use every single one of the
skills I’ve collected over the last eight years of professional artmaking. I was so
excited to be able to bring my backgrounds and skills in one place,” she said. 
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Even though this is more costly, it will allow us
to serve our community safely.

We are hopeful to be back in our Warehouse
for Rosh Hashanah 2021.
4

We wish you a happy and healthy Pesach.
Chag sameach!
3

Maot Chitim
Of Greater Chicago
Throughout the month of March, check in on Kramer, Ginsburg, and the other
eight competitors by signing up as an audience member. Jewish young adults
aged 21–39 can learn more about these ambitious artists and their fellow competitors, register to vote for their favorites, and attend interactive art tutorials
at expeditionnai.com/maker.
Moishe House Chicago is a grant partner of the Jewish United Fund.

Jon Karmin, President • Joellyn Stoliar, Executive Director
3710 Commercial Ave. Suite 7 • Northbrook, IL 60062
847-674-3224 • info@maotchitim.org • maotchitim.org
Maot Chitim is a partner with the Jewish United Fund
in serving our community.

BY M I C H E L L E CO H E N | Staff Writer

PHOTOS
1. Kayla Ginsburg, one of ten competitors in Moishe House’s Expedition Maker contest.
2 and 4. Alix Kramer shows off her knitted creations.
3. A painting by Kayla Ginsburg.
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Pass
over
Next year not on Zoom, but this year…
While next year we hope to celebrate Passover in person, we can still celebrate
the holiday together this year—even though we’re (still) physically apart.
In the pages ahead, you’ll learn how to host your own Seder in these strange times, tips for
DIY-ing your Passover décor, and how to add some heat to your Passover dishes with horseradish.
You’ll also hear from Jewish Chicagoans about who they would invite to their Seders if they could
invite anyone in the world.
Plus, download your own virtual Passover backgrounds on p. 39!
Happy Passover to you and your loved ones…

New
traditions

How the pandemic has
allowed us to lean in to the
true meaning of Passover

“DAYENU” is a word I use creatively all year round with my colleagues and

friends (we didn't get everything we wanted done this day/week/month, but
dayenu—it was enough). It's also a word that keeps Passover consistently present in my mind, and it's a concept that has taken on different and greater meaning for me over this last year.
My Seder plate is actually a combination of two plates—in order to accommodate all the additional ritual items I bring to the table. After all, I'm a sucker for symbolism. Similarly, my table tends to end up being two tables, or the
long dining table and people on the couch and chairs in the living room. In the
words of country music group The Highwomen, “I want a house with a crowded table/And a place by the fire for everyone.” I also tend to be one of those
people who find a way to fit in three or four Seders each year.
Yet, this past year taught many of us, myself included, that we had to radically
alter our Passover traditions if we wanted them to survive. Some of us didn’t;
it felt too hard. To be honest, last Passover I said, “Next year in person,” only
attended one Zoom Seder—and dayenu.
And yet, attending one virtual Passover celebration meant more to me than
my marathon Pesach observance of years past. As much as I love the act of
hosting, the theater of the celebration of liberation, I often let it be just that—a
good show. I'm usually too busy—making sure people have their next wine glass
ready, explaining when they can start eating the crudités, or worrying if my
non-Jewish guests are bored out of their minds—to actually focus on the message of the Passover story and to take the time and reflect on how liberation
and injustice show up in my own life.
Last year also led many people to realize they would have to step up and host
if they wanted Passover to happen for them or their families. We at OneTable
launched Seder2020 to help people connect over distance. We saw many young
adults taking the lead—organizing their parents, grandparents, siblings, cousins, and not only keep tradition alive, but find new ways to connect with one
another through ancient Jewish ritual. We also saw people observe the holiday
with friends and family who lived far away, who they hadn't “done Jewish” with
for many years. We heard how meaningful it was to be able to dream about
freedom with their distant loved ones.
So, when bringing new traditions to the Passover table, when considering
what to add to the Seder plate, or who to invite to the holiday, maybe our new
tradition can be to ask “what is enough?” What will allow each of us to truly lean into the rituals and ceremony, to connect the flight from the narrow
place—from enslavement—to our own lives? What more should we be doing,
and what should we do less? Let's not just say dayenu, but know truly that we've
made meaning out of our time.
BY A L R O S E N B E R G
Al Rosenberg is Chief Strategy Officer of OneTable.
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How to host a Seder
in these strange times
WE M A K E PLA NS A ND G O D L AU G H S . It looks like another Passover apart

from family and friends in 2021. So, let us think with the benefit of hindsight
about what we can do this year to make our Seders meaningful for all our
guests, both in-person and virtual.
The Seder has three basic objectives to consider. To have a successful one
this year, a little advanced planning can make all the difference.

1

Religious

The Seder is a theological exercise in memory. We are commanded
to remember the Exodus from Egypt and God’s fulfillment of the
promise to settle us in the land of Israel. We do that through an
interactive storytelling experience using the same basic technology in the 21st
century that we used in the 11th century: namely, the Haggadah, the Seder plate
and accoutrements, special foods, and rituals.

2
3

Communal

The Exodus from Egypt to Israel took 40 years to form a disparate
catchment of slaves into a unified community. We gather around
the Seder table as families and friends to reconnect with that
community and recommit to each other every year.

Social

The Seder celebrates and strengthens our social bonds as
families and friends. It is an opportunity to mark the passing of
time in a positive way by seeing the children grow and
engage with the Seder each year, by family
stories being retold every year,
family recipes being set out
again, and new customs and
memories being formed
as the family dynamic
morphs over time.

The critical component to meeting all these objectives is active participation
by everyone at the Seder. In our generation where our attention spans are
short, it takes extra effort to engage everyone. Here are a few suggestions to
keep in mind to help ensure a successful Seder this year in this time of plague.
• R EF RA ME YO U R PERS PECT I VE F RO M B EI N G
A S ED ER LEA D ER TO A S ED ER H OST. Seder
leaders often are tasked to “complete” the
Seder in a valid way. A Seder host, though,
can facilitate the Seder so that everyone
contributes to the experience to make it a
success rather than just an obligation. If this
is your first time hosting a Seder because of
the pandemic circumstances, ask an older
family member or a friend who you know has
experience doing it for advice on some dos and
don’ts from their knowledge base.
• RECO GNIZE TH E C H A N G ES I N YO U R S ED ER MA K EU P
THIS YEAR AND CO N S I D ER MA KI N G A F EW C H A N G ES TO
ACCO MMO DATE T H E D I F F EREN C ES . Because of the pandemic,
many families are willing to pivot and experiment if their religious
practice allows for it. If you are doing a Zoom Seder, you know most people
have 60-90 minutes of attention before Zoom fatigue kicks in. There are
excellent Haggadahs available that accommodate those attention spans
and still cover all the religiously required steps.
• REMEMBER THAT H OST I N G A S U CC ESS F U L S ED ER I S A B O U T
THE WHO LE EXP ERI EN C E A N D N OT J U ST T H E ACT UA L
CEREMO NY. Send family recipes around in advance for favorite foods so
that those who are different tables can still share common foods. If your
usual guests are local but not able to join you, consider organizing a food
swap for dinner items.
KES
• HOSTING A GO O D EVEN T TA K
ES PREP T I ME. One of the pitfalls
of Seders historically is that because they are often led by the same people
from year to year, they can become rote. If you want to make your Seder a
success in a time when you cannot rely on old habits, be sure to carve out
time in advance to think through the evening in detail.
God willing, this is the last year when we will have to intentionally separate
at a time we long to gather. But for now, a little planning by the host—and some
more active involvement by everyone attending—can turn last year’s one-off
Seder experience into this year’s family memory. Happy Passover!

BY R A B B I S COT T T. A A R O N
Rabbi Scott T. Aaron, Ph.D., is Associate Vice President for JUF Education.

Who would you
host at your Seder?
AS WE APPROACH A SECOND PASSOV ER T HAT IS BOU N D TO LOOK D IFFER EN T T HAN AL L OT HER
PASSOV ERS, many of us are wishing that certain people could be at our Seders who cannot. So, we thought

it might be fun to consider the following: If you could invite anyone to your Seder, famous or not, dead or alive,
who would you invite? Here’s how several Jewish Chicagoans answered that hypothetical question…
M IRIAM would be an ideal Pesach dinner
companion. Who better than someone who was
there? An eyewitness, if you will. ‘So, Miriam, (in
my best reporter voice) how did you feel about
being struck down with leprosy for speaking your
mind while Aaron escaped unscathed? How did
this affect your relationship with Moses once you
realized that by questioning his behavior like any
older sister, you were in truth questioning God?
Did you ever feel safe again? You can be honest.
This is a safe space.’
JULIE BRANDON
Downers Grove
ONE OF MY FAM ILY M EM BERS —especially
my grandfather whose life in Russia I would
like to know more about. But if not them, I was
always fascinated by M ILTON FRIEDM AN , the
economist. Whenever he was on television or in
person I would try and go see him. He was brilliant
and logical—and a little sexy.
PHYLLIS EISENBERG
Lincolnwood

I'd invite J.R.R. TOLK IEN —on a night of
storytelling, I'd love to have my favorite storyteller
at the table!
MICHELLE COHEN
Chicago

I would invite ABR AHAM L IN COL N —a man far
more complex than the mythologized liberator.
He initially supported avoiding war by allowing
slavery in the South, violated Constitutional
rights by imprisoning the Tennessee legislature,
and pursued a strategy of total destruction
leading to a terrible loss of civilian life. Was he
an opportunistic but brilliant politician who
unemotionally weighed the value of one life
against another? Or had the presidency changed
him into the moral, intellectual giant we read
of ? Finally, the most important question: how he
planned to heal the country, had he lived.
JOE WEISS
Former Chicagoan living in St. Louis

Ushpizin for Seder! Definitely R U T H BAD ER
G IN SBU RG . My late father would have had a great
conversation with RBG, given that he was the
village attorney in Skokie during the attempted
Nazi march. Frankly, I wouldn't mind having
AN TON IN SCAL IA there, too. That would be
fun. MY G R AN D PAR EN TS , so they can see how
the event has changed since we were in their
apartment. My friend R EG G IE HAR R IS , one of
the finest singer/songwriters ever, and a long-time
attendee at friends’ Seders—but I want him to come
to mine! That should get me started—it's a big table.
A N I TA S I LV E R T
Northbrook

I would invite MY SIST ER , JON I , who died
in 1984. I miss her so much. I always thought we
would grow old together.

1. AL BERT EIN ST EIN ...to ask him about the
imponderable universe and how he would deal
with nuclear threats now.
2 . G EORG E G ER SHWIN ...so he could play
the piano and talk about what else he might have
written had he not died so young.
3 . EMMA G OL D MAN ...so she could talk
about immigration now, whether in the U.S. or
throughout the world.
4. PAU L SIMON ...to have him talk about that
burst of songwriting genius that remains so
powerful.
5 . BAR BR A ST R EISAN D ...so she could just sing
all the Passover songs in her inimitable fashion.

M I D G E P E R L M A N S H A F TO N
Chicago

H E DY W E I S S
Chicago

If I could invite anyone, it would be T HEOD OR
HER Z L . I would want to know what he thought
about how Israel has turned out so far and what, if
anything, he would recommend doing to improve
Israeli-Palestinian relations, as well as the image
of Israel throughout the world.
YA E L E Y TA N
Former Chicagoan living in San Francisco
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Passover
on screen

Spruce up your Seder
. 70 0 SU N DAYS


Not for nothing does Billy
Crystal end his Tony-winning
one-man show (also adapted
into a book and HBO special)
with a picture of his family
around the Seder table, because it’s as much about family
as it is about the limited time
he got to spend with his father before he died of a heart
attack. Seders don’t play a
large role here, but I include
it because it’s such a welcome break from the angst
and disrespect found in most
Seder dramatizations. One
memorable bit: Billy’s grandmother asks guest Louis
Armstrong(!), “Louie, have
you ever tried just coughing
it up?”

Don’t pass over these
memorable on-screen Seders

JEWS H AVE K E P T T H E STO RY O F PA SSOV E R ALI VE through the tra-

ditions of the Seder dinner. The Passover story has drama enough to inspire
two big screen epics (The Ten Commandments and Exodus: Gods and Kings)) but
apparently not enough for the makers of some of your favorite TV shows and
movies, which have injected family dysfunction into the proceedings. We’ve
ranked some Seder depictions on a scale of "plague" to “I found the afikomen!”
(All are available on streaming services or On Demand).

. G OSS I P GI R L: “ SE D E R A N Y TH I N G”

If you’re like me, then you are similarly clueless as to who Blair, Serena, Nate,
Rufus, or any of the other privileged, pretty teens are in this once-popular series. But for those of us whose own Seders were largely uneventful, there may
be amusement in watching a family Seder brimming with unexposed secrets,
lies, and conspiracies.

. T H E O.C . : “ TH E N A N A”

From the series that gave us the holiday mash-up Chrismukkah comes this
Passover episode that ends at the fraught Cohen family’s self-referential Seder
celebration “of freedom to join together to take responsibility for ourselves….”

. C R I MES A N D MI S DEMEAN O RS


Martin Landau’s morally compromised ophthalmologist visits his
childhood home and recalls a particularly contentious Seder dinner
in which his schoolteacher aunt disrupts the ceremony by challenging “the whole moral structure of everything.” From Woody Allen you
were expecting maybe a happy occasion?

. SATUR DAY N I GH T LI VE

VE: " E L IJAH THE P RO P HET AT
A SE D E R”

In this classic SNL sketch, a family feud is interrupted by the arrival of Jerry Seinfeld’s Elijah the Prophet, who heckles the proceedings. “You know how long I’ve been standing out there? Pick up the
pace, people,” he complains. (See also: “Jacob the Bar Mitzvah Boy
Explains Passover with His Dad,” featuring Billy Crystal).

. CUR B YO UR EN TH US I ASM: "THE S EDER”

Have yourself a Larry little Seder. In this season five episode,
the unwanted guests around Larry David’s Seder table include
a neighbor Larry suspects is stealing his newspapers, a kid
who may have cheated to find the afikomen, and a recent arrival to the neighborhood who Larry befriends and invites to
the Seder before learning he is a sex offender.
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Celebrate this Passover with
JUF virtual backgrounds

BRING WARMTH TO YOUR TABLE with Passover-themed backgrounds—as
you gather around the virtual table with loved ones.
Visit juf.org/Passover to download these JUF virtual Passover backgrounds.
Wishing you a warm and happy Passover!

. SPORTS NIGHT : “A PRI L I S T H E C RU ELEST MO N T H ”

In this episode of Aaron Sorkin’s “canceled too soon” dramedy, the on- and offair staff of a network sports highlights show find reconciliation and repair
fractured relationships around the Seder table.

. SHALOM SE SAME : “ I T ’S PA SSOVER, G ROVER”

This episode of Israel’s version of Sesame Street is a clever and creative Passover
primer for preschoolers. There is a Les Miserables parody song, “Matzah in the
House.” Now if only Jake Gyllenhaal can remember where he hid the afikomen.

. RUGRATS: “PASSOVER”

The Jewish family equivalent to A Charlie Brown Christmas, this animated special has become a holiday perennial. As Grandpa Boris regales his toddler audience with the story of Passover, the babies imagine themselves as Biblical
figures in the story, with their tormentor Angelica in the role of Pharaoh.

. “A TASTE O F PASSOVER”

This is what Passover is all about. Theodore Bikel presides over this stirring
and joyous concert observance of Passover history and traditions. Bikel sings,
performs dramatic readings, and reminisces about the “taste of the overly
sweet red wine that my father poured for me.” The only dysfunction centers
around his debate with Yiddishist Harriet Chasia Segal over what constitutes
the perfect matzoh ball.

BY D O N A L D L I E B E N S O N
Donald Liebenson is a Chicago writer who writes for VanityFair.com, LA Times, Chicago
Tribune, and other outlets.
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Steps

Cut from
the same
cloth

1
2

Adding an artistic touch
to your Passover Seder
AS B OT H A N EA R LY C H IL DH O O D E DU CATOR AND AN ART I ST

with a background in art therapy, I typically find myself going through
different creative processes and exploring a broad spectrum of media.
I mostly consider myself a mixed media abstract artist but
I’m always searching for innovative ways to introduce
myself to new modalities and processes that might
seem unconventional.
I grew up in the suburbs creating tie-dye on
those sunny summer days in my friends’ backyards listening to the tunes of Sublime. In high
school, I chose to present a tutorial in front of my
peers in my public speaking class about “how to
tie-dye.” Tie-dye would come and go throughout
my life. My inner free spirit would be sparked every time I’d see those vibrant colors swirl together
absorbed into the fabric.
This past summer, I tried a new take on the tie-dye, and
together with my sister, we explored daily, trying out the same
technique but with a different medium: bleach. This artistic process not only
inspired me to allow the unexpected to happen. I fell in love with the uncertainty of knowing how the beautiful stain formations would unfold within the
bleached fabric.
Recently, curiosity allowed me to use this process to make unique pieces for
my family for Passover using a set of old sheets. Each family received a matzah
cover, pillowcase, and an afikoman bag, all matching and cut from the same
piece of cloth. During these uncertain times, we might not be able to be together during the holidays, but we can explore creative ways to stay connected by
each having a piece of a whole that was once all together.
BY R E N A G R O S S E R
Rena Grosser is an Early Childhood Educator at Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School and
has a background in Art Therapy. She is also a mixed media artist and believes in the
creative process as a model and tool for self-expression and exploration.
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Fill ketchup bottle with bleach.

7

TO MAKE YOUR FAMILY PASSOVER SET,
YOU WILL NEED:
• Rubber bands
• Liquid acrylic ink
(metallic)
• Scissors
• Hot glue gun
• Needle and thread
• Iron on letter decals
or letter stencils
• Large ribbon
• Stones (for added
embellishment)

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND:
• Wear clothing you don’t mind getting bleach on
• Wash the linens separately from other items
and hang dry
• Tie-dye in a well-ventilated area or outdoors
• Be sure to wear gloves when working with bleach
• Please assist young children during the process

3

Cut flat sheet into 20
inch x 20 inch squares. A
ruler can help guide your
lines as you cut.

Create tie dye patterns by fastening fabrics with
rubber bands in different ways. I googled “tie-dyeing
tying techniques” and explored with the different tying
methods. There is no wrong way in doing this as each
bleach pattern is unique!

DIY
• Cotton sheet set (flat
sheet and pillowcases)
• 20 x 20 Cotton
Napkins in various
colors—3 per matzah
cover set and 1 for
afikomen bag
(I found multiple sets
on Amazon)
• Bleach
• Ketchup bottle
• Gloves

5
6

Hang and dry
before washing.

Apply bleach gradually onto fabric; then soak different
sections with the bleach. Be sure to apply to all sides.
*Apply drops of liquid acrylic for added shimmer and shine.

8
9

Layer 1 piece of the flat
sheet squares on top of 3
napkins and glue or sew
each corner together for
maztah cover.
Apply “Matzah” or family
name with iron- on decal or
paint on with stencil with
acrylic paint.
Cut 4 pieces of large ribbon for
added embellishment for edges,
and glue or sew to secure.

FOR AFIKOMEN BAG:

4

Let sit for 20 mins and cut off rubber bands.

1. Fold one square into
half to create a triangle.

3. Fold top down to create a
shape similar to an envelope.

2. Fold one side in and
layer the other side.

4. Hot glue or sew the edges
to seals the sides.

‘Out of the Narrows:
The Artists' Haggadah’
Accessing the Haggadah
through art

t h e
Jewish Artists Collective Chicago (JACC) to local families just in
time for Passover. Out of the Narrows: The Artists' Haggadah includes
both text and artwork to depict the Passover story in a unique way.
The idea for the new Haggadah came during Passover 2020,
t o
when much of the world was suddenly plunged into lockdowns
r e control the coronavirus pandemic. “It was frustrating and sad,”
becalled Carol Neiger, one of the Collective’s members and the mind
hind the Haggadah. “We wanted to gather with family and friends.”
Instead, she thought of responding to the pandemic and isolation
through art. The other JACC members enthusiastically embraced
her idea and began curating their collections for suitable pieces and
working on new, original artwork for the Haggadah.
JACC is a five-year-old group of Chicago-area Jewish artists who
ty
together create art. They work to enrich Chicagoland’s communiby giving talks and workshops, exhibiting artwork, and providing educational programs to synagogues and other Jewish institutions. Their
new Haggadah aims to further this mission by offering a unique new
way of understanding and accessing the Passover guidebook—and providing a fresh take on the Passover story.
“The Haggadah contains ideas of freedom, slavery, refugees, and wandering,” said JACC member Berit Engen, who worked on the Haggadah’s
Hebrew text. She used classic Hebrew sources for the Haggadah; these
are augmented with original artists’ commentaries and insights, and with
arrows:
artwork that explore these and other key themes of Passover. The idea of
Out of the N
Haggadah
’
The Artists
Passover as a springtime holiday, for instance, is expressed using beautiful
rash by the
id
M
l
ua
A Vis
pictures of nature. Oppression and slavery are evoked in artwork that conCollective
ts
is
Jewish Art
veys misery and the depths of despair.
CC)
Chicago (JA
ork in
English text was provided by JACC member Susan Dickman, who has
Above ar tw
ges by
pa
h
da
created a fresh, modern, gender-neutral, inclusive translation. “We rega
Hag
an, Berit
km
Susan Dic
tained the meaning of the text,” while providing new interpretations and
r
Carol Neige
Engen, and
insights, she explained. Quotes and essays by artists and other writers enrich the Haggadah, providing food for thought and interesting notes to bring
up during Passover Seders. Each JACC member contributed artwork and
also wrote meditations on the meaning and intent behind their pieces. “We
want it to provoke conversation,” Carol Neiger noted. “We want to generate
dialogue.”
Conceived as a way of responding to the loneliness of Passover 2020 during
lockdown, Out of the Narrows: The Artists' Haggadah offers a way to help bring
some of Chicago’s most impassioned Jewish artists and their artwork to a wider
Mak
audience. This fresh new Haggadah can help us connect us with our local artisin
From g the H
ag ga
tic community—both during this Passover and beyond.
lef t:
d
BY Y V E T T E A LT M I L L E R

Yvette Alt Miller, Ph.D. lives with her family in the northern suburbs of Chicago.
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Centers on social justice,
inclusivity—and poetry
WHY IS THIS
HAGGADOT?

HAGGADAH

DIFFEREN T

T HAN

AL L

OT HER

Because Mishkan HaSeder: A Passover Haggadah is a new exploration of
the Exodus story punctuated by a diverse collection of poetry, by authors
from Yehuda Amichai, Emma Lazarus, and Grace Paley to Seamus Heaney,
Adrienne Rich, and Bertolt Brecht.
Published by the Central Conference of American Rabbis’ CCAR Press
and dedicated in memory of Chicago’s Rabbi Herman Schaalman, Mishkan
HaSeder is designed to become the Reform Movement’s new flagship
Haggadah. The book—which is edited by Rabbi Hara E. Person and poet
Jessica Greenbaum and illustrated by artist Tobi Kahn—combines age-old
texts, fresh insights, and new translations by Rabbis Janet and Sheldon
Marder.
Commentary by Rabbis Oren Hayon, Amy Scheinerman, and Chicago
Sinai Congregation’s Rabbi Seth Limmer draws out the historic background of the Seder rituals and offers contemporary connections to
the social justice issues of our day, building on the standard for inclusivity and diversity set by the previous CCAR Haggadah, The Open
Door, in 2002.
The new Haggadah particularly spotlights the pivotal role of women in the Exodus story, including new readings—such as “The Four
Daughters” and “A Contemporary Dayenu”—which
”—which bring to life the
bittersweet experiences of Jewish women today.
Perhaps the most evocative feature of Mishkan HaSeder is its
handling of The Four Questions, where participants are invited to
select from a menu of questions, such as “How can each of us actually work for the freedom of others? How can the company at
this table work together for the freedom of others?”
Mishkan HaSeder follows the format of CCAR's prayerbooks
Mishkan T’filah and Mishkan HaNefesh,, including transliteration, sublinear commentary, and poetic readings on facing
pages. It will also be available as a digital ebook and a Visual
T’filah presentation for screen-sharing or projection.
Visit CCARPress.org.

A B EAUT I F U L NE W H AG G A DA H is bringing work by artists at

Susa

New Reform Haggadah

BY L I N DA S . H A A S E
Linda S. Haase is Senior Associate Vice President of Marketing
Communications for the Jewish United Fund.
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What's on their plates?
Beautiful Chicago-made Seder plates

JEW I S H T RA D I T IO N teaches that when our ancestors were slaves in Egypt, they nearly succumbed to despair—but Jewish women saved us by believing in a

better future and working to make that a reality. In the merit of Jewish women, the Torah describes, our ancestors were finally able to travel from slavery in Egypt
to freedom in the Land of Israel.
Each year, we retell and relive this experience at the Passover Seder with the help of symbolic foods: charoset, karpas (parsley or another bland vegetable), maror
and chazeret (two kinds of bitter herbs), a roasted shankbone, and a roasted egg. The Seder plate containing these richly symbolic items is the focal point of our Seder,
the setting against which we educate the next generation in our Jewish history.
In Chicago today, a new generation of Jewish women are once again re-imagining our national story, this time by creating unique Seder plates. Here are five
special Seder plates made by Chicago-area women artists.

.

Chicago architect and artist A MY R E IC H E RT created this Seder plate
for a San Francisco museum. Made of Jerusalem stone and hammered brass,
it reimagines the Seder plate to “act as a more useful prop in this family drama
that takes place at the Seder.” The Seder plate’s three foods that symbolize
slavery—charoset, maror, and a second bitter herb—are imbedded in the heavy
stone slab, while the foods symbolizing freedom—an egg, a shankbone, and
parsley—seem to float on the raised metal plane. Salt water is poured into
a trench dividing the two halves, recalling the Red Sea which our Israelite
ancestors crossed to freedom.

.

A MY RE IC H E RT also created this Japanese-inspired Seder plate in
1996. “My husband got tired of my not finding any Seder plates that I liked. He
said, 'You’re a designer, you make one.' The result was this mahogany box with
removable sterling silver inserts. “I wanted to frame this symbolic landscape”
of the Seder, Reichert recalls: The entire Seder plate can be easily lifted up and
carried, recalling the way our ancient ancestors carried their possessions with
them as they left Egypt. Its unusual shape also elicits questions at the Seder,
acting as a conversation starter, much like The Four Questions. This striking
plate won second prize in a contest at the Spertus Museum.
More information about Reichert can be found at amyreichertdesign.com.

.

C H A N TAL B L AU ST E IN is the artist behind Broken Beauties Mosaics,
and she is Arts Director at Ramah Day Camp in Wheeling. Born in France,
Chantal now calls Deerfield home. She created this Seder plate in 2020 out of
shards from ceramic plates and glass pieces. Hiddur mitzvah—making Jewish
commandments beautiful—is an important consideration for Blaustein.
Working with mosaics also allows her to live out the key Jewish value of saving
the environment: “Upcycling is a way to make these discarded pieces beautiful
again,” Blaustein explains.
More information about Blaustein can be found at brokenbeautiesmosaics.com.

.

Northbrook-based artist L E S L IE B E R KOW I TZ is the creator behind
the popular gift site kidoodlesinc.com. She created this personalized Seder
plate in 2018 out of tempered glass. The rich colors were added through a process called sublimation in which prints are permanently adhered to the glass.
More information about Berkowitz can be found at kidoodlesinc.com.
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Skokie-based artist SHIK M A BENM ELECH created this
Seder plate for her husband and her to use together after
their wedding in 1994.. “My husband’s family is descended from followers of the Vilna Gaon and
moved to Israel in the 1830s—they
have some
1830
unique Pesach customs, such as using four
items only on the Seder plate, and only
two matzot.”
.” Unable to find a suitable
Seder plate for sale, Benmelech
created this out of a wooden
slab which she painted. The
plate’s motif echoes other
family heirlooms she has
made, including a matzah
cover (pictured), the ketubah for her wedding,
and a paper cut of the
Shabbat song Yedid
Nefesh that hangs over
the family’s Shabbat
candles. Through the
years,
Benmelech
added to this Seder
plate, incorporating
an etched plastic
matzah holder held
up by four tiny wine
goblets,
recalling
the four cups of wine
drunk at the Passover
Seder.
More information about
Benmelech can be found at
shikmapaperart.etsy.com.
shikmapaperart.etsy.com
BY Y V E T T E A LT M I L L E R
Yvette Alt Miller, Ph.D. lives with her
family in the northern suburbs of Chicago.

Her namesake
Remembering Miriam—
the ‘queen of the sea’

M A N Y A S H K EN A Z IC J E WS follow the custom of naming their children in

memory of those no longer with us. My parents, children of the 60s, decided
to forgo that tradition altogether when it came to their first born. They opted
instead to name me for one of their favorite opera characters from Puccini’s La
Boheme. Though they bucked that tradition, they still wanted their children to
have Biblical names. So, my birth certificate reads Miriam Ruth, but from day
one they called me Mimi.
Growing up as a Jewish day school student, my teachers periodically assigned namesake projects as a way to explore our own personal histories.
“What should I do if I’m not actually named for someone?” I would ask.
Most of my classmates delved into the legacies of the beloved relatives whose
names they carried. I was directed to explore the meaning of the name Miriam
and the Biblical heroine herself, rescuer of baby Moses, future leader of the
Jewish people. I learned Miriam means both “bitter” and “queen of the sea.” I ignored the first definition, homed in on the second,
and tried to connect to the Miriam of the
Torah by noting we both had two little
brothers.
Still, I couldn’t help but wish my
parents had chosen to name me
for one of the four
Jewish matriarchs—
Sarah,
Rebecca,
Leah, or Rachel.
Their names were
more popular, and I
coveted my friends’
trendy personalized
pencils and erasers. Plus, those names
felt more iconic. In my schoolgirl days,
Miriam seemed like a bit of an historical afterthought. Important, but nothing compared to Moses, who guided the
Israelites out of Egypt; or even Aaron, who
served as the first high priest.
Then, just as I entered early adulthood,
Miriam’s Cup entered our family Seder. And
that’s when I finally gained a full appreciation for my namesake. Alongside the Cup of
Elijah, a steadfast part of Seders everywhere,
my mother placed a second cup. She asked me

to fill it with water, a symbol connected to Miriam,
and focused our Seder discussion on her significance in the Passover story. In doing all of this,
my mom enhanced our Seder with a feminist
sensibility. She also awakened me to the central role Miriam played in the Exodus, which
somehow had eluded me, despite all my years
of namesake projects.
The rabbis teach us that God provided the
well of water, which sustained the Israelites
throughout the desert, “in the merit of Miriam.”
Pirkei Avot, The Ethics of our Fathers (Exodus 15:20),
goes even further, listing Miriam’s well as one of the
10 things created on the eve of the first Shabbat, and
then appearing throughout the Torah.
Following the miraculous Sea of Reeds crossing, Miriam led her fellow Jews
in celebration. By the waterside, they sang out loud to mark the end of their
bondage and oppression. As it is written in the Torah, “Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out
after her in dance with timbrels.”
The Biblical Miriam symbolizes healing, sustenance, and rejoicing. In an effort to circumnavigate Pharaoh’s decree
that all Jewish newborn baby boys would
be thrown into the Nile, Miriam’s parents separated. Though only a young girl
at the time, Miriam convinced them to
reunite, and predicted they would bear a
child who would lead the Israelites. Her
prophecy proved correct, paving the way for God’s redemption of the Jews
from Egypt.
This second go-round of a pandemic Passover, we see the proverbial light at
the end of a very long dark tunnel. When we pour the cup of water for Miriam
at our Seder tables, let us keep in mind the healing and sustenance she provided. Let’s raise up our voices and remember the light and music she brought to
our people, teaching us to embrace our newfound freedom.

This second go-round of a
pandemic Passover, we see
the proverbial light at the end
of a very long dark tunnel.

The Miriam’s Cup that the
author’s mother places on
the family’s Seder table every
Passover.

מרים
BY M I M I S AG E R YO S KOW I T Z

Mimi Sager Yoskowitz is a Chicago-area freelance writer, mother of four, and former CNN
producer. Connect with her at mimisager.com.

Horseradih:
More than just a condiment

IF FOOD ITEM S HAD TO WIN A BEAUTY CON T EST to gain space in your
fridge, horseradish would, no doubt, not make the cut. Misshapen, dull colored,
and just generally unattractive, horseradish is the ugly duckling of the root
vegetable world. Horseradish has been demoted to condiment status for many
people, likely appearing only once a year piled on top of gefilte fish.
I have had a recent awakening with the misunderstood, piquant root and
have fallen hopelessly in love. Just a sprinkle of freshly grated horseradish
brightens flavors and even intensifies them. I grate fresh horseradish over
thin slices of raw tuna and finish with a drizzle of extra virgin olive oil and the
flavor of the fish just sings.
Making a gremolata with freshly grated horseradish clears the palate from
the heady and rich beef or lamb, making the next bite just as exciting as the
first. Adding horseradish to yogurt and serving it as a dip for veggies or tossed
shredded cabbage as a slaw is simple and delicious. Adding horseradish to
mashed potatoes gives the potatoes—which usually land flat on the palate—a
nutty flavor.
Horseradish is so much better grated right at the moment you need it. The
jarred stuff just doesn’t cut the mustard (chuckle) and has a ho-hum flavor.
The fresh stuff is exciting and lively. The challenge with the fresh stuff is that
it goes from wow to lackluster in a matter of hours. To keep the flavor going,
grate fresh horseradish either with a box grater or food processor. Add a couple of tablespoons of vinegar (apple cider or white) and a couple of tablespoons
of water. Seal the mixture in a container with a lid and refrigerate. This method
will keep the zing in your horseradish.
BY L AU R A F R A N K E L
Laura Frankel is a kosher chef and cookbook author. Previously, she was the Culinary Director for Jamie Geller's Test Kitchen and Kosher Network International. She is the founder of
Shallots Restaurant and served as Executive Chef for Wolfgang Puck.

Parsley, Orange, and Horseradish Gremolata
Horseradish pairs well with citrus fruits. The horseradish enhances the
citrus notes. A gremolata is an Italian sauce sprinkled on top of rich, braised
dishes to brighten and enliven the flavors. Try this gremolata sprinkled
on top of your next brisket, short ribs, osso buco, beef stew, or any richly
flavored dish.
½ cup finely chopped
flat leaf parsley

3 tablespoons extra
virgin olive oil

3 cloves garlic, grated
on a microplane

2 tablespoons freshly
grated horseradish

Zest and juice of 1 orange

Pinch of crushed red chili flakes
½ teaspoon sea salt

1. Mix parsley, garlic, zest and juice, extra virgin olive oil,
horseradish, pepper flakes, and salt together.
2. Before serving, sprinkle gremolata on top of richly braised
dishes for a POP of flavor.

Beet and Horseradish Relish
1 4-inch piece of
horseradish, peeled

3 tablespoons good quality
apple cider vinegar

1 medium red beet, peeled

1 tablespoon honey

1 medium carrot, peeled

1 teaspoon sea salt

1. Grate horseradish either in a food processor or with a box grater.
2. Grate beet and carrot. Combine in a mixing bowl with horseradish.
Add vinegar, honey, and salt.
3. Serve with raw fish, smoked fish, or sprinkled over
veggies, chicken, beef, salad, or whatever!.
4. Horseradish is best served immediately
after grating—as it loses pungency
over time. This relish can be stored
for up to 1 day, covered, in the
refrigerator.

Mashed Potatoes with
Horseradish and Garlic
The first bite of mashed potatoes is
always so great and then they kind
of lose their luster. Let’s face it, the
creaminess is great, but the flavor
is boring!
A scoop of horseradish stirred in adds
some KAPOW to potatoes and suddenly
boring becomes brilliant.
Serves 5+
2½ pounds russet potatoes,
peeled and cut into dice

1 teaspoon freshly cracked
black pepper

Extra virgin olive oil

¼ cup grated horseradish

3 cloves garlic, minced

¼ cup best quality extra
virgin olive oil

1½ cups chicken stock
2 teaspoons sea salt

Garnishes: thinly sliced scallions,
chives, crispy shallots

1. Place a large sauté pan, lightly coated with olive oil, over medium heat. Add
potatoes and garlic and cook until garlic is fragrant and starting to soften
(about 5 minutes).
2. Add stock and cover pan. Simmer until potatoes are fork tender and most
of the liquid has been absorbed. Mash potatoes with a potato masher or
immersion blender until creamy.
3. Add salt, pepper, horseradish and evoo. Stir to combine. Adjust seasoning
with salt and pepper.
4. Garnish and serve.
JUF NEWS | MARCH 2021
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ISRAEL

The Festival of Passover
Mrs. Adler’s
Gefilte Fish

WE ARE YOUR PASSOVER MATZO HEADQUARTERS! Manischewitz,

Streits or Yehuda
Passover Matzos
5 lb. pkg.,
Select Varieties

24 oz.,
Select Varieties

4

3

Kedem
Sparkling
Grape Juice

4

2/$

TEN

6

Single Item Price $3.50 ea.

refreshe
Passover
Seltzer

LIMIT 2

Select Varieties

2/$

After Mfr. Online Rebate

Retailer: We will reimburse you the face value of this coupon plus 8¢ holding provided you and the consumer have
complied with the terms of this offer. Invoices providing purchases of sufficient stock to cover presented coupons
must be shown on request. Any other application may constitute fraud. Coupon void where prohibited taxed or
restricted. Consumer must pay any sales tax. Cash value 1/20¢ Reproduction of this coupon is expressly
prohibited. Mail to: Aron Streit Inc. CMS Dept. 702627 One Fawcett Drive Del Rio, TX 78840 DO NOT DOUBLE

Streit’s
Matzo Ball
Mixes 4.5-5 oz.

Manischewitz
Passover Egg
Matzo 12 oz.

25.4 oz.
Select Varieties

SAVE $1
ON ANY

2

2

99

Resealable Canister

6

Rokeach
Yahrzeit
Candles

10 oz.,
Select Varieties

3/$

Yehuda
Matzo Meal,
Farfel or Cake
Meal 9-16 oz.

2/$

Streit’s
Macaroons

1 ltr.,
Select Varieties

Expires 4/11/2021

STREIT’s BOX
OF 5 lbs MATZO

99

99

Manufacturers Coupon

Rokeach
Shabbos Candles 72 ct.

4

99

1 ct. Glass

1

2/$

Lieber’s
Potato Chips
Boston
Fruit Slices
8 oz.

1

99

Savion
Marshmallows

5 oz., Select Varieties

4

2/$

Joyva Chocolate Jelly
Rings or Marshmallows
9 oz., Select Varieties

4

99

Silver Spring
Passover
Horseradish
Tabatchnick
Passover Soups

15 oz., Select Varieties

5

2/$

Ungar’s
Passover Gefilte Fish

22 oz., Frozen, Sweet or No Sugar

4

99

Baron Herzog
Jeunesse or Ben Ami

Carmel

8

9

750 ml., Chardonnay &
Select Varieties,
Single Bottle Price $9.99

99

*10% OFF WHEN YOU BUY 6 OR MORE

Limit 3

750 ml.,
Muscato or Emerald
Reserve Chienin Blanc,
Single Bottle Price $10.99

89

*10% OFF WHEN YOU BUY 6 OR MORE

5 oz. Jar,
Select Varieties

5

4/$

5 oz.,
Select Varieties

3

2/$

Breakstone’s
Whipped
Butter 8 oz.,

Salted or Unsalted

5

2/$

Teperberg
Impression Series

Bartenura

750 ml., Pinot Grigio &
Select Varieties,
Single Bottle Price $13.99

12

59

*10% OFF WHEN YOU BUY 6 OR MORE

Sale prices good through March 28, 2021. Some items may not be available at all stores. While supplies last. No rainchecks.

A real-life superhero is bridge
between two communities
WHEN GEULA HADARAI SPEAKS o
 f her journey on foot from Ethiopia

to Sudan, her eyes light up with a defiant fire that brings to mind a real-life
Wonder Woman. As an eight-year-old, she and her family marched 700 miles
in silence, walking at night and hiding during the day.
After a week and a half they reached a refugee camp in Sudan, where they
would stay for two years, keeping their faith secret for fear of the Sudanese.
Every once in a while, the Mossad and its Ethiopian Jewish operatives would
pick a few families and whisk them away in the middle of the night. “They are
going to Yerusalem,” Geula was told. One Saturday, a knock was heard on the
door. They were leaving that night.
The family was packed into a truck with 150 Jews, hidden under a tarp. Not
a sound was heard during the three-hour ride, for fear of being caught by the
Sudanese. Geula felt a mixture of fear of the unknown and an excitement at the
prospect of reaching Jerusalem. “I was going to fulfill my dream and that of my
ancestors,” she said with a sparkle in her eye.

They arrived at the Red Sea Diving Resort, a fake front maintained by the
Mossad to cover up the clandestine activity. When asked about the movie
about the resort, Geula smiled. “The true heroes were our own Ferede Aklum,
a community leader who led Ethiopian aliyah, and our families, but the movie
doesn’t show that,” she said.
Each family boarded a tiny boat and skimmed over the choppy water toward
an Israeli Navy ship. When Geula was lifted on board, her first thought was:
“These men must be sick! They all have pale, white skin.” She had never seen
white men.
Absorption in Israel was not easy for the community. They had to learn a new
language, culture, and customs, and make a leap of a thousand years to a technologically advanced country. What set them apart, and forever would, was
the color of their skin. Many encountered prejudice and bias from some veteran Israelis, many of whom had suffered the same prejudice as new immigrants
from Morocco, Iraq, or Yemen in the 1950s. Geula was shocked. How could the
land of milk and honey allow discrimination against another Jew?
“When faced with challenges,” Geula said, “you either blame your parents
for taking you out of Ethiopia, or you gather your strength and declare: I am
here to prove my strength.” Indeed, Geula proved her strength. She excelled at
school, became a teacher, married, and raised a family.
Today, Geula runs the Beita Israel Village (Hinneni), an experiential cultural
conservation center for Ethiopian immigrants in Kiryat Gat, JUF’s Partnership
region. The farm was established thanks to a grant from JUF, and still receives
our support. It provides land for elderly Ethiopian Jews, where they retain
their sense of usefulness. The farm teaches thousands of visitors about the rich
culture of Ethiopia’s Jewish community and heritage, a source of pride to veteran Israelis and, more importantly, to young kids of Ethiopian descent born
in Israel.
Geula fights for acceptance of all Jews and full integration into society.
“Many still see a person’s skin color and not their individual value,” she said.
“Israeli society needs to repair itself and learn to accept the other. The road
ahead is still long.”
Geula is a superhero, a bridge between two communities. She teaches young
Israelis of the Ethiopian community to take pride in their past while building
a better Israel for future generations. Hundreds of Chicagoans visit the farm
through JUF, which is proud to support Geula in shattering prejudice and
teaching about the rich heritage of Ethiopia’s Jewish community. 
Pictured: Geula at the Beita Israel Village, a conversation center for Ethiopian immigrants in
Kiryat Gat. (Photo credit: Ofer Bavly)

BY O F E R B AV LY
Ofer Bavly is the Director General of the JUF Israel Office.

750 ml., Cabernet
Sauvignon Semi Dry &
Select Varieties,
Single Bottle Price $16.99

15

29

*10% OFF WHEN YOU BUY 6 OR MORE

JUF’s Partnership Together (P2G) is a program of the Jewish Agency for Israel that links communities in the Diaspora with communities in Israel. Chicago’s P2G
region of Kiryat Gat-Lachish-Shafir is located in Israel’s northern Negev. Through P2G, more than $1 million of funding from JUF’s annual campaign supports
projects that promote the region’s development, improve the quality of life for its residents, and connects them with Chicago Jewry through “people-to-people”
programs. This story is one of a series titled “25 Stories,” celebrating 25 years of partnership between JUF and Kiryat Gat, Lachish, and Shafir.
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Science and technology
Promising new treatments
for autism, Parkinson’s, and deafness
Recent years have provided substantial research
on the effect of genetics on the development of
autism and other neurodevelopmental disorders.
Researchers have focused on the commonalities
of those mutations and how they impact on the
functioning of the brain.
A study conducted by professors Sagiv Shifman
and Yosef Yarom at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem has found that genes associated with
autism tend to be involved in the regulation of other genes. Their research tested how a mutation in
one of the most prominent genes associated with
autism impacted brain development. Their findings concluded that the mutation led to symptoms
ranging from hyper-social behavior to learning
disabilities, and also inhibited the production of
new neurons.
“Our work with this specific gene—that we
know is connected to autism and significantly
impacts on the functioning of the brain—provides
us with considerable hope that we will be able to
develop medicines to assist children with autism,”
Professor Shifman said.
Genetics are also the basis for a potential new
treatment for deafness and hearing loss. One in

every 200 children is born with a hearing impairment, and one in every 1,000 is born deaf. In about
half of these cases, deafness is caused by a genetic
mutation.
But delivering healthy genetic material into the
inner ear cells of mice that have a genetic-based
deafness prevented the gradual deterioration of
hearing and enabled the cells to function normally. The study was led by Professor Karen Avraham
at Tel Aviv University, whose lab discovered a
rare form of genetic deafness a few years ago. The
process could lead to a breakthrough in treating
children born with various mutations that lead to
deafness.
Meanwhile, studies into a protein offers promising therapeutics that could slow down or halt the
progression of Parkinson’s disease, which affects
over one million people in the U.S. and 10 million
worldwide.
Dr. Claude Brodski, M.D., who heads BenGurion University’s Laboratory for Molecular
Neuroscience, discovered that the BMP5/7 protein
signaling in neurons was significantly reduced in
dopamine-producing brain cells, contributing to
Parkinson’s disease advancement.

She studies seashells
to save the seashore

2

Professor Sigal Abramovich heads the
Laboratory for Foraminiferal Research at BenGurion University’s Department of Earth and
Environmental Sciences. She studies foraminifera—tiny organisms that date twice as far back as
the dinosaurs, yet still thrive in the oceans today.
These creatures produce shells from calcium
and carbon found in seawater. The shells store
the chemical and physical properties of the water
from which they were formed, and so are invaluable to climate research. Further, foraminifera
grow their shells by adding chambers, which
provides a way to monitor the properties as they
change over time.

50

JUF NEWS | MARCH 2021

1

The buzz? A new Israeli
bee species
Israeli researchers were excited by the discovery of a new bee
species, particularly in light of worldwide population decreases
in bees and other pollinators.
Hebrew University of Jerusalem researchers were studying
the impact of restoration activities on a threatened ecosystem
along Israel’s Sharon region when they found a species of bee
that had never before been recorded. It is believed to be unique
to sand dunes found on Israel’s coastal plains. It was named
Lasioglossum dorchini, after the Israeli bee researcher Dr. Achik
Dorchin at Tel Aviv University. 

3

“These findings are very promising,” says Dr.
Brodski, “since they suggest that BMP5/7 could
slow or stop Parkinson’s disease progression.” 
(Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c)

Using spatial-temporal monitoring, researchers
can now detect heavy metals at very low concentrations in the shells, even before they are considered pollution.
Professor Abramovich collaborates with an
international network of oceanographers to encourage countries to adopt regular foraminifera
monitoring based on the methods developed in
her lab. The shells’ high diversity—and presence
in all marine habitats—make them ideal candidates for monitoring of pollution and its impacts.
She advocates using these seashells, and the
substances embedded in them, to monitor undetected industrial pollution from factories and desalination plants along the Israeli coastline—and
worldwide. 

IsraelNow Chicago:
your 8th grade Israel experience.
Discover the adventure in this week-long
immersive trip to Israel. Learn about upcoming
trips and events at IsraelNowTrip.org.

PHOTOS
1. A 3D rendering of an inner-ear hair cell of a mouse treated for
deafness showing the nucleus (blue), cytoskeleton (green) and
nuclear-membrane protein (red). (Photo: Shahar Taiber)

Wishing you a joyous Passover!

חג שמח

2. The shells of foraminifera contain a record of the substances—
including pollutants—from the waters where they were formed.
3. A new bee species, so far found only in Israel’s coastal plains,
was recently discovered.
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SOUL SEARCHING

Dayenu—this year’s Seders
will be enough
TH I S PESAC H , none of us really need to ask, “Why is this night different from

all other nights?” In fact, if I focus on that, I feel heartbroken. “Let all who are
hungry come and eat.” Not this year. Once again, we will not have the Seder we
desire.
But if I only think about what is different these Seder
nights, I will be miserable. So this Pesach, instead of
speaking about why this night is different, I choose to focus on what is the same. What remains after so much has
changed. And for me what remains, what has always remained for Jews, are the words. The words of our beloved
Haggadah. The words that are so familiar, with many passages that we can recite by heart.
Our Haggadah is the ultimate book of hope. It is good to
remember that almost all of it was composed during various periods in our history when Jews were certainly not
free. Either they were under foreign rule in the Land of
Israel or oppressed in the diaspora countries where they
lived.
None of our ancestors lived with the freedom we have
almost come to take for granted. We who are chafing from having our own
freedom of movement curtailed for such a temporary amount of time could
learn from the optimism of the Haggadah. The book is infused with such optimism. This year we are slaves, but certainly by this time next year we will be
free.
This is what is the most inspirational message of the Haggadah: Bad times
cannot, must not, will not last forever. Certainly, next year must be better than
this year. And if it is not, well, there is always the year after. We will say “next
year in Jerusalem,” and say it over and over for 2,000 years until it becomes a
reality. Jews are really good at playing the long game.

And what do we do while we wait? We tell the story of God’s greatness and
God’s mercy. We remind ourselves that God is on the side of the lowly slave, not
the most powerful ruler of the day. God is not on Pharaoh’s side. This is a revolutionary concept that changed the world.
Until the advent of modern history, rulers believed
themselves to rule either by divine right or because they
themselves were divine. Our Torah comes to revolutionize the world with the belief that God cares about the oppressed and will fight for them. And we are told if we want
to be holy, we better do that, too.
I will also try and remember this year, as we sing
the popular Passover song “Dayenu,” that, indeed, it is
enough. I have a lovely home. We have heat, hot water, and
the ability to Zoom. While I will not be preparing a feast
this year, we will have a lovely meal with plenty to eat. My
husband and I will share the words of the Haggadah that
are so deeply meaningful to both of us. We will probably
shed a tear as we remember our deceased parents and
what they did and said in Seders past, just as we do every
year. We will be grateful we have each other. We want so much more; but we
have enough, and for this we are grateful. Dayenu.
This year we will remember what is the same about this beloved holiday.
And I know we will sing. 

We want so much
more; but we have
enough, and for this
we are grateful.
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BY R A B B I D E B R A N E WM A N K A M I N
Debra Newman Kamin is the rabbi of Am Yisrael, a Conservative
synagogue in Northfield.

Secure Your
Future

The Jewish Federation of Chicago’s Create a Jewish Legacy program
is helping local Jewish nonprofits raise endowment funds!
Our program has helped 39 Jewish organizations raise $58 million in legacy commitments.
Eligible organizations can benefit from our experience with free consulting.
Bolster your organization's endowment giving through guidance
on strategic planning, donor prospecting and fundraising.

For more information about how Create a Jewish Legacy can ensure
the future of your organization, contact Rachel Sherman:

cjlchicago@juf.org

| 312-357-4853 | juf.org/legacy

LEGACIES

We remember
their generosity

Norma T. Fish
Al Gitelman
Evelyn R. Greene
Myles Jarrow
Irene Katz
Edie Kaye
Susan Zukrow Mackevich
Maurice P. Raizes
Dorothy Brooks Sacher
Leslie Schwartzman
Ida Siegel

CUR R E NT
AGE

DE F F E R AL
PE R I OD

PAYOUT
R AT E

60

5 years

6.7%

60

10 years

7.8%

65

5 years

6.9%

An example may illustrate this more clearly.
Sadie Tzedakah establishes a deferred charitable gift annuity by donating $50,000. She is thinking of retiring in 10 years, which is a few years after her youngest is finished with college. Sadie is
63 now and at the age of her first payout, she will
be 73. The Jewish Federation pays her an annuity of 8.0%, or $4,000 annually, paid in quarterly
amounts of $1,000. Sadie receives a charitable tax
deduction in the amount of $13,904.40 and a part
of the payments is tax free. When she passes
away, the remainder becomes a gift to the Jewish
Federation in her memory. 

65

10 years

8.1%

70

5 years

7.3%

If you would like to learn more about deferred charitable gift annuities and other gift planning opportunities, contact Steven Wander or any of the Legacies
and Endowments professionals at (312) 357-4853
or legacy@juf.org.

70

10 years

8.5%

This is not legal advice. Please consult your tax
and/or financial advisor before making a gift.

75

5 years

8%

75

10 years

9.3%

Two-life and immediate one- and
two-life rates are available.

312-807-3990 | dadsrights.com | Follow our victories!

Real Estate Auction March 10, 2021

J EW I S H U N I T ED F U N D

A S A M P L I N G O F O U R R AT E S

Matrimonial Trial Attorneys

On behalf of the South Barrington Park District

EXCESS PROPERTY +/- 34 Acre Vacant Land Parcel
South of the intersection of RT 59 (Sutton Rd.) and Bartlett Rd., South Barrington, IL

Previously valued at approximately $3,500,000
To be sold subject to a minimum bid of $1,750,000 and approval of the
Board of Commissioners of the South Barrington Park District
(plus a 5 % buyers premium)

Rick Levin & Associates, Inc. | since 1991
312.440.2000 | www.ricklevin.com

J EW I S H F ED ERAT I O N
Jacqueline Brumlik
Bertha Dolton
Jessica T. Feldman
Stefi Geisel
Annette Goldberg
Evelyn R. Greene
Rosyln Grodzin
Esther Klatz
Dr. Albert and Gwen Miller
Michael Miselman
Dr. Gertrude Pollitt
Charlene Raimondi
Julius A. Richman
Leona Z. Rosenberg
Sylvia Rosett
Abraham and Regina Sigal
Phyllis S. Tinsley
Elaine Weinstein

MichaelSilver.com

CPAs | Advisors

CREATIVE AND
PRACTICAL
EXPERTISE

BY S T E V E N A . WA N D E R
Steven A. Wander is Assistant Vice President of the
Legacies & Endowment department of the Jewish
United Fund.

There are many planned giving options available to make gifts to the
Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Chicago: Bequest, outright gift
or property, donor advised fund, pooled income fund, and others.
For information, please contact:
DAVID S. ROSEN
BEN GURION WAY, 30 S. WELLS ST., 3RD FLOOR
CHICAGO, IL 60606

• Management Consulting

• Financial and Business Advisory

• Business Strategy

• Valuation Services

• Tax Planning and Compliance

• International Capabilities

• Accounting and Assurance

• Investment Advisory Services

Deerfield | Chicago | 847.982.0333
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Member of GMN International: www.gmni.com

2020

ing about the future—especially if you or a loved
one are looking to retire in a few years. A deferred
charitable gift annuity is one way to make a gift
now to secure your future.
Here is how it works: When you make a gift of
cash or appreciated stock, the Jewish Federation
makes payments to you starting at a date in the future. These payments are fixed and paid to you at a
rate based on your age and the payout date you select; the rate and your charitable deduction will be
higher the longer you defer your payments. If you
have not set a date for retirement, you can check
with us about flexible options. Charitable gift annuities that pay immediately are also available.
Deferred gift annuities can be set up with a
minimum of $10,000. In exchange, the Jewish
Federation will make guaranteed quarterly payments to you and/or your designated loved one
throughout your and/or their lifetime. Upon your
and/or their passing, the remainder becomes a
gift to the Jewish community.
If you own appreciated stock that has been held
for more than one year, you can receive the added
benefit of bypassing part of the capital gains tax.
The remaining capital gains would be distributed
over a number of years.
At right is a sample of our rates, which may vary
based on when the gift annuity is established and
the length of the deferral period.

Jeffery M. Leving, Ltd.

The Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Chicago gratefully
recall those—may their memory be a blessing—who have left the
posthumous mark of their compassion upon our community through
a bequest to the Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Chicago
during the preceding year.

Charting
a secure
future
AT EVERY STAG E O F L IFE , 
you are think-

Law Offices of

SIMCHAS

This year
we’re making the
impossible

      

   

Mazel tov!
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Mazel tov to Ashley and
Joshua Gibbs on the birth of
a son, Dean Micah, to grandparents Laurel and Barry
Abramowicz, to grandparents
Tami and Dan Gibbs, and
great-grandparents Sheldon and
Linda Gibbs.

POSSIBLE.
Happy Passover, from Masa!
www.masaisrael.org

ENGAGEMENTS
Mazel tov to Mr. and Mrs.
Len Albert on the engagement
of their daughter, Michelle
Rebecca, to Sam Elliot Schauer,
and to grandparents Mr. and
Mrs. Mark Albert and Mr. and
Mrs. Lev Libanov.

A PARTNER WITH THE JEWISH UNITED
FUND IN SERVING OUR COMMUNITY.

Mazel tov to Remy Kaskel,
daughter of Debra Yampol and
Michael and Elyse Kaskel, and
Eliot Kerschner, son of Judy and
David Kerschner, on their engagement, and to grandparents
Rabbi Hillel and Carol Yampol,
Rhodalee and the late Albert
Kaskel, Beverley Warshawski,
Rochelle and the late Jack
D. Frank, and the late Aileen
and Sydney Kerschner. (Photo
credit: Ryan Erickson of Elevate
Photography)

Mazel tov to Lily Kleinman,
on her engagement to
Max Kalef.

   
   



YO U R T E C H N O LO GY T E A M

For people who need the ability
to collaborate from anywhere.
CMIT Solutions helps organizations in Chicago
and nationally grow through secure and better
use of technology. Completely Managed IT.
Jeremy Treister, President • 312-324-0248
cmitsolutions.com/chicago-downtown

Nursing home costs
threatening your family?
Larry
Magill
Attorney
at Law

Mazel tov to Dr. Jonathan
and Debra Bloomberg on the
engagement of their son Sam
to Julie Dreyfuss. (Photo credit:
Afrik Armando)

Protecting client’s income and assets from
nursing home costs for over 25 years.

DESERVE BIG MAZELS

To see your family’s simcha in these pages, send a brief
description of your simcha and photo to Simchas@juf.org.

Commemorate life’s big moments
with JUF Tribute Cards!

For privacy considerations, we only accept submissions
from family members. It is the responsibility of those submitting
the photo, not of JUF News, to secure permission and provide
necessary photo credits for publication.

FREE CONSULTATION
Call today!

HAVE A SIMCHA TO SHARE?

(847) 564-5644

• Celebrate engagements,
weddings & anniversaries
• Welcome new babies
• Honor Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
• Mark special birthdays
• Recognize achievements
& awards

For listing guidelines, visit juf.org/news/simcha_guidelines.

WE CAN ALSO ASSIST YOU WITH:

» Powers of Attorney, Wills and Trusts
» Probate and Estate Administration
» Guardianships
» Real Estate Transactions

Mazel tov to Ms. Susan
Heller and Mr. Gary Heller
on the engagement of their
daughter Julie Heller to Daniel
Joseph, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Randy Joseph, and to grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
Joseph.

Easy ordering online at juf.org/tribute
or call 312-357-4866 | Minimum donation: $10

CenterForElderLawSolutions.com
555 Skokie Blvd., Suite 250 • Northbrook
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W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G

On behalf of a grateful community,

THANK YOU

Save the date for JUF events!
Making the UnOrdinary
Extraordinary

Virtually Limitless:
Our Shared Shelf

MARCH 2
7:30 P.M. | VIRTUAL

MARCH 17
7 P.M. | VIRTUAL

Join the JUF Young Women’s
Board for an evening with
Simone Knego, author of The
Extraordinary UnOrdinary You
and past Young Leadership
Cabinet President.

In conjunction with National
Women’s Philanthropy, the JUF
Women’s Division is hosting
a monthly book club. Virtual
meetings will take place on the
third Wednesday of each month
at 7 p.m. The March meeting
will discuss The Great Kosher
Meat War of 1902 by Scott D.
Seligman.

To register, visit:
juf.org/extraordinary
Women who make an individual
gift of $118 are invited to attend.
For more information, contact
ShelbyScheck@juf.org or
312-357-4825.
$118 (women’s only)

Virtual Spring LEADS
MARCH 9, 16, 23; APRIL 6, 13,
20, 27; MAY 7
6–8 P.M. | VIRTUAL

The Spring LEADS Program
is a great way to meet new
people in Chicago, and offers
an introductory exploration of
the Jewish community in a fun,
relaxed social setting. Small
groups will be formed and
separated by age.
To register, visit: juf.org/leads
Registration is complimentary per
participant who has given $25
or more to the 2021 JUF Annual
Campaign.
Cost is $25 per participant for
first-time donors or donors who
have not made their 2021 JUF
Annual Campaign gift of $25
or more. (The $25 cost will be a
tax-deductible gift to the 2021
JUF Annual Campaign.)
For more information, contact
SaraWineburgh@juf.org or
312-357-4942.

Passover Swag Bag
at Silverstein Base Hillel:
Lincoln Park

To register, visit:
bit.ly/oursharedshelf
There is no cost to attend.
We encourage you to make a
meaningful, individual gift to the
2021 JUF Annual Campaign.
For more information, contact
ElissaKagan@juf.org or
312-357-4803.

How to Passover at Home
MARCH 22
7–8:30 P.M. | VIRTUAL

We are more prepared for
Passover in a pandemic than we
were last year, but no one is an
expert! Join YLD and Silverstein
Base Hillel for a conversation
about how to make the most of
Passover this year. We will touch
on the practical and the spiritual.

MARCH 25, 4–8 P.M.
MARCH 26, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

YLD, Silverstein Base Hillel,
OneTable, and Repair the World
Chicago have partnered to offer
complimentary Passover Swag
Bags to make your Passover
as sweet, meaningful, and
celebratory as possible during
this time. You will receive a
few key items needed to help
celebrate Passover virtually,
such as grape juice, matzah,
sweet treats, a mock seder
plate, an abridged Haggadah,
and more! To qualify for a
complimentary Swag Bag, you
must register for one of the
participating organization’s
events. More information about
signing up for a qualifying event
is on the registration page.

to our JUF Corporate Partners who provide resources that help JUF assist
people in need to overcome life’s challenges, transforming daily life for over
500,000 Chicagoans of all faiths and millions of Jews worldwide.

A meaningful gift
to the JUF Annual
Campaign is required
to attend certain
events. A number
beside the box
indicates there is a
minimum amount.

$75,000

$50,000

$25,000

Bartlit Beck
Deloitte LLP
DLA Piper US LLP

Hyatt Regency Chicago
Katten
Kovitz Investment Group LLC

Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC
Mayer Brown LLP
Miller Cooper & Co., Ltd

Much Shelist, P.C.
Plante Moran
RSM US LLP

$10,000

To register, visit: juf.org/swagbag

Balyasny Asset Management
BDO USA, LLP
Dentons US LLP
Ernst & Young
GEM Realty Capital

For more information, contact
MollyRudnick@juf.org or
312-357-4738.

Goldman Sachs & Co
Greenberg Traurig LLP
JMB Realty Corporation
Law Offices of Jonathan Merel, P.C.
National Wrecking Company

Next Realty
Pine Tree Commercial Realty LLC
Reed Smith LLP
Schiff Hardin LLP
The Scion Group LLC

Senior Lifestyle Corporation
Wells Fargo

$ 7, 5 0 0

The First Bank of Highland Park
March

To register, visit:
juf.org/passoverathome
Registration is complimentary.
In lieu of a registration fee,
an additional $25 donation
to the JUF Annual Campaign
is suggested.

Arthur Hill & Co
Barack Ferrazzano Kirschbaum & Nagelberg LLP
Belgravia Group
Charles Schwab
CIBC
CME Group
The Cohn Weisskopf Oxman Group
at Morgan Stanley
Devon Bank
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
FGMK, LLC
Fields Auto Group
First Midwest Bank
Gofen & Glossberg, LLC

March–May

For more information, contact
MollyRudnick@juf.org or
312-357-4738.

$5,000

17

$25

Gould & Ratner LLP
Grant Thornton LLP
Harrison & Held, LLP
Herman Agency, Inc.
Horizon Realty Group
ICM Properties, Inc.
Illinois Hammer Injury Law Firm
Dworkin & Maciariello
JLL
JRG Capital Partners
King & Spalding LLP
Kona Advisors LLC
KPMG
Kriezelman Burton & Associates LLC

Latham & Watkins LLP
Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants
Locke Lord LLP
Marcus & Millichap
Mesirow Financial
Monroe Capital LLC
Mosaic Construction LLC DBA
Design Construction Concepts
MZ Capital Partners
Neal Gerber & Eisenberg LLP
Northern Trust
Oak Realty Group, Inc./Oak Residential Partners
Origin Ventures
Proskauer Rose LLP

Rapoport Weisberg & Sims P.C.
Sarnoff & Baccash
Strategic Wealth Partners, LLC
The Wolcott Group, LLC
Tucker Development
Venture One
Walton Street Capital, LLC
Waterton Associates LLC
WHI Real Estate Partners, L.P.
William Blair
Wintrust Corporation
Wipfli LLP
Wolverine Execution Services, LLC
Worsek & Vihon LLP

CANDLELIGHTING TIMES
March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26
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5:28 p.m.
5:36 p.m.
6:44 p.m.
6:51 p.m.

Ki Tisah
Vayakel-Pikudei
Vayikra
Tzav

March 27
March 28
April 2
April 3

7:53 p.m.
7:54 p.m.
6:59 p.m.
8:01 p.m.

Erev Pesach/Seder 1
Seder 2
Erev 7th Day of Pesach
Erev 8th Day of Pesach

For information on corporate partnership opportunities, please contact LindyDembowitz@juf.org or 312-357-4662.
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Community events
MONDAYS, MARCH 1–29
6–7:30 P.M.

TUESDAY, MARCH 2
2–3 P.M.

Renewing Bikur Cholim in the
Time of COVID-19 (Virtual).
This program will provide an
educational forum and a venue
for exchange of ideas and
concerns, assisting providers
and volunteers in providing this
essential service. Other topics
will include expanding your
spiritual toolbox, being a caring
presence with technology,
providing for the dying, shiva
during the pandemic, new
approaches to prayer, dealing
with dementia, new forms of
loss, and grappling with isolation
and loneliness. The cost for the
entire 10-session program is
$72. You can choose to attend
as many sessions as you want at
$36 for three sessions or $18 for
an individual session. There is a
generous scholarship program.
Registration is required.
410-733-3700,
info@jewish-funerals.org.

A Window into the World of
Hereditary Cancer (Virtual).
Join us for a discussion and
showcase of short films
describing real stories of real
people with BRCA mutations—
hereditary genetic changes
that can cause cancer. Genetic
counselor Shelly Weiss
McQuaid, filmmaker Rachel
Pikelny, and Sivan Schondorf—
one of the film subjects—will
join for live discussion and
Q&A. This event is presented
in partnership with the Norton
& Elaine Sarnoff Center
for Jewish Genetics, JCC
Chicago, and the Northbrook
Public Library. 312-357-4718,
jewishgenetics@juf.org.

Check out AJC’s Advocacy
Anywhere programming
at ajc.org/advocacy-anywhere.
Near-daily programming oppor
tunities bring thought leaders
on a variety of topics into the
comfort of your own home.

TUESDAYS, MARCH 2–APRIL 27
4–4:30 P.M.

Virtual Yoga with a Special
Focus on Mental Well-Being
and Mindfulness. Every
Tuesday afternoon, please join
No Shame On U and take the
time to calm your mind and
strengthen your body with this
free, 30-minute virtual yoga
class. All are welcome. All
levels. No equipment needed.
miriam@noshameonu.com.

TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS,
MARCH 2–MAY 26
4:30–5:30 P.M.

Time to Talk During
COVID Times (Virtual).
A comfortable and safe place
for adults who feel alone or
isolated to meet and talk with
others experiencing similar
feelings. JCFS Chicago will
facilitate mutual support
through encouragement,
hopefulness, and
companionship.
For more information, to
register, and to receive a
Zoom link, email Laurie
Garber-Amram. This series
is free and open to the
public. 847-745-5454,
LaurieGarber-Amram@JCFS.org.
WEDNESDAYS THROUGH
MAY 12, 8:30 P.M.

Weekly Global Class (Virtual).
Join Rabbi Simon Jacobson as
he examines life and offers a
comprehensive blueprint of
the human psyche. Discover
how to live a truly happy and
meaningful life by using your
divine gifts and wisdom to
reach your highest potential.
Join our livestream on MLC-TV
or stream on Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, YouTube, and several
other carriers. 718-774-6448,
rachel@meaningfullife.com.
SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 6–9 P.M.

JDBY-YTT Annual Banquet.
Join us at our annual banquet.
Location TBD. 773-465-8889,
businessoffice@jdbyytt.org.

Spring Forward Survival Kit (Virtual)
SUNDAY, MARCH 14 | 9:30–10 A.M.

Survive the time change with our help! Former jBaby Chicago
Parent Ambassador and author Arianna Brooks will join us
to read her brand-new book My Mushy Matzo Ball and other
fun books and songs. Registration includes delicious bagels,
coffee, and a hot-off-the-presses copy of Arianna’s book.
For more information, please email jbabychicago@juf.org
or call 630-880-6623.
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MONDAY, MARCH 8, 4–5 P.M.

Moriah Congregation’s Speaker
Event. Senator Joe Lieberman
will be speaking. Stay tuned for
more details. 847-948-5340,
jalex@moriahcong.org.
TUESDAY, MARCH 9
6:30–7:30 P.M.

My America: Claudio Lomnitz
(Virtual). Eminent
anthropologist Claudio
Lomnitz, the founding director
of Columbia University’s
Center for Mexican Studies,
discusses his heart-wrenching
new memoir Nuestra América:
My Family in the Vertigo of
Translation. Lomnitz traces
his family’s extraordinary
voyages across Romania, Peru,
Colombia, Israel, California,
Mexico, Chile, and beyond.
Weaving the stories of Jews like
them, who fled Europe to South
America, with the complex
web of Latin American history,
Nuestra América adds to the
canon of indelible narratives
on exile, immigration, and
family memoir, yet skillfully
transcends all genres to
reveal the complex and subtle
connections between South
American radical movements
and Jewish emancipation and
exile in the early 20th century.
312-374-8790, general@
americanwritersmuseum.org.
SUNDAY, MARCH 14
9:30–10 A.M.

Spring Forward Survival
Kit (Virtual). Survive the
time change with our help!
Former jBaby Chicago Parent
Ambassador and author
Arianna Brooks will join us
to read her brand-new book
My Mushy Matzo Ball and
other fun books and songs.
Registration includes delicious
bagels, coffee, and a hot-offthe-presses copy of Arianna’s
book. 630-880-6623,
jbabychicago@juf.org.

SUNDAY MARCH 14
3–3:45 P.M.

Taste of Genesis: A Brandeis
Precollege Program (Virtual).
Interested in a great summer of
college-level Jewish learning,
community building, and fun
with other like-minded teens?
Join members of the Genesis
Precollege program team and
alumni for an interactive session
for Chicago area teens to learn
more about this amazing online
summer program offered
through Brandeis University.
naomilooper@juf.org.
SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 6–7 P.M.

Supporting People with
Diverse Abilities (Virtual).
Tzedek America, the leader
in immersive and experiential
social justice education for
Jewish teenagers, will provide
ten 60-minute digital social
justice workshops throughout
the academic year. These
powerful sessions, available
to synagogues and day
schools in North America,
will inform, encourage, and
inspire Jewish teenagers to
face the social justice issues of
North America and the world.
sandy@tzedekamerica.org.
MONDAY, MARCH 15
NOON–1 P.M.

Palm Springs Snowbird Virtual
Israel Update with Ofer Bavly.
Ofer Bavly, the Director General
of JUF’s Israel Office, will share
his perspective. 312-357-4775,
jessemagill@juf.org.
TUESDAY, MARCH 16
NOON–1:30 A.M.

Mentoring in Crisis,
Workshop 2: Building
Resilience (Virtual). Clinical
Psychologist and mental
health advocate Dr. Anat Geva
leads two online, interactive
sessions. Build a framework for
connecting in crisis, with skills
you can apply right now and
far-reaching benefits for facing
future challenges. Advance
tickets required. 312-322-1756,
bgomberg@spertus.edu.

WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 17–24
1–3 P.M.

TUESDAYS, APRIL 6–MAY 4
4–5:15 P.M.

JNew Moms Group (Virtual).
The JNew Moms Group offers
a professionally-facilitated,
supportive environment for new
moms to share their experiences
and exchange ideas as they
transition to parenthood. Weekly
small group discussions help
new moms create meaningful
connections with one another
while exploring relevant topics
such as sleep, child development,
self-care, and ways they might
incorporate Jewish culture into
their growing families. The
JNew Moms Group is for firsttime mothers of infants ages
0–6 months, and welcomes
women from both Jewish and
interfaith families. 312-357-4907,
jbabychicago@juf.org.

Opening the Heart: Becoming
a Jewish Grandparent
(Virtual). In this class, we will
explore the journey of Jewish
grandparenthood. This class is
offered as a partnership between
North Shore Congregation
Israel, jBaby Chicago, Orot:
Center for New Jewish Learning,
and the Jewish Grandparents
Network. Grandparents of all
types of Jewish families are
welcome and encouraged
to attend. 312-357-4657,
jbabychicago@juf.org.

WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 17–24
7:30–9 A.M.

JNew Dads Group (Virtual).
Because new fathers deserve
a community, too, we are
thrilled to introduce the JNew
Dads Group! Professionally
facilitated by a licensed
counselor and father of two, this
online group invites new dads
to ask questions, share their
experiences, and exchange ideas
with one another as they begin
the journey toward becoming the
fathers they want to be. Weekly
discussions will help dads
grow as parents and partners,
fostering meaningful friendships
while covering topics related to
parenting, child development,
relationships, work-life balance,
and more. The JNew Dads Group
is for first-time fathers of infants
ages 0–9 months, and welcomes
men from both Jewish and
interfaith families. 312-357-4907,
jbabychicago@juf.org.
THURSDAY, FEB. 25
7–8:30 P.M.

Grieving a Loss to Suicide
(Virtual). A free monthly JCFS
Chicago drop-in group for adults
in the Jewish community and
beyond who are navigating
the world after the loss of a
loved one to suicide. Co-led by
experienced clinicians Tracey
Lipsig Kite, LCSW and Wendy
Dolin, LCSW, a survivor of
suicide loss. Please contact
Tracey Kite for the Zoom link
and to ensure your ability to
access the event. 847-745-5411,
TraceyKite@JCFS.org.

Interested in
advertising
in JUF News?
Check out our
2021 media kit at
juf.org/news/mediakit
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TUESDAY, APRIL 6
7:30–8:30 P.M.

Teen Program Fair (Virtual).
Are you looking for ways
to connect with the Jewish
community, learn new skills,
and explore topics, such as
Israel advocacy, feminism, and
social justice through a Jewish
lens? There are a number of
exciting programs that you can
apply to now and participate
in during the 2021-22 school
year! This program is great for
current 8th-11th graders and
their parents. Register and learn
more at SpringboardChicago.
org. 312-357-4896,
naomilooper@juf.org.

PINE ROOFING COMPANY
KEDMONT WATERPROOFING CO.
Four Generations

773-539-9595

5428 N. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago
pineroofing@pineroofing.com
kedmont@kedmont.com

LISTING
DEADLINES
Submit listings for JUF
News and JUF’s online
Calendar of Events at
juf.org/calendar. The
schedule of editorial
deadlines is also
available in the online
JUF News section. Event
notices are edited for
content and space
limitations each month.

Join Us for Free Weekly Events
COMMUNITY TUESDAYS – MY GO-TO PLACE AT NOON
Virtual tours, live discussions, lectures and learning.

Upcoming
What’s Happening
submission deadlines:
April issue: March 5
May issue: April 2
June issue: April 30
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MOVE IT MONDAYS AT 11:30AM
Online classes focusing on strength and balance.
Pre-Register: jccchicago.org/communitytuesdays

Support for this program has been graciously provided by The Albert
and Lucille Delighter and Marcella Winston Foundation, a Supporting
Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago.
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Our years on this earth are limited.

FOR A BLESSING

Our deeds don’t have to be.
JUF Vice-Chair Andrea Yablon in Israel with
her children and grandchildren. Andrea and
her husband, Marshall Yablon, z”l, a former
Chairman of the Board of CJE SeniorLife, have
left bequests to the Jewish Federation.

That’s why we
have left bequests
in our wills to the
Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Chicago.
Decades from now, our
memories will come
alive every time a child
receives a scholarship to
attend Jewish summer
camp, a student connects
to her homeland on an
Israel Experience trip,
a child embraces Jewish
learning or a Chicago
senior in need is served
a hot kosher meal.
Sign a Declaration of
Intent to leave a bequest
in your will to the
Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Chicago.

Create Your
Jewish Legacy.

The Centennial Campaign
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Email Legacy@juf.org or call 312.357.4853

Abraham Twerski, 90
Hasidic rabbi and psychiatrist specialized in treating substance abuse
RABBI DR. ABRAHAM J. TWERSK I, t he scion of multiple Hasidic dynasties,

author of more than 60 books, and a physician who became a leading authority
on drug treatment and addiction, died Jan. 31.
Twerski was 90 and had been battling COVID-19 in Israel, according to
Yeshiva World News.
Born in Milwaukee into a family of incomparably distinguished rabbinic stock, Twerski was descended on his father’s side from Rabbi Menachem
Nachum Twersky, the founder of the Chernobyl Hasidic Dynasty; he was also
known as the Me’or Einayim, a work of Torah commentary he authored. His
mother was the daughter of the Bobover Hasidic rebbe.
A noted Judaic scholar in his own right, Twerski was among the last of a
breed of rabbinic authorities who also achieved recognized expertise in secular subjects and frequently presented at academic and professional conferences in the full Hasidic garb he wore every day.
After graduating from medical school in 1960, he spent two decades as the
clinical director of the psychiatry unit at St. Francis Hospital in Pittsburgh. In
1972, he founded Gateway Rehab in Pittsburgh, where he served as medical director emeritus.
Twerski wrote more than 60 books, most of which were aimed at Jewish audiences, but some of which were published by mainstream publishers for a general audience. His books addressed both religious subjects as well as a range
of self-help topics— including happiness, self-esteem, and marital issues—and
sometimes both. He was also a fan of the comic strip Peanuts and authored two
books with its creator, Charles Schultz.
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, a psychologist and former executive vice
president of the Orthodox Union, said Twerski would often say that though
he had written dozens of books, he had really written just one book about one

subject: self-esteem. That interest was rooted in his psychiatric training, but
was also connected to his Hasidic worldview, including the teachings of the
Hasidic movement’s founder, the Baal Shem Tov, whose philosophy centered
on authenticity—and, in Twerski’s understanding, self-esteem.
“In terms of relating to people, relationships, understanding the soul and
the psyche, those are the values that he grew up with and in medical school he
found that in psychiatry,” Weinreb said.
In 1996, Twerski wrote The Shame Borne in Silence, becoming one of the first
major Orthodox leaders to speak publicly about domestic violence and other
forms of abuse in the Orthodox community. “To this day, he is defamed in certain circles because he dares to speak about it,” Weinreb said in an interview
shortly before Twerski’s death.
Twerski was a vocal proponent of Alcoholics Anonymous, whose 12 steps he
found entirely consonant with Jewish teachings, despite its origins in Christian
thought. He even defended the practice of attending AA meetings in church
basements, something many strictly observant Jews are loath to do.
Within the Orthodox community, Twerski founded Nefesh, an association
for mental health workers, spanning the range of Orthodox observance and
making clear that he saw no contradiction between his Orthodox faith and his
scientific pursuits.
“He was a great believer that there was no contradiction,” Weinreb said.
“A person could be a person of great faith and a rigorous scientist.” 
Pictured: Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski in 1990. (Steve Christo/Fairfax Media via Getty Images)
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FOR A BLESSING
ABLIN,

DONALD OWEN 8

7.
Beloved husband of the late Lynne Ablin,
(nee Goldstein). Loving father of Jack
(LeeAnn) and Rachel (Steve Kipnis)
Ablin and Stacy (Steve) Halpern. Adored
grandfather (“PDon”) of 7. Dear brother
of the late Joan Sternfield. Proud son of
the late Jack Ablin and Fay Ablin Stein.
Silver Circle Member of JUF. Memorials
to The Michael J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson’s Research. The Goldman
Funeral Group.
ABRAMS, LAWRENCE IRWIN 9
 0.
Adoring husband of Trixie, (Beatrice)
Muchman. Blessed father of Elyse
(Bruce) Flack, Karen Abrams, Wendy
(Sol Rajfer) Muchman, and Melanie
(Perry) Karsen. Blessed grandfather of 8.
Great-grandfather of 4. Spouse of the late
Temma Bender Abrams. Memorials to
the Chicago Sinai Congregation’s Fund for
Social Action. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

ALBERT,

LUCIEN “CLIFF” 
53.
Beloved husband of Eve (nee Feldman)
Cherished and Devoted father of Lucas
and Julian. Dear brother of Randy
Loiseau. Devoted son of Gislaine and the
late Lucien Albert Sr. Loving son-in-law
of Roger and Judy Feldman. Close brother-in-law of Jordan Feldman. Shalom
Memorial Park. Mitzvah Memorial
Funerals.
ALTER, ARON 9
 1. Holocaust Survivor.
Husband of Lina Tarnes-Alter. Loving father of Lia (Anatoly) Arber and Michael
(Ekaterina) Alter; stepfather of Nona
(Bruce) Lisitza. Proud grandfather of
7. Cherished great grandfather of 14.
Memorials to the Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah
Music Fund. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

APPLE, DELORES 9
0. Beloved wife
of Lloyd Riback and the late Earl Apple.
Cherished mother of Dr. Neal (Vicki)
and David Apple, and Lori Sue (Alan)
Goldman. Much loved stepmother to
Paul (Judy) Riback and Ellen (Scott)
Trotcky. Loving grandmother of 7. Greatgrandmother of 9. Silver Circle Member
of JUF. Westlawn Cemetery in Norridge.
Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

BARKOW,

TED “TEDDY” 8

3.
Husband of the late Barbara. Father of
Allison (Saviano) and Tony. Poppy of 3.
Brother of Alvin and the late William.
Son of the late Harry and Gussie
(Strinel). Memorials to the Alzheimer’s
Association of America. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.
BATLER, MICHAEL DAVID 77.
Beloved husband of Donna. Loving father
of Staci (Greg) Kamp, Marci (the late
Steven) Schor, and Robert (Jill) Batler.
Proud grandfather of 7. Dear brother
of Naomi (the late Jerry) Weiss. Silver
Circle Member of JUF. Memorials to the
Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s
Research. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

BENJOYA, MARVIN 8
5. Beloved

BUCKNER, DYLAN JACOB 18. Son

husband of Joyce (nee Agron). Loving
father of Marc (Jean), Dr. Ross, and
Garry (Julie). Adored Papa of 9. Proud
great-grandfather of 2. Devoted son of
the late Daniel and Dora. Dear brother
of Mitchell. Treasured uncle of many.
Memorials to JUF, or to Helping Hands
Network. The Goldman Funeral Group.

of Chris and Karen (nee Teitelbaum).
Brother of Ethan. Grandson of Leonard
Teitelbaum. Nephew of Howard S.
Teitelbaum, Howie Teitelbaum, Don
Buckner Jr., Jane Waldren and Meg
Buckner. Cousin of Daniel and Andrew
Teitelbaum and Sarah Buckner. Grandson
of the late Dorothy Teitelbaum,
Don Buckner Sr. and Grace Buckner.
Memorials to National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline, to American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention, or to GBN Booster
Club, c/o Cari Stoneburner, 2012
Thornwood Lane, Northbrook, IL 60062,
Venmo: @GlenbrookNorth-BoosterClub,
Memo: #Buck7. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

BERGER, BERNICE “BINNIE” (nee
Hafer (Eyfa)) 97. Beloved wife of the late
Seymour “Sy” Berger. Treasured mother of Michelle “Micki” (Mike) Sarab,
Robin (Mark) Goldstein, and Karen
(Bob) Kaplan. Cherished Grandma of
5. Proud Bubbe and Great-Grandma of
5. Devoted daughter of the late Samuel
and Rose Hafer. Cherished sister of the
late Dorothy (late Sherman) Friedman.
Dear sister-in-law of the late Morton and
Frances Berger, Eleanor and late Louis
Beller, and the late Phyllis and Norman
Weiner. Caring aunt to many. Memorials
to the Alzheimer’s Association or Babi
Yar Memorial via Yad Vashem. Shalom
Memorial Funeral Home.

BERK, BARBARA A. 8
 7. Beloved wife
of the late Lawrence. Loving mother of
Richard (Laura) and Leslie Berk. Proud
grandmother of 5. Dear sister-in-law
of Marge (John C.) Brausam. Devoted
sister of the late Shirley Wolf and Phylis
Slavin. Aunt, great-aunt, and cousin of
many. Memorials to Jewish Women
International. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

BLOCK, JEAN ( nee Rose) 92. Beloved
wife of the late David. Loving mother of
Sheree and Phil (Becky) Block, Nanette
(Block) Perkins, and the late Steven
Block. Proud grandmother of 8. Greatgrandmother of 3. Memorials to PAWS
Chicago. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

BLOOM, ALICE R. ( nee Helfgott) 96.
Beloved wife of the late Sidney. Loving
mother of Dr. Robert (Judy) and the
late Penny. Adored grandmother of 3.
Proud great-grandmother of 2. Devoted
daughter of the late Maurice and Shirley
Helfgott. Cherished sister of Ruth (late
Sheldon) Robinson and the late Norman
(late Jen) Helfgott. Treasured aunt of
many. Memorials to the Illinois Spina
Bifida Association. The Goldman Funeral
Group.

BLOOMFIELD,


100.

Daughter of the late Louis and Dora Ronz.
Wife of Leo Osher and the late Henry H.
Bloomfield. Mother of Rebecca (Jerry
Pearlstein) and Ellie Bloomfield and
Nancy Swimm. Grandmother of 4. Greatgrandmother of 5. Sister of the late Sylvia
(Joe) Siegel, Alyce (Max) Weisbach,
Marvin (Rita) Ronz. Sister-in-law of Irwin
Bloomfield. Aunt and great-aunt of many.
The Goldman Funeral Group.

BEN EZRA, MIGUEL 
65. Beloved
husband of Zahava. Loving father of Liat
(Ala), Donna (Steve), and Miriam. Proud
grandfather of 4. Dear brother of Albert
(Tzipi) and Levana (Ervick). Chicago
Jewish Funerals.
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Double Outdoor
Crypt for Sale
SHALOM MEMORIAL PARK

Beth Shearim Mausoleum
Unit R, Crypt RA, Level 6
F/R (Front & Rear Spaces)
CEMETERY PRICE:

$14,465

ASKING PRICE:

(including all transfer
and maintenance fees)

$11,525

CONTACT ANDY:

Miamiis1@aol.com
or text 847-612-5026

BLUMBERG, JOHN HENRY “JACK”
 9. Veteran, Korean War. Devoted hus8
band to Barbara (Levenson). Son of the
late Morris A. and Pearl (Shiffman).
Loving father of Benjamin, JoAnne, and
Paula. Proud Papa of 4. Dear brother of
the late A. James (late Ruth) Blumberg
and Nancy (the late Marvin) Whitman.
Loving son-in-law of the late Benjamin
and Minnie (Rose) Levenson. Dear brother-in-law of the late Samuel Levenson.
Memorials to North Suburban Synagogue
Beth El. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

BORIS, LEONA (nee Baime) 98.
Beloved wife of the late Solomon J.
Loving mother of Douglas (Pat) and
Arnold (Barbara). Proud grandmother
of 3. Dear sister of the late Max Baime,
Dena Krone, Bernice Friedman, Bessie
Browde and Libby Goldstein. Memorials
to Congregation Kol Emeth, or to the
American Cancer Society. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.

BRANDFON, LILLIAN L. 9
 2. Beloved
wife of the late William. Loving mother of
Ellen Riech, Frances (Michael) McTague,
Margery (Stephen) Myers, and Michael
(Sara) Brandfon. Cherished grandmother of 8. Devoted aunt of many. Silver
Circle Member of JUF. Memorials to the
Chicago Botanic Garden. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

BROSTEN, SHIRLEY 9
8. Beloved
mother of Mitchell Davidson, Rita
Davidson and Sandra Davidson. Proud
grandmother of 2. Loving sister of
Raymond (Arlene) Green, and the
late Mata (the late Henry) Schaye and
Pearl Harris. Memorials to the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.

CALABRO,

JACK LOUIS 
79.
Devoted father of Rachel (Bela) Barner
and Michael Calabro. Grandpa Jack of
1. Memorials to The City Colleges of
New York Harris ’62 Scholarship Fund
or to Temple Sholom. Lakeshore Jewish
Funerals.
COHN, DOROTHY E. 
(nee Stein)
100. Beloved wife and companion of the
late Lester, MD. Loving mother of Marty
and Gary (the late Deborah Pomeranz)
Cohn and Mimi (Larry) Breit. Adored
grandmother of 3. Treasured great-grandmother of 1. Dear sister of the late Sally
(the late Alex) Jacob, Dinah Lublin, Gitel
Stein and Chaiyala Stein. Dear sister-inlaw of the late Meyer (the late Pauline
and Sarell) Cohn, Ruth (the late David)
Hanig, Jeanette (the late Leonard) Rubin,
Etta Gorren and Rose (the late Jack)
Lifshitz. Cherished aunt of many. Silver
Circle Member of JUF. Memorials to
Alzheimer’s Association. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

DEFILIPPIS,

SUZANNA

(nee
Mantelman) 71. Beloved mother of Joshua
Ake. Proud grandmother of Amanda and
Jason Ake. Dear sister of the late Sarabeth
Busta DeFilippis. Cherished significant
other of Mike Hulsebus. Memorials to
the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.
DIAMOND, LOUIS E. 9
7. Veteran,
WWII. Beloved husband of Marlene (nee
Barnett). Devoted and loving father of
Steven (Mary) Diamond, Sarai (Steven)
Josen and the late Beth Diamond.
Cherished grandfather of 4. Adored
great-grandfather of 2. Dear brother of the late Rebecca “Betty” (Harry)
Bryan, Irving (Rena) Diamond and Sarah
“Shirley” (Jack) Foreman. Memorials to
JUF. Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

DICKER,

KARAN “KAY” (
nee
Hoffman) 79. Beloved wife of the late
Gerald M. “Gerry.” Loving mother of
Deborah Dicker and Steven (Amy)
DeLuca. Dear grandmother of 4.
Memorials to The American Cancer
Society, or to Alzheimer’s Association.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.
DRIBIN, DENA JANE (nee Grusin)
95. Adored daughter of the late Simon
and Hannah Grusin. Beloved wife of the
late Seymour Dribin. Long-time companion of Leonard Baines. Loving mother of
Debrah (Dale) Parker, Sandra (Charles)
Gilbert, and Philip (Marilyn) Dribin. Like
a mom to Richard and Karin Baines.
Cherished grandmother of 4. Doting
great-grandmother of 1. Beloved aunt and
cousin of many. Memorials to National
Kidney Foundation’s Camp Chimer.
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

COSBY, JOHN 72. Beloved husband of

DROBNY, IRVING Beloved husband

Linda. Loving father of Rebecca, Jennifer
(Adam) Thanos, Alan and David (Jenna).
Adored grandfather of 2. Dear brother-inlaw to Bonnie Lucas, Stuart Sondheimer,
and Mark and Helene Rubert. Cherished
son of Dorothy Kaliski and Virgil Cosby;
cherished stepson of Lou Kaliski.
Memorials to First Tee of Chicago.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

of Arlene (nee Simon). Loving father of
Robin (Scott) Crossley, Scott Drobny and
Susan (Joel) Saban. Caring grandfather of
6. Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

CROWN, DAVID F. 95. Beloved husband of the late Marcella (nee Shapiro).
Loving father of Bennett (Michele) Crown
and Debbie (Rob) Paneral. Cherished
grandfather of 5. Adored great-grandfather of 1. Devoted son of the late Herman
and Tillie Crown. Dear brother of the late
Joe (the late Arlene) Crown and Jerry
(the late Paul) Wallace. Loving uncle
and cousin of many. Memorials to Illinois
Holocaust Museum & Education Center.
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

DAPIN, ELAINE ( nee Laurie). Beloved
wife of the late Julius. Loving Devoted
mother of Mark Dapin and Sheryl (Ross)
Fimoff. Much loved grandmother of 3.
Doting great-grandmother of 1. Sister of
the late Alfred (Ruth) Laurie and Miriam
(Harold) Rubin. Aunt to many. Shalom
Memorial Funeral Home.

DUBINKSY, LEV 
69. Loving father
of Marina Galitskaya. Dear brother of
Maya Shparber. Proud grandfather of
1. Cherished great-grandfather of 1.
Fond brother of Sam (Jane) Dubinsky.
Memorials to F.R.E.E. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

DZIADEK,

SOFIA NELIDA 
82.
Beloved wife of the late Aaron Gloger.
Cherished mother of Patrica and Jorge.
Loving grandmother of 3. Dear sister of
Sergio. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.
ENTMAN, GERALD “GERRY” 9
 0.
Coast Guard Veteran. Husband of the
late Margie. Father of Jenny, Leigh, Kari
and Lauren. Father-in-law of Jordan,
Jason, Elliot and Craig. Grandfather of 10.
Brother-in-law of Elise. Brother of the late
Frederick. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

FABRIKANT, JOEL 7 4. Beloved, dear
brother of the late Dennis and Arnold.
Beloved brother-in-law of Wendy.
Devoted uncle of 3. Great-uncle of 1.
Commander to Post 800 of the Jewish
War Veterans. Memorials to Jewish War
Veterans. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

Karen Lewis, 67
Jewish union chief made Chicago’s teachers into a national force
K AREN LEWIS, f ormer president of Chicago’s teachers union, died Feb. 7 of

brain cancer. She was 67.
Lewis—who converted to Judaism, attracted to the religion’s embrace of
questions—ran the Chicago Teachers Union (CTU) from 2010 to 2018. It became
a model for a new breed of public education organizing in which teachers
fought for both themselves and their students.
Lewis led her union in a seven-day strike in 2012, its first in a quarter century, that resulted in major concessions from then-Mayor Rahm Emanuel. This
showed teachers nationwide that they could win by fighting aggressively. The
recent “Red for Ed” national wave of teacher activism is seen as a successor to
the battles that Lewis waged, clad in her union’s trademark color.
“Karen taught us how to fight, and how to
love,” the union said in a statement following
Lewis’ death. “Before her, there was no sea of
red, that now stretches across our nation.”
Born and raised in Hyde Park, Lewis was
the only Black woman in her 1974 graduating class at Dartmouth. Returning home, she
became a chemistry teacher—and continued
asking the questions about God that had gotten her thrown out of Sunday school at her
parents’ Lutheran church.
After seeing the film Yentl—starring her
high school classmate Mandy Patinkin—Lewis found herself drawn to Judaism.
In 1993, at age 40, she converted after studying with Rabbi Elliot Gertel at
Hyde Park’s Conservative Congregation Rodfei Zedek. Gertel wrote of Lewis
that, “She never stopped studying Judaism. I was always impressed and inspired by the insights that she brought to her reading and to her own spiritual
quest, even as she faced pain and illness.”

Karen taught
us how to fight,
and how to love.

Lewis told the synagogue’s newsletter that Jewish values were part of her
vision for education organizing: “Judaism is clear. When you reap, you leave
something for people who don’t have anything,” she said. “You are commanded
to treat those who have less as family.”
“Shul has always been a place where I could have some refuge,” she told The
Chicago Jewish News in 2013. “I tell people: you can schedule me whenever you
need to, but Saturday mornings I am absolutely unavailable, because I need
that time in shul.”
That year, just months after steering her union’s 26,000 members to a new
contract, Lewis celebrated her bat mitzvah at Rodfei Zedek.
While she clashed over policy with Emanuel, they later bonded over their
shared religion and frequently discussed Jewish prayers and history. WBEZ reported that Emanuel even sent Lewis matzah ball soup upon her retirement. 
The doting daughter of the late Geoffrey Jennings and Martha Gakins and dear
sister of Keli Jennings, Lewis was the beloved wife of John W. Lewis, whom she met
when both were teachers at Lane Technical High School. The loving stepmother
of Antionette, Randolph, and Adolph, she was the proud grandmother of Kariah,
Aaron, John, Jade, Jasmine, and Journey and the caring great-grandmother of Angel
and Michaela. Memorials may be made to the Chicago Teachers Union Foundation,
or to Congregation Rodfei Zedek.
Pictured: Karen Lewis holds a press conference after Chicago Teachers Union delegates voted
to end their 2012 strike. Photo credit: Scott Olson/Getty Images
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FOR A BLESSING
FACTOR, RUTH 97. Beloved wife of
the late Oscar. Loving mother of Ronald,
Ilene, Evette (Jerry), Jody (Josylyn) and
Lauran (Robert). Cherished grandmother
of 12. Great-grandmother of 12. Silver
Circle Member of JUF. Memorials to the
Leukemia Research Foundation. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.

FARRIS, TEENA MARILYN 
(nee
Rosenblum) 75. Beloved wife of the late
Larry. Devoted daughter of the late Sol
and Ruth Rosenblum. Cherished sister
of Lynda (late Ronald) Orlean. Treasured
aunt and great-aunt. Memorials to the
American Cancer Society. The Goldman
Funeral Group.

FELDMAN, HERBERT “HERB”
90. Army Veteran. Beloved husband

FRIEDMAN,

DIANE

(nee
Tannenbaum) 82. Beloved wife of
Michael. Loving mother of Hollis (David)
Wein, Renee Gagerman and Andrea
(Marc) Needlman. Cherished Bubby of
10. Devoted daughter of the late Anne
and Harry Tannenbaum. Dear sister of
Sandra Kaufman and the late Wallace
and Paul. Caring sister-in-law of Lois
Braverman. Treasured aunt and cousin of
many. Memorials to the CdLS Foundation.
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.
FRIEDMAN, EDWARD DAVID
74. Beloved father of the late Jenny.
Dear brother of Michael (Rena).
Cherished uncle and dear great-uncle
of many. Memorials to Chicago Mitzvah
Campaign. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

of Beverly (nee Miller) and the late
Sylvia (nee Perlman). Cherished father
of Joe (Linda) Feldman, Janice (Mark)
Guggenheim; stepfather of Vivian
(Nathan) Bloch. Loving grandfather of 5.
Great-grandfather of 2. Dear brother of
the late Rudy (Emily), Sidney (Frances)
and Edwin (Dorothy). Fond uncle of
many. Silver Circle Member of JUF.
Westlawn Cemetery. Memorials to The
ARK. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

FRIGO,
SAMUEL
ANDREW
OLIVER 28. Beloved son of Melanie

FIEGURA, DAVIDA 
(nee Hornick)

FUCHS, ZOYA 9
 1. Beloved mother of

73. Beloved wife of Sam. Loving mother
of Jeffrey (Karen Woolums) Schulman.
Adored Nonnie of 2. Cherished daughter
of the late Charlotte and Irving Hornick.
Treasured cousin. Silver Circle Member
of JUF. Memorials to The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

Ilya Levinson. Mother-in-law of Martine
Benmann. Grandmother of 2. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.

FISCHER, SHERWIN J. “SHERB”
88. Beloved husband of Rachel and the
late Shirley (nee Teeter). Loving father
of Stacy (Earl) Melamed, Scott (Debby)
Fischer, and Shay Force. Survived by
Rachel’s children: Kylle, Karl, Ked, and
Kaitlyn. Adored Papa of 5. Devoted son
of the late Jack and Lillian. Cherished
brother of the late Conrad (late Grace).
Treasured uncle of many. Silver Circle
Member of JUF. Memorials to the Cancer
Wellness Center, or to National Multiple
Sclerosis Society. The Goldman Funeral
Group.

and Phillip (Mary Jeans). Dear brother
of Joseph, Dominic and Helen. Loving
birth-son of Tino Olivares. Half-brother
of Marco, Lizete and Eric. Devoted partner of Rachel Mowat. Cherished nephew
and cousin of many. Memorials to Friends
of the Dayton Early College Academy,
Sam Frigo Scholarship. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

GEISMAR,

SHIRLEY A. (
nee
Cooperman) 91. Wife of Ludwig. Mother
of Deborah (Len Koroski) and Aviva
(Sandor Weiner) and the late Layah.
Grandmother of 4. Sister of Charlotte
Oren and Rochelle Weisgurt. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.
GINSBURG, EUGENE “GENE” 9
 4.
Beloved husband of Joan (nee Goldstein).
Loving father of Mark (Aleece) and Larry
(Karen) Ginsburg and Cheryl (Lewis)
Shancer. Adored Grandpa Gene of 6.
Proud great-grandfather of 2. Cherished
brother of Shirley (late Ted) Karnovsky,
Arlene (late Jerry) Schaffner, and the late
Edythe (late Jerry) Goldberg. Memorials
to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.
The Goldman Funeral Group.

FISHER, JACK 93. Beloved husband

GLATZ, MARY D. 6
 9. Loving moth-

of the late Sarah (nee Popper). Loving father of Richard A. (Lori) Fisher and Merle
(Barry) Levy. Proud grandfather of 5.
Cherished great-grandfather of 5. Golden
Giver Member of JUF. Memorials to the
American Committee for The Weizmann
Institute of Science. Shalom Memorial
Funeral Home.

er of Andrew (Elise) Glatz and the late
Judy Glatz. Proud grandmother of 3.
Memorials to Congregation Bnei Reuven.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

FOSS, SHARON “SHARI” (Miller)
78. Caring wife of Alan. Mother of Andy
(Lori) and Bob (Christina). Grandmother
of 3. Brother of Fred (Karen). Memorials
to Temple Chai, San Antonio. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.
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GOLB, PROF. NORMAN PhD 93.
Husband of Ruth (nee Magid). Father of
Joel, Judith, and Raphael. Grandfather
of 1. Brother of Harriet Baker. Uncle and
cousin. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

GOLDBERG, PROF. STEPHEN
PhD 
74. Beloved husband of Doreen
(nee Beia). Cherished father of Jen, Joe,
Ben (Katie) and Dan (Aly) Goldberg;
stepfather of Tanina (James), Anthony
(Kendra) and Paul (Renee) Messina.
Loving grandfather of 4. Dear brother of the late Gerald Goldberg. Former
spouse of Pauline Goldberg (nee Finch).
Westlawn Cemetery. Mitzvah Memorial
Funerals.
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GOLDBERG,

STEPHEN I. 
69.
Loving father of Jillian (Drake) Wahlers.
Cherished grandfather of 2. Devoted
son of the late Julius and Sylvia (nee
Kovarsky). Dear brother of the late
Jerry Goldberg. Memorials to Trilogy
Behavioral Healthcare. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.
GOODMAN, DEBORAH 8
 8. Beloved
wife of the late Morton. Loving mother of
Lynne (late Irv), Marcia (Paul) Kramer and
Steven (Hilda). Cherished grandmother
of 5. Sister of the late Ruth Damlich and
Miriam Green. Great-grandmother of 6.
Treasured aunt of many. Memorials to
Lincolnwood Jewish Congregation A.G.
Beth Israel. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

GOULD, CHARLES “CHUCK” M.
95. Veteran, WWII and Korean War.
Beloved husband of the late Marilyn,
(nee Cohn). Loving father of Alan and
Joni (Joe Kucharz). Devoted grandfather
of 5. Brother of Henry Gould (the late
Lee-Ona). Golden Giver Member of JUF.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

GRABELL, MARLA ROBIN (nee
Kupfer) 58. Beloved wife of Bradley.
Loving mother of Brooke (Steven)
Murovannyy and Jaime Grabell. Dear
sister of Joseph and Michael (Christine)
Kupfer. Sister-in-law of Marc (Cheryl)
and Craig (Gail) Grabell. Aunt and cousin of many. Memorials to Congregation
B’nai Jehoshua Beth Elohim, or to Olin
Sang Ruby Union Institute. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.

GREENBERG, DEBRA MARLENE
65. Beloved daughter of the late
Albert and Reva. Loving sister of Barry
(Marissa). Cherished aunt. Memorials to
the Michael I. Jacobson Memorial Gomle
Fund. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

GREENFIELD,

HARRIET R. 9
1.
Beloved wife of the late Isadore “Bernie.”
Loving mother of David Greenfield and
Rhona (Bruce) Robbin. Adored grandma
of 5. Proud GG of 7. Devoted daughter
of the late Max and Rebecca Aronson.
Cherished sister of Marcia (Marvin)
Grey. Treasured aunt to many. Memorials
to the Alzheimer’s Association. The
Goldman Funeral Group.
GUMBINER, EVELYN (nee Cohen)
98. Beloved wife of the late Eugene.
Devoted mother of James (Judy) and
Gary. Loving grandmother of 5. Cherished
great-grandmother of 3. Dear sister of
the late Marion (the late Irving) Sherman
and Jack (the late Belle) Cowen. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.

GUTHMAN, ROBERTA KALINER
85. Wife of Stephen. Mother of
David, MD. Mother-in-law of Shana.
Grandmother of 3.

HADDON, JAMES T. 
79. Beloved
husband of Carol Haddon (nee Stern).
Loving father of Julie (Edurne) and Todd
(Jackie) Haddon. Cherished “Grandpa
Putch” of 5. Much loved brother of Rabbi
Jon (Jean) and the late Harvey. Silver
Circle Member of JUF. Memorials to
the Morton Grove Park District Jimmy
Haddon Fund. Shalom Memorial Funeral
Home.

HOFFMAN, JACK I. 79. Beloved

KATZ, STEPHEN G. 7 1. Son of Irving

husband of Suzanne (nee Burgman).
Loving father of Sharyn (the late Steven)
Friedman. Cherished Poppa of 2. Adored
great-grandfather of 1. Dear brother of Frank Hoffman (Jacqueline Fox).
Memorials to the Illinois Holocaust
Museum and Education Center. Shalom
Memorial Funeral Home.

and Lena (Meyer). Dear husband and
partner of Barbara Buhai. Treasured father of Nathaniel (Karen) and Lily. Loving
brother and brother-in-law of Howard
and Amy Katz, Betsy (Charles) Zeifman,
and Liz (George) Buhai-Jacobus. Uncle
and great-uncle to many. Memorials to
the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network,
or to the ACLU. The Goldman Funeral
Group.

HORWITZ,

MARK IRWIN 4

1.
Beloved husband of Michelle (nee
Deacon). Loving son of Arlene and
Wayne Horwitz. Cherished brother of
Beth (Zachary) Davis. Brother-in-law of
David (Shannon) Deacon. Dear son-inlaw of Robert and the late Julie Deacon.
Fond uncle. Memorials to National
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.
KAGAN,

LOUIS “LOUIE” 
68.
Beloved husband of Barbara “Barb.”
Loving father of Rebecca (Steven) West,
and Philip and Charlie. Devoted son of the
late Ruth and Philip. Dear brother of Joyce
(Ronald) Greenspan and Sharon (David)
Shapiro. Treasured uncle and cousin of
many. Memorials to March of Dimes.
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.
KAHN, DANIEL 89. Honor Guard for
President Harry Truman. Adored husband
of JoAnne (nee Bloom). Loving father
of Michael (Linda) and Bruce (Joanne).
Cherished Papa of 5. Doting great-grandfather of Shayna. Loving cousin of many.
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

KANE, MARVIN B. 9
 5. Beloved husband and soul mate of the late Muriel
(nee Freedman). Devoted father of
David (Robin). Father-in-law of the late
Terry. Proud grandfather of 2. Cherished
great-grandfather of 1. Dear brother of
the late Dorothy (the late Ray) Robb
and Elaine (the late Solomon) Gelfond.
Memorials to the American Cancer
Society, or to JUF. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

KARP, CHARLES L. “CHUCK” 95.
Beloved husband of Shari (nee Brown).
Loving father of Bruce (Veronica) Karp,
Janis (Neal) Strom, and Susie Karp
Kravitz. Adored Papa Chuck of 6. Proud
great-grandfather of Aubrey and Bryce.
Devoted son of the late Louis and Liza.
Cherished brother of the late Anne (late
Philip) Fields, Faye (late Milton) Liss, Rae
(late Seymour) Schlegman, and David
“Sonny” (late Doris) Karp. Treasured uncle to many. Golden Giver Member of JUF.
Memorials to Wounded Warrior Project.
The Goldman Funeral Group.

KASANOV, MURIEL R. (nee Block)
97. Beloved wife of the late Haskell. Loving
mother of Joel (Marsha) Kasanov, Susan
(the late Robert) Silverstone, and Karen
(David) Yaney. Proud grandmother of 4.
Proud step-grandmother of Aaron Yaney
and Kyle (nee Yaney) Bernardi. Cherished
great-grandmother of 7. Cherished stepgreat-grandmother of 4. Dear sister of
Hugh R. (Arlene) Block, Carol (the late
Harry) Whited and Lawrence (Abby)
Block. Silver Circle Member of JUF.
Memorials to Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

Remembering Linda Rae Sher
Philanthropist and political activist

KAWER, AARON 75. Navy Veteran.
Beloved husband of Joan (nee Schiller).
Loving father of Stanton (Andrea) Kawer,
Lauren Mitchell, and Mira (Bill) Duncan.
Adored grandpa of 7. Devoted son of the
late Hyman and Rose. Cherished brother
of Pam (Ron) Norinsky. Dear brother-inlaw of Lance (Sheila) Schiller. Treasured
uncle and cousin to many. Memorials
to the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation. The
Goldman Funeral Group.

KEER, PROF. LEON M. 8
 6. Husband
of Barbara (nee Davis). Father of Patricia
(David) Munro and Jacqueline, (Stephan
Pasek), Dr. Harold (Amy), and Michael
(Cindy) Keer. Grandfather of 7. Greatgrandfather of 6. Adoring brother of
Harry (the late Gussie) Keer. Uncle.
Silver Circle Member of JUF. Memorials
to Michael J. Fox Foundation, to the
American Heart Association, or to the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.
KESSELMAN,

MARVIN 
Loving
husband of Ginet (Buky). Father of Paul
(Cathi) Kesselman and Kathy (Lee)
Sussman. Grandfather of 3.
KIRSHENBAUM, MYRNA LEE 71.
Devoted daughter of the late Nathan
and Rose (Hammel). Beloved niece of
the late Dorothy (Louis) Goode and the
late Blanche (Joseph) Epstein. Dear
cousin of Alana (Larry) Chaness, Scott
(Regis) Goode and Bonnie (Barry) Lentin.
Memorials to the Community Animal
Rescue Effort. Westlawn Cemetery.
Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

KORN,

EDITH (
nee Schwartz).
Beloved wife of Albert. Loving mother of
Judy (Douglas) Honegger and the late
Marty (Linda) Korn and Fran E. Oltman.
Proud grandmother of 2. Dear sister of
Aubrey (Phyliss) Schwartz, and the late
Pearl (the late Boris) Millman and Dr.
Morris (late Miriam) Schwartz. Fond
sister-in-law of Ruth “Dolly” (the late
Harold) Zebovitz. Silver Circle Member of
JUF. Chicago Jewish Funerals.
LANDY, GERALD “GERRY” 8
1.
Beloved husband and best friend of
Marilyn Heckmyer. Loving father of
Ronna (Richard) Beckmann and David
(Andrea) Landy. Adored grandfather
of 3. Dear brother of Elissa (Ira) Lieb.
Treasured uncle, and cousin. Golden
Giver Member of JUF. Memorials to
the American Heart Association, or to
the Greater Chicago Food Depository.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

LANSKI, MICHAEL D. 55. Beloved
son of the late Ronald and Sandra Lanski.
Loving brother of Cheryl (Brad) Griffin.
Proud uncle. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

LINDA RAE SHER’S p
 assing this past Nov. 8 elicited condolences from

then-President-elect Biden, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senators Dick Durbin and
Tammy Duckworth, Governor J.B. Pritzker, and U.S. Representatives Brad
Schneider and Jan Schakowsky.
Sher, a Chicago Gold Coast resident, was 73. She founded the Joint Action
Committee for Political Affairs, or JACPAC, the first national Jewish women’s
political action committee. She established JACPAC in Highland Park in 1980,
and ran it for 40 years.
Sher “felt that women should have more of a voice,” her sister, Loren Friend,
explained. “But she helped everyone.” JACPAC is known for backing many
women candidates.
Sher herself spoke across the country—about a strong U.S.-Israel relationship, reproductive choice, gun control, and separation of religion and state.
Sher served on the finance committees of many Congressional and presidential candidates, most recently for the campaign of President Joe Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris.
After winning JUF’s Davis, Gidwitz & Glasser Young Leadership Award in
1981, Sher served on JUF’s Board of Directors and its Women’s Division board;
she was a Golden Giver to the JUF Annual Campaign.
Sher “was an inspiration to people of all ages” recalled Donna Kahan, JUF
Senior Associate Vice President. “She moved many people to get involved, and
to be familiar with the issues and where their representatives stood. She had a
deep knowledge of the political world. You could always call her to find out her
thinking on the issues.”
Sher also was active on the national level. She was Regional Chair of the
then-UJA (now JFNA) National Young Women’s Cabinet. She then served on
the Public Affairs and Advocacy Committee at UJC (now JFNA), and on the
Social Justice Task Force of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs. She also
was a member of the Executive Committee and
National Council of AIPAC.
One of the founders of the National Jewish
Democratic Council, Sher served on its Board
of Directors. She founded the Democratic
Senatorial Women’s Council in 1991 with
then-Senator Barbara Mikulski. And she was
director of the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee’s Women LEAD initiative, which helps female Democratic candidates
build their campaigns in competitive seats.
Sher worked for the election of women candidates in Israel as well, helping develop The
Committee for the Advancement of Women in
Politics, a group of women’s organizations in the U.S. and Israel.
Friend summed up her sister’s advice to women and other political minorities: “Don’t ever let them win without you.”
For her tireless efforts, Sher was honored by the Jewish Women’s Archive and
the UJC at the Library of Congress as a trailblazer alongside the late Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 17 other visionary women. She was given the Women Making History Award by U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer.

She was an
inspiration
to people
of all ages.

Sher grew up Linda Rae Rosen in Skokie. After attending the University of
Colorado at Boulder, she worked at a brokerage firm on Michigan Avenue. The
office building was owned by the Sher family; she married their son, David.
They honeymooned in Israel.
Sher “was a tiny person with a big persona,” her sister remembered. “She had
what my family called ‘The Extra.’” 
Sher was predeceased by David, her husband of 34 years. She is survived by her
son Adam (Sarah) and their children Hudson and Brandon, by her daughter Jamie
(Marisa Matarazzo), by her mother Lucille Rosen, and by her sister Loren Friend
(Howard). Linda was a treasured “auntie” as well. Memorials should support
Dr. Ernst Lengyel’s research at University of Chicago Medicine. Funeral arrangements were handled by The Goldman Funeral Group.
Photo credit: JACPAC
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FOR A BLESSING
LAZAR, HARRIET D. ( nee Simon) 74.

LEVIN, RICHARD ROBERT 99. Navy

MASLOV, SEYMOUR 8
5. Beloved

OKO, BARBARA A. (nee Phelps) 81.

Beloved wife of Allen H. Lazar. Devoted
mother of Bradley (Michelle) and Daniel
(Megan Fleming). Proud grandmother
of 3. Dear sister of Sheryl (Steven)
Rudy. Memorials to the Alzheimer’s
Association. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

Veteran, WWII. Beloved husband of the
late Dorothy (nee Behar). Loving father
of Jeffrey (Jackie), Jan Glick, and Gregg
(Lori). Cherished “Pops” of 5. Caring
great-grandfather of 4. Dear brother of
the late Al (the late Jeanette). Treasured
uncle. Proud son of the late Irving and
Bessie. Golden Giver Member of JUF.
Memorials to JUF, or to the World Health
Organization. Shalom Memorial Funeral
Home.

husband of the late Freya (nee Blitstein).
Loving father of Marcy Maslov, Stacy
(Daniel) Sopkin and Julie Smith.
Cherished grandfather of 4. Dear brother
of Miriam (the late Lyman) Merens and
Alvin (Jacqueline) Maslov. Fond uncle
of many. Memorials to Congregation Kol
Emeth. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

Beloved wife of Sidney. Loving mother of
Nicole Spivack Hemmati (Sia Hemmati),
Jeffery Oko, Dawn Barr Tovrog (Danny
Tovrog), Lauren Fryman and Andrew
and John Spivack. Cherished Nonnie
of 5 and “Bonus Grandma Barb” of 2.
Devoted daughter of the late Freda and
Sherman Phelps. Dear sister of Sharon
(Bill) Coon. Treasured aunt. Great-aunt,
and cousin of many. Silver Circle Member
of JUF. Memorials to Jewish Association
for Residential Care, or to the Sylvester
Comprehensive Cancer Center-The
University of Miami. Shalom Memorial
Funeral Home.

LEAVITT, SANDRA “SANDI”
(nee Bloch) 87. Beloved wife of the
late Arnold K. “Arny.” Loving mother
of Debbie (George) Castleberry and
Gail Culberson. Proud grandmother of
Stephen Culberson. Cherished sister of
Ellen (Stuart) Goldin and the late Michael
Bloch. Fond aunt and great-aunt of many.
Sister-in- law of Philip (Ellen) and Richard
(Susan). Silver Circle Member of JUF.
Memorials to MD Anderson Cancer
Center. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

LEVY, IBRAHIM 98. Beloved husband
of the late Regina (nee Selim). Cherished
father of Joseph (Nadia) and Naomi Levy
and Esther (Nabih) Mangoubi. Devoted
grandfather of 7. Great-grandfather of
8 Memorial Park in Skokie. Mitzvah
Memorial Funerals.

LEONARD, KENNETH 8
3. Beloved

LEVY, SANDRA J. “SANDY” (nee

husband of Carolyn (nee Zeller) and the
late Marcia (nee Goldstein). Loving father
of Debbie (Jerry) Honigberg, and Stephen
(Dr. Deena) and Linda Leonard. Devoted
grandfather of 2. Fond brother of the late
Barbara Rice. Memorials to Illinois Final
Options or to North Shore Congregation
Israel Memorials to Lakeshore Jewish
Funerals.

Leibovitz) 84. Beloved wife and best
friend Martin “Marty.” Loving mother
of Jerry (Kimberley) and Merle. Adored
Grandma Sandy of 3. Devoted daughter
of the late Joseph and Helen Leibovitz.
Sister of the late Barbara (Zack) Adler.
Memorials to the Northbrook Community
Synagogue, or to the American Cancer
Society. The Goldman Funeral Group.

LEV, GERALD “JERRY” 93. Beloved

LIEBERMAN, BABS B eloved mother

husband of Judy. Loving father of Steve
(Elaine) Lev and Julie (Ronald) Carvajal.
“Papa” extraordinaire of 4. Caring uncle.
Cherished son-in-law of the late Ethel
and Sam Karzen. Golden Giver Member
of JUF. Memorials to Magen David
Adom-Midwest Region, or to Planned
Parenthood Federation of America.
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

of Laurence Lieberman, Lynn Zwiener,
and the late Lauren Lieberman. Loving
grandmother of Michael and Jessica
Zwiener and Joseph Kropel. Memorials
to WFMT Radio, or to the Metropolitan
Opera. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

LEVEY, FLOYD 9
 1. Beloved husband
of Pauline (nee Ruben). Loving father
of David (Janet), Edan (Nancy), and
Brian (LeAnn). Proud Papa of 7. Greatgrandfather of 2. Cherished brother
of Phillip (Claudia) and the late Paul.
Devoted son of the late Albert and
Pearl. Golden Giver Member of JUF. The
Goldman Funeral Group.

LEVIN, DAVID SAUL 
86. Beloved
husband of Judy (nee Spero). Dear father of Michael (Barbara) and Gail.
Proud Papa of 2. Son of Sidney and Ida
(nee Lerner); and stepson of Fanny
(nee Leiter). Brother of the late Elaine
(Jules) Altenberg. Brother-in-law of Neal
(Glorya) Spero. Golden Giver Member of
JUF. Memorials to Ovation Jewish Home
and Care Center or Congregation EmanuEl B’ne Jeshurun appreciated.

LEVIN,

DR. FRED 7
8. Beloved
husband of Sachiko (nee Tanaka).
Cherished father of David and Daniel
(Brenda Blair). Devoted grandfather of
1. Dear brother of Tobi (Larry) Mattes.
Memorials to the Chicago Institute
of Psychoanalysis, to Lurie Children’s
Hospital (cardiology research division
under Dr. Michael Kelleher), or to the
Northwestern University Feinberg School
of Medicine Research Program of Dr.
Sandra Weintraub & Marcel Mesulam on
Alzheimer’s Disease. Mitzvah Memorial
Funerals.
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LIPSHUTZ, HAL A. 6
4. Beloved
husband and best friend of Ellen (nee
Desnet). Loving father of Melissa
(Michael) Feinberg and Jordan Lipshutz;
cherished stepfather of Alison (Jordan)
Stettner and Aaron (Jessica) Fenton.
Adored Big Papa of 5. Devoted son of
the late Maurice “Morrie” and Sondra.
Dear brother of Steven (Stacy) and
Pamela. Fond brother-in-law of Marla
(Ronald) Zelikow, Nancy (Terry) Finkel,
and Beth (Robert) Hayes. Treasured uncle and cousin of many. Memorials to the
National Kidney Foundation, or to JUF.
The Goldman Funeral Group.

LISNEK, VITA Beloved wife of the
late Jerry. Dear mother of Arden Lisnek,
Stacy (Eric) Wolf, Marcy (Scott) Lesser
and the late Jay Lisnek. Adoring motherin-law of Connee Lisnek. Loving grandmother of 9. Devoted great-grandmother
of 1. Memorials to the Geriatric Care
Management Fund at Jewish Family
Service, West Bloomfield, MI, or to the
Kosher Meals on Wheels Program at
The National Council of Jewish Women,
Southfield, MI. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

MARDELL, FRED R. 8
 6. Son of the
late Sam and Clara (nee Feldman).
Beloved husband of Susan (nee Neiman).
Loving father of Elizabeth (Greg) Pope,
Caleb Mardell, Sarah (Scott) Robinson,
and Debbie and Todd (Allison) Aaron.
Proud Zayde of 4. Adored Papa of 3.
Precious Popsie of 1. Brother of the late
Howard (Barbara Kovel) Mardell. Silver
Circle Member of JUF. Memorials to
the American Jewish Committee. The
Goldman Funeral Group.
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MAVRAGANES, SUZANNE G.
89. Beloved wife of the late Nick. Loving
sister of the late Eugene Golan and the
late Dolores Richter. Dear aunt of Robin
Karlin, Mindy (Jerry) Skogmo, and Andy
(Joanne) Richter. Memorials to ASPCA.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

MICHAEL, NEIL 9
 0. Devoted son of

PAM, PEARL M. 6
 1. Loving daughter

the late Daniel and Naomi. Dear brother
of Jean Hirsch and the late Michael, Sam,
Gabriel and Esther “Valerie” Michael and
Rae Newman. Fond uncle and great-uncle
of many. Waldheim Cemetery. Mitzvah
Memorial Funerals.

of the late Beverly and Edward. Beloved
mother of Reesa (Wes). Proud grandmother of 2. Dear sister of the late Evan
(Claire). Dear aunt to Sean and Colleen.
Cousin of many. Memorials to American
Brain Tumor Association. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

MILLER, EILEEN 89. Loving wife of the

PARITZ, ARLENE E. (nee Edelstein)

late Benjamin. Devoted daughter of the
late Benjamin and Eva Grossman. Caring
mother to Ned (Susan) and Mitchell
Miller and Cynthia (the late Robert) Kane.
Adored grandmother of 7. Dear sister of
the late Raymond Grossman. Silver Circle
Member of JUF. Memorials to The ARK.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

70. Devoted daughter of the late Sollie
and Florence Edelstein, Loving sister
of Linda (late Ronald) Yanoff and Gary
Edelstein. Treasured aunt and proud
great aunt of many. Dear sister-in-law
of Barbara Edelstein. Memorials to the
ASPCA or to Congregation B’nai Shalom.
The Goldman Funeral Group.

MISHOULAM,
CHARLES
“CHUCK” 63. Beloved husband of Linda

PARMACEK,

(nee Jaffe). Loving father of Zachary and
Aaron. Dear brother of Rena (Dr. Dennis)
Citrin and the late Rhoda Mishoulam.
Devoted son of the late Isaac and Ruth
Mishoulam. Cherished son in law of
Elaine and Sanford Jaffe. Dear brotherin-law of Leslie Jaffe (late Howard Davis)
and Lori (Michael) Zwell. Fond uncle of
many. Memorials to Oak Park Temple,
to the American Cancer Society, or to A
House in Austin. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

MO RG E N T H AU, MAT T H E W
THORMANN 78. Beloved husband
of the late Linda Morgenthau (nee
Schalk). Son of the late Hans and Irma
Morgenthau. Brother of Susanna (late
Alan Mintz) Morgenthau. Uncle of
2. Brother-in-law of Edward (Diane)
Schalk and Kathy (Rich) Schalk-Greene.
Treasured, constant and loyal friend of
Gene (Carole) Meyers. Memorials to
Mary Lyon Elementary School, Matthew
Morgenthau Scholarship Fund, or to
Oak Park Temple. The Goldman Funeral
Group.

MURAFF, LILYAN ELIZABETH (nee
Elfenbaum) 96. Beloved wife of the late
Bernard. Loving mother of Laura, Barry
and James (life partner Dorie Isaacson).
Devoted grandmother of 4. Memorials to
North Shore Congregation Israel. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.

NUDEL, SUMNER GEORGE
“NUBBY” 92. 8th Army Cavalry. Son of
Frieda and Barney Nudel. Husband of the
late Sally. Father of Barry (Sharon) Nudel,
Sheryl (Rick) Rosen, Janet (Bob) Jones
and Lily (Kurt) Sendek. Grandfather of
7. Great-grandfather of 4. Brother of the
late Jack and Irving. The Goldman Funeral
Group.

ROBERT

K.

8

9.
Beloved husband for 64 years of the
late Anne (nee Kaplan). Loving and devoted father of Dr. Michael Parmacek
(Lisa Gottschalk), Susan (Dr. Larry)
Lieber, and Julie Pluss. Treasured grandfather of 7. Adored great-grandfather
of 3. Cherished brother of Leonard and
Eddie. Brother-in-law of Steve (Patti)
Kaplan. Memorials to the University of
Pennsylvania Cardiovascular Institute.
Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

PLATEK, ROBERT GEORGE 
82.
Coast Guard Veteran. Husband of Judith
Marie (nee Kaz). Father of Lorraine
(Kathryn) and John (Carolyn) Platek and
Cheryl (Israel) Rimler. Devoted grandfather of 7. He was Beloved great-grandfather of 3. Beloved cousin of many. Son
of the late Joseph and Helen. Brother
of George, Joseph, Howard and Sandra
(Wilson), and the late Linda. Memorials
to the Alzheimer’s Association. The
Goldman Funeral Group.

POLLANS, RUTH ( nee Tuchman) 90.
Beloved wife of the late Sidney Pollans.
Loving mother of Karen (Adi) Stabbert
and David (Jill) and Mark (Weiwei)
Pollans. Cherished grandmother of 5.
Dear sister of the late Erwin (late Lois)
Tuchman. Aunt and great-aunt of many.
Fond family member of Pamela (Bruce)
Lanctot and Brian Surber. Memorials
to the Sedgebrook Scholars Fund. The
Goldman Funeral Group.

POMERANTZ,

JAN M. (
nee
Melamed) 67. Beloved wife of the
late Harold. Loving mother of Michael
(Hanne) and Clare. Adored GrandPom
of 1. Devoted daughter of the late Dr.
Jack (Marcia) and Dorothe Melamed.
Dear sister of Jim (Carmen) and Alan
Melamed. Fond sister-in-law of Sandra
Gohn and Ellen Politzer. Treasured aunt
to many. Stepsister of Debra (late Bob)
Grossman, Daniel (Dr. Katie Jones)
Schreibman and Tamar (Justin Anderson)
Schreibman. Memorials to the Francis W.
Parker School or to Experience Camps.
The Goldman Funeral Group.
POSNER, ELIZABETH “BETTY”
HOFFMAN 1 03. Adoring wife of the late
Harry. Loving mother of Michael (Debi).
Cherished grandmother of 3. Sister of the
late Benjamin, Steve, and Irving Hoffman.
Lakeshore Jewish Funerals.

POTISH, MYRNA (nee Ohnstein)
77. Beloved wife of the late Howard.
Cherished mother of Harlene Deeb.
Loving grandmother of 1. Caring
great-grandmother of 1. Adored aunt.
Devoted sister to the late Paula Kaplan
and Rhoda (the late Marvin) Dalsky.
Memorials to Mercy Home for Boys and
Girls. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

PRICE, HOWARD MICHAEL 72.
Loving son of the late Julius and Anna.
Dear brother of the late Jerome. Fond
nephew of Fay Kirschner and Mary
Plotnick. Memorials to Chicago Mitzvah
Campaign. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

RATH SARFATTY, ETHEL 1
00.
Beloved wife of the late Joseph Sarfatty
and the late Paul Rath. Cherished mother of Rita Bach, Susan (Yoram) Holzman,
George (Arona) Sarfatty and Irene
(Robert) Walters. Loving grandmother of
8. Great-grandmother of 17. Memorials to
JourneyCare Hospice. Mitzvah Memorial
Funerals.

RODGON, JACK I. 77.
7
 7. Beloved husband

SCHECHTER, ARTHUR S. 87.
8
 7. Beloved

of the late Maris (nee Monitz). Loving father of Robert and Judah (Erin Felchner).
Adored Papa Jack of 2. Devoted son of the
late Robert and Edith. Cherished brother of
Marilyn (late Dr. George) Rich. Treasured
uncle and great-uncle to their children.
Silver Circle Member of JUF. Memorials
to Anshe Emet Synagogue, or to JUF. The
Goldman Funeral Group.

husband and best friend of the late Carol.
Devoted and Loving father of Debra (Jerry)
Hadesman, Steven (Kitty) Schechter
and Lynda (Gene) Sachs. Cherished
Poppa of 7. Dear brother of Eleanor
(Abraham) Schwartz. Treasured uncle of
many. Memorials to the American Lung
Association. Shalom Memorial Funeral
Home.

ROSENBERG, DIANN (nee
(nee Horwich)

SCHIFFMAN,

86. Beloved wife of Dr. Marvin Rosenberg
and the late Edward Horwich. Loving mother of Lee, Stephen, and James Horwich and
the late Marci Wilcher; stepmother of Ellen
and Margot (Kara Putnam) Rosenberg and
Paula Frey. Loving grandmother of 8. Greatgrandmother of 2. Adored sister of Robert
(late Carole) Arenson. Loving mother-inlaw to Ann Horwich, Lisa Horwich, Karen
Kafkis and Robert Wilcher. Aunt to many.
Memorials to the Greater Chicago Food
Depository. The Goldman Funeral Group.

MERRILL C. 
88.
88.
Beloved husband of Sandy Linn (nee
Kerstein) and the late Susan Schiffman.
Loving father of Penny (Joel) Field, James
(Kim) Schiffman, and the late Sari Beatty;
stepfather of Caren (John Fitzik) Linn and
Robin (David) Cohen. Adored Papa of 11.
Proud Pop-Pop of 2. Devoted son of the late
Jack and Ida. Cherished brother of Judy
(Ronald) Kochman. Treasured uncle to
many. Memorials to the Pancreatic Cancer
Action Network. The Goldman Funeral
Group.

ROSENBERG, JACK 94.
94. Navy Veteran,

SCHOR, STEVEN BRIAN 58.
5
 8. Beloved

WWII. Husband of the late Mayora
(Gitlitz). Father of David (Cindy) Rosenberg
and Beth (Dan) Zweig. Grandfather of
6. Brother of the late Leonard Rosenberg
and Rosella. Brother-in-law of Ann (the
late Leonard) Rosenberg. Golden Giver
Member of JUF. Memorials to the Mayora
Rosenberg Women’s Health Center,
Swedish Hospital. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

husband of Marci. Loving father of Jared
and Shelby. Devoted son of Joan and
the late Sheldon Schor. Dear brother of
Julie (Jon) Kaufman and Jackie (Steve)
Greenberg. Memorials to the Schor
Children; checks or Venmo to Marci
Schor, 900 Dorncliff, Buffalo Grove, Illinois
60089. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

ROSENBERG, DR. STEVEN D. 
62.
62.

Beloved and devoted wife of the late Irving.
Cherished mother of Eileen (Shlomo) Atlas,
Michael (Tami) and Judy Schultz, and the
late Harvey Schultz. Exceptional grandmother of 14. Adored great-grandmother
to over five dozen. Cherished sister of Gilda
(the late Helman) Allswang. Memorials to
Harvey Schultz a”h Memorial Scholarship
Fund at the Hebrew Theological College.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

Devoted son of Elaine and the late Bernard.
Loving father of Joshua and Shayna Bryn.
Dear brother of Dr. Michael (Carol),
Richard (Faye) and Howard (Susan).
Treasured uncle, great-uncle, cousin of
many. Beloved friend and former husband of Sheryll. Memorials to the Robert
H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center
of Northwestern University, Brain Tumor
Research. Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

ROUSSEAU LOUIS “LOUIE” 67.
6
 7. Son

of Ellen B. and the late Dr. Bruce H. Sr.
Beloved husband of DeLola. Father of
Seth and Brandon. Brother of Jana. Uncle,
nephew and cousin. Memorials to Jewish
Reconstructionist Congregation. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.

of the late Florence Gobioff and William.
Beloved brother of Sarah (Brian) RousseauFlannery, Arthur (Molly) and David (Joyce)
Rousseau, Annette (Uri) Kalfa, and Rachel
(Marc) Rousseau-Erlichman. Cherished
uncle and great-uncle of many. Memorials
to the Chicago Mitzvah Campaign, or to
The ARK. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

RIVLIN,

RUBIN, AVIVA 
(nee
(nee Epstein) 91.

REYNOLDS, BRUCE H. JR. 5 7. Son

HELENE MABEL 9

1.
Daughter of the late Michael and Anna
Mabel. Wife of the late Gerald. Mother
of the late Daniel. Mother of Deborah
(Thom), Sandy (Rick), and Jeff (Lee)
Rivlin, and Annette (Bruce) RivlinGutman. Grandmother of 7. Greatgrandmother of 2. Sister of Josie Grant
(Dick Grant) and the late Molly Bratter
and Dorthy Prober. Golden Giver Member
of JUF. Memorials to No Kid Hungry, to
Theatre Forward, or to First Candle SIDS
Support and Research.
ROBBINS, BOBI (nee Schwartz) 85.
Beloved wife of Sheldon. Loving mother
of Todd (Nancy) and Brian. Dear sister of
Nancy St. Onge. Cherished grandmother
of 5. Treasured great-grandmother of
9. Memorials to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital. Shalom Memorial
Funeral Home.

Wife of the late Harvey. Mother of David
(Rachel), Rachel (Sam) and Mimi. Devoted
grandmother of 3. Sister of Adina (the
late Robert) Romain. Memorials to the
League of Women Voters. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

RUBY, RUTH (nee
(nee Horwitz) 82. Devoted
and loving wife of the late Edwin. Cherished
mother of Marsha (James) Schelsky and
Carla (Perry) Stein. Adoring “Bubby” of
2. Dear daughter of the late Melvin and
Rose Horwitz. Sister of the late Howard
(Marilyn) Horwitz. Memorials to the
Alzheimer’s Association. Shalom Memorial
Park. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

SCHULTZ, ROCHELLE (nee
(nee Fried) 91.

L’Dor V’Dor…

From Generation to Generation

It brings me great pride that my son, Benjamin, is joining Goldman
Funeral Group as a licensed director. For over 16 years, we have
personally overseen every aspect of your family’s needs with care,
respect, and dignity. Each family we are honored to serve becomes
an extension of our own. I am delighted that Benjamin will carry
on that sacred trust for another generation.

SCHWARTZ, FRANCES ROSE 
91.
91.
Beloved daughter of the late Charles
and Sarah (Keller). Dear cousin of many.
Memorials to Hadassah. Westlawn
Cemetery. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

Goldman Funeral Group
is proudly the only
multi-generational,
family-owned funeral
service with full-time
funeral directors
serving the Chicagoland
Jewish Community

SCHWARTZ,

HOWARD S. 
62.
62.
Devoted son of the late Martin and
Lorraine. Loving brother of Dawn (Dave)
Mason. Cherished uncle of Scott, Shelby,
and Samantha Mason. Treasured cousin of
many. Memorials to the Greater Chicago
Food Depository, or the American Heart
Association. The Goldman Funeral Group.
SCHWIMMER, PHILIP 88.
8
8. Beloved
husband of Natalie Vitek (nee Fine).
Loving father of Linda (Howard) Harris,
Jane (Jay) Lazar, Jill (Denise Windenburg)
Schwimmer. Proud grandfather of 2. Dear
brother of the late Bettina Schwimmer.
Memorials to the American Diabetes
Association, or to The ARK. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

SELZ, RITA W. (nee
(nee Warshawsky) 87.
Daughter of the late Joseph and Mary
(Robin) Warshawsky. Wife of the late J.
Harold, Jr. Mother of Caryn (Don) Andrade
and Peter (Stacey) and Richard (Kelly) Selz.
Grandmother of 7. Sister of Paula Stendel.
Memorials to the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society. The Goldman Funeral
Group.

JUF NEWS | MARCH 2021

69

Irwin Goldman

Founder & Funeral Director

Benjamin Goldman
Funeral Director

Locations in Buffalo Grove & Skokie

www.goldmanfuneralgroup.com

847.478.1600

FOR A BLESSING
SHARKEN,
L AW R E N C E
A.
“LARRY” 
91. Beloved husband of
Suzanne (nee Joseph). Loving father of
Diane (Arturo) Taboada, Linda and David
(Verena) Sharken, and Judith Sharken
(Chris) Simon. Dear grandfather of 8.
Fond great-grandfather of 2. Loving uncle and great-uncle of many. Silver Circle
Member of JUF. Memorials to The Frank
B Koller Library, North Lakeland Discovery
Center, or to Family Service of Lake County.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

Celebrating the tradition of Passover.
May happiness, peace and prosperity be with you throughout the year.

WEINSTEIN & PISER
FUNERAL HOME

111 Skokie Blvd. | Wilmette

847-256-5700

A memory
THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

A JUF Tribute Card is a heartfelt way to honor the
memory of a special friend, loved one or treasured
colleague—and to let their families know you care.

Minimum donation: $10

SHERMAN, BEVERLY (nee Shure).

Wieselman) 81. Beloved wife of Henry
Shatkin. Loving mother of Robert, Susan
(Bruce) Malter, and Judith. Adoring grandmother of 7. Dear sister of Louise (Kenneth)
Baygood. Proud aunt. Memorials to JUF.
Chicago Jewish Funerals.

SIEGEL, ANITA 
(nee Hirsch) 89.

SIMONS, THOMAS 8
 3. Beloved hus-

Beloved wife of the late Robert “Bob.”
Loving mother of Ronna (Larry) Woloshin
and Nancy (Adam) Harris. Adored Nia
of 3. Devoted daughter of the late Max
and Irene Hirsch. Cherished sister of the
late Alvin (late Norma), Raymond (late
Eleanor), and Howard Hirsch. Dear sisterin-law of Mel (late Zelda), Sheila, and Jerry
Siegel. Treasured aunt and cousin to many.
Memorials to the Leukemia Research
Foundation. The Goldman Funeral Group.

band of the late Rochelle “Shelley.” Loving
father of Ellen (Jeffrey) Baer and Abby
(Adam) Stavola. Proud grandfather of 5.
Dear brother of the late Caryl Jacobson.
Special friend of Krys Wolejko-Curtin.
Memorials to Epilepsy Foundation of
Greater Chicago. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

SHATKIN, MARLENE SANDRA ( nee

Beloved wife of the late Seymour. Loving
companion of Charles “Chuck” Glickman.
Devoted mother of Allen (Sharon) Singer
and Marcy (Robert) Ruiz. Cherished
Grandma of 5. Doting “GG” of 4. Much
loved sister of Beverly (the late Milton)
Freeman, Kathy (Michael) Breslaw, Perry
Minas, and Arthur (Anita) Nemoy and
the late Mary Ann Nemoy and Juanita
(the late Alan) Hoffman. Dear sister inlaw of Ronald (Kim Marie) and the late
Maurie (Edie) Singer. Treasured aunt to
many. Memorials to the American Cancer
Society. Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.

SHAPIRA, ANNA (nee Norkowski)
69. Beloved wife of Dr. Ira Shapira. Loving
mother of Henri (Deirdre) Schmidt.
Adored grandmother of Freya, Gunner,
Abby and Eli. Cherished sister-in-law
of Esther (Moshe) Calamaro and Sarita
(Michael) Moss. Memorials to American
Friends of Israel War Disabled Foundation
where Anna and Ira served on the board
since 2014 and hosted Israeli disabled
veterans in their home for two weeks each
year. Symonds Funeral Home was used.
I made a mistake in what I wrote you. It
should read Freya and Gunner Schmidt and
Abby and Ellie Shapira.

SHAPIRO, STEPHEN A. “STEVE”
59. Beloved husband of Rachel (nee Fine).

Easy ordering online
at juf.org/tribute
or call 312-357-4866

Beloved wife of the late Irving M. Devoted
mother of Alan and Franci Shefler. Proud
grandmother of 5. Dear sister of Charlotte
(the late John) Fox, and the late Sylvia
(the late Adolph) Prager, and Norma (the
late Harold) Siegel. Memorials to Bais
Menachem. Chicago Jewish Funerals.
Daughter of Nathan and Gertrude Shure.
Wife of Mort Sherman. Mother of Janet
(Shmuel), Nancy (Ed) and Alan (Ginny).
Grandmother of 9. Great-grandmother of
1. Sister of Helaine Woloshin and Joseph
Shure. Memorials to Pauline Rivkind
Early Childhood Education Center at
Congregation B’nai Israel, St. Petersburg,
FL, to Hadassah, or to Glaucoma Research
Foundation. Lakeshore Jewish Funerals.

SINGER, SEIDELLE 
(nee Minas) 85.
Proudly owned and operated by Alderwoods (Chicago North), Inc.

SHEFLER, GOLDIE (nee Hellerman) 92.

Loving father of Natalie. Cherished son
of Hanna and the late Rabbi Mark S. Sonin-law of the late Betty and the late Arkie
Fine. Dear brother of Eliot (Ellyn) and
David. Loving brother-in-law of David
(Kathleen) and Kathy and the late Mitch
Fine. Devoted uncle of many. Memorials to
Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute, or to Hope
Community. Chicago Jewish Funerals.
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SLATTERY, CHARLES EDWARD
60. Beloved husband of Ellen (nee Smith).
Loving father of Brian (Talya ModlinSlattery) and Adira (Fen). Cherished son
of Margaret Joan and the late William
Donald. Dear brother of Michael (Lynn)
and Patrick (Cherise) Slattery, Susan (Gary
Charles) Carlson, and Eileen (Michael)
Berglund. Memorials to Dare2tri. Chicago
Jewish Funerals.

STAR, LEANNE HEIDI 7 2. Fiancée of
John D’Asto. Mother of Maia (Michael
Conti), Brooke (Gautam Chinta), and
Gera Feigon (Joseph Rosenberg). Sister of
Amy (Robert Falanga), Merrie (Gregory
Scheuer), Natalie (Peter Kimball), and
Vincent Star (Diane Stroing). Grandmother
of 6. Aunt of 2. Daughter of the late Jack
and Dorothy. Memorials to New Trier
Township Angel Fund, or to Fair Fight (Act
Blue). Chicago Jewish Funerals.

STEIN, ESSIE 8
 8. Daughter of the late
Albert and Evelyn Stein. Sister of Shirle
(Sheldon) Wasserman and the late Jerome
(Joyce) Stein and Bernice (Irving) Doniger.
Loving and special aunt and great-aunt
of many. Westlawn Cemetery. Mitzvah
Memorial Funerals.

STOLLBERG, SARAH ( nee Wisse) 94.
Beloved wife of the late Ben. Cherished
mother of Sandra (Les) Lasinsky and
Lynn Stollberg. Dear sister of the late Sam
Wisse. Dear cousin. Shalom Memorial
Park. Memorials to the Alzheimer’s
Association. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

SUEKOV, ARLENE (nee Wasserman)
90. Beloved wife of the late Jack. Loving
mother of Scott and Larry Suekov and the
late Jody Valdes. Cherished Bubby of 2.
Great-Bubby of 1. Dear sister of the late
Cecilia Soifer. Treasured aunt and cousin
of many. Shalom Memorial Funeral Home.
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SHIVA LADIES

We Help
with Safer
Shivas

A personalized service to assist you with
complete professionalism, care and compassion.

We will handle all aspects of your loved one’s Shiva.
Call us to inquire about our unique and personalized services.
We serve the North Shore and surrounding suburbs.

We ensure safer shivas under the new
guidelines for your family and loved ones.

RANDI BERGER
773-742-2702
ShivaLadies.net

FOR A BLESSING
SWIFT, DANIEL GARY 
58. Beloved

WOLKOFF, HOWARD 90. Coast Guard

husband. Devoted father. Loving son.
Dear brother. Treasured nephew. Dear
cousin, brother-in-law, uncle, and great
uncle. Acacia Cemetery. Memorials to
the student scholarship fund at Trinity
International University. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

Veteran, Korean Conflict. Beloved husband
and best friend of Barbara (nee Feuerzeig.
Loving father of Bob (Iuditha) and the late
Alan and Ronald. Adored grandfather of
5. Dear father-in-law of Libby. Treasured
cousin of many. Memorials to the Cancer
Wellness Center. The Goldman Funeral
Group.

TOKMAZEYSKAYA, NELLIE 
(nee
Kravchenko) 73. Beloved wife of Mark
Tokmazeyskiy. Cherished mother of Mila
and Sasha (Beata). Loving grandmother of
3. Dear sister of Lena (Misha) Kravchenko.
Fond aunt. Memorial Park Cemetery in
Skokie. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

VESELOVSKY, ALEKSANDRA 39

Graveside Funerals:

Traditional, Dignified, Respectful, Safer
and Usually $2,000–$5,000 Less With
Mitzvah Memorial Funerals®
Graveside funerals have always been an acceptable choice for Jewish
families. Almost every Jewish funeral includes participation in the burial
at the grave, so having the entire service graveside was commonplace
even before the pandemic.
Now, most Jewish funerals are graveside. Live-streaming of the funerals
allows those who can’t go to the cemetery, for whatever reason, the
ability to attend from anywhere.
Mitzvah Memorial Funerals doesn’t have chapels, nor the overhead
funeral homes with chapels have. We provide thousands of dollars
in savings (www.comparemitzvah.com) and the compassionate
personalized service that the Gratch-Mandel family has been known
for providing for over 110 years.
Left: Rene’ Mandel at the Mandel family
lot in Westlawn, where his greatgrandparents, funeral directors Mollie
and Arthur Mandel, are buried. Rene’
is the son of funeral directors Cheri
and Lloyd Mandel, grandson of funeral
director Seymour Mandel and great-greatgrandson of funeral director Sam Gratch,
who founded Gratch Undertaking in 1908
10 years before the last major pandemic.
Right: Rene’ Mandel assisting at a
graveside funeral at Shalom before
the pandemic.

ZIMMERMAN, ROSELYN 9
 3. Beloved
wife of the late Phil. Loving mother of Barry
(Vivian), Jeffrey (Wendy) and Joel. Proud
grandmother of 5. Adored great-grandmother of 13. Golden Giver Member of JUF.
Memorials to Leket Israel, or to Birthright
Israel Foundation. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

(nee Mironchuk). Beloved wife of Slava
Veselovsky. Cherished mother of Alice.
Devoted daughter of Yakov and Yelena
Mironchukl. Loving granddaughter of
Taira Gritovskaya and the late Aleksander
Gritovskiy and Solomon and Frida
Mironchuk. Dear niece and fond cousin. Memorial Park Cemetery. Mitzvah
Memorial Funerals.

WEINER, TERRY 9
 6. Devoted daughter of the late Paul and Dora (Klein).
Dear sister of the late Eleanor (Albert)
Dorenfest. Loving aunt of Julie (Ted) Kay,
Luann (Alvin) Firestein, and the late David
Dorenfest (Julie). Fond great-aunt and loving great-great aunt of many. Silver Circle
Member of JUF. Waldheim Cemetery-River
Forest. Mitzvah Memorial Funerals.

WICZER, WALTER 9
7. Beloved husband of the late Annette. Loving father
of Rhonda (the late Peter) Washer, Beth
(James) Kowalke and Erwin (Kathy)
Wiczer. Proud grandfather of 8. Cherished
great-grandfather of 11. Dear brother-inlaw of the late Morton (Edith) Trilling. Dear
brother of the late Sophie (Jack) Goldstein,
and Morrie (Miriam), Harry (Betty), Max
(Ann), Jack (Beatrice) and Milt (Evelyn)
Wiczer. Adored uncle of many. Westlawn
Cemetery. Memorials to Congregation
Anshai Emeth, Peoria. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

WILSON, ROBERT 
99. Beloved husband of the late Florence. Loving father
of Linda and Barry (Benetta) Wilson and
Joanne (Rodney) Marsh. Cherished grandfather of 4. Proud great-grandfather of
5. Dear brother of the late Hannah (the
late Edward) Paetsch. Memorials to the
American Cancer Society. Chicago Jewish
Funerals.

WITTERT, ARTHUR 67. Father of Ryan

Funeral Directors:
Lloyd Mandel, Seymour Mandel, William “Bill” Goodman and Cheri Mandel

and Sean. Brother of Bruce (Kiki), and Steve
(Vicki.) Memorials to the American Heart
Association. Chicago Jewish Funerals.

SUBMISSIONS
ARE WELCOME
Submit obituaries to
obits@juf.org. JUF
News lists obituaries
here, at juf.org/news/
obits.aspx, and in our
print edition, space
permitting. Submission
of notices to JUF News
implies approval for
publication; we may edit
obituaries to meet space
requirements. JUF News
publishes obituaries
as a free service to the
community.

i’m stressed.
Behind this mask is a divorced mom in emotional and financial distress. Furloughed from her job months ago
and looking for work. Drained her savings and has no family backup. Worried how she’ll pay the mortgage,
her twins’ college tuition or even the internet bill now that they’re home and learning remotely. JUF was built
to be there for people in times of need—but this year those needs have grown more urgent.

Since opening in 2010 we have directed over 2,350 funerals.

Help JUF support 40+ programs that provide emotional, financial
and employment assistance during this pandemic.

We accept prepaid funerals made elsewhere. In most cases we refund the family thousands of dollars.
The best choice for graveside Jewish funerals!

Main Office & Mortuary Facility
3100 Dundee Road #801, Northbrook

DONATE.JUF.ORG

(Landwehr Road ½ a block north of Dundee Road,
between Solomon Schechter and The ARK Northwest)

One fund. So much impact.

Offices also available in Skokie & Deerfield
630-MITZVAH (648-9824)
www.mitzvahfunerals.com
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Whoops! There are too many things on this Seder plate! Six of them
should stay, but five should not stay—they belong to other Jewish
holidays, not Passover! Circle the ones that you would keep on the
Seder plate! Answers are on the bottom of the page.

Most quizzes ask you to find the RIGHT answer.
Not this one! Find the things we DON’T do on Passover.
1. What do we NOT eat at the Seder?
matzah
C. macaroni

maror
D. macaroons

A.

HAPPY PASSOVER!

B.

2. What do we NOT do with matzah
at the Seder?

Passover is the Jewish holiday celebrating freedom.
Long ago, Moses and Miriam led our people out
of slavery in Egypt. We celebrate with a
Seder full of songs and stories,
food and fun!

A.
C.

eat it
hide it

B.
D.

wear it
break it

3. What is NOT a step of the Seder?
A.
C.

brush our teeth
dip our finger

B.
D.

wash our hands
lift our cups

4. What is NOT something we talk about
at the Seder?
Four Children
C. Four Questions
A.

4. D. Still…one of the nicknames for Passover
is “Chag HaAviv,” the Spring Holiday.
3. A. You know, maybe after those bitter herbs,
we should brush our teeth!
2. B. You might end up with some crumbs
on you, though!
1. C. Macaroni is “chametz,” the kind of bready food
we don’t eat on Passover.

A N SW ERS

Charoset (cha-roh-set) reminds us of the cement
used to hold the bricks together, when we built
Egyptian cities for Pharaoh. At the Seder, we dip the
maror in charoset to make the maror less bitter.
Make it! A charoset recipe starts
with chopped apples and nuts,
grape juice, and cinnamon.

Add-ons! You can try adding other
cut-up fruit, dried fruit, or even honey!
Experiment, and see what happens!

ג

HEY, PARENTS!
• Got more than one Mini Mensch in the house? Print more copies of these pages at
juf.org/MiniMensches.
• Want to see your children featured in JUF News? Post a photo of your little Israelites with
favorite Seder Plate, with a note about why it's special, to Facebook and tag JUF. Then, we may feature them
in an upcoming issue of JUF News. Posting the photo constitutes consent for it to run in the print magazine.
• Looking for more? JUF Young Families helps families experience and celebrate
the joys of Jewish life, community and learning. Learn more at juf.org/youngfamilies.
A NSWERS: YES: EGG, B ONE, MA ROR ROOT, PA RSL EY, ROMA I NE L ETTUC E, C HA ROSET
NO: SHOFA R, HA MENTA SH, DREI DEL , C HA L L A H, LUL AV & ETROG

Miriam is watching Pharaoh’s daughter find her baby brother Moses in the Nile River.
But why is this picture different from the bottom one? Can you find 8 differences?

Four Cups
D. Four Seasons
B.

ANSW E R S: WAT E R LILY, BR ACE LE T, STAR I N T HE STONE, M I R I AM ' S DR ESS ,
MOSE S' PACIF IE R , PALM T R E E , BIR D, LI NES ON T HE COLU M N

PICTURE THIS

On this night

On this night, as we join family and friends gathered around our seder tables,
we remember the suffering of others.
For all those who are oppressed, let us hope they will find freedom,
just like our ancestors who were freed from Egypt.
And that’s the way it should be.

david i jacobson
founder

Snow daze!
Zachary, of Northbrook, makes the most
of a snowy day and builds a snowman—JUF style.
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When it’s important, we plan for it ahead of time.
Planning your funeral or memorial service now will give you and your family valuable peace of mind.
Our guaranteed, pre-paid funeral plans protect everyone from hard financial and emotional decisions
at a time of loss. Let us help you take care of every detail, including affordable payment plans.

FREE planning guide:

DignityMemorial.com
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