
HEY, PARENTS!
• Got more than one Mini Mensch in the house?  

Print more copies of these pages at juf.org/MiniMensches.

• Looking for more? JUF Young Families helps families experience and celebrate the 
joys of Jewish life, community and learning. Learn more at juf.org/youngfamilies.

One of the happiest things we do on Chanukah is light the pretty 
candles. We add one candle for every night of Chanukah— 

one on the first night, two on the second, and so on,  
to eight on the last night. There is a special way to do it:

One blessing is about lighting the candles, and the other  
is for the miracles of Chanukah. On the first night, there is  

a third blessing called Shehecheyanu, which is for the  
first time doing something in a year (or ever!). 

We light them using another candle called the “shamash,” that 
has its own place on the menorah. It does not count as one 
of the Chanukah candles, but is a special “helper” candle.

…but when we light them 
with the shamash, we 
light the new one first! So 
start lighting on the left. 
Then go toward the right, 
ending with the candle 
all the way on the right.

On the first night, place a 
candle in the space all the way 
on the right. On the second 
night, place a candle there, 
then the new one to its left. 
Every night, start at the right, 
and add them to the left…

When the candles are all lit, place the shamash in its special 
place. Then say the blessings for the lighting of the candles. 

ANSWERS:   1. MACCABEE   2. LIGHT   3. CANDLE   4. SPIN   5. JUDAH   6. LATKE   7. MENORAH   8. NIGHT

Can you fit them into the puzzle to spell  
CHANUKAH?

Answers are on the bottom of the page.
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Here are eight words you hear on Chanukah:

What you need: marshmallows, chocolate kisses, pretzel sticks, 
and something yummy, smeary and sticky (like peanut butter or 
substitute, jelly, marshmallow or chocolate spread, or frosting)

Push a pretzel stick through one 
flat side of a marshmallow.

On the other flat side, schmear 
something smeary and sticky.

Stick the flat side of the chocolate 
kiss to the sticky stuff.

Decorate and enjoy!

HOW TO LIGHT


